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The cover photo was submitted by Steve Gocher and is of the rear tyre of his 

Honda CBR650R after a session at Mallory Park with James Whitham Racing  

https://jameswhitham.com 

Mike Roberts also did the digital editing. 

 

 
Picture sent in by Steve Bingham.  
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Hello and welcome to the August Chairman’s chat 

 

News-media wise, the July/August period is often 

called ‘the silly season’ as not much usually happens in 

the political or business world during this period as 

most of the country is on holiday, and so the press 

stories are generally quite silly like “Man claims his 

neighbour ate his goldfish” and such like.  

 

Well, it’s definitely not like that this year (unless of 

course your neighbour has eaten your goldfish!). We 

are still being overwhelmed by politicians and ‘experts’ 

arguing about Covid 19, businesses of all sizes are in crisis because of lockdown 

restrictions, and going away on holiday is a whole new ball game compared to 

normal. 

 

On the holiday subject, it was disappointing but not surprising to learn that the 

motorcycle trip to the Somme that many SAM members were going on in 

September has been cancelled due to the uncertainties around the Covid virus 

and possible introduction of new travel restrictions. Let’s hope things will be 

easier next year and the trip can be re-arranged. 

 

My wife and I have managed a couple of nights away at a North Norfolk hotel 

since they have been allowed to re-open. It was nice to enjoy some time at the 

coast but all the hotel procedures and restrictions (and sometimes a lack of them) 

did take the edge off things slightly. 

 

Sorry, everything seems like doom and gloom so far. I didn’t mean to depress 

everyone. 

 

On a brighter note, I’m told that associate training is going well and we already 

have some test passes to celebrate. Well done to all associates who have passed 

the advanced test so far, and I hope you will soon be able to further hone your 

skills with some group rides and maybe some refresher training next season. You 

may be surprised to hear me say that, but believe me, although passing the 

advanced riding test is an excellent achievement, there are plenty more tips to 

pick up regarding constant and consistent application of ‘the system’, plus your 

newfound skills will quickly disappear if not put to regular good use. 
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Briefly returning to the doom and gloom theme again, the social side of SAM by 

way of group nights and breakfast runs still seems unlikely for the foreseeable 

future, so any type of club activity will continue to be restricted to groups of six 

until we are advised differently by the government and the IAM. 

 

I wanted to balance my chat by finishing on an upbeat note so I’m pleased to 

report that, for the moment at least, the weather forecast is looking good for 

August! 

 

Best regards 

 

Martin 

 
 

African Twin by Steve Bingham   
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IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Thomas Baker (Young Rider Scheme)  

his Observer was   André Castle 

Richard Butler  his Observer was  Dave Rudland 

Pete Smith   his Observer was   Geoff Scott  
 

When you pass your advanced test please let 

Paul Ballard  or Geoff Scott know. 

 

 

 

 
South Island, Milford route 

Les and Claire Smith 
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SAM HAM Challenge 
deadline extension 

 

As it looks increasingly unlikely that the group will be able to hold a prize draw 

and presentation night in September as originally planned, I have decided to 

extend the deadline for submitting your photographs until the end of September 

with a view to hopefully holding the draw in October, somewhere, somehow. 

 

This will also go some way to make up for some of the time lost earlier when 

Boris was telling us to stay in but go out etc, etc. 

 

So now those of you who were a bit undecided about starting the Challenge in 

case you wouldn't finish it can plan on getting some lovely early autumn riding in 

whilst the weather is still favourable. About 60 of you have registered so far and 

the completed entries are steadily coming in. 

 

The reward for all completed entries is a 2021 Sam Calendar, the design of which 

has been finalised and its production is in the very capable hands of Mike 

Roberts. You will need the calendar to participate in the 2021 Challenge when 

the competition takes on a new format, more of that later in the year. 

 

If you haven't yet registered for this year’s Challenge then please email me at 

nigel.chittock@btinternet.com and I will forward you all the information. 

 

Nigel Chittock 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

Watch out for updates as the club is planning to hold Zoom meetings, further 

details as they become available 

 

As most of you know, on the 3
rd

 Thursday evening every month, SAM holds its 

monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of important 

rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively banter all 

aimed at improving your ride based on the information in the 

Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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We are looking for new 
Observers to join the 

team 
 
Observers are a valuable asset to the club and give of their time freely in the 

interests of improving Motorcycle Road Safety. To ensure we continue with the 

fantastic work of the current team I am organising an assessment day, for those 

members who are interested in trying out for this demanding role. Assessments 

will take place on Saturday 19th September 2020. Before you send that email or 

grab the phone and call, let me give you some of the facts.  

 

The assessment day will be long and tiring; you will be assessed by members of 

our current Observer team throughout the day. After the festivities have ceased 

you will be told if you have the ability to become an observer or not and that you 

are able to commence SAM observer training later in the year.  

 

Being an Observer for SAM requires a number of qualities; you need to be; 

committed to improving the standard of riding for both yourself and others; have 

very good communication skills and to commit time to train. You should have a 

good knowledge of Roadcraft and be able to put across the concepts to people 

from all backgrounds and abilities. Be riding to at least the IAM test standard and 

have enough concentration left to observe another rider. Be a fully paid up 

member of SAM and the IAM. Have loads of patience. Be able to give freely of 

your time to observe, attend regular refresher training sessions with other 

Observers, support SAM organised events and share your skills with others.  

 

The training process; Following successful selection on the Assessment day, you 

will need to commit to attending at least three evening classroom training 

sessions of around 2 hours each, these will be done towards the end of the year / 

New Year. Then there will then be a number of practical assessments which will 

focus on your riding, communications skills and teaching ability, each of which 

will be driven by you. You would be expected to have completed all of this 

hopefully by the end of Spring 2021 so that we can use your new found skills.  

 

I make no apologies for the tough process, however, there is a minimum national 

standard required and this is verified by the Institute of the Motor Industry (IMI) 
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where upon success you will have earned an external qualification endorsed by 

them. The programme is designed not only to get the right people with the 

correct skills but also with the right attitude.  

 

If you have not been put you off by now and you are still keen then please give 

Paul Ballard the Chief Observer a call on 07850 715063 or Email 

pgb284@gmail.com to book your place. Closing date for applications will be 

12th September 2020. 

 

Paul Ballard 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Social Ride 

First ride out Sunday 23rd August 2020 
 

Thursdays Chips  
 

Cancelled until further notice 
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Covid 19  
Restricted Social Ride 

 

The first Covid 19 affected Social Ride will be held on Sunday 23
rd

 August 2020. 

 

 Any SAM member wishing to take part in the ride MUST text 

Richard Ockelton using the number given in the magazine. 

 

 The closing date to send texts will be Friday 14
th

 August 2020 (noon) 

 

 From received texts Richard will allocate the rider with a ride leader 

 

 Richard will contact the riders to confirm their ride leaders, starting 

point and time. 

 

 Each ride leader will have a different route from start to finish 

 

 Only the ride leader will be issued with the route (all of which are 

now tried and tested) and there are 8 available. 

 

 Richard will use a ‘spreadsheet’ so that if this process needs to 

continue into September riders will not be allocated to the same route 

twice. 

 

 Any rider not allocated a ride leader cannot take part on a ride. 

 

 Any rider arriving late and missing the briefing will not be allowed to 

join the ride. 

 

It may be possible to stop for refreshments during the ride so bring these with 

you. Please note if the ride leader deems social distancing and Covid 19 rules 

cannot be maintained then there will not be a stop 
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South Island of New 
Zealand – January 2011 

 

I hope we are really getting out of lockdown and out and about on our bikes so 

we can get some more articles from other people, but in the absence of that I am 

once again trawling motorcycle trips from previous years, to keep up morale, and 

help Felix to fill these pages. 

 

I think this one has to rate as the best bike trip I have done – so far – along with 

Claire, who is now my wife, and who wrote a journal of our adventures, which 

took in Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, Sydney (where we saw in the New Year of 

2011) and finally on to Christchurch where we picked up the bike. I will admit to 

simply copying and pasting elements of her journal, with a few minor edits, for 

this article � 
 

3
rd

 January. Christchurch, NZ THE MOTORBIKE TOUR! 

On landing at Christchurch airport, after our relative short hop from Sydney. we 

were greeted by our Tour Operator Mike, in his land rover. The weather was very 

hot and sunny, as we drove the short distance to their lovely home. It stood in a 

couple of acres all laid to gardens, and of course in full bloom, as it is summer. 

 

Mikes wife Carole came out to say “hi” and we all piled into the kitchen and had 

a cup of tea. Carole & Mike made us feel like old friends, they were so 

welcoming. And I was given a full briefing on the 

almost new BMW bike which was to be ours for 

the next 11 days. 

 

We were also handed the most detailed itinerary 

for a self-guided trip we have ever seen, right 

down to where to stop for coffee and find fuel, as 

well as the routes and accommodation details.  

 

Our first B&B was called Stonefield Lodge, 

owned by a couple of great guys, David & 

Donald, who came out to meet us, 10 acres of 

land, with a big red brick house on it and sheep 

and a horse grazing out the back, plus a couple of 

cows and some chickens.  
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The swimming pool was very 

inviting too – so a quick 

change and off for a dip 

(would be rude not to), no 

sooner had we cooled off 

when a beer was served along 

with some smoked salmon 

canapés, made by Donald, 

what more could you ask for.  

 

4
th

 January, Christchurch. 

After a great breakfast of 

home-made yoghurt, free 

range eggs and sausages, all 

made from home grown produce, we finally climbed onto the bike and rode up to 

Hamner Springs, which is an area with natural thermal rock pools varying in 

temperature from 28 – 40 degrees. It was so lovely to soak away the aches and 

just really relax. The small town was up in the mountains surrounded by dense 

pine forests, we also took a walk up to one of the peaks and the view was just 

amazing.  

 

We arrived back at the B & B around 6pm and headed straight for a quick 

shower. A dinner reservation had been made for us in a nearby restaurant, and 

David lent us his car to get there. The food was great, big portions but 

imaginatively presented 

 

Then back to our room to re-pack everything into the panniers ready for the off 

tomorrow, a long road tip ahead of us, and expectations high. 

 

5
th

 January, Mount Cook, 445 Kms, 4 hours ride time. 

The weather reminded us that the New Zealand Climate is very much like home, 

grey and drizzling all day, which was a real shame as the route took us to Mount 

Cook, one of the most famous mountain peaks in NZ. 

 

We said goodbye to the boys at Stonefield Lodge after another delicious 

breakfast, cooked to perfection, we were sad to leave as it had been a fabulous 

place to stay, although I was getting a little fed up being called “Liz”! – strange 

pronunciation in New Zealand � 
 

Today we travelled along virtually empty roads with views over wide plains 

filled with grazing cattle and horses, oh and of course, sheep, before the roads 
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began to climb and we wound our way up past lakes filled with icy turquoise 

water to arrive at our next overnight stop, the Hermitage Centre in Mount Cook, 

made famous by the mountaineer – Sir Edmund Hilary. 

 

Our accommodation was 

a mountain chalet in the 

grounds of the hotel. Now 

I’m not suggesting we 

were a bit damp, or that it 

was a touch wet, but 

when we checked in at 

the front desk they 

obviously took pity on us 

– or wanted to ensure that 

we would not leave any 

more puddles in the lobby 

and offered to send a 

minibus to collect us for dinner. 

 

Dinner was excellent, although a bit on the pricy side, especially with the nice 

New Zealand wine, but worth it, then a short mini-bus hop back to our chalet for 

a good night’s sleep – hoping for better weather tomorrow. 

 

6th January, Mount Cook to Dunedin. 331.Kms. 4.5 hours ride time 

So much for our hopes, this morning it was pouring with rain, and the prospect 

for the whole day was grim. The skies were black and the clouds obscured all the 

view of the mountains, which was such a shame. We bought a couple of 

postcards so that we would know what spectacular scenery was hiding behind the 

clouds. 

 

Breakfast was great- a buffet of all types of fruit, yoghurts and seeds with 

pastries, meat, cheeses, tea, coffee and fruit juices. So we set off with full 

tummies at least. 

 

Wrapped up to the nines in all of the motorbike gear we piled onto the bike and 

made our way back down the mountain road, struggling to see through the 

torrential downpour, thankful that our nice BMW had heated seats as well as 

grips � 
 

After about an hour or so the rain eased, as the route took is through a mountain 

pass. The scenery was beautiful, sweeping curves and rolling pastures, hardly 
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any cars on the road, and thousands of cattle and sheep grazing, watching warily 

as the bike roared past. 

 

We were advised of a coffee stop in Duntroon, called the “Flying Pig”, where we 

enjoyed a hot brew and a pastry. It looked, like many places a bit naff from the 

outside, but the recommendation was correct and the food and coffee was 

excellent. 

 

Back on the bike we rode on towards Dunedin, our destination for today. One 

stop we had to make though was in Moeraki, where we walked down onto the 

beach to see the famous boulders, which had been created millions of years ago, 

and only found here. Picture on page 34 

 

Shortly after our last stop we rode into Dunedin again in the rain, our hotel, 

Cargills, (motel) was a bit basic and very old fashioned, but clean and reasonably 

comfortable. After a quick shower and change, we went out in search of a cheap 

dinner, to balance last night’s blow out! We found a lively place and sat outside, 

under an awning, drinking some local beer and watching the world go by.  

 

It was still overcast, but not raining, so after a pizza and another beer, and we 

headed back to the hotel, so ended another hectic day, but at least the forecast is 

looking better from now on. We shall see! 

 

7
th

 January- Dunedin, rest day. 

So much for the forecast, the rain was persistent and just as we were leaving to 

go out the heavens opened and we had thunder and hail storms, so we decided on 

a leisurely morning not doing too much. 

 

By around midday the rain stopped so we climbed onto the bike and rode on to 

the Otago Peninsular, although it was very windy and the bike was constantly 

being pushed about, however the sun did manage to shine through the clouds 

eventually. 

 

The roads wound round and up over the cliff tops, to give stunning views over 

bays, laced with white sandy beaches and frothy surf. It was very similar in 

scenery to England’s Dorset, but with different accents! 

 

Back in Dunedin, we decided to explore the Botanical Gardens. We strolled 

around there for a while and enjoyed looking at the many varieties of plants on 

display. Roses were all in bloom, by now it was getting quite hot and walking 

around in all the bike gear was quite uncomfortable, no pleasing bikers �. 
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Later we walked back into town for a meal, had a quick beer first in one of the 

many bars in the town centre, before deciding on a cafe we had spotted the 

previous evening, which served great beef burgers, homemade with a really great 

relish and cheese topping.  

 

Another day over, so must get some sleep. 

 

8
th

 January, Dunedin to Fiordland National Park. 438 Kms, 6.5 hours 

riding. 

We had a long ride today and a lot of miles to cover to get to our destination, so 

an early breakfast in the hotel was the best option. 

 

We started off just after 9am, and were extremely disappointed to see that the 

promised high pressure with sunshine hadn’t materialised. It even started to 

drizzle! The first part of the ride was cold so we stopped and had a hot chocolate 

at about 10.30. That did help and we rode on towards hopefully better weather. 

Suddenly in the distance we 

spotted a tiny blue patch in the 

sky! Could it possibly mean we 

were in for a break of this 

endless grey stuff? We rode on 

in that direction and gradually 

it grew larger and larger. Then 

just round a bend we caught a 

glimpse of the Southern Pacific 

Ocean. It looked great, really 

blue and laced with white. We 

stopped and had a cup of tea in 

a cafe, which had fantastic 
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views. It was in Bluff, called the Lands End of New Zealand. It even had a 

signpost showing distances to the South Pole and London! 

 

By now things had picked up and we were eager to see more, so back on the 

bike, we rode on, and were not at all disappointed this time, round every bend we 

met great views, mountains, lakes, forests, hills, pastures, flowers, rivers, just 

about all you could want.  

 

And the sun shone, the temperature went up and it was glorious, this was what 

we had come for! What a ride too. The road was empty most of the way. Scenery 

very much like Scotland. 

 

We had been advised by Carole and Mike to make a stop in Invercargill, to see 

“the world’s fastest Indian” built and made famous by a former resident of the 

town called Burt Munro. It is now on display in the rear of a hardware store and 

is free to visit. 

 

 
 

Eventually we arrived at Te Anau, a holiday resort in Fiordland, beautiful, with 

lots of mountains all around, and water everywhere. The town is built by the side 

of a huge lake and the waterfront is where most of the restaurants are situated, it 

had a great atmosphere, and lots of style. 
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Our B& B was good 

too, with a really nice 

room, so having 

unpacked we strolled 

into town and had a 

walk along the shore 

of the lake, followed 

by a relaxing drink at 

a waterside bar in hot 

sunshine - this was 

much better! 

 

Finally we had a 

delicious meal- 

Venison Steak and Pork Ribs before walking back to our Cosy Kiwi guest house 

for a good night’s sleep.  

 

9
th

 January – Te Anau- The Magical Milford Run. 250 kms return, 4 hours 

ride. 

We awoke to a glorious sunny morning with clear blue skies. After a delicious 

breakfast of pancakes with maple syrup and coffee, we rode towards Milford 

Sound, where we were booked on to a Boat Trip.  

 

We passed through forests of Beech trees, past open plains with a fantastic back 

drop of peaks, some still with snow on the very top. We stopped at the Mirror 

Lakes for a photo, which was an area with natural pools, so still they reflected the 

mountains all around them.  

 

The road gradually twisted higher and higher and we drove through the Homer 

Tunnel and out the other side into the blinding sunlight and a jaw dropping view 

ahead. 

 

Eventually we arrived at Milford Sound and got changed into our shorts and T 

shirts, and went into the arrivals hall to wait for the boat, which was quite small, 

and we sat on the top deck so we could see all the sights which were pointed out 

by the Captain.  

 

There were lots of waterfalls on both sides, cascading into the fiord. The 

mountains are mostly granite and rise up with huge sheer faces direct from the 

water. They are pretty high and very impressive. The water was a deep blue, and 

crystal clear. We saw seals sleeping off their meals in the sunshine and caves 
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being explored by Kayakers. The trip took us round the sound, out to the open 

sea, and then back down the other side of the water. 

 

The scenery was truly magical and all too soon we were returned to the dock. We 

had a quick cup of tea and an ice cream in the sun, and then returned to the bike 

for the glorious ride back down to Te Anau. The journey back was every bit as 

enjoyable, and by this time quite hot too, with a temperature reading of 29
o
C. 

 

Back in Te Anau, we once again changed into our shorts, and strolled down to 

the lake front, where we decided to go cheap, and bought some fresh fish & chips 

from a sea front vendor, which we ate on a bench facing the lake. It was great. 

Really tasty too. 

 

After that we went in search of a nice cold beer (or two) and then back to the B & 

B for an early night. 

 

10
th

 January, Queenstown. 171 Kms, 2.5 hours ride. 

To be continued in Septembers Magazine. 

 

Les & Claire Smith 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

 
 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 Ride Leader, Richard Ockelton 
 

 Robert Baker    Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Karl Grimwade 

 Dave Frankin    Glyn Hill    Dean Harris    Trevor Read 

 David Wood 
 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Chris Bond  Roy Cribb 

 Martin Drury    Alex Jones    Nigel Pye    Tim Wash 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Editorial 
 

 

Another month flashes past, now 

lockdown has more or less come to 

an end thanks to a certain high 

profile case, “good enough for 

him… good enough for me”  is the 

attitude of the public, work has 

come out in full force, I think if I 

had a 10 day week I’d still need 

more time. Just to add to the extra 

excitement my mother-in-law is 

almost at the same stage as my dear 

father. 

 

I got home at 8pm to be met by my daughter on the doorstep, “I’ve got an 

interview in central London tomorrow at 8:30 in the morning”….  OK we can 

take the bike? Last time I started the poor thing it did struggle a bit, so thought I 

would start it the night before just to be on the safe side and it did on the last gasp 

of the battery.  

 

Next day at 4 I was up, breakfast and ready to leave at 5, in the end it was nearer 

to 5:30, bike started no problem, off we set, petrol at Tesco’s in Bury, A14, A11, 

M11, into the smoke A12 and the bike started playing up, would stall at traffic 

lights, It doesn’t like slow riding so I thought nothing of it until….. click?? Oh 

poo….  

 

Fortunately we were only a mile from our destination and my daughter walked to 

her appointment. Quick google search and there was a 3 bike shops within 2 

miles from where I was, Suzuki was the furthest but I thought the most likely to 

have my size battery. They opened at 8:30, so I push the bike along until I came 

to a hill. Parked it by some Boris bikes, locked it up and walked the rest of the 

way. Arrived just as they opened, but no, they don’t have that size battery. So 

walked back. I called Kawasaki as well, no they would have to order it….  

 

So only option was Mr AA, who came along and jump started the bike, Looks 

like my battery terminals were corroded which seemed to have stopped the 

charge going back in, also the battery was 75% dead. I bought the bike in 2010 

and I can’t remember changing the battery so must be at least 10 years old.  
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We as a family use google maps 

and share our location with each 

other so my daughter found me 

after her interview as I had moved 

a few streets up pushing the bike. 

 

After being jump started we 

managed to get home without 

another hitch.  

 

Coming out of London, I feel is 

like the cover picture from “Bat out 

of hell” breaking free from the 

noise bustle and smell of the city…  

 

Anyway got home and I noticed the 

one of the front callipers was 

leaking, Now have a large order 

with Orwells, So if you’re reading 

this working in the parts 

department at Orwells, Large discount please…  

 

Lots of you out and about doing the chiefs Challenge, I enjoy seeing the pictures 

on our Facebook page. Looks like I might not get to go out this year. Depends on 

my parts. 

 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….   
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Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

All events and ride out have been cancelled 
until further notice. 

 

Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 
 

 

”Liz” and Isabel at Milford Route   
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Social Rides 
 

Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 

 No more than 5 in a group. 

 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of the 

above. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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  Mud  
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Liz and Claire with some old boulders  
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