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The photo was taken by Derek Barker and is of the Kawasaki H2 on test from 

Orwell Motorcycles. 

Mike Roberts did the cover picture editing and graphical work. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Sillett, Rob Day and Derek Barker handing over the Cheque 
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Chairman's Chat 
 

A very warm welcome to the August edition 

of the SAM Observer. 

 

Whilst looking for a new helmet recently I 

discovered Vozz, a radical design departure 

from contemporary helmet design.  The 

main difference being the rear access, clam 

shell design, hinging at the top of the head, 

opening into front and rear sections.  

Another feature of this design being that 

there's no chin strap.  Vozz are an Australian 

company and have achieved ECE / 

European safety standards, although 

there isn't a SHARP rating available at 

the time of writing.  The current design 

doesn't include an internal sun visor 

which is a must for me needing to 

wear specs.  If future versions do 

include one I'll give it some serious 

consideration. 

 

http://www.vozzhelmets.com/ 

 

Many thanks to Vini Evans and the Social Ride team for planning, organising 

and leading last month's Noose of Norfolk all day ride out in aid of our chosen 

charity Suffolk Accident Rescue Services (SARS).  It rained later in the 

afternoon but didn't dampen the spirit of the attendees who I'd also like to thank 

for their donations.  Along with a donation from our second stop, the Kingfisher 

café at Walcott, a total of £140 was raised. 

 

I've gathered a third of the location images for my Chief’s Challenge 2017 

attempt.  I need to pull my finger out and plan routes for the remaining locations 

as the closing date is the 1st September, by which time images need to have been 

obtained and verified, by a member of the committee. 
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Many thanks to Phil and Dee Acton for their talk about their Central and South 

America motorcycling adventure at last month's group night.  Along with the 

selection of their photos, detailed descriptions of the places they visited, road 

conditions, practical steps they took from tools to cooking utensils, combined 

with Dee's demonstrations, made for an incredibly professional presentation.  If 

you'd like to read more about their adventure which covered 26,500 miles over 

14 months, you can read about it in previous editions, starting from March 2016 

and on their blog here: 

 

http://inbetweendogs.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

 

This month's guest speaker is Rhys 

Lawrey who's going to talk about 

his motorcycling adventures 

including his trip around the globe 

which earned him two Guinness 

World records.  Image courtesy of 

2moroRider. 

 

See you there. 

 

Cheers 
 

  Steve 
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New Associate Members 
 

Nigel Pye   John Knight 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Ben Fake    his Observer was  Steve Gocher 

Geoffrey Clement  his Observer was  Derek Barker 

Philip Fisher   his Observer was  Ruth Acworth 

Steve Carter   his Observer was  Paul Newman 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let 

Karl Hale or Susan Smith know. 
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4 POINTS IN 4 DAYS 
Day 1 
 

Following on from our article /plea in the 

June edition of the SAM Observer 

Myself, Johnny Sillett and Derek Barker 

alias Dad, Slim and Blue Leader have 

completed our charity challenge of riding 

to the 4 most extreme geographical 

points of mainland Britain.  Plus a couple 

of days bimbling about in the highlands. 

 

So on the 19th of June we set off from 

Lowestoft at 4.30am and popped over to the Ness, the furthest point East for 

selfie photos (as there was no one around to take a photo for us).  We then set off 

on what was to be the 1st of 2 of the hottest days of the year, it was already 22 

degrees. 

 

We had decided to go south down the A12 / M25 / M3 to get past London asap 

and before rush hour. Well that was not going to be as at 6.30 am The M25 was 

heaving with 

3/4 lanes of 

stop start 

traffic, at 

times 

requiring 

some prudent 

filtering all 

the way round 

to the M3 in 

now 30 

degrees. 

 

Then a much 

nicer varying 

ride down the 

A303 / A30 

into Cornwall 
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and finally a bimble between the Cornish bank down the lanes to The Lizard 

Point the furthest point South. 

 

After approx 500 mls a welcome cuppa and Cream Tea and some photo,s in now 

32 degrees. 

 

Day 2 
 

After a stuffy nights sleep in a nice quirky Hotel in Redruth we were away at 

9am again in already 28 degrees for what we knew would be the most 

uninteresting part of our journey. Mostly motorway up to Lancaster and then a 

lovely 20ml dip into the Dales to a regular pit stop in Ingleton.  There was a little 

bit of queuing/ filtering  on the M5 and a complete stop on the M6 so the traffic 

officers could remove a broken down truck which allowed us to filter approx 2 

miles to the front of the queue and clear motorway  for a few miles. Again all in 

30 degrees. 

 

Day 3 
 

Another 9am start today in the rain for the 480ml  journey up to Ardnamurchan 

the furthest point West.  a long haul up the M6, the most picturesque motorway 

in the uk and with drying roads along the M74 / M8 to Glasgow and across the 

Clyde over the Erskine Bridge. 

 

We were then soon onto much more interesting single carriageway roads in the 

southern highlands and north via Loch Lomond, Rannoch Moor, now raining 

again as we rode through the dark atmospheric depths of Glen Coe and across the 

Ballaculish Bridge to within 6 mls of Fort William (not my favourite place) to 

catch the Coran ferry across Loch Linne and on to the Ardnamurchan peninsular 

for the 50 odd ml ride along 

the narrowing, twisty, rising 

and falling, demanding  little 

road to the lighthouse at the 

furthest point West. 

 

It was now chucking it down  

so a quick selfie photo session 

( there was no one here either) 

and a further 20 mile ride 

back along THAT road to our 

digs for the night. 
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Here our lovely host feted us with a fillet steak meal, a deal on the 1st class 

accommodation  and a donation to our cause. 

Some people never cease to amaze us with their kindness and generosity. 

 

Day4 
 

Bit of a late start today after a brekkie to die for, for what would be one of the 

best days motorcycling you could get in the uk.  After all its only 280 mls to 

Dunnett Head the furthest point North.  A quick fuel stop at Fort William 

followed by sorting out some traffic on the A9 to Drumnadrochit turning here to 

miss Inverness via Muir of Ord and Beauly. Have to mention at this point that we 

where passed on the A9 by a group of suicidal motorcyclists that give us all a bad 

name only to catch them up at some traffic lights at Fort Augustus. Some of the 

most suicidal overtaking we have seen in along time, to gain absolutely nothing. 

Rant over. 

 

North now along some Sat Nag chosen dry minor roads to Dunnett Head and the 

obligatory photos (there was someone here to oblige). 

 

A few miles back 

to 

our overnight 

stop in Thurso 

completed todays 

ride and ended 

the challenge. 

Thurso seemed a 

dreary little town 

but was cheered 

up a bit as we 

people watched a 

tour bus load of 

Americans come 

to terms with the 

dreariness and 

second rate accommodation. Funny!  

 

The following day we woke to a force 5/6 gale which would make our journey 

across the top of Scotland and down the West coast to Ullapool interesting to say 

the least. it was dry and bright for some of the most interesting roads and huge 
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scenery that would equal many places in our world. The North and West of 

Scotland is stunning. We came across many European motorcyclist up here and 

after speaking with a few it would seem that the weak pound has made Scotland 

a very affordable holiday destination and they obviously know that the highlands 

is a fantastic motorcycling venue. 

 

We came across the most remote little cafe on the A386 along the top where the 

elderly and dry humoured patron informed 2 cyclists that were checking there 

map that they didn't need a map as there was only one road and they could go 

either left or right. 

 

The following day we had a rest day, perfectly timed to coincide with the now 

force 8/9 gale that was sweeping the highlands. We walked, wind behind us into 

Ullapool  to revisit the sights and pubs that we are so familiar with. 

 

In diminishing winds and showery weather, the following day we set off on our 2 

day ride home via another night at our same pit stop in Ingleton in the Dales and 

then our very familiar route home on our last day after a quick stop at the 

Wensleydale cheese shop in Hawes to stock up and taste some nice cheeses 

 

The Stats, 

 

The mileage for the challenge was 1412. 

 

It had taken 29 hours in the saddle which equates to an average speed of 48.7 

MPH. 

 

The mileage for the whole journey was 2320. 

 

We have raised so far £1560 and with gift aid is closer to £2000 for the 

Peadeatric Day Unit Refurbication at Addenbrookes. 

 

We have reacquainted ourselves with some of the best motorcycling available in 

the uk. Endured 2 of the hottest days this year at 32 degrees. 

 

Met more new people that have shown us kindness and generosity and loved 

every minute of the journey, the banter and friendship that exists between us. 

 

Rob Day 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly after Group Nights, 

SAM holds its monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list 

of important rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively 

banter all aimed at improving your ride based on the 

information in the Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & PositioningCornering 

  Gears & Acceleration 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the 

session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Karl Hale,       SAM Chief Observer 
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Heading off on your trip 
of a life time, Africa or 

beyond ? 
 

After a somewhat entertaining trip to Namibia I've created a list of do's n don'ts 

on choosing a motorcycle adventure tour company that might save someone the 

grief I've recently been through. The Itinerary, read between the lines ;- 
 

Double no triple check the itinerary by googling it, ask for names and addresses 

of all stops and make sure you will be happy staying there. Do your own 

mapping between stops and check distances and road types. If something looks 

wrong ask. Ask what the longest days mileage is on or off road. 
 

Double check they have actually been to and have ridden the exact routes in the 

itinerary. 
 

Ask for a reference from someone who has been on this itinerary recently. 
 

Check they have stayed at and have first hand knowledge of the places they 

expect you to stay. 
 

Your tour company team, make sure it's not a one man band with no back up. 
 

Check they know the basics like difference between road and off road tyres, ask 

what tyres will be fitted google them, check they are suitable and indeed will last 

for the duration of your planned trip. It's a good idea that they are new if you’re 

heading off road. 
 

Check their knowledge of the motorcycles your hiring from them, ask they have 

proficient knowledge of how to fix a puncture or put the bike in off road mode 

etc. Check they carry sufficient tools and materials to top up oils, adjust chains, 

fix punctures. 
 

Check their off road experience ask when and what they have done before. 
 

Do they have first aid training and carry a first aid kit and sterile needle kit. 
 

When they refer to their team ask how many and who is the team what happens if 

your guide has an issue before or on tour. 
 

Your Safety and big bills:- 
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Ask what sort of insurance deposit is going to be sprung on you, don't ride a bike 

with a huge crash deposit on your credit card, off road you’re going to drop it. So 

make sure you’re fully insured for off road. 
 

Ask for details of signing on paperwork before parting with a deposit and :- 
 

If they don't ask you for your heath / medi vac insurance start thinking. 
 

If they don't ask for next of kin / emergency contact details then start thinking. 
 

If they don't ask you about any health issues or intolerances you have then start 

thinking. If they don't give you emergency instructions and contacts start 

worrying. 
 

Ask what their disaster recovery plan is in case of an accident or sickness or 

breakdown. For both Client and Tour Guide before booking. 
 

Check and double check the experience of the tour guide ask for references, you 

are putting your life in their hands so do it. 
 

Check they have invested in a satellite telephone if you’re heading off road into 

the wilds with no cell coverage. Not swapping cheap phone sims at Borders to 

save a few quid. 
 

Ask if they will be supplying you with up to date marked up maps or will the 

bikes have sat nav and routes, accommodation contact details in case you’re split 

up, it's easy to get split up in African towns or miss turns in the dust on long 

gravel roads. 
 

Ask if they have a contingency plan and prepared for the chance that you may 

not reach a planned over night destination. What is the fall back plan. 
 

Finally check they haven't wasted a fortune on designer off road gear but have a 

tatty free map they picked up from some gas station along the way. 
 

Check with your health and travel insurance that you are covered by phone and 

in writing. Tell them your riding a motorcycle make n model and cc, make sure 

your covered on and off road. Assumption is the mother of all **** ups. 
 

Do your homework before parting with your hard earned cash or waste your 

valuable holiday time. 
 

Be absolutely sure you and yours are totally comfortable putting your life in their 

hands. 
 

All the Best Graham Parker 
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The (florescent) Pink 
 

In an effort to provide something for the SAM Observer, and hopefully to 

promote some debate, I write following Giles Arbon’s article on The Wearing Of 

The (florescent) Pink . 

 

Giles has covered colours in his article and I think it is fair to say that the 

majority of florescent tabards that are available appear to be Yellow and I will 

assume that is the default colour for us. If nothing else, it seems to be the 

brightest colour around and, as Giles said, we like bright as it makes us a little 

more visible. I accept it is not enough on its own but it must add to the overall 

picture.  

 

However, I do ask whether we are wearing the tabard enough? Observers and 

Ride Leaders should obviously only wear their badged tabards when Observing 

or Ride Leading but a lot revert to the traditional biker black as soon as possible, 

almost as though the yellow top contains some form of contact poison. Should 

we, as advanced motorcyclists, be considering wearing colour a bit more? Should 

observers and Ride Leaders be setting an example to Associates by at least 

keeping some colour on until out of sight? 

 

I suggest we can agree some outside limits. Anyone wearing something saying 

POLITE MOTORCYCLIST with a chequer pattern beneath is skating not only 

with ridicule but also potentially putting others at risk as the next (maybe well 

behaved) biker might get short shrift from a car annoyed by someone ‘faking it’. 

I also think that the belt and sash that I wore for my test some years ago is 

probably a minimum. Is somewhere in between the two about right or should we 

really be wearing no colour other than black. And that is without debating the 

philosophical question of whether black is a colour. 

 

Bikers have a poor enough reputation, sometimes well earned, such as the 

buffoon doing 85mph on the A14 last Sunday. The weather was hot but he 

should have been wearing more than helmet, shorts and a t-shirt. If we wear 

nothing but the Black, are we in danger of irritating cars and therefore making it 

more dangerous for the next rider? 

 

A lot of legislations now insist that drivers who break down wear a florescent 

top. If we don’t carry one, will we be breaking the law in those jurisdictions? 
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Should we carry one for breakdowns (black not always being the most visible 

colour (except on snow)). 

 

On a personal note, I tend to wear yellow over the black as it is hard enough 

getting through traffic in Cambridge (where I work) as it is and I have noticed 

that the Yellow makes traffic that little bit more aware of me and a shade more 

tolerant. It might help that I ride an upright bike (a Deauville) and from a 

distance look like I might have a different job. If I don’t have that yellow, I am in 

black from head to toe and look like a low level Bond villain – the one that is 

killed very early in the chase scene. That is not an image with the positive life 

outcome I wish to portray. 

 

Part of the purpose of the IAM is to discuss and debate. I look forward to hearing 

views on this one. 

 

Alex Workman 

 

Road testing something 
Completely Unsuitable. 

 

A 6 feet 3 inch 61 year old average rider’s view of Kawasaki’s H2 Super Bike. 
 

Why ride something you’re never going to 

buy, simple answer because you can. 

Orwell Motor cycles have been lent a H2 

for a week and have been inviting riders to 

sample this unique machine. 
 

An aerodynamically sculptured work of art 

married to a short wheel base frame with a 

Ninja H2R In-Line Liquid-cooled, 4-stroke 

In-Line Four with Supercharger 

Displacement 998 cm³  
 

According to Kawasaki, everything has 

been designed for high speed stability 

through down force generation and 

minimal drag to ensure rapid steering. 
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First impressions are that this bike is a work of art; from the unique finish to the 

‘paint work’ actually a wrap, every part crafted to engage the eye. 
 

A feature pointed out to me was the seats rear cowling; apparently it can be 

adjusted to accommodate those with broad hips (sic) In my case no adjustment 

required. 
 

What is immediately obvious is it’s not a big bike. The foot pegs are high and if 

you carry any hip problems you’ll find it a challenge to get your feet on the pegs. 

My advice get your weaker leg (left in my case) up and settle your foot then 

bring up your freer leg and hope you adjust to it. 
 

Riding at less than 45 mph is an effort, all your weight is on your wrists and the 

bike is urging you to open her up. Throttle rotation feels like less than 180 

degrees.  The quick shifter allows you to engage gear without the need to pull in 

the clutch. Zero to hyperspace an easy option as the throttle is smooth. Power 

delivery is linear to the point of that’s my licence gone. Brakes are as you expect 

allowing you to quickly pull her down from the horizon. 
 

So saying it is an easy bike to ride so long as you treat her with light hands and 

respect. When I knew I was going to be riding the H2 I asked Simon Weir, when 

he visited SAM for his impressions and he said just ride it, (with a broad smile on 

his face)  I also remember his advice about how do you test a new machine? 

Carefully! Press (MCN) reports highlight its capacity to carry speed into corners 

with the support of the on board electronics and the flexibility of the frame but I 

doubt any of us are going to explore this piece of 

machine art to that extent unless we take it on the 

track. Turning, the bike feels light but at full lock 

your thumbs are trapped against the tank. 
 

Riding means getting tucked in, or in my case be 

prepared to rest your elbows on your knees’. It’s 

only at this point the whole thing makes sense. It’s 

not a bike to be ridden sitting up. Last time I had my 

knees touching my elbows was when our martial arts 

instructor was putting us through his ex-royal 

marines warm up exercises before control and 

restraint training. 
 

I don’t know if it was the double dose of Ibuprofen 

or the adrenaline, but once I settled into the bike the 

aches in the hip, knees and neck disappeared. The only discomfort is the seat; 

this is not a bike for long spells in the saddle on tour. 
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It feels a bit weird, but heads turn when they hear the exhaust note and you find 

yourself the centre of peoples gaze. I know it’s not me, or maybe it is, people 

must think when was the last time you saw an elephant on a skateboard? (See 

picture) 
 

Overtaking is so easy with the torque readily available. If the rear starts to drift in 

corners the on board computer steps in and steadies everything, allowing the bike 

to push into the tarmac and drive on. 
 

I’m sure more experienced riders will find themselves making more progress 

than my average efforts today, but for me this was about a once in a lifetime 

opportunity to try cutting edge technology. My only regret is not starting serious 

riding in my 30’s when I would have been flexible and fit enough to handle a 

machine like this if it had existed at the time. 
 

Would I have one in the garage, probably not, even if money was no concern? I 

couldn’t imagine being able to leave a machine like this in a car park and expect 

it either to disappear or to attract envy and damage. Equally I ride from the head 

rather than the heart, and I ask that my bikes have a function besides recreation. 

They have to be able to commute, tour, and be easy to keep maintained and 

clean. 
 

The H2 to me is a thing of art and beauty, two things I admire but I wouldn’t 

want a machine that sat all week in an alarmed garage to be taken out just for 

Sunday. 
 

The technical specs are,998 cc liquid cooled with 

supercharger, 17 litre fuel capacity, launch 

control, traction control, programmable boost, 

anti-lock brakes, engine braking control, inertial 

management control, quick shifter, flexible frame 

etc. Full details on Kawasakis’ web site 
 

My thanks to Orwell Motorcycles and Kawasaki 

for letting me try this unique machine. For me it 

is a work of art and envy of those able to ride it to 

a serious degree of its potential. In the bright sun 

down by the Stour it looks stunning. 
 

Steve Cook  
(actually very nearly 62) Still asking myself why? Now the ibuprofen’s worn off. 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2017 
3
rd
 September 2017 

Stamford garden centre café 

Great Casterton 

Stamford 

PE9 4BB 

Tel: 01780 765656 
 

http://www.stamfordgardencentre.co.uk 
 

Meet at Stowmarket Tesco’s IP14 5BE, in good time for 08:30 briefing and 

subsequent departure. Note early departure: breakfast served until 11:30 
 

All riders must attend briefing. 
 

Ride co-ordinator: David Wood 
 

Roundabout 2
nd
 exit A1120 - exit Tesco Roundabout 1

st
 exit 

 

Roundabout 1
st
 exit A14 - signposted Cambridge 

 

Exit junction 39 B1506 - Kentford 1½ miles 
 

Turn right, B1085 – Chippenham, Turn left B1102 – Fordham 
 

Roundabout 2
nd
  exit A1123 - Wicken, Strentham, Haddenham 

 

Turn right A1421 - Witcham toll, Turn left A142 - Chatteris ring road 
 

Roundabout 3
rd
 exit unclassified - past green Welly café (rest stop if required) 

http://www.thegreenwelly.com, PE16 6UA, 01354 695490 
 

Turn left unclassified - Ramsey forty foot, join B1096, 
 

Turn right unclassified - Ramsey Mereside, Pondersbridge 

Turn right B1040 - Whittlesey, Thorney, cross A47 Roundabout 2
nd
 exit, ¼ 

mile 
 

Turn left B1443 - Newborough, Peakirk, Glinton 
 

Roundabout 3
rd
 exit A15 - signpost North Sleaford ½ mile 

 

Roundabout 1
st
 exit B1443 - Helpston, Bainton, Pilsgate, Stamford town centre, 

Northfields, Great Casterton 
 

B1081 - Stamford garden centre on right before A1 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that facilitate 

SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase the club social 

rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our much-loved breakfast, 

Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to continue. If you are interested in 

helping the club, and helping yourself by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride 

Leader, please contact Sara Hale to find out more information about one or both 

of these roles 

 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 David Wood    Chris Nunn   Glyn Hill 

 Dean Harris   Vini Evans   Robert Baker 

 Richard Ockelton  Nick Braley   
 

Ride Leaders 
 

Brian Ellis  Ken Beckinsale  Tim Wash  Martin Drury 
 

 

 

John Jenkins, Phil Sayer and Keith Pavelin have stepped down, the club would 

like to thank them for their dedication and commitment in preforming their roles. 
 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Saturday Jaunt 
16th September 2017 
The Copper Kettle 

Kersey Mill 

Kersey 

IP7 6DP 

Tel: 01473 827001 

 

http://www.thecopperkettleatkerseymill.co.uk 
 

Meet in car park behind B&M Home Store at Copdock, IP8 3TT in good time 

for 13:30 Briefing and subsequent departure. 
 

All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator Dean Harris. 
 

Follow exits and join the A14 eastbound to Felixstowe & Lowestoft 
 

At A14 junction 56, take A137 exit to Ipswich Central and continue down the hill 

past the ski slope 
 

At the roundabout, turn right (2
nd
 exit) onto The Strand/B1456 to Shotley & 

Holbrook 
 

Pass Fox's marina and under Orwell bridge and after about 2 miles take next 

slight right onto B1080 to Holbrook & Stutton 
 

At T junction turn left onto The St/A137 and then continue on through 

Brantham to Cattawade 
 

At the roundabout continue straight on crossing the river and under the railway 

line.  At next roundabout, turn right (3
rd
 exit) onto Coxs Hill/A137 

 

At next roundabout (Jet petrol station), turn right (2
nd
 exit) to stay on A137 

 

Head west on A137 Wignall St, Harwich Rd for about 1.5 miles 
 

Turn right onto Bargate Lane  

At T junction turn left onto Long Road East becoming Long Road West 
 

At T junction turn right onto Ardleigh Road/B1029 
 

Take next left onto Birchwood Rd / Lamb Corner 
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After about 0.75 miles turn right to stay on Birchwood Rd signposted Langham 
 

Cross over A12 via the bridge 
 

At T junction turn left onto Wick Road 
 

At T junction turn right onto Park Lane 
 

At T junction turn left onto Langham Lane 
 

At T junction turn right onto Langham Road 
 

At T junction turn right onto Straight Road 
 

Turn next left after Fillpots garden centre onto Queen's Head Road / Boxted 

Road, signed Great Horkesley 
 

At T junction turn right onto The Causeway/A134 and head north for about 8.5 

miles toward Sudbury 
 

Pass through Newton Green past the golf course 
 

Turn next right onto Valley Road signposted, Waldingfield & Lavenham 
 

At the roundabout, bear right (2
nd
 exit) onto B1115 

 

Continue onto B1071 to Lavenham then through the High Street /A1141 
 

Turn right onto Preston Road at end of Lavenham High Street 
 

Continue on Preston Road for about 3.5 miles 
 

Turn right at Brettenham village sign on to Bury Road signposted Hitcham & 

Bildeston 
 

Head southeast on Bury Road for about 2 miles and continue onto Balls Hill 
 

Turn right onto B1115 at the White Horse (ex PH) 
 

Continue through Hitcham & Bildeston toward Hadleigh for about 5 miles 
 

Turn left at Kersey Mill for Copper Kettle Tea Room 
 

Parking is right around the back - take care it is a loose pebble surface! 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of 

the above. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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KAWASAKI H2 Ohhhh! 
If you don’t know, SAM has a Facebook page where we keep everyone informed 

of upcoming events, post photos from social rides and publish anything 

motorcycling related that we think is interesting or informative. While looking to 

see if there had been any enquires from prospective members (and checking up 

on what had been happening in my social circle ☺), I noticed that Orwell 

Motorcycles had a surprising addition to their test fleet. For one week only, the 

Kawasaki Ninja H2 would be in residence. For those of you who don’t know, 

this is Kawasaki’s “because we can” flagship model to show off their 

engineering expertise. The H2 harks back to the days of the 750cc triple cylinder 

two strokes of my youth that were also known as Widow Makers for good 

reasons. The modern incarnation is much more capable and composed, and is 

powered by a 998cc, 4 cylinder, supercharged engine, pumping out 210/215hp 

(depending on where you look it up). The posting by Orwells said that there were 

‘extra conditions’ on getting a test ride on this £25,499 beast. These turned out to 

be: over 30 (err, yes) and the holder of an IAM or ROSPA pass (so a yes to both 

of those too). A quick phone call to Mark at Orwells explaining I’d love a ride so 

that I can write a small piece for the SAM mag (the sacrifices I make for you all 

☺) and a date and time were set. 

The day of the test ride arrived and the sensationalist, over dramatic, companies 

and TV stations, that call themselves weather forecasters, were getting all excited 

about the day being a washout with rain and thunderstorms of biblical 

proportions. I was expecting to see Noah sailing his boat down the High Street. 

When I turned up at Orwells, it was beautiful sunshine but salesman Brian 

informs me that that two other SAM members, who had slots booked after me, 

had wimped out (you know who you are!) and that there was no time restriction 

on my afternoon’s ride. Result! 

I’m presented with the keys and the beast sits there gently ticking as it cools from 

the test ride it has just returned from. Brian tells me that there’s nothing unusual 

about the controls and there should be enough fuel in it. (It doesn’t have a fuel 

gauge!) The bike is finished in what Kawasaki call Mirror Coated Spark Black. It 

looks like it has been chromed all over and handfuls of glitter added. This with 

the gold exhaust and black diamond cut wheels make for a very impressive 

looking bike. The body work is all angles and wings, adding more to the 

aggressive menacing look. 

Having looked all round the bike, it’s time to have my test ride. Now let me say I 

have not ridden a normal sports bike for many years. So, I raise my leg over the 

high tail section and settle down on the firm seat. The petrol tank rises up in  
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front of me and I reach forward for the handlebars. Were they always this far 

down the fork legs?! The petrol tank seems even higher now. A quick check of 

the mirrors (these are surprisingly good) and I drag my protesting left leg up 

enough to reach the foot peg. My elbows are near my knees. First gear is selected 

and away we go. And there we have it. A civilized, smooth, quiet, efficient, 

modern motorcycle, bimbling along in the Ipswich traffic. 

Of course there’s more to it than that! Once out of town on the A and B roads, 

the bike comes alive. OK, it changes from Jekyll to Hyde. For once I’m not 

complaining about an overly light throttle. This one feels just right. Just as well 

really as the bike just leaps forward at the slightest provocation. The front end 

going light, in ANY gear. Of course the handling is superb. Think, and it turns. 

Yet, it is very stable and not at all twitchy. The engine produces a nice 

whine/whistle from the supercharger but the mellow exhaust note really doesn’t 

convey the power that is under the control of your right wrist. After a short piece 

of the A14, I’m onto the twisty B1078. Such fun! This would definitely go in my 

‘a different bike for each day of the week’ fantasy garage. The truth is though 

that this thing is just too good for the road. Kawasaki have named it after the fear 

inducing bikes of the 70s, when frames were made of spindly pieces of tubing 

and tyres were narrow and nearly lasted the life of the bike. The modern 

equivalent, despite the hype and reputation, is just too capable and easy to ride ... 

and therefore too easy to get in way over your head (on the road). Kawasaki has 

done what they set out to do: showcase their expertise. Now, let’s see how much 

of this filters down to lesser machines. 

So after an hour and a half of grinning like a certain cat from a children’s novel, I 

can see the skies are darkening. I was wearing a mesh jacket and the bike was 

immaculate. So I decided it was time to head back to Orwells. Well, I nearly 

made it! As I headed along Wherstead Road the heavens opened and I got 

drenched, and so did the bike. As I rolled up outside Orwells concerned faces 

peered out to see where their piece of exotica was. The doors opened and a very 

hot, steaming H2 was pushed back into the safety of the showroom. It was only 

clean rain and the bike was soon wiped down and looking as good as new. 

Thanks to Orwells for a once in a life time opportunity to ride something so rare. 
 

PS. Can anyone recommend a good chiropractor to return my neck, hips, knees 

and shoulders to their normal capabilities? ☺  
 

 

Mike Roberts 
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Editorial 
 

 

 

Exciting month this month, MOT was due, so 

as More Moto is now in the village I booked 

an appointment, Set off and turned right 

which takes me round the long way so that the 

engine would be nice and hot for the 

emissions test… oh but bikes don’t have 

one… 

 

And shock Horror she passed, but it was commented on that my rear shock 

absorber was looking like it needed replacing and the bike was sitting too low, 

Also my centre stand was suffering and a finger was poked though the hole to 

prove a point…. 

 

I had to go to Bury to get something for the house, took the long way home via 

Lavenham collecting a few more chief challenge pictures. Looking on the SAM 

Facebook page looks like most have completed the challenge. I think I’m going 

to be finishing on the 31
st
 at midnight….. 

 

Its been a good month, and lots of articles have been sent in, so thank you, after 

all you only get out of the magazine what you put in….  

 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. ☺ 

But….. what about the rest of you…. � 
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Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club night 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 Sam.editor@btinternet.com  
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd
 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

August 2017 
 

Sunday 13
th
  Motorcyle Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary School IP4. 

This session is for Full Members only. Contact: Derek Barker to book a place. 
 

Tuesday 15
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker traveller Rhys Lawrey (www.2mororider.com), Bar and 

restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 17
th
  Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and learn 

more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Gears & Acceleration 
 

Sunday 20
th
  Motorcyle Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary School IP4. 

This session is for associates. Contact: Derek Barker to book a place. 
 

Thursday 24
th
  Chip Ride. Yates Fish & Chips CO14 8AH, Meet in car park 

behind B&M Home Store at Copdock IP8 3TT, in good time for 18:15 Briefing 

and subsequent departure.  
 

Sunday 27
th
  Copdock Fun Run, Volunteers are required to be static 

marshals on the route. If you can help please contact Committee Member Giles 

Arbon. Times to be confirmed nearer the date. 
 

September 2017 
 

Sunday 3
rd
 Breakfast Run Stamford Garden Centre Café, PE9 4BB, Meet 

at Stowmarket Tesco’s IP14 5BE in good time for 08:30. All riders must 

attend the Briefing 
 

Wednesday 6
th
  SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 

 

Thursday, 7
th
  Krazy Horse V-Twin Night, The SAM Publicity Team will be 

attending this event. If you would like to help, please contact any of the team 

18:00 – 22:00 
 

Saturday 16
th
 Autumn Saturday Jaunt The Copper Kettle. Meet in car park 

behind B&M Home Store at Copdock, IP8 3TT in good time for 13:30. All 

riders must attend the Briefing 
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Saturday 16
th
 ~ Sunday 17

th
  Henham Steam Rally, The SAM Publicity Team 

will be attending this event. If you would like to help, please contact any of the 

team 
 

Sunday 17
th
 Observer Assessment Day A day for those wishing to train to 

become an Observer where their suitability will be assessed. Contact: Karl Hale 
 

Tuesday 19
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker, Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas 

and coffees. 
 

Thursday 21
st
  Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and learn 

more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Overtaking 
 

Friday 22
nd
 ~ Saturday 23

rd
  Safe Rider is a joint initiative between Suffolk 

and Norfolk Constabularies. If you can help the Publicity Team on the Saturday 

of this event, please contact Glyn Hill on 07986-319163 
 

Saturday 23
rd
  Motorcyle Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary School IP4. 

This session is for associates. Contact: Derek Barker to book a place. 
 

October 2017 
 

Sunday 1
st
, Copdock Show 09:00 – 16:30, If you can help with motorcycle 

parking or on our promotion stand, please speak to a Committee member. 
 

Wednesday 4
th
   SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 

 

Sunday 8th  Breakfast Run, TBA Briefing and subsequent departure. 
 

Tuesday 17
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker Speaker Mick Croome from Speed Skills (www.speedskills.net) 

talking about his time as a member of the police Special Escort Group (SEG).Bar 

and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 19
th
    Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Planning & Positioning 
 

Thursday 21
st
   Saturday Jaunt. TBA. All riders must attend Briefing. 
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Note from Editor 
Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any changes 

after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can be 

unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 

 

Picture was sent in by Chris Smith from their trip to Scotland a few years ago 
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Pictures sent in by Steve Cook from the 

Noose of Norfolk ride. 
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