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The cover photo was submitted by Derek Barker and is titled 

"His and Her's KTMs". Mike Roberts also did the digital editing. 

Please send in Pictures for our 2021 magazines 
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your Committee 

No Calls After 21:00 Please 

Officers 
Chairman    Martin Drury   07595 277831 

Vice Chairman   Dean Harris    07956 339112 

Secretary    Eric Aldridge   07984 022646 

Treasurer    Bryan Duncan   07879 654122 
 

Committee Members 
Chief Observer   Paul Ballard    07850 715063 

Membership Secretary  Dave Franklin   07801 688639 

Caring SAM   Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Charity Co-ordinator  Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Events    Rob Baker      07710 537844 

Publicity Co-ordinator  Glyn Hill    07986 319163 

Publicity    Dean Harris    07956 339112 

Publicity    Trevor Read    07525 724002 

Associate Co-ordinator  Geoff Scott    07983 939998 

Continuous Training Coordinator Geoff Scott   07983 939998 

Social Ride Coordinator  Richard Ockelton   07872 925532 

Webmaster    Mike Roberts   01473 718915 

Communications   Les Smith     07792 273334 

Magazine Editor   Felix Oliver    07712 649860 
 

Committee Support Members 
Buddy Co-ordinator   Vicky Smith    01255 830352 

 

National Observers 
Mike Roberts 01473 718915  Richard Ockelton   07872 925532 

Kevin Brendish 07854 494041  Matthew Barker  07931 700725 

Geoff Scott  07983 939998 André Castle  07730 526674 

Paul Newman 01473 620450 Derek Barker  01473 327555 

Paul Ballard  07850 715063   Tony Chyc   01206 231782 
 

Local Observers 
Steve Gocher 01473 430643 John Rudland  07740 874300 

Dean Harris  07956 339112 Rob Baker     07710 537844 

Phil Sayer   07990 565451 Glyn Hill   07986 319163 

Terry Fellowes  07870 764187 Graham Parker  07905 468995 

Ian Bishop  07775 920661 Nick Braley   07990 734581 

Steve Bingham 07971 075424 Andrew Robotham  07816 128591 

Dave Franklin  07801 688639 Karl Grimwade   07885 717771 

David Rudland  01473 401362 Ian Leedham  07747 792992 
 

I.A.M. Examiner 

Ian Maxwell    0 7974 941545        Neale McConnell            07899 714136                                                                                                                       
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next Issue 
Closing date for copy – Monday after club night.  Send via e-mail or on a USB 

memory stick (which will be returned) The Editor reserves the right to edit, 

amend or omit as he feels fit. 

 
 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 

All Official Correspondence to:  
 

 
 

The Secretary, Eric Aldridge. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Hello all 

 

By the time you read this we will be past the 29th 

March and 12th April roadmap milestone dates and be 

able to meet up outside for a drink and chat in groups 

of up to six. On some sunny days a pint in a pub garden 

seems idyllic but with the changeable weather we’ve 

been having lately it can be blowing up a hailstorm 

within the blink of an eye and then it’s not quite so nice 

is it! 

 

Unfortunately the ‘minimise travel’ restriction stays for 

a bit longer so in the spirit of good citizenship SAM won’t be able to organise 

any group social runs just yet, but that’s not a bad thing as I think most of us will 

want to ease ourselves back into riding before going on a group run. The good 

news for Associates is that observed training rides will be permitted from 12th 

April but paying due regard to the ‘minimise travel’ requirement.  

 

I was determined to go on an ‘essential journey’ on my bike before the end of 

March, not least so as not to waste another full month’s road tax. I’ve already 

given the government £23 for nothing and I was hoping that they might use it to 

fill in the pothole near my house, but no such luck. And not only that, my wife is 

driving her car around on what seems like never ending essential journeys and 

only pays £20 a year road tax – that’s just not fair is it! 

 

Anyway, where was I? Ah yes, getting back on the bike was a strange affair. The 

first noticeable difference was that my right leg doesn’t lift up as far as it used to. 

For the time being I’ve put this down to my left leg shrinking – although I 

haven’t actually measured it. Once on the bike I couldn’t believe how wide the 

handle bars and petrol tank were. It was only last year when it was second nature 

to ride this thing anywhere and everywhere, and now it seems almost alien. 

 

The good news however is that once out on the road everything soon falls back 

into place, as the old saying goes, it’s a bit like riding a bike – you never forget.  

The biggest problem I found at this point, and I’ve heard others say the same, is 

maintaining concentration and clearing your head of all unnecessary 

interventions. Our new Continuous Training Coordinator, Geoff Scott 
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recommends that giving yourself a running commentary of observations as you 

ride will help keep your mind on what is important. For those of us that have got 

used to talking to ourselves during lockdown, this shouldn’t be too difficult – and 

it does work. And lastly don’t forget that there will be a lot of car drivers coming 

back onto the road, some of whom may not have driven at all in the last year - so 

always expect the unexpected! 

 

Your SAM committee has been making plans during lockdown and will be 

offering a ‘rusty riders refresher run’ in a hints & tips format when restrictions 

are finally lifted. Also, if you feel you would be able to help out as a Ride Leader 

at future group social or training runs, please see the advertisement further on in 

the magazine. 

 

Cheers 

 

Martin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Grant Smith    
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

Watch out for updates as the club is holding Zoom meetings, further details as 

they become available 

 

As most of you know, on the 3
rd

 Thursday evening every month, SAM holds its 

monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of important 

rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively banter all 

aimed at improving your ride based on the information in the 

Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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2021 SAM Calendar 

Challenge 
Sponsored by Mototechniks of Stowmarket 

 

At last we have a rough idea of what we can do and when we can do it, 

(hopefully) so why not join your fellow SAM members and sign up for the 

Calendar Challenge, if you haven’t already done so. 

 

All you need is a special SAM Calendar, of which there are literally a handful 

still left, available from myself for just a minimum of a £5 donation for the East 

Anglian Air Ambulance and then you have until the end of August to visit as 

many of the featured locations as you wish to qualify for entry into the prize 

draw where you could win a share of £300 of Mototechniks vouchers or a day 

out with me at a meeting of your choice at Snetterton. 

 

Just email me at nigel.chittock@btinternet.com and I will send you all the 

information. 

 

Last month I sent off a donation of £100 to the EAAA from payments received 

from members for their copies of the calendar and I was pleased to receive a 

letter from them acknowledging receipt of the amount, a copy of which is 

included in this magazine. I am still receiving members donations and I look 

forward to sending off another donation soon. 

 

So get the tyres pumped up, charge the battery, remember where you put all your 

biking gear and then head out in search of some delightful locations, (as long as 

it’s ok with Boris). 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Nigel Chittock. 
 
 



The SAM Observer April 2021            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 10 

 

 



The SAM Observer April 2021            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 11 

  



The SAM Observer April 2021            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 12 

 

LOCKDOWN WALKING 
SOME ONLINE MAPPING SITES 

 

I know this isn’t 100% motorcycling, but I thought there was enough crossover 

to be useful when planning days out.  

With the various lockdowns and restrictions in place over the last year I have 

bought myself some new boots and jacket, and rekindled my enjoyment of 

walking/rambling, in the both the fantastic countryside, and around town. Both 

gave me the opportunities to explore paths and cut throughs. Many of which I 

had never walked before,  or had long forgotten about.  

 

A Smurf on Fonnereau Way, Ipswich to Westerfield 

Those who know me will know I like to (over) plan fully for anything, so doing 

some online investigation before venturing out will make your walks and rides 

go so much smoother. 

Here are some sites that I use regularly to plan. Some are also useful for historic 

research as to how the places we live and travel to have developed over the years. 

Google & Bing 

These are probably the two sites that most people go to for mapping online, with 

both allowing you to switch to an aerial view. There’s a couple of features that 

people may not know about. Google has StreetView. Just drag the little yellow 
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man to a road on the map and you can then explore as if you were there. You can 

also change the date when the 360 degree photos were taken in the top left 

corner. This can be very useful to familiarise yourself with some of the junctions 

on your route, before you ever get there. Bing has a feature I only found out 

about during lockdown. In the top right hand corner you can select to view 

Ordnance Survey maps. These are the go to maps for many ramblers, and are a 

good reference for where footpaths may go. 

OpenStreetMaps https://www.openstreetmap.org/  

These maps are maintained by enthusiastic volunteers. Unlike the two big players 

above, these maps do show footpaths etc. Make sure you verify any paths are 

correct using a second source though. 

Mappite https://www.mappite.org/ 

Kurviger https://kurviger.de/en    

These two sites are very similar. Those of you who come on the SAM social 

rides (remember them?!) will be familiar with Mappite, as that is how I share our 

planned routes. Both these sites allow you to plan routes on a multitude of maps, 

though both use OpenStreetMaps for the actual routing. You can then create a 

shortcut web address to share with your mates and/or download a GPX file for 

your SatNav or phone. Mappite can also be switched into walking/running mode 

and you can then plan a route over footpaths. You can also export the route as a 

track, which is what some walking apps on your phone may use. 

MapOmeter https://gb.mapometer.com/ 

This site is similar to the previous two, however, when planning routes it does 

have a useful additional feature where you can turn off the “follow road/path” 

option for a short section. This means if the underlying maps are not 100% 

correct, or two paths are not joined on the map, you can still plan a route. 

StreetMap https://www.streetmap.co.uk/  

This is another source for viewing Ordnance Survey maps. You may prefer its 

interface/layout, and it has a few more zoom levels than Bing. There is a lot of 

advertising around the edges on this site! 

Where’s The Path https://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm 

This site shows you a map of your choice (including OS & Google) on the left of 

the screen and, as you pan and zoom, the corresponding aerial view on the right 

of the screen. A great way to see if the paths you are planning to use cross fields 

streams, etc. It also helps to see if the paths are well worn and in regular use. 



The SAM Observer April 2021            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 14 

Suffolk County Council  

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-

suffolk/view-definitive-maps-of-public-rights-of-way/  

For walking, green laning etc. there is only one true source of footpaths, bridle 

paths, rights of way, etc. These are called the definitive maps and are held by 

each county council. Suffolk has put all theirs online in PDF format. A very 

useful resource. 

Map the Paths https://www.mapthepaths.org.uk/ 

Footpath Map https://footpathmap.co.uk/map/  

Both these sites make use of the definitive map data that was released several 

years ago in vector format (co-ordinates). This is overlaid on to OpenStreetMap 

and Google Maps for you to see where the paths actually go. The less 

professional/commercial site, Map the Paths, also shows tracks of paths people 

have recorded, so you can see the differences between the definitive maps and 

the real world. Footpath Map can be used on your phone for real time basic 

navigation, with no installation required, even without a paid for subscription.  

National Library of Scotland https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side  

Despite the title, this site is useful for the whole country. It is an excellent site for 

doing some historic research of the layout of places in the past. As the address 

suggests, you are able to view two maps side by side with your panning and 

zooming linked. The great thing is that there is access to a whole library of 

historic maps, of various levels of detail, depending on the location. You can also 

switch to having the two maps overlaid over each other by clicking on the 

“Explore georeferenced maps” at the top of the page. The two maps will then be 

aligned and, using the slider in the bottom left corner, you can alter the level of 

transparency of the upper map. This way you can see exactly how town/village 

layouts have changed. For example I can see how my house/road is placed 

compared to the fields and paths that existed years ago. (I realise this may not 

interest everyone, but I find exploring this stuff fascinating) 

Old Maps https://www.old-maps.co.uk/   

Finally, as the name suggests, this site is a great resource of old maps. It’s not the 

greatest interface in the world, but the variety of maps makes it an interesting 

resource. Make sure you click on the full screen button, as with a decent screen 

size, it makes viewing theses very old maps much easier. 
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Phone app 

https://osmand.net/  

If you want to 

actually 

track/navigate your 

planned routes, there 

are a multitude of 

apps for you phone. 

The one I use is 

OSMand. It’s free  

(there are paid for 

upgrade options) 

and available for 

Android and fruit 

flavoured phones. 

The great thing 

about it is that you 

can download map 

sections of the 

country to your 

phone. This means 

you can still 

navigate when the 

phone signal is poor, 

or non-existent, and 

it doesn’t eat away 

at your data 

allowance. 

 

I hope you found 

these sites useful 

and that they will 

help you when out 

exploring either on 

foot or on your 

motorcycle. 

 

Mike Roberts 
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RIDE 

LEADERS 

WANTED 

 

Do you think you could lead a group of six fellow SAM members on a ride out 

and maintain a good IAM advanced test pass standard of riding throughout? 

You do! Then why not come along to a Ride Leaders refresher session on either 

9
th

 May or 16
th

 May for an informal taster. Even if you’re not quite sure but like 

the idea, then come along anyway. Friendly advice will be on hand and there’s 

no commitment at this stage.  

If all goes well and you decide ride leading is for you then the next stage is a 

formal classroom training session followed on the same day by an observed run. 

The formal training date is 3
rd

 July with a possible alternative date for anyone 

who can’t make that date. After that you get your SAM Ride Leader jacket – and 

all the kudos that goes with it. 

Don’t worry about having to do Ride Leader runs when you have other 

commitments. The idea is for us to have enough Ride Leaders to maintain 

flexibility and back-up. The only requirement is that you commit to doing your 

fair share throughout the year. There is always someone ready to step in if we 

find ourselves short of a leader for a run. 

So, all you have to do now is to text Richard Ockelton on 07872 925532 with 

your name, phone number or email address and your preferred date (9
th

 May or 

16
th

 May) and he will make sure you get details of the  meeting time and place. 

We look forward to seeing you. 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

 
 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 Ride Leader, Richard Ockelton 
 

 Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Karl Grimwade 

Dave Frankin    Glyn Hill    Trevor Read 

 David Wood 
 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Kevin Bolt    Chris Bond 

 Martin Drury    Alex Jones    Nigel Pye    Tim Wash 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Editorial 
I sit staring blankly at my PC, is 

there an email…. No. no article to 

put in the magazine,   nuffink……  
 

Oh well, things are starting to get 

moving, Someone did say the sun 

was out… at the weekend we had 

snow, heavy frosts at night, the rape 

is beginning to flower and my bees 

are self-isolating as it too cold to get 

out. 
 

Our daffodils are almost over.  In all 

the years I have been doing the magazine for the club this one is the worst so far. 
 
 

Safe Riding 
 

Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….  
 

Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 
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Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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SAM Events for your Diary 

2021 
Please see website and magazine for updates 

 

 

 

 

July 2021 
 

Wednesday 7
th

   SAM Committee meeting 19:30. Kesgrave War Memorial 

Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF  
 

Wednesday 21
st 

 SAM AGM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 

followed Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, 

Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF 
 

September 2021 
  

Sunday 19
th

   East Anglian Copdock Bike Show.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since lock down we have not been able to get out, So we are proposing a SAM 

post COVID ride out on the 10
th

 July 2021. Observers will be on the ride to offer 

advice and guidance. A ride leader will lead each group and stops will be held on 

the route. If you are interested please contact Richard Ockelton by text in the first 

instance before Friday noon 2
nd

 July 2021. 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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Social Rides 

 

Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 

 No more than 5 in a group. 

 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of the 

above. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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  Mud  
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