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The cover picture was taken by me at the Classics on the Green event, Friston 

near Aldeburgh. 

Mike Roberts did the cover picture editing and graphical work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camping at the TT Isle of Man. Keith Pavelin 
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your Committee 
No Calls After 21:00 Please 

Officers 
Chairman    Steve Gocher   01473 430643 

Secretary   Vacant. Contact the Chairman for more details 

Treasurer    Bryan Duncan   07879 654122 

Committee Members 
Vice Chairman   Geoff Scott    07983 939998 

Chief Observer   Karl Hale    01359 241552 

Buddy Co-ordinator   Vicky Smith    01255 830352 

Caring SAM   Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Charity Co-ordinator  Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Group Nights   Trevor Read    07525.724002 

Publicity Co-ordinator  Glyn Hill    07986 319163 

Publicity    Colin Will    07721 611816 

Publicity    Dean Harris    07956 339112 

RL & RC Co-ordinator   Dean Harris    07956 339112 

Discount Scheme   David Arbon    01473 902190 

Webmaster    Mike Roberts   01473 718915 

Magazine Editor   Felix Oliver    07712 649860 

Committee Support Members 
Membership Secretary  Linda Barker   01473 327555 

Associate Co-ordinator  Susan Smith    01206 251946 

Admin Support   Sara Hale    01359 241552 

National Observers 
Mike Roberts 01473 718915 David Rudland  01473 401362 

Derek Barker 01473 327555 Richard Toll   01473 401363 

Lee Gage  07732 753623 André Castle  07730 526674 

Paul Spalding 07879 844618  

Observers 
John Morgan 01473 711699 Steve Gocher  01473 430643 

Paul Newman 01473 620450 Simon Phillips  01473 830671 

Tony Chyc  01206 231782 Julian Harvey  01449 770355 

Ruth Acworth 07783 007100 Ross Mckinlay  07986 838028 

Tim Murgatroyd 07901 332757 Kevin Brendish  07854 494041 

Craig Evans  07841 037276 Gary Smith   07824 805263 

Geoff Scott  07983 939998 Paul Ballard   07850 715063 

I.A.M. Examiners 
Kevin Stark  07801600378  Neale McConnell  01986798452 

If you would like to help out on the committee come along to a meeting and see 

what you can do to contribute, after all many hands makes light work 
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WEBSITE ADDRESS 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 

All Official Correspondence to:  
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Chairman's Chat 
 

A very warm welcome to the August 

edition of the SAM Observer. 

 

I wonder if this month will turn out to 

be as warm and humid as July has 

been?  Talking about warm weather, I 

accepted an invitation to join Mark 

Murphy on his BBC Radio Suffolk 

show on Monday 25th July in a 

discussion about riders not wearing 

protective gear whilst riding in the 

warm weather.  This was just a couple 

of days after a chap filtered up behind 

me at traffic lights in Ipswich town 

centre wearing plimsolls, shorts, T 

shirt, no gloves and a high vis vest.  For me the risk of wearing no protective gear 

in the Summer heat in order to be comfortable is just too high, leaving too much 

to chance with all too well known consequences.  As we all know; the System, if 

adopted and applied correctly leaves nothing to chance. 

 

The programme is available through BBC iPlayer until the 24th August. 

You can find it with an internet search of “Mark Murphy, 25/07/16” or via the 

link below. The discussion starts at 2 hours and 7 minutes. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p040gwxq 

 

I joined Rob Day and Steve Milbourne for a night shift manning the ACU 

National Rally control point in Bury St Edmunds.  A big thank you to everyone 

that helped out, the participants appreciated your efforts.  Thanks also going to 

Pete Edwards for providing the marshals with protection from the elements by 

way of his caravan that he uses for BSB events. 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed the Circuit of Suffolk SAM organised social ride in aid of 

our chosen charity, Suffolk Accident Rescue Service (SARS).  

Dr Andy Mason came along to the pre-ride briefing to give us a talk about their 

history and the invaluable work that they carry out as volunteers and their 
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reliance on donations in order to continue operating as a charity.  Our donations 

on the day totalled £131.50 

http://sars999.org.uk/ 

 

The tour of Hideout Leather's factory given by Kate on our Rideout to Hideout 

was also most enjoyable.  It included meeting the staff, details of manufacturing 

and repair techniques of various types of motorcycle clothing, the materials, 

threads & stitching used and research into the effectiveness of gear that has been 

up the road / track.  The tour and afternoon tea & cake were much appreciated by 

all who attended.  Thanks to Kate and the team. 

 

On the Committee front we now have a Vice Chairman.  Please join me in 

welcoming Geoff Scott, Observer, to the Committee and the role of 

Vice Chairman.  You may see more of Geoff in future presenting the occasional 

group night that I can't make. 

 

The position of group Secretary is still open.  If you're interested in the role, a 

position on the Committee and would like to know more about what it may entail 

I'll be happy to discuss it with you. 

 

How is your Chief's Challenge going?  Have you finished yet?  I've completed 

Essex and am planning the Norfolk and Suffolk locations at present.  I'll need to 

pull my finger out though and get the remainder of the locations complete this 

month. 

 

At the time of writing we don't have a guest speaker lined up for this month's 

group night on Tuesday 16th.  As an alternative and if I get time I'll put some 

details together about the Bloodhound Project and the plan to break the land 

speed record.  Keep an eye on the SAM website Calendar for up to the minute 

details of group nights and all other SAM organised events. 

www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for guest speakers then Trevor Read, 

Events, will be most happy to receive the details. 

 

See you on the 16th. 

 

Cheers    Steve 
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New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Stephen Carter   Robert Nutt   Michael Nutt 

Andrew Slater   Martin Lyne 
If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Jon Southgate his Observer were Julian Harvey & Mike Roberts 

Les Steggles  his Observer was  Mike Roberts,  

(The first SAM member to pass on a scooter) 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let 

Karl Hale or Susan Smith know. 
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SAM Theory Evenings 

 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly 

after Group Nights, SAM holds its monthly Theory 

Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of 

important rider skills these nights are an informal evening 

of facts and lively banter all aimed at improving your ride 

based on the information in “How to be a better rider”. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the Skill for Life course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on their theory and 

add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Skill for Life Course. 
 

Karl Hale,       SAM Chief Observer 
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Ecuador 
 

After crossing the border from Peru we immediately felt that we were in a 

different country, almost a different world! The 3 wheeled bike taxis were 

replaced by 4x4 double cab trucks - Ecuador has obviously a lot more money 

than Peru! 
 

We stayed in a lovely log cabin at a yoga retreat in Vilcabamba, where the locals 

apparently live forever - well very old anyway! It was nice to relax for a couple 

of days. Then on to the colonial town of Cuenca, where we visited a Panama hat 

museum. Panama hats actually come from Ecuador! At Alausi we went on the 

Devils Nose train ride, famous for zig zagging down a 500 metre deep rock face. 

The night before, we felt our first earthquake, shaking us in bed. We checked the 

next day to find it was quite big, 6.7 on the Richter scale. Luckily we were we 

along way from its centre! 
 

We have found Ecuador much more expensive 

than Peru and surprisingly we feel less safe riding 

on the roads. They drive much faster here whereas 

in Peru and Bolivia, even though they are still just 

as crazy, their vehicles are in such bad condition 

that they can't drive so fast! However, the roads 

and food are 

better and they 

are also set up 

better for 

tourists. 
 

We continued to 

Quito where we 

booked a last minute cruise around the 

Galapagos Islands. We flew out 3 days later to 

join our ship, the Eden, with 14 other 

passengers. We had an amazing time visiting 

several islands and lots of snorkelling. We saw 

many species that only live in the Galapagos. 

Some have evolved differently depending on 

which island they live in, such as Darwins 

Finches. Most species are not scared of humans 
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so we get quite close, it feels very strange! Some birds were even nesting on the 

paths so we have to walk around them! Our favourites were swimming with 

Green Sea Turtles and Reef Sharks, Galapagos Sea Lions, Blue and Red Footed 

Boobies (birds), Frigate Birds and the Giant Tortoise. 
 

We returned to Quito, the rain, the AT 

and headed back south. We wanted to 

visit Quilitoa, a volcano crater at 3900 

metres with a green lake inside. There 

is also a lovely walk around the crater. 

We arrived soaked and very cold! The 

local accomodation was either 

expensive or damp so we looked at the 

lake, fed a lovely stray dog (we carry 

dog food with us) and headed to a 

lower altitude for the night. Maybe we 

will return in better weather! 
 

So we decided to head for the jungle. If we were going to be riding in the rain it 

might as well be warmer! We stopped at Banos with its thermal baths. There we 

hiked to Casa del Arbol, a famous tree house with a swing over a steep drop on 

the slopes of Volcan Tungurahua. Its an active volcano but sadly not smoking 

while we were there. We then camped and walked to the Devils Cauldron 

waterfall. Its a cool waterfall where we crawled through a cave to get to one side 

and over sloped swing bridges to get to the other. 
 

We then rode along a mainly paved road into the jungle - a lovely but wet ride. 

There were many short dirt sections where the road had subsided and been 

patched up and some where half the road had fallen away. We stayed in the 

dodgy oil town of Lago Agrio and again left the AT at a hostel before taking a 4 

day tour deeper into the Amazon, 2 hours by bus and a further 2 hours on a 

motorised canoe. On the way we saw many birds and some monkeys. We stayed 

at the small Siona lodge on the banks of Laguna Grande (big lake). The lake 

water is slightly acidic so mosquito larvae can't survive - virtually a mosquito 

free zone - lovely! 
 

We went on a night hike where we saw loads of spiders, including the very 

poisonous banana spider and a poisonous frog! We had several canoe trips, day 

walks and also a lovely swim in the Laguna at sunset. The water was quite warm 

but we were also sharing it with Caimans and Pirahnas! We had a small Caiman 

at our lodge some nights and a tree frog in our room! Our guide was excellent 
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and we wouldn't have seen much without him! He would spot a small snake from 

the canoe at night with a torch from about 15 metres or more away. When we 

were about 2 metres away it still took us a while to see it! We saw Sloths, snakes, 

including Anaconda and Boa Constrictors, a lizard, 3 types of monkey and many 

many beautiful birds. We also saw many ants, one type was called the Bullet Ant 

because its bite was like being shot by a bullet and another nicknamed a 'take 

your clothes off' ant. If you got them on you, well you know what you had to do 

to stop them biting you! 
 

We also had a canoe trip to meet the native Siona tribe where we were shown 

how to make bread from Yucca, from the earth to our stomachs. A Tarantula 

spider watched from the roof just above our heads! We also met their Shaman, 

who explained about his work and then let us have a go with his blow pipe. Its a 

great weapon, using a poison tipped dart, they can hit a target many metres away. 

I had a go and hit a small target about the size of my palm about 5 metres away - 

first time! After an early morning bird watching trip in the canoe our trip came to 

and end and we travelled back to our hostel. It was a relief to find the bike ok and 

our bike gear untouched - 'locked' in an old toilet! 
 

We took a diffetent route on our way out of the jungle. We had a beautiful ride 

and recognised many birds from our trip. We passed through many small villages 

where the locals were always happy to see us. We stopped over at Puerto 

Misahuali beside the rivers Napo and Misahuali, where we could watch many 

birds and monkeys. We rode along a dirt road further into the jungle to take a 

motorised canoe to visit an animal rescue centre where we saw two Tapir and 

some cats. 
 

We left Misahualli and headed for the coast for some dry, warm weather. The 

ride took 3 days through torrential rain, over 

or around many mudslides and under some 

waterfalls! All good fun though. The big 

difference in Ecuador, compared to Peru and 

Bolivia, is that they are set up to clear 

landslides quickly. On the way we realised 

that someone had tried to break into our seat 

recently - the front clasp was hanging off. 

Luckily they hadn't broken in as we store 

some valuables underneath. We bought some 

epoxy resin and made a good repair. 
 

We visited Puerto Lopez for a few days, a 
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nice seaside town with a sandy beach and took a boat rides to see Humpback 

Whales. We were lucky to see several, some right by the boat and the amazing 

sight of seeing one jump right out of the water! We also saw a large school of 

dolphins showing off their acrobatic skills. It was a rough ride though and we 

were glad we took sea sickness tablets - one unlucky passenger was hanging over 

the edge! 
 

We continued north near to the coast and saw some of the aftermath of the recent 

big earthquake. One hotel we stayed in was partially damaged - windows 

smashed and an extension demolished. 
 

We stayed in Mindo in the cloud forest and saw lots of amazing hummingbirds 

and butterflies. We also took a trip on a zip line powered by a car engine across a 

gorge to see some more waterfalls. We rode to Mitad del Mundo (middle of the 

world) where we visited the Intinan Museum with some interesting info on the 

ecuator. 
 

We wanted to bypass Quito and after a recommendation from the owner of our 

hostel we took what looked like a 

bad route on our map. Whether 

the other option was better we 

shall never know! The road 

started with twisty tarmac and 

then a good dirt track. It then 

deteriorated to a muddy and 

stoney farm track but the scenery 

was beautiful. We used our 

phones GPS to show where we 

were but we had no idea which 

tracks were better. On one section 

I had to inch down a steep, rocky 

track on the front brake with Dee 

walking in front. We eventually 

made it back to tarmac and after a 

cold and misty mountain pass we 

made it to Otavalo - about 175 

km in 7 hours! We were now 

ready to leave Ecuador and enter 

Colombia! 
 

Phil and Dee Acton 
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Tom Wisbey 
 

I just wanted to say that I really enjoyed the article written by Sonnie Westley. 
 

He mentioned many names that I recognised, people and places, inc the Ipswich 

Motorcycling Iconic names of Revett and Bickers. 
 

The mention of Revetts and Bickers especially. My pals and I would sometimes 

wander into town on a Saturday (obviously we walked) and would always 

(without fail) pop first into Revetts, then Bickers. We would ooh and ahh over 

the latest scrambler sitting in Bickers and imagine ourselves screaming through 

the gears, jumping vast chasms as we went. This would of course give us all the 

bug for a bit of scrambling, so we would abandon our trip in town, head down to 

our pal 'Andy' get his 'souped up' Honda C50 crunch and patiently wait a rip 

round the Ballast/Ballee Pits down Bramford Rd (the old fairground). We would 

thrash the heart out of that poor thing, sometimes you could get up to 2 foot off 

the ground, the meet would always end in one of several ways, out of fuel, bike 

would get so hot that it refused to start again, mechanical failure (even taking out 

the plug and blowing on it would not cure this). 
 

One name that jumped out was Tom Wisbey (Wizby in the article, we’ve had it 

spelt worse!) Tom was my Grandad, he was quite a man’s man. When he did 

drive the minerals lorry to these meets he would sometimes take my Father along 

(Trevor Wisbey). 
 

I have attached a 

photograph of my 

Grandad Tom from 

earlier in his life, should 

Sonnie wish to see it. 
 

Once again, thanks for 

an amazing article, it 

bought back many 

memories for me. 
 

Richard Wisbey  
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ULTRA-MINI-REVIEW 
KAWASAKI Z800 

 

My Kawasaki 1400GTR was yet again booked in for a service at Orwells, 

Ipswich. This time it required a 30,000 mile mega service (1,300 miles late!) 

with top end valve check. A service that necessitates major disassembly. 

 

So as the bike was going to be in the workshop most of the day, I needed a 

courtesy bike. On the forecourt was the new Kawasaki Z800 naked Streetfighter. 

Now the title above says Ultra-Mini, so dig out your March 2016 issue of The 

SAM Observer, or go online, and read my review of the Kawasaki Z1000SX. 

Most of what I said then, applies here too. 

 

 

What’s different? Well, obviously 200cc is missing, which equates to about 30 

horses. To be honest for road riding the loss of power is not really noticeable. 

What was noticeable though were the buzzy feelings through the bars and pegs 

that weren’t there on the Z1000. Again, this is a revvy bike and really could pull 

a 7
th
 gear ... I did try finding it a few times ☺. However, that revvy nature means 

it is very flexible in every gear, making it a very easy bike to ride, with little 
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worry of being wrong footed by being a gear too high. This would be an ideal 

bike moving up from a mid-range 500, but it would equally entertain a seasoned 

rider. The exhaust howl is addictive if you keep it in the lower gears (you won’t 

hear the howl at legal speeds in the higher gears!). Strangely, the Z800 gets 

thrown about more by the 

bumpy Suffolk country roads. I 

was convinced that this was 

due to the Z800 being much 

lighter, but the specs on 

Kawasaki’s website say they 

weigh the same! So maybe the 

cheaper price has affected the 

quality of the suspension 

components?  I only put 70-80 

miles on the Z800, but by then 

my Achilles heel riding this 

bike was becoming apparent. 

My backside and knees were 

paying the price for the style 

and suspension. 

 

Which would I have? For an 

everyday, do anything bike, 

then the Z1000SX would be 

my choice, but as a weekend 

bit of fun the Z800. Your needs 

and requirements may differ. 

 

Did I mention it too likes to 

rev? ☺ 

 

 

 

Mike Roberts 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2016 
4th September 
The Weeping Ash 

15 New St, 

Saint Neots, 

Cambridgeshire 

PE19 1AD 

Tel: 01480 408330 

 

Meet at Tesco Stowmarket IP14 5BE for a 08:30 Briefing and subsequent 

departure. 

 

All riders must attend the Briefing. 

 

Ride Co-ordinator is Dean Harris. 

 

Take Gun Cotton Way to A1120 take 3
rd
 exit towards Stowmarket 

 

At traffic lights turn right then keep left at roundabout take 2nd exit to Combs 

Ford 

 

Straight over 1
st
 mini roundabout, then straight over staggered mini roundabouts 

onto Combs Lane heading to Finborough. 

 

At T Junction turn right then 1
st
 left over bridge onto Lower Road. 

 

At Roundabout take 1
st
 exit onto A1088 towards Ixworth 

 

After Stanton Street take left onto Bull Road toward Pakenham. 

 

At T junction turn right, then left onto A143 and first right onto A1106 Mill 

Road. 

 

Continue over two roundabouts, at next take 3
rd
 exit onto A1101 Bury Road. 

 

At roundabout take 2
nd
 exit continuing on A1101 through Mildenhall towards 

Littleport. 
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Approaching Littleport take 1
st
 exit on roundabout on to New River Bank. 

 

At T junction turn right then first left onto Queen Adelaide Way. 

 

At T junction turn right onto A142 then 1
st
 exit at roundabout. 

 

Continue over 2 roundabouts and then at third take 1
st
 exit onto Witchford 

Road. 

 

At roundabout take 2
nd
 exit onto A142 to Sutton. 

 

At roundabout take 1
st
 exit onto Ely Road, then straight over 2 roundabouts. 

 

At end of road turn right onto B1381 High Street 

 

At roundabout take 2
nd
 exit onto A1123. 

 

Take 2
nd
 exit at roundabout then 1

st
 exit onto A1096 Harrison Way. 

 

Continue over 3 roundabouts towards A14, follow road over A14 then 2
nd
 exit at 

roundabout B1040 towards Biggleswade. 

 

At roundabout take 2
nd
 exit, then 1

st
 exit at next roundabout. 

 

Take 2
nd
 exit at roundabout and then 3

rd
 exit onto A428 towards St Neots. 

 

At roundabout take 2
nd
 exit Cambridge Road to St Neots 

 

Cross over 4 roundabouts  

 

At second traffic lights turn right into B1043 Huntingdon Road then left at next 

traffic lights. 

 

Destination is left at lights, parking is straight over at lights  
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that 

facilitate SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase 

the club social rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our 

much-loved breakfast, Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to 

continue. If you are interested in helping the club, and helping yourself 

by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride Leader, please contact Sara Hale 

to find out more information about one or both of these roles. 

 

 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 David Wood,  Chris Nunn,  John Jenkins,  Keith Pavelin 

 Phil Sayer,  Glyn Hill,  Martin Drury,  Dean Harris,  Vini Evans. 

 Richard Ockelton 

 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Paul Jocelyn-Brown,  Brian Ellis,  Ken Beckinsale,  

Tim Wash 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Saturday Jaunt 
17th September 2016 

The Shed Café 

Toad Row, 

Henstead, 

Suffolk 

NR34 7LG 

Tel: 01502 741227 
 

http://www.theshedhenstead.co.uk/home/4583043172 
 

Meet at Tesco Stowmarket IP14 5BE for a 14:00 Briefing and subsequent 

departure. 
 

All riders must attend the Briefing. 

 

Ride Co-ordinator is Richard Ockleton. 
 

Leave Tescos car park and head toward A1120 toward Stowupland. 
 

Continue on A1120 until Peasenhall, at crossroads take left on to Mill Hill 

towards Heavingham. 
 

At T junction turn right onto B1117 continue until Halesworth 
 

At roundabout take 3
rd
 exit Saxon way A144, then straight over next roundabout 

 

At roundabout take 3
rd
 exit onto Quay St B1123 

 

On entering Holton, bear left onto The Street B1124 
 

At T junction turn left onto London Road A145 
 

At Shaddingfield take right turn on to Sotterly Road 
 

Before National Speed limit sign bear left on to Rectory Road to Ellough 
 

At end of road bear left on to Pound Road 
 

At T junction turn right on to B1127 towards Henstead 
 

In Henstead bear left on to Toad Row 
 

Continue for ½ mile and Shed café is on the left hand side. 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of the 

route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR NEW 
OBSERVERS TO JOIN OUR 

RANKS 
 

Observers are a valuable asset to the club and give of their time freely in the 

interests of improving Motorcycle Road Safety.  
 

To ensure we continue with the fantastic work of the current team I am 

organising an assessment day for those members who are interested in trying out 

for this demanding role on Sunday 25
th
  September 2016.  

 

Before you send that email or grab the phone and call, let me give you some of 

the facts.  
 

The assessment day will be long and tiring, you will be assessed by a number of 

our current observers throughout that time and after the festivities have ceased 

you will be told if you are ready or not to commence SAM observer training. 
 

Being an Observer for SAM requires the following qualities, you need to be;  
 

 Committed to improving the standard of riding for both yourself and others. 
 

 Have very good communication skills and be contactable.  
 

 Have a good knowledge of Roadcraft and be able to put over the concepts 

of it to people from all backgrounds and abilities. 
 

 Be riding at least the standard of the IAM test and have enough 

concentration left to observe another rider. 
 

 Be a fully paid up member of SAM and the IAM.  
 

 Have loads of patience.  
 

Be able to give freely of your time to observe, attend regular refresher training 

sessions with other Observers, support organised events and share your skills 

onto others. 
 

So the training process; 
 

Following successful selection on Sunday 25th September 2016 assessment day, 

you will need to commit to attending at least three evening classroom training 
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sessions of around 2 hours each, these will be done towards the end of the year / 

New Year. There will then be a number of practical assessments concentrating on 

your riding, communications and teaching each of which will be driven by you. 

You would be expected to have completed all of this by the end of Spring 2017 

so that we can use your new found skills. 
 

I make no apologies, the process is tough, however there is a minimum national 

standard required and this has to be verified by the Institute of the Motor Industry 

(IMI) where upon success you will have earned an external qualification 

endorsed by them. The programme is designed not only to get the right people 

with the right skills but also the right attitude, you will not be a ‘Show Pony’ you 

will be a ‘Work Horse’ so you really need to want to do it for the right reasons. 
 

If I have not put you off by now and you are now even keener then give me a call 

on 01359 241552 or book your place email Sara at 

karlsarahale@btinternet.com 
 

Closing date for applications will be Saturday 17
th
 September 2016. 

 

Karl Hale          Chief Observer 
 

David Silver’s Motorcycles 
 

I am organising a trip to David Silver’s motorcycles and spares of Honda 

motorcycle parts near Woodbridge Suffolk. 
 

David Silver has just opened a museum with around 150 Honda motorcycles. 

Dating from the earlier 1950 & 60 & 70 & 80 and 1990 too and alot of the bikes 

are rare. The museum is held on two floors and would take you around an hour to 

walk around for everybody to see everything they have there. 
 

The two dates would be 27
th
 August 2016 or 3

rd
 September 2016 

 

The times are to be agreed, and if there's a lot of people who would like to come 

and see the bikes, both dates may have to be used, or even more dates later in the 

year.. 
 

So every member please take a look and see what on your doorstep in Suffolk 

and join me. 
 

Phil Sells 
 

Contact Philip.sells@sky.com    Or mobile 07775 680309  
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Few Days in Germany – 
Euro tripping 

 

Several of you may have heard me wittering on about past trips to the Eiffel 

Mountains in Germany. I thought it’s about time to put podgy finger to keyboard 

and give a bit more detail to encourage others or put you off for life. I’ll keep it 

brief but please feel free to contact me if you have any specific questions. 

Sort of aimed at people thinking of travelling abroad for the first time or first 

time solo. 

 

I have been going to this region for well over a decade, I chose this mainly 

because: 

 It’s an easy day ride – if you call miles easy ☺ 

 I know a good cheap, friendly and helpful biker hotel 

 The locals are friendly 

 The hotel is full of bikers at weekends so lots of people to talk to 

 The cars and trucks move out of the way for bikes 

Most importantly: 

 The roads are superb 

 The weather is a bit better than here 

 The Nurburgring is 40 miles away 

 The Mosel is 40 miles away 

 The equally superb Luxemburg is 40 miles away 

 

In short what’s not to like ☺ 

 

My Itinerary this time: Left 

work in Colchester at 12 O’clock, 

Channel Tunnel about 2 O’clock, 

Hotel for 9 O’clock in time for the 

hotel, first beer and plan next day. 

 

First day: Thursday 

Ride around the northern Eiffel. I 

haven’t explored here before but 

found the largest volcanic lake in 

the area and a road that is so superb 
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that they have to close it at weekends and holidays to stops bikers binning it. 

There was a BMW S1000r down 

when I was there. Sounds 

dangerous but to be fair it wasn’t, it 

was just excellent. 

 

Friday: 

Trip to the Mosel. I’ve done lots 

around Cochem and Bernkassek 

Kues but nothing south of Trier so I went to explore and also look at a cycling 

trip with the wife.  

The river road was nice and scenic but got a bit samey after a while so I ventured 

south and make my way across country to Tries Karten and found some lovely 

villages, twisty roads and a nice lunch spot 

 

Saturday: 

Off to Luxemburg, such a nice 

country, some big open fast 

sweepers and some very twisty 

bits and some superb towns too 

for coffee stops etc. Check out 

the N27 on your search engine 

from Esch sur Sure to Ettelbruck 

☺ if that don’t make you grin 

then it’s time to get a trike!  
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The is Esch sur Sure – a great lunch stop. 

 

A few seconds after I took this 10 bikes snaked 

round the bend and would have made my picture Do’h ☺ 

 

Sunday: it’s time to hit the volume for a steady ride back through the tunnel. 

Leave at 9 O’clock and home for 3.30 in time for tea ☺ 

 

Typically this is something I’ve done alone. A few times I’ve taken others over 

but to be honest I don’t mind either way and am happy enough up to 5 or 6 days 

on my own. But I know the hotel owners well, several of the locals have a chat, 

most other bikers at the hotel will spend time and if desperate there are a few 

Americans that use the bar if I get desperate ☺ because the hotel is close to the 

airbase at Bitburg which is also the home of one of Germanys most famous beers 

“Bitte ein Bit” 

 

Things to know: 

Like most Brits I speak minimal German – Not a big issue. Riding on the right is 

pretty instinctive after a short while – there are tricks to help you remember. The 

local beer isn’t as good as a nice bitter but the Eifeller landbier is worth a try ☺ 

 

Snitzels are excellent and local food contains lots of meat. They do like a salad 

but only if sandwiched by meat courses ☺ Expect a lot of people smoking. Take 

cash – a lot of German restaurants and bars don’t take plastic. Take a card that 

doesn’t get charges abroad 
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Cost: 

Tunnel: about £65 both ways depending on times. Fuel is similar to UK costs and 

cheaper in Luxemburg. I did nearly 1500 miles in the 5 days. Hotel is about Euro 

35 for B&B. Soup, Snitzel, Cake and a beer about Euro 25. Borders aren’t up yet 
☺  
 

Bike bits 

Take what spare you feel necessary – bulbs required in some of Europe. Normal 

tool kit. Puncture repair. Because I travel alone I take spare fuel. Cable ties. Tape 

to protect paintwork – hold things together. Bike docs, maps, breakdown docs. I 

use a phone and maps backup and planning. Phone and charging facility 

Not exhaustive list 

 

Most of all take: 

Sense of adventure. Keenness to try new things. Confidence – no one will know 

you so who cares how embarrassing it gets ☺ 

 

BTW – just my thoughts, everyone is different and will do things their way, need 

their bits and their own things that make them comfortable. 

 

Enjoy, 

 

Paul Sharpe 

Editorial 
 

I have to first point out my little booboo. I was 

sent an email, which had an article about 

finding a couple of classic bikes in Malta 

Signed Andrea. I, wrongly assumed it was 

André Castle. Who pounced on me at club 

night because he was in the doghouse by Mrs 

Castle for going to Malta, firstly without 

telling her and secondly for not taking her.  
 

So to set the record straight, The article on 

page 2 of the July magazine was by Andrea Williams, thank you for sending it in. 

In addition, sorry to Mrs Castle who didn’t get the trip to Malta. 
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Talking about trips, coming home the other night saw an orange bike outside the 

Bacton village hall taking a selfie, I tried to give a gentle “Toot toot” but my 

current van is German and it doesn’t understand gentle, so it was more of a 

blast…. Sorry, tried to give a cheery wave. 
 

Hope that you have all signed up to the Chiefs Challenge, I have all the details, 

only now have to plot my route and get out and about. 
 

Clocked over 1000 miles now, went to club night on the bike, last Saturday have 

to collect some bits in Stradbroke, then go to Bury which just happened to have 

to take the long way round. The wood for my garage has arrived, just have to 

finish the current job so that I have room to work then my poor old girl can be 

trucked up in the warm next winter. 

 

At the Show at Heveningham Hall there was this bike with the engine in the 

middle of the wheel. It started when push rolled, stalled when you stopped, 5 

cylinder rotary 640cc 
 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, 

Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
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Thank you 
To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. ☺ 

But….. what about the rest of you…. � 
 

Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club night 
If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 Sam.editor@btinternet.com  
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd
 Thursday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: David Arbon 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 
 

August 2016 
 

Fri 12
th
 ~ Sat 13

th
  Safe Rider. If you can help the Publicity Team on the 

Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn Hill on 07986-319163 
 

Tuesday 16
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker. Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas 

and coffees. 
 

Thursday 18
th
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Overtaking 
 

Thursday 25
th
   Chip Run,. Reg’s / Reggie's CO15 4BS Meet at Tesco 

Copdock, B&M Rear Park IP8 3TT in good time for 18:15 All riders must attend 

Briefing. 
 

September 2016 
 

Sunday 4
th
    Breakfast Run, The Weeping Ash PE19 1AD Meet at 

Tesco Stowmarket IP14 5BE for a 08:30 Briefing and subsequent departure. All 

riders must attend Briefing 
 

Wednesday 7
th
    SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf 

Club.19:30 
 

Saturday 17
th
   Saturday Jaunt,. The Shed Café NR34 7LG Meet at 

Tesco Stowmarket IP14 5BE for a 14:00 Briefing and subsequent departure. All 

riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Tuesday 20
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker. Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas 

and coffees. 
 

Thursday 22
nd
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Planning & Positioning 
 

Fri 23
rd
 ~ Sat 24

th
  Safe Rider. If you can help the Publicity Team on the 

Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn Hill on 07986-319163 
 

Sunday 25
th
   Observer Assessment Day, See adverts in magazines, 

Contact Karl Hale. 
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October 2016 
 

Sunday 2
nd
   Copdock Bike Show , If you can help with motorcycle 

parking or on our promotion stand, please speak to a Committee member. 
 

Wednesday 5
th
    SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf 

Club.19:30 
 

Sunday 9
th
    Breakfast Run, TBA All riders must attend Briefing 

 

Tuesday 18
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker. Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas 

and coffees. 
 

Thursday 20
th 
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Cornering 
 

Saturday 22
nd
   Saturday Jaunt,. TBA All riders must attend Briefing. 

 

 
 

Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any changes 

after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can be 

unpredictable  
 

 
 

Disclaimer 
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
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