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The Cover photo was submitted Mike Roberts at Finchingfield with Chris Nunn 

(Triumph) and Geoff Scott (Kawasaki Versys).. Mike Roberts did the cover 

picture editing and graphical work. 

 

Copdock Bike Show 
  

Phil Sayer 
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Chairman's Chat 
 

A very warm welcome to the April edition of the SAM Observer. 

 

It's that time of year that we start to decide which of the many upcoming events 

we'd like to attend in the year ahead and 

which trips we'd like to go on and start to 

plan and organise.  That reminds me, it's the 

first of this years evening Chip Runs on 

Thursday 27th April, heading to Botesdale, 

which I'm looking forward to attending. 

 

Giles Arbon, receiver of the Gosden Trophy 

for his hard work and dedication in 

achieving the standard to pass the IAM 

Advanced Rider test, has joined the 

committee to accompany Trevor Read on 

the Events Team.  Giles is organising the 

static marshals for the Copdock Classic Motorcycle Club's Spring charity Fun 

Run, which SAM assists with every year, taking place on Sunday 21st May. 

 

http://www.copdock-cmc.co.uk/ 

 

If you can spare a couple of hours on the day as a static marshal, which involves 

giving directions to ride participants, then please contact Giles.  His contact 

details can be found on the SAM website Committee page. 

 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

 

If you're an associate working towards achieving the advanced rider standard and 

you've not attended a Motorcycle Dexterity & Control Day, I highly recommend 

it to you.  Take a look at the dates of this year’s courses in the SAM Calendar 

and book your place sooner rather than later as the sessions are filling up fast. 

 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/dext 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 

 

The SAM Calendar is also the place to go to for details of all of our organised 

events and ride outs throughout the year. 
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Talking about the year ahead and trip planning, I recently purchased a new tent to 

replace my existing, well used Vango Halo 300, which has started to tear at the 

door seams after many years of use.  I decided on the same proven model that I 

find ideal for touring.  It's a 3 man, dome style tent providing plenty of room and 

packs down to a relatively small size, fitting nicely on one side of my Kriega US-

30 litre tail pack.  As a special treat I've also purchased my first down-filled 

sleeping bag.  I chose a 3 season model which should cover the potential night 

time temperature extremes a British / European Summer can throw at us. 

 

If you've purchased a piece of equipment, be it a tent, clothing, luggage or a 

gadget that you've found has been particularly useful, good value for money and 

has stood the test of time then why not share your views with the membership 

and write an article for The Observer?  Our Editor, Felix Oliver, will be very 

pleased to hear from you. 

 

Many thanks to Sam Manicom for coming along to last month's group night to 

give us a talk about his travels throughout Asia.  I was inspired by his story 

telling style and the many personal encounters he experienced along the way.  I 

also found his optimistic outlook incredibly uplifting which he maintained even 

when finding himself, in what can only be described as very difficult 

circumstances, when many of us would have given up long beforehand.  If you 

didn't manage to attend or missed the chance to buy one of Sam's books or 

merchandise then all is not lost.  Check out his website which also includes much 

overland travel advice. 

 

http://www.sam-manicom.com/ 

 

This months group night guest speaker is Cliff Batley from the Adventure Bike 

Shop in Acton which should make for another interesting evening of motorcycle 

travel stories and adventure, not to mention professional advice for clothing and 

accessories.  See you there. 

 

http://www.adventurebikeshop.co.uk/ 

 

Cheers 
 

  Steve 
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New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome also to John and Joan Davis who have joined us from another 

group. 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
 

 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Michelle Saxby  her Observer was  Derek Barker 

Martin Lyne  his Observer was  Julian Harvey 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let 

Karl Hale or Susan Smith know. 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly 

after Group Nights, SAM holds its monthly Theory Evening. 

Based on an ever revolving subject list of important rider 

skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively 

banter all aimed at improving your ride based on the 

information in the Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these evenings are also a 

good way for full members to brush up on their theory and add their experiences 

and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Karl Hale,       SAM Chief Observer 
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HINTS AND TIPS RUN 2017 
 

Diary Date:-   9.15am Saturday 29th April 2017 (You Must Attend 

Briefing) 
 

Meet Point:-   A140 Beacon Hill Services 
 

End Point:-   Alder Carr Farm Café (Needham Market) 
 

Organiser’s:   Ross McKinlay & André Castle 
 

More Information:-  SAM website or contact Ross McKinlay/ André Castle 

(See SAM Magazine). 
 

Invitees:-   All welcome, members, associates and non-members (pillions 

welcome) 

 

What next:-   Book a place (to help us plan the event please book in 

advance if you can) 
 

This year’s Hints and Tips Ride is early in our calendar as we are hoping to 

attract riders as they start the ‘biking season’. This annual ride is organised by the 

Observer Team and offers the chance to review your own riding skills. It’s great 

way to learn in an informal and relaxed approach as well as  keeping up or 

gaining knowledge of advanced riding. Feedback-comments will be in small 

groups and given in general discussion rather than specific to one rider. 
 

So as well as the usual things you would expect from a breakfast run, getting up 

early, riding great roads, chatting with likeminded people we hope you get a 

chance to refresh your skills and learn from each other. We will try and throw in 

something a little different with a prize gift along the way. Our route this year 

will follow mostly rural roads leading out into Mid-Suffolk before returning to 

Needham Market. 
 

The circular route will take approximately 1hr 30mins of riding plus 2 briefing 

stops where riders will rotate in their group. A ride leader will lead each route so 

you don’t have to worry about navigation, just ride and enjoy.  

All are welcome, this is a chance for us all to promote motorcycle safety and the 

benefits of joining the group. So why not encourage a friend/neighbour/work 

colleague to join the session? 
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Photo by Andy Burrows on 2015 ride 
 

The Observers all look forward to seeing you there and hope you enjoy the 

morning ride. 
 

André Castle 
 

 

 
Copdock motorcycle 

club fun run 
 

Reminder to all members that we need volunteers on 21
st
 May for Copdock 

motorcycle club fun run to act as static marshalls. 

 

If you can volunteer some time for this please let Giles Arbon know, 

gilesarbon@yahoo.com 07592 857715. 
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Charity Motorbike Ride 

Saturday 20th May 2017 
 

 
 

 

 
 

10am Meet at Stowmarket Salvation Army 

Corps 
 

11am Ride starts 
 

12.30pm approx. finish time back at the Corps 
 

50 mile round trip through the beautiful Suffolk 

countryside  
 

 

Tea / coffee / hot snacks available at the beginning and BBQ at the end 
 

Suggested £5 donation please. 

Moneys raised will go to the Stowmarket Salvation Army 18+ missionary 

trip to Romania  
 

 

Please contact Jenny on 07940 364028 or 

jenny.johnson@salvationarmy.org.uk 
 

 

Address:- 

Stowmarket Salvation Army 

Violet Hill Road  

Stowmarket 

IP14 1NE 
 

 

Please note, there will only be parking available at the venue for bikes, ample 

parking at Asda nearby for cars 
 

Registered Charity no 214779 and in Scotland SC009359 
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“The SAM Observer”  
Cover Photo 

Calling all of SAM’s photographers out there. Photos are required for ‘The SAM 

Observer’ cover, which I am sure you must have spotted is in full colour. 

So if you have a cracking shot that has one or more 

motorcycles in it, is all your own work, and you think it 

would look good on the cover, I’d be very pleased to see 

it. 

 

There is now a special topic on 

the SAM Forum where you can 

show small copies of potential 

magazine cover photos for all to see. (Just look in the 

Members Only section) Full instructions and 

requirements are listed there. I can’t promise to use all, 

some, or any of the photos posted, but you may get a call 

from me asking for the original file from your camera. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/magcovers  
 

 

 

 

This Picture of the 

motorcycle Imps was taken 

by Tony Argent from the  

Essex Air Ambulance ride. 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2017 
7th May 2017 
Whitwell Station 

Reepham 

NR10 4GA 

Tel: 01603 871694 
 

The 7th of May is Steam Sunday when entry to the railway site is free and you 

can purchase tickets to go on the train (£2.00 an adult and £1.00 a child or a 

family ticket is £5).  
 

Meet at Stowmarket Tescos IP14 5BE in good time for 08:45 Briefing and 

subsequent departure. 
 

All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator: Brian Ellis 
 

Follow Gun Cotton Way to join the B1113 through Old Newton to the junction 

with the A143.  
 

Cross over into Rickinghall and turn left at the end of Botesdale High St and 

keep on the B1113 to the junction with the A1066 at South Lopham.  
 

Turn left then immediately right and carry on to Kenninghall staying on the 

B1113 past Banham until turning left onto the B1077 through Attleborough to 

Great Ellingham.  
 

Turn right to Hingham and at the B1108 turn right until taking the left fork, 

Bell Road, just past Kimberley.  
 

Cross the A47 with caution at Honingham.  
 

Turn left onto the A1067 at Morton on the Hill.  
 

Carry on through Great Witchingham and keep an eye out for Nowhere Lane on 

the right (brown 'Tourist' sign to Norfolk Wildlife Park).  
 

Just after going under the bridge turn right into the station. 
  



The SAM Observer April 2017        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 16 

Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that 

facilitate SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase 

the club social rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our 

much-loved breakfast, Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to 

continue. If you are interested in helping the club, and helping yourself 

by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride Leader, please contact Sara Hale 

to find out more information about one or both of these roles. 

 

 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 David Wood,  Chris Nunn,  John Jenkins,  Keith Pavelin 

 

 Phil Sayer,  Glyn Hill,  Martin Drury,  Dean Harris,  Vini Evans. 

 

 Richard Ockelton 
 

Ride Leaders 
 

Brian Ellis,  Ken Beckinsale, Tim Wash 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Chip Run 
25th May 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two alternative venues, to allow for numbers attending, both are in the town 

centre of Southwold. 
 

Meet at Beacon Hill Services IP6 8LP in good time for 18:15 briefing and 

subsequent departure. 
 

All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator Phil Sayer. 
 

Follow A140 North to Earl Stonham. Turn right onto A1120, and follow A1120 

to Peasenhall (right turns in Pettaugh and Earl Soham). 
 

In Peasenhall turn left onto Mill Hill towards Heveningham. At T-junction turn 

right towards Heveningham and Halesworth on B1117. 
 

In Halesworth take 3rd exit on roundabout to Saxon Way, then cross straight 

over mini-roundabout, and at next roundabout take 3rd exit to B1123 direction 

Southwold. 
 

In Holton bear left onto B1124 direction Beccles, then after 2.9 miles turn right 

direction Wangford. 
 

At A145 turn right then immediately left direction Uggeshall. In Uggeshall turn 

right direction Wangford. At T-junction turn right direction Wangford. 
 

At A12 cross straight over, then turn left onto Wangford Road direction 

Southwold. Arriving in outskirts of Southwold turn left onto main road 

(Halesworth Rd) into Southwold, which becomes the High St. 
 

Mark’s is on the left, bear left into East St & the Little Fish Shop is on the left. 
  

Mark’s Fish Shop 

32 High St 

Southwold 

Suffolk 

IP18 6AE 
 

Tel: 01502 723585 

The Little Fish & Chip Shop 

2 East St 

Southwold 

IP18 6EH 
 

Tel: 01502 218120 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of the 
route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 
 Be responsible for your own safety 
 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 
 Have a FULL tank of fuel 
 No more than 5 in a group. 
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Run Leader and Ride 
Coordinator Training 

 

Saturday 8th July 2017 
 

As you may be aware we have carried out some Run Leader and Ride 

Coordinator Training over the past few years for people who help out on SAM 

social rides. SAM's aim is to continue providing them with yearly training as 

well as inviting new full members to join the team. 
 

There is a number of reasons for this, the obvious is to make sure we all get there 

and no one gets lost, but in addition there are Social Ride obligations placed on 

us by the IAM which I am sure most people outside the committee are not aware 

off. 
 

There are two key Roles needed to make the social ride a success:- 
 

The Ride Coordinator  
Key Tasks /responsibilities:- 

 To do the pre run briefing.  
 To make sure people are divided into groups of up to 6 with a Run Leader 
leading the group. 

 To make sure there is a group for Associate members that is supported by a 
group Observer. 

 To call the Café before the event to check its still open and on the day to let 
them know the numbers. 

 

The Run Leaders 
Key Tasks/ Responsibilities:- 

 To lead their specific group to the destination safely. 
 To be a good IAM test standard rider, (Full Member) who is able to keep a 
group of riders together on a run. 

 

If you are interested in taking part the training session for both the above posts at 

Fynn Valley Golf Club on Saturday 8
th
 July 2017 at 9am. The session will consist 

of morning in the classroom followed by some on the road practical in the 

afternoon. 
 

Current Ride Coordinators and Run Leaders must attend this session to 

retain their position. 
 

Please email Sara Hale (SAM admin) to register your attendance 

karlsarahale@btinternet.com  
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The National Road Rally 
Information for new 

Control Teams 
 

1:  What is the National Road Rally (NRR)? 
 

It is a competitive event for the road-going motorcyclist organised jointly by the 

Auto-Cycle Union (ACU) and the British Motorcyclists Federation (BMF). It has 

a long history going back to the 1930s - see below for more historical details - 

and regularly attracts in excess of 500 entries. It is a "scatter rally", one where 

each competitor chooses his/her own route from a control matrix provided by the 

organisers shortly before the Rally. In order to comply with UK legislation there 

is no specific start, finish or winning route and much time is given to ensuring 

that the competitive nature of the event is equal for riders from all four corners of 

the UK - and, in some cases, beyond. 
 

The Rally takes place over the weekend of 1
st
 AND 2

nd
 JULY 2017 starting at 

midday on Saturday finishing around 10:00am on Sunday. To cater for the 

variety of riding habits there are a number of Rally categories ranging from a 

short daytime or overnight ride to the Platinum category filling the whole of the 

Rally period. In previous years the award winners only came from this Platinum 

category but for 2015 the organisers have introduced awards for the shorter-term 

categories. 
 

The NRR relies on the voluntary efforts of enthusiasts manning somewhere 

around sixty controls that make up the control matrix. This map shows allowable 

connections between controls with the official mileages for each connection. 

Each competitor uses the short period before the Rally in preparing his/her route 

depending on the requirements of his/her chosen category. Constraints on routes, 

and the penalties for various transgressions, are outlined in the Rally Regulations 

which can be found on the Rally website along with the electronic entry 

paperwork. 
 

Each competitor is provided with a Control Card which records all Controls 

visited. The card is handed in at the end of the Rally and the organisers then 

calculate finishers, winners and, if relevant, their awards. Finishers in the longer 

categories pick up awards at their chosen finish control and award plates which 

can be added to this award are sent out later. Full results are published on the 

Rally website. 
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2:  Controls 
 

As mentioned above, the Rally would not exist without the Controls manned by 

numerous volunteers and the organisers are extremely grateful for their efforts. 

Each Control team is awarded with a plaque including the team name. 
 

3:  Rally history 
 

The Rally goes back to the early 1930s. In 1933 the ACU organised a one-day 

event at Barnet Grass Speedway where motorcyclists gathered to take part in 

gymkhana-type events and watch some serious racing. Whilst the event was a 

huge success the ACU decided that one element was missing - a road-going 

competitive event whereby competitors would enjoy their 1934 journey from 

home to Donington Park visiting defined controls on the way.  
 

This "National Rally" was instigated in 1934 when riders visited any of the 127 

Controls on the way. The NRR was born. As the venue for the gymkhana 

changed so did the single finishing point. Later, the gymkhana event was 

abandoned leaving the Rally as a free-standing annual event. Bar from two gaps - 

one for WW2 and the other for petrol-rationing - the Rally has been run ever 

since. It has evolved in many ways between then and now and will continue to 

evolve in its (hopefully) future years. 
 

There is no longer a single finish as the organisers define a number of possible 

finishing Controls. A small number of Controls are only open for twenty minutes 

at the start to provide a wide geographical array of possible starting points.  
 

Entry numbers are not as great as they were in the initial years but many riders 

pencil in the Rally weekend at the beginning of the year and find the event one of 

the highlights of the year. Co-operation with the organisers of the Welsh and 

Scottish rallies has enabled the awarding of the Three-Nations Award to those 

riders who compete in all three events in any year. 
 

5:  You and your team 
 

The organising committee are grateful for your interest in the Rally and 

commitment to find and man a Control. If you have any questions or comments 

please use the email address below - we are here to help. 
 

As we have said, the Rally would not exist without you. We - and the 500+ 

competitors - would like to say;                                      "thank you”. 
 

SO IF YOU HAVE AN HOUR OR MAYBE TWO HOURS AT SOME 

STAGE OF THE 12 MIDDAY SATURDAY START AND THE 10AM 

FINISH ON SUNDAY THE 2ND AND 3RD OF JULY TO HELP MAN 
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OUR CONTROL POINT WHICH IS AT THE HILLSIDE CAFE AND 

LORRY PARK JUST OFF JUNC 44 OF THE A14 CONTACT ROB DAY 

ON 01449 737551 0R MAIL ME AT robertcharlesday@gmail.com for more 

info. 
 

It is rare that there should be a NNR control point this far east and so we are sort 

of privileged to be asked if we could man one. 
 

Rob Day 

 

 

SAM PROMOTION DAYS 2017 
 

April 2nd  Orwells Suzuki day    10:00-16:00 

May 7th  Classic Vehicle Run ~ Felixstowe 10:00-17:00 

May 20th  Hadleigh Show       8:00-17:00 

May 21st  Mototechnics Yamaha Launch    9:00-16:00 

Aug 5th ~ 6th  The Country Fair, Long Melford 

October 1st Copdock Motorcycle show    8:00-17:00 

 

 

 

 

 

Stuntman 

Craig Jones  

 

Picture by  

 

Tony 

Argent 
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COPDOCK CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLE CLUB 

 

Phil Sayer (Club Secretary) 

 

One of the highlights of the biking year in East Anglia is the annual Copdock 

Motorcycle Show. Held on the first Sunday in October at Trinity Park just 

outside Ipswich (aka the Suffolk Show Ground), it is the largest motorcycle show 

in the region and in 2016 attracted over 14,000 attendees. It includes just about 

everything you could want from a bike show – exhibitors showing their much 

loved classic bikes, stunt riding, club stands, trials, motoball and grass track 

displays, a big autojumble, traders of all sizes selling everything from complete 

motorcycles down to nuts and bolts, and for the last three years a marquee 

dedicated to custom bikes. But have you ever wondered who puts the show on, 

why, and how do they do it? And why is it called the Copdock Show when 

Trinity Park is the other side of Ipswich from the village of Copdock? 
 

The Copdock Classic Motorcycle Club was formed twenty six years ago from a 

group of friends, who decided to put on a show to exhibit their own bikes and 

those of a few friends. The first show was held at Copdock Village Hall and 

attracted a few hundred enthusiasts. Every year since then the Club has held an 

annual show, with each one being bigger and, we hope, better than the last. When 

we outgrew the facilities at Copdock we moved to the Trinity Park site, where 

the shows have been held since 2002, but we kept the name the same to preserve 

the link with those first shows. 
 

The Club is unusual in that it has just seventeen members, and only it exists to 

put on the annual show and to organise a couple of charity fun runs each year. 

What we have in common is a love of motorcycles, and the shared pleasure we 

get from putting on a show where thousands of motorcycle enthusiasts and their 

families can have a great day out. If the sun shines the Show draws a good crowd 

and we can cover our costs and make a profit. The club members are all 

volunteers, and every year we give away all the show profits to charities and 

other good causes. Over the years we have raised and distributed over £430,000. 

We support mainly (but not exclusively) local charities where we believe our 

contributions can make a big difference, including those that promote safer 

motorcycling like the Norfolk and Suffolk Police Safe Rider Scheme and SAM, 
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and those that pick up the pieces like the East Anglian Air Ambulance and 

SARS, the Suffolk Accident Rescue Service. 
 

Every year we sell draw tickets and give the proceeds to one charity. In 2016 we 

chose the East Anglia’s Children’s Hospice Nook appeal and in 2015 the Suffolk 

Accident Rescue Service (SARS). In 2014 we purchased a Fire Bike for Suffolk 

Fire and Rescue Service, and the year before we sponsored a bike for SERV (the 

blood runners). The draw prize is a motorcycle – up until 2015 we had given 

away mainly classic British bikes like BSAs, Nortons, and Triumphs. In 2015 we 

decided to move with the times and our prize bike was Japanese - a Honda 400/4 

which proved to be very popular and as a result we were able to give SARS 

£7,500 to equip a new volunteer first responder to attend accidents and other 

emergencies. 2016 was our 25
th
 show so we wanted to do something special, so 

we bought a modern Triumph Scrambler, and many of our custom marquee 

traders helped us to customise the bike either at no charge or for the cost of 

materials. As a result we raised almost £9,000 for the Children’s Hospice. How 

will we follow that for 2017? We’ve gone Italian! Sticking with the custom 

theme we’ve bought a Moto Guzzi Bellagio, customised as a café racer – see the 

photo on page 35, I hope you like it as much as we do. We will be taking the bike 

to all the local motorcycle shows during the summer so look out for it and buy a 

draw ticket (or several!). 
 

We start to plan each year’s Show in January; we need to book all the main 

attractions in good time. In case you are wondering how seventeen volunteers 

can put on such a massive event, I’d give you two answers. First, continuity. 

Many of the Club members have been responsible for their part of the Show for 

many years, and know exactly what needs to be done. Of course over the years 

members leave and new ones join, but the process is gradual so we can train up 

members to take over new roles. Second, we are not alone. In the run up to the 

Show and on Show day itself we have a (not so) small army of volunteers who 

help us as marshals in the car and bike parks, and who direct traders to their 

pitches, man the entry booths and the helmet park, and sell draw tickets. As a 

result we can keep the ticket price low (£10 on the day, £8.50 for an e-ticket 

bought in advance), and still have a healthy surplus to give away to charities.  
 

On Sunday October 1
st
 2017 we will be putting on our 26

th
 Show at Trinity Park. 

We plan to make it the biggest and best yet. So put the date in your diary now! If 

you’d like to help make the Show a success by volunteering to help SAM park 

the expected 5,000 or so bikes we’d be delighted to hear from you. SAM also 

helps by providing static marshals for the two charity bike runs that the Copdock 

Club puts on each year. If you can help please contact Giles Arbon! 



The SAM Observer April 2017        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 26 
 



The SAM Observer April 2017        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 27 

Editorial 
 

Speedo cable arrived and was able to fit it 

without taking the whole bike to bits. Rode 

into club night. Found it fascinating to hear 

about Sam Manicom adventures across the 

world. Rode home… well almost, putt 

putt…� ran out of fuel just outside 

Wiltnesham. Blooming typical. Fortunately 

after fumbling under the tank found the 

reserve lever and switched over and again on 

my way home.  

 

Reminds me of the story of the magic motorcycle… rode down the road and 

turned into a Café…. ☺ 

 

I had an appointment at Long Melford and as it was a lovely evening I took the 

bike, had to borrow the petrol for the lawnmower, don’t tell Mrs Editor as I will 

be in deep poo. This time I had no issues, life is good. Snuck into bury and took a 

picture in front of the Abbey Gate.  

 

 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

 

 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

 
 

 

 

Thank you 
To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. ☺ 

But….. what about the rest of you…. � 
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Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club night 
If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 Sam.editor@btinternet.com  
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd
 Thursday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: David Arbon 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

April 2017 
 

Tuesday 18
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker, Adventure motorcycle traveler, Cliff from the Adventure Bike 

Shop Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and 

coffees. 
 

Thursday 20
th
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Gears & Acceleration 
 

Sunday 23
th
   Motorcycle Dexterity & Control Days just for 

Associates. Sidegate Primary School, Sidegate Lane, Ipswich. IP4 4JD 
 

Thursday 27
th
   First 2017 Chip Ride. Botesdale Fish & Chip Shop  

IP22 1BS Meet in car park Stowmarket Tescos IP14 5BE in good time for 18:15 

Briefing and subsequent departure. All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Saturday 29
th
   Hints And Tips Run, Meeting at A140 Beacon Hill 

Services 09:15 Alder Carr Farm Café, Needham Market. Please contact André 

Castle to book a place. All riders must attend Briefing 
 

May 2017 
 

Wednesday 3
rd
  SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 

 

Sunday 7
th
  Breakfast Run, Whitwell Station, Meet at Stowmarket 

Tescos IP14 5BE in good time for 08:45 Briefing and subsequent departure. All 

riders must attend the Briefing 
 

Tuesday 16
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker, Anglian Air Ambulance. Bar and restaurant serving all types of 

food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 18
th
  Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Overtaking 
 

Friday 19
th
  ~ Saturday 20

th
  Safe Rider is a joint initiative between Suffolk 

and Norfolk Constabularies which aims to reduce motorcycle casualties. If you 

can help the Publicity Team on the Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn 

Hill on 07986-319163 
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Sunday 21
st
 Copdock Fun Run Volunteers are required to be static 

marshals on the route. If you can help please contact Committee Member Giles 

Aarbon. Times to be confirmed nearer the date. 
 

Thursday 25
th
 Chip Run. Mark’s Fish Shop and The Little Fish & Chip Shop. 

Meet at Beacon Hill Services IP6 8LP in good time for 18:15 briefing and 

subsequent departure. All riders must attend Briefing 
 

June 2017 
 

Saturday 3
rd
  Observer Taster Day If you are interested in becoming an 

Observer this day allows you to find out what it is like and what is expected. 

Contact: Karl Hale. Times to be confirmed 
 

Sunday 4th Breakfast Run, TBA. All riders must attend the Briefing 
 

Wednesday 7
th
  SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 

 

Friday 16th  ~ Saturday 17th  Safe Rider is a joint initiative between Suffolk 

and Norfolk Constabularies which aims to reduce motorcycle casualties. If you 

can help the Publicity Team on the Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn 

Hill on 07986-319163 
 

 
Note from Editor 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any changes 

after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can be 

unpredictable  
 

 

Disclaimer 
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
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Moto Guzzi Bellagio        

  



The SAM Observer April 2017        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 36 

 

 

 

 


