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Thoughts of a
Temporary Chairman
Next meeting – next year.
2007 has seen our elected Chairman Mike forced to stand down for health
reasons. (What a lot of you don’t know is that Mike is as active as ever behind
the scenes). Get back soon Mike. We all wish you and your family a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
With Mike’s position as Chairman vacant, John Eden was dropped in at the
deep end to hold the chair, not knowing at the time his circumstances were to
change in such a way he felt unable to give the time required to carry the
Chairmanship through to our AGM in February 2008. I had been co-opted, or
should I say ‘coerced’ by Secretary Martin Andrew and Treasure David
Rudland, to join the committee a couple of months before John’s news that he
would have to stand down from the Chairmanship. So there you go, you’re
stuck with me up to our AGM in February.
Our own motorcycling year has been somewhat curtailed. Firstly at Easter
when returning from Scotland we encountered a Polish driver with only two
months driving experience in the UK (but he did admit to being a lorry driver),
who turned right out of a minor road against a give way, while we were turning
right into it. OUCH!! The impact was sufficient to injure both Maureen and
myself and make the bike an uneconomical repair. By the time the insurance
was sorted and a replacement bike ordered it was early June.
At the end of May our eldest daughter was taken into hospital with pneumonia
and septicaemia (amongst other things) and was immediately put on a life
support machine, where she stayed for 4 weeks. As our daughter lives in
Brighton and the new bike was coming from Tunbridge Wells, with the help of
a friend we were eventually able to pick it up and after 2 Brighton return trips it
was ready for its first service. In the meantime we had to cancel a trip to
Portugal to visit two past members who now run a sailing school on the
Algarve.
With our daughter back home our grandparent duties ceased. This was just in
time to get the new bike headed down to Chimay in Belgium for a long
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weekend and see Malc Hearn (our last month’s guest) win the Belgium
Championship. Then came an invitation to join friends at a rented chateau in
the Ardeche region of France for a week in September, which we extended by
ten days to take in the island of Corsica (a return trip after 21 years), which is
now a 5 hour trip by Fastcraft from Nice, as opposed to an overnight ferry on
our previous visit.
On our return to the UK, two weekends later was our French Virgins daytrip
which, apart from the boring ride to Dover and back (bearing in mind it was the
3rd time over a short period), we had a very enjoyable day. After the three
motorway trips to Dover and back I promised Maureen that the following
weekend on our visit to Stafford Bike Show we would find our way to Stoke
on Trent for a couple of nights B & B without touching a motorway or dual
carriageway. What a pleasant ride it was.
By now the GS had 8,000 miles on the trip, or one of its 3 trips. Still haven’t
mastered this yet and honestly have yet to do an accurate fuel check. Tony
Fuller assures me his GS Adventure goes better and further on 98 ron rather
than the recommended 95 ron, so I filled the tank with 98 but before using
more than half a tank I’d pressed the trip button and lost the current mileage.
So welcome 2008 and we will make up for this year.
May I take the opportunity of wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. No cards this year. We are making a donation to charity
instead.
Keith and Maureen
PS: The members who were awarded our group trophies at AGM 2007,
could you please return them before group night January 2008.

New Members
A warm welcome is extended to our most recent new associate members:
Trevor Adams

Denise and John Buckright

Shaun Rudduck

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and
we will put that right.
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Secretary’s Scribbles
Is it Christmas again already?
I’ve not paid for the last one yet!
Seriously, time is flying by and
soon it’ll be time for those longer
leisure activity rides once again.
The thought almost makes all these
short commuting journeys I’m
taking at the moment worth it. (Not
to mention the almost daily
necessity to hose the salt deposits
off the bike).
With this in mind, I recently made the annual pilgrimage to the Motorcycle
Show at Birmingham to see what the manufacturers intend us all to be riding
next year. As ever the place was packed, noisy and expensive to eat at, but
despite this I still managed to enjoy myself.
So what caught my eye? Well, quite a bit really. Ducati’s new 1098 looks
even better in the metal than in the magazine pictures. The riding position is
every bit as painful as it looks, but when I win the big one on the lottery (which
I never enter), I’m sure I’ll buy one for my collection! (Even if I only put it in
the living room to look at as an object d’art.)
I’ve always been a fan of Buells, due to the way Eric Buell insists on doing
things his way. (A bit like Citroen used to be in the car world, until they lost
their nerve in the 1970’s and started producing “ordinary” cars.) However the
one thing that has always put me off Buells are the huge, heavy, ancient Harley
Davidson engines that Buell have been contracted to use ever since they started
building bikes. Well things are looking up. The new Buell 1125 has a Rotax
built 72° watercooled V twin, producing an impressive ???? BHP. It’s not the
best looking bike ever built, (they should have got Ducati to style it), but if
they ever produce a less sport’s styled bike, I’d like to try it. (My arthritic
body is not designed for sports bikes).
The only other bike to really catch my eye was the KTM Superduke. This has
been around for a few years now and is really well regarded by almost every
roadtester who’s tried it. The news for 2008 is that there will be a one make
race series of these amazing machines at every round of the 2008 British
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Superbike series (and also at the Donnington Moto GP). Even more reason to
visit a British Superbike meeting!
Have you noticed that every bike I like seems to be a V twin? (And none of
them Japanese!) Even my own bike is a V twin (albeit a 180° V twin!) It
seems to be my favourite type of motorcycle engine. Do you agree? (Or am I
talking out of my “exhaust pipe”?) If not, why not write an article for the SAM
Observer singing the praises of the “across the frame four”, or even the humble
single?
Finally may I wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas and New Year.
P.S. Note to Santa: If you can’t get the 1098 down the chimney (because we
haven’t got one), leave it in the garage!

Your humble Secretary preparing for the 2008 KTM SuperDuke race series
(in his dreams!)
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Academy Of Motorcycling
Motorcycling
DSA - Approved Motorcycle Training
CBT - Compulsory Basic Training
DAS - Direct Access Scheme
Courses & Individual Lessons
Standard Test Training
Advanced Riding Techniques
(RoSPA Diploma Qualified Instructor)
Excellent All Week Training Facilities
Prices Guaranteed to be Unbeatable

Check Prices & Availability then Book Online
www.AcademyOfMotorcycling.co.uk
Tel: 01449 775776

Calls Taken All Week 8 till 8

Carole Nash Insurance
Motorcycle insurers Carol Nash are now "rewarding" SAM with a £ 20-00
incentive for each new group member who takes out a new policy. The free
phone number to call is 0800 083 4422, contact name is Barry Dixon.
Please quote to Carol Nash number 1597 this will ensure that SAM get the
money. This offer does not apply to renewals

Bennetts Insurance
If you take out a new policy with Bennetts please quote T2983 (Training
School Number) as this will earn SAM £30.
Please note, if you buy online you will have to phone Bennetts with this
number. This offer does not apply to renewals.
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This Internet shop allows you to purchase regalia of the Suffolk Advanced
Motorcyclists group. All profits will go to SAM's charity which is Riding For
The Disabled.
Samples are on display and for purchase on Group Nights. See Mrs. Terry
Brooker for details and to view a printed version of the catalogue.
http://sam.spreadshirt.net

NB. This is just a small selection of the items available. There are over 90
items in various colour combinations. If you want something with different
colour combinations, just ask and we will see what we can do.
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Dates for Your Diary 2008
Outline of Weekend trip to the Wye Valley
Since Martin Andrew introduced me to this area a couple of years ago (blatting
along the road by the river Wye past Stokesay Castle and Tintern Abbey) I
have been intending to return to the Welsh Borders for a proper ride on the
area’s great roads.
Please get in touch with me rapidly if you are interested in joining this informal
trip, which will take in some great scenery quite different from the flatter lands
of Suffolk, and could be an easy introduction to short touring for those who
have not yet ventured further away from home. I will be booking
accommodation for myself at the end of this month, and here is my sketch of
the trip:
When?
Over a long weekend of Friday the 29th February, Sat 1st & Sun 2nd March
2008.
# Leave Suffolk (meeting place tba) on Friday at breakfast time, travel steadily
outwards to arrive late afternoon: mid-morning stop for coffee and a roll, and
as many petrol/leg break stops as we need whilst winding through a couple
more counties, before grabbing a late lunch snack between Oxford and the
Cotswolds, and a final run taking us close to the Welsh border west of the river
Severn. Arrive at teatime, unpack by 6 pm short walk to unwind (to the pub).
# Spend Saturday riding in the Wye Valley and Forest area
# On Sunday spend a short morning on location, then a romp home 9-10 pm.
Where?
Aiming to stay at a cheap B&B in the Forest of Dean – a good location for
exploring the Forest and the Wye valley including the magnificent Symonds
Yat (yeah, it’s a real name) gorge. If you enjoy looking at historic buildings,
then put the timbered and romantic Stokesay Castle high on your list.
What’ll this cost me?
Here’s my guess of the basic costs…
Petrol - guess 490 miles complete round trip, to be safe say 12 gallons or £57.
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Say £45 for two nights in B&B. NB B&B rooms are usually priced per person
per night; and taking a double or twin room as a single can be quite a bit more
pricey.
Food allow £20 per day, not counting an optional pint.
-Breakfast included
-Light lunch snack say £7
-Pub evening meals (next door) say £9
Being a tourist - entry to local attractions is down to you, however walking etc
is free.
More information on the internet:
Royal Forest of Dean Tourist Information - www.visitforestofdean.co.uk
Example B&B ‘The White House’ - www.whitehousebroadwell.co.uk/index.htm

RSVP
John Morgan tel 01473-711699 (H) or -264165 (W)
Email jp10.morgan@gmail.com

Youth Hostel Association (YHA) Weekend to the Sussex Downs
Spring Bank Holiday weekend. Watch this spot for more details.
Keith Wright

Ed’s Soapbox
Welcome to the December edition of the SAM Observer.
Thanks to Karl Hale for his continued ‘My Path to Become an Advanced
Police Motorcyclist’ and Jim Davies for his ‘East Coast Challenge’ article.
Please also see my ‘Dragons in Yorkshire – Part Deux’ article, this again being
the reason for my shorter than normal Soapbox.
The Caption Competition shall return in January. We won’t have time for the
competition on this group night due to all of the planned Christmas Party
games and activities.
On behalf of the SAM Committee, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Cheers
Steve Gocher
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January Breakfast Run
Sunday 6th January – Farm Café, Mistley
CO11 1ER
Meet at Tesco Ipswich at 9:00 am
Leave Tesco towards Felixstowe
A14 exit onto
A137 S/P Brantham. T/L into
Manningtree, go thru town into
Mistley. At Mistley Towers T/R
Café 200 yds on the right.
Check all routes with your Road Map (and/or see the map of the destination in
the Calendar on the SAM website) before setting out, then maybe no one will
get lost. Even better, take the route and a road map with you.

Test Passes
Congratulations to David Wood and Nick Lambert for passing their IAM Tests.
David’s observer was Martin Leach and Nick’s was David Rudland.
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Social Rides
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the
vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group
activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist cannot and
do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to
vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the
Group. Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own
risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person
or damage to vehicle.
Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committees
guidelines as follows:
You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route






If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine.
Be responsible for your own safety
Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time.
Have a FULL tank of fuel
No more than 5 in a group
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Dragons in Yorkshire – Part Deux
During my trip to Yorkshire with the Dragon Riders I
learned a little about the club and some of it’s
members I met.
The Dragon Riders Motorcycle Club was formed in
1991 with the aim of promoting good riding skills
and attracting people (regardless of background, type
of motorcycle owner or license held) who share one
common interest, Motorcycling.
The group also has a secondary unwritten aim, to keep
the café economy of Wales going all year round.
Their group meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the month at the Queen’s
Head in Mold. The club has a simple constitution made up of the following
rules:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Don’t mention the club logo!
Absence from group meetings is taken as an individual volunteering.
Taking the p#*s at every available opportunity is compulsory.
All or none of the above rules apply, as appropriate.

Mike became Chairman under Rule 2 after missing just one group meeting. He
made no excuse for missing the meeting, but it is alleged that he was visiting ‘a
friend’ in Llandewi Breffi. For those not familiar with ‘Little Britian’, this is
the home of the character Daffyd, ‘the only gay in the village’. I’m led to
believe that photographic evidence of his visit does exist!
Marianne, the Club Secretary, is a Carriage Driving Instructor with our chosen
charity for 2007, Riding for the Disabled, which is based at the Clwyd Special
Riding Centre in Llanfynydd. When I asked her for contact details, so I could
send her my article for approval, I was very impressed when she handed me a
Dragon Riders business card!
Ray, Marianne’s other half, was not riding during the trip due to an injured
foot. This was the result of an accident in Scotland on the way back from John
O’Grouts, in which his Triumph Tiger was written off. I learned that he had
obtained a new Tiger and that he’s been ‘garaging’ it in the utility room. When
I put it to him that as his new bike is within the bounds of the house, cleaning it
should come under housework; Marianne asked me did I want a slap!
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One evening in the White Hart, Ken was having problems with his glasses. He
kept taking them off, holding them up to the light and putting them back on
with a bemused expression. When I ask him what was the matter he said that
he was having trouble working out whether an individual, that he just arrived,
was a man or a woman! After a short discussion we agreed that his opticians
must have made a mistake and prescribed bi-sexual instead of bi-focal lenses.
I learned that Hugh is very passionate about his GS1200 motorcycle and that
he prides himself of his branded accessories. So much so, that I’m led to
believe that he was seen one evening in his BMW logo pyjamas and dressing
gown with matching GS slippers.
Shep is notorious for dropping his Tiger. I understand he does it with such
regularity he’s written a procedure! He didn’t live up to expectation on this
trip, thankfully he managed to keep his Tiger ‘right side up’ throughout the
whole weekend. Unfortunately, Mark didn’t.
I didn’t witness the incident but Mark (being number one as the group leader)
claimed that he’d passed a small junction and didn’t want the number two
behind to miss his turn. So he stopped and put his Valadero on its side stand,
leaving the engine running and ran back to the junction to attract his attention.
He glanced back to see his bike starting to role off of its side stand “in slow
motion”. This occurred no doubt due to the slight down hill gradient and the
throb of his lumpy V twin at idle. Long live the purr of the inline four! He
immediately started a ‘Steve Austin’ style run but unfortunately didn’t get back
in time to prevent gravity taking effect.
The fall resulted in his clutch leaver being snapped off from just after the pivot
point. There first appeared to be no way of fixing the clutch lever, so a day of
crashing the gearbox lay ahead. Or did it? Luckily Mark had some tie-wraps
and Chris was instrumental in helping to not only get the clutch lever back on
the bike, but actually giving it enough purchase to operate the clutch! Being a
Sunday there was little chance of Mark getting spares for his bike but
fortunately for him Teesdale Motorcycles was open. Not only were they open
on a Sunday but they also replaced the damaged lever. I asked Mark if they’d
give him a discount if he purchased two, as he may need one for a spare!
I’ve run out of time this month, exhausted Rule 3 of the constitution and didn’t
mention the logo once. Next month I shall cover the Dragon Riders Group
Riding System.
Cheers
Steve Gocher
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So You Think You Know ……?
John Morgan
As our new buddy coordinator,
John Morgan is the new
welcoming face of SAM. John,
49, is something of an itinerant
having moved home (and job)
more often than most, initially as
a result of his Dad being in the
RAF.
John was born in Antrim, but
only just. He arrived rather early
at 2 lb 12 oz, left the province by
the time he was 3 months and has
scarcely been back since. His
early years were spent in the
North West near Stockport (know
to local ITV viewers as
Granadaland). Not wanting to
upset half of his Manchester
mates, he decided to upset all of
them by supporting Celtic. Just as well that at the age of 12 he was exiled to
East Anglia, first to Cambridgeshire before settling in Suffolk at Felixstowe.
The family business brought distinction to the town with the presence of a
record shop, “The Record Rendez-vous”, How cool is that? John tells me it
was all vinyl and that the mid 70’s was a great time for record shops which
enjoyed a monopoly before supermarkets took an interest in the music market.
After attending Deben and Orwell schools, John ended his secondary education
having experienced 11 schools in total.
In 1978 John became a trainee engineer working for Ipswich Council as a
draftsman. In 1985 he moved to Ipswich Hospital as a maintenance engineer
and 3 years later into building services work for Eastern Electricity. John left
with a golden handshake in 2000 and commuted to London for a couple of
years before joining Suffolk County Council as a project manager. Interesting
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times are ahead as Ipswich is to be separated as a unitary authority, so John
can’t say what he’ll be doing even two years from now. He recently earned a
business degree from Sheffield University, so he’s well equipped to continue as
a portfolio worker.
John is married to Susan who he met at Ipswich Borough Council in 1980.
Susan came from an army family and clearly impressed him as she went to 19
different schools. Their 16 year old daughter is currently studying at Northgate
6th form, only her 3rd school.
John’s biking experience began riding his mates’ bikes at some speed (not on
the road of course he told me rather hesitantly). He recalled riding his mate’s
Honda CD175 down a footpath and making good use of the horn rather than
the brakes to avoid a collision with oncoming walkers. After all, that bike had
cost £10.
John bought a Honda CB200 for commuting to Ipswich, replaced 2 years later
by a Suzuki GT550 2 stroke which he remembers for its vibrations. Next came
one of the first shaft driven Yamaha XJ650’s and for cheap transport a Yamaha
RD400 which was characterised by noise output, oil leaks and keeping the
front wheel up. After 6 years without a bike enforced by house purchase, he
bought a Honda 90 commuter which he still has. In 2003 he bought a Honda
VFR800 which scared him “witless” (at least I think he said “witless”) and
hence came to SAM. Bob McGeady’s observations led to success with the test
and one Suzuki VStrom 1000 and BMW K1200RS later, John has just moved
on to a BMW R1100S Boxer. He reckons he does about 12k miles per year
and has visited Austria and Barcelona for the GP on his travels.
Other hobbies include photography and archery for which John has something
of a talent. He’s competed as far away as Scotland and not only used a
longbow, but even made one.
John recalls a trip to the Isle of Man when he missed the ferry as inclement
weather forced him to seek refuge in a motorway service station where he slept
on a table. Despite that, his immediate ambition is to return to the Emerald Isle
for the North West 200 next year. Good luck with that John, but don’t forget
your waterproofs.

[Words by Nigel Hydes]
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SMART
RIDER

•

Novice Try-a-Bike Sessions

•

Compulsory Basic Training

•

125 cc & Direct Access

•

Rusty Riders Refresher

•

Riding Skills Development

Professional Motorcycle and
Roadcraft Training on a one-to-one
basis (except CBT) in
Bury St. Edmunds
Contact Tony Fuller on
07763 018027 or 01440 786928
www.smartrider.co.uk
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FOR SALE – Kawasaki GT 550 G8

Superb Condition – low mileage

13,500 genuine miles on 1994 (M)
plate. Regularly maintained and
cared for – receipts available. Tax to
April 2008 – MOT Nov 2007.
Excellent first bike (56 bhp and 195
Kg) Seat height 31 ½ inch (800 mm)
Motad 4-1 system, suspension set up
by MCTechnics, Oxford Hot grips
(on relay from ignition, so no flat
batteries), Optimate flying lead
fitted, 7” round headlight – excellent
beam. Braided hoses, K&N air filter, Good tyres, Givi E36 top box.
To you only £850 ovno.
Call John Horsley on 01473 326913
FOR SALE - Top box rack and fitting kit for a Honda ST1300 - 2002 onwards.
Will take a GIVI or KAPPA top box. Hardly used as new. £30
Call Reg on 07718 781238
FOR SALE - Genuine Honda Fly Screen for CBF 500 with all fittings in a
good condition. £35 ono
Call Steve on 01473 430643
FOR SALE - BMW R1100RS, Y Reg 2001, Silver, 60K, full service history,
full BMW luggage, ABS, heated grips, new rear tyre, Taxed & Tested to Feb
2008. £3,000 ono
Call Henry Johnson on 07855 522460
FOR SALE - Frank Thomas Summer Boots, yellow and black, size 7.
Good condition, hardly used. £30
Call Phil Sells on 01255 242723
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WANTED - Luggage for my R1100S (2002) - I have the BMW mounting rails,
and want BMW System cases, and a top box or Ventura pack.
Black rigid cases from the series with two locking handles - ideally both full
size i.e. without exhaust cut-outs. Scuffed boxes are OK so long as they are in
good mechanical condition.
Please call John Morgan (evenings) on 01473 711699 or 01473 264165 (work)
FOR SALE - Peugeot LUDIX Elegance 49 cc
scooter, £600. This bike is a restricted stepthrough scooter, suitable for 16 year-old
riders,
in
outstanding
condition.
Grey/Yellow, just a year old and has covered
only 534 miles. Fitted with Peugeot rack and
top-box, L-plates, insurance-approved shackle
lock, two mirrors, and can easily be derestricted. The bike has been stored for the
last 6 months on a trickle charger, and is not
taxed (SORN declared) although tax only
costs £15 p.a.
Please call John Morgan (evenings) on 01473
711699 or 01473 264165 (work) to view.

FOR SALE - Men's Fieldsheer textile
motorcycle jacket - £15 - size Large, in
red/black with reflective trim - see picture.
Bought as a warm winter layer over my
ventilated 2-piece leathers, and its been
unused for over 2 years, since I switched to an
all-year Rukka suit.
Please call John Morgan (evenings) on 01473
711699 or 01473 264165 (work) to view.

Send your classified items to
sam.editor@hotmail.co.uk
Price for non-member classifieds is £5
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My Path to Become an Advanced
Police Motorcyclist – Warts and All
Part 2 - The Advanced Course – Take One
Twelve months on and I was back at Police Headquarters, Martlesham and I
was running scared. My memory of my last course was still fresh in my mind
(one year is not long in the police service as most of us do thirty of them). My
specialist trade is armed response and motorcycle patrol work came well down
the list from that. So needless to say I hadn’t the opportunity to ride the bike as
much as I had hoped. I had however just bought a bike of my own, a Kawasaki
ZZR 1100. But this was only about three weeks beforehand. I was worried
about the pace that I would be riding and felt very uncomfortable about it.
I wanted the qualification though and was determined to get it.
During the first week I again struggled with the handling of the bike. We were
again using BMW K1100LT’s (once described by one of my colleagues as like
riding a washing machine) a big heavy bike designed for touring and not
ripping around the countryside like an R1, however the old girls didn’t do too
bad with the abuse they got. I again I dropped the bike at low speed, this time
in London and not tucked away on a remote airfield. ‘Solly’ didn’t appear too
chuffed expecting me to have been more familiar with the bike and its
handling. I hadn’t really taken the slow speed stuff in before but had managed
to get through.
Looking back on this incident I know I would have faired a hell of a lot better
having attended one of SAMs’ dexterity days. I had to do a U turn and stalled
it, which made the bike stop dead. What I should have done was to set the revs
higher, slip the clutch to biting point and control my speed using the back
brake (I had linked brakes but this would still have worked) keeping the revs
up makes the bike more stable so its easier to control when doing low speed
manoeuvres such as U turns. The dexterity days are certainly worth anyone’s
time.
In any driving or riding course you are continually assessed but are also given
an end of week report. I was fully aware that I would have to up my game if I
was to attain the required mark to become an advanced rider.
On day two, week two I had third ride of the day, just before lunch. We had
just had a cup of tea at Leiston Police station and I led. We took a route south
along the A1120. The road surface was dry so I knew I had maximum grip and
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braking efficiency. I felt good this day and loved the road as I’d ridden it once
or twice before, what I thought then ‘a lovely bikers road’ (now I avoid it
especially at the weekends as I regard it as the ‘crazy lunatic bikers road’).
I was cracking on a fair pace and reached speeds of around 115mph, which in
itself was no problem, no hazards, the limit point stretching away so the
distance I could see to be clear was certainly greater than my braking distance.
I was determined to make progress and totally forgot about speed perception. I
had ridden along the fairly straight bit prior to the village of Baddingham when
I seemed to totally disregard the severity of the oncoming bend. I missed every
warning sign available to me, of which I can only imagine the Highways
department had spent a lot of time and money to put in place. I had no regard
to the cross road sign just prior to the bend or in fact the cross roads
themselves. The warning triangle showing a right hand bend, the big SLOW
signs painted on the road surface, the black and white chevron boards pointing
right, the longer white lines in the centre of the road and the advisory 25mph
limit sign. I even took no notice of the old faithful the ‘limit point’, I had what
I can only describe as a ‘brain fart’. I had seriously misjudged the bend
thinking it was less severe than it actually was. I slowed down using
accelerator sense alone and started to bank the bike. I estimate that I was
travelling about 60mph. It was at this point I had exhaled the noxious gas from
my brain and had suddenly come to my senses. I thought to myself ‘what the
f*** am I doing?’
I felt it was too late to brake (although now I know I could have briefly stood
the bike up, braked momentarily then release, back into the lean which would
have probably lost me enough speed) so keeping the nearside line I rode the
bike around the bend. At least I made an early approach line, which certainly
helped me round avoiding the metal chevron boards and trees. I nearly got
away with it (not in ‘Sollys’ eyes though) but ran just about a foot too wide
catching the grass bank. My back tyre lost its grip and the rear of the bike
seemed to overtake me. I remember watching leaves and long grass brush past
my visor in slow motion and thinking ‘Yep, I’ve cocked this one up’. I laid
face down in the middle of the road with the bike in front of me, all was still, I
was alive. It must have been the adrenalin as I felt no pain at the time. My
first thought was “I hope they’ve got another bike so I can carry on tomorrow”.
The reality was that I had gone down hard on my right thigh and had given
myself a dead leg. The next day I couldn’t bend my leg, in fact for a few days
later I still could bend it and was off work for three weeks.
Not only had my course ended abruptly but also my Police Motorcycling, I was
gutted, this hurt me far more than my leg. It was felt that due to the near
tragedy of the collision I would be mentally unable to partake in any
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forthcoming motorcycle training for some time, and as I had not attained the
advanced qualification I could no longer use a motorcycle on patrol.
I disagreed with this decision at the time but looking back feel that it was
probably the best thing that could have happened to me. I was aware that I
could re-apply in two years so set out to be ready, if or when the opportunity
arose.
I joined SAM that year and after going through the selection process and full
training I became an observer with the group. Knowing that people knew my
riding background helped me to maintain my standard and improve on it. I felt
that I would need to set an example, as I had already been fortunate enough to
receive police training. SAM kept me sharp; I gained more experience as I was
on the bike more than ever. I learned new things, there’s a great deal of
knowledge with SAM members, which I took full advantage of. I take an
awful lot of stick from the group but also give it. I have gained friendship.
I now feel ready to take on The Police Advanced Course. ‘Bring it on’.
Karl Hale

East Coast Challenge
A 200 mile ride through Norfolk and Suffolk organised by Paul of Davey
Brother Motorcycles.
I have just completed the trip for the third time. I now have the Wrinkly award
for being over 60. The Oldie award for doing it on a bike over 40 years old
being my Honda CB77 305cc and the Standard award for the latest trip on my
Honda 500cc single GB550TT.
Accompanied by Keith Wright and Keith Locke starting in Stowmarket across
country for morning coffee and a receipt on Southwold Pier. Then off to
Reedham Ferry and on to Stalham (its starting to rain now). Next stop
Sherringham for a pub lunch on the sea front and off across to Castle Acre for
afternoon tea. It’s stopped raining now as we head for Swaffham, the two
Keith’s were in a hurry to get home so they went the main road back to
Stowmarket for their final receipt. I took the scenic route via Watton to East
Harling and they beat me back by 15 minutes.
A good ride out, all in the name of charity.
Jim Davies
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SAM Membership Renewal Form 2008
SUFFOLK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS’ GROUP
Affiliated to the Institute of Advanced Motorists
Group Membership No. 7219 - SAM is a Registered Charity No. 1067800
Website: http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com
First Name: ……………………… Surname: …………………………………..
Address: .………………………………………………………………………...
....………………………………………………………………………
Post Code: ……………………
Motorcycle Make: …………………..…. Model: ………………………………
Phone (Home): …………………………. Work: ………………………………
Mobile: ………………………………….
Email Address: ………………………….
I enclose my fee for annual renewal for membership type:
Full Member £15.00 Associate Member £15.00 Joint Member £18.00
Friend of Group £6.00
Lapsed £18.00 (delete as appropriate)
PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOU WISH TO JOIN AS A NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBER
YOU MUST TAKE UP THE IAM £85.00 “SKILLS FOR LIFE” PACKAGE.
(This price is increasing to £109.00 from the 1st February 2008)

Are you a motorcycling member of the IAM?

Yes / No

IAM Membership No:…………………….. Expiry Date: …………………….
Signature: ………………………………………… Date: …………………….
Please make cheques payable to: SUFFOLK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS
Data Protection Act:
I have no objection to the above details being held on computer. I understand
that such information will be kept strictly confidential to relevant officers of
the SAM committee.
Only name, post town & motorcycle will be published in the Group Magazine.
Signature: ………………………………………… Date: …………………….
Please remember membership runs from January to January.
Please post your completed membership form and membership fee to:
Beverley Rudland
SAM Membership Secretary
36 Sherborne Avenue
Ipswich
IP4 3DR
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FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES

AUTOFIT(Ipswich) Ltd
OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG
DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD
WITH ADRIAN
“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE”
KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE…
Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd
8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE
Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966
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Our Venue
Group Nights start at 7:30 pm on the third Monday of every month
at Great Blakenham Village Hall

We have a “No-Smoking” policy in the meeting room.

Please leave quietly, and return
all chairs back to the storage
trolley provided.
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Observer Associate Charter
Purpose
The purpose of the Charter is to make clear the definition of what is expected
in Observer / Associate relationship.
The Observers
Have made the effort to train, not only for the IAM test but have taken part in
extensive Observer training to become Observers for the group. They are a
valuable asset to the group and give of their time freely, except for a small
contribution from the associates for their expenses. Observers attend regular
refresher training sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and
Riding Dexterity days.
The Associates
• Are expected to have an equal commitment with the goal being the IAM
test.
• Are to be available for regular observed rides ideally every two weeks
with at least 100 practice miles being covered in that period. Continuity
cannot be maintained with regular gaps of three weeks or more or no
miles between observed rides.
• Must agree the dates of the next runs at the debriefing and must practice
any improvement recommendations between the runs.
• Will where possible attend a riding Dexterity Day to improve their slow
speed manoeuvres and control.
• Must make an effort to study the theory by reading Pass your Advanced
Motorcycle Test and the Highway Code plus attend club Theory Nights
when possible.
• Cancellation of a planned run due to poor weather conditions will be at
the discretion of the Observer. If after a period of one month, an Observer
has not heard from the Associate it will be assumed that interest has been
lost and the Associate will be placed back at the bottom of the waiting
list.
• When the Observer feels the associate is riding consistently at the test
standard a Cross check will be arranged with a Senior Observer.
• The Observer will give as much help and encouragement as possible but
the onus is on the associate to endeavour.
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Events Diary
Sunday 6th January

Breakfast Run – Farm Café,
Mistley. CO11 1ER

Monday 21st January

Group Night – Quiz Night
Gt. Blakenham Village Hall 7:30 pm

Thursday 24th January

Roadcraft Theory Night
Gt. Blakenham Village Hall 7:30 pm

Membership Fees for 2008
Full Member £15.00
Associate £85 - Skills for Life (£109 from 1st February 2008)
(25 years and under Skills for Life discount £20)
Includes the current issue of “Pass your Advanced Motorcycle Test” and your
IAM Test fee for new members
Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00
Friend of the Group £6.00
For spouse, partner, friend or colleague of a group member. The Newsletter is
not included in this price
Joint Full Members £18.00
Membership entitles you to 1 Newsletter per couple and to attend monthly
Group meetings which will encompass both riding and safety techniques,
speaker on interesting and varied subject, Group rides at weekends and
evenings and the fellowship of like-minded people.
Please support us by renewing and helping the Group to flourish in the cause of
safer motorcycling.
The SAM Observer December 2007

Page 30

GREENS
MOTORCYCLES
YAMAHA
SALES # SERVICE # MOT
For

TRAINING # REPAIRS

PEDDARS LANE, BECCLES
Phone (01502) 712370
Fax (01502) 711689

