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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Dear Reader, 
 

Welcome to the December edition of our SAM 

magazine, the year has simply whizzed by and here we 

are already reading the last issue of 2011. Over all it’s 

been a jolly good year for SAM with some great 

achievements in all aspects of group life. Although the 

first half of the year was a little short of test passes just 

recently we’ve more than made up for the slow start. 

My most sincere congratulations to all those who have 

passed their IAM test this year, not many of us really 

enjoy putting ourselves through the scrutiny of a test 

and with so many pressures on our time it’s all too 

easy to make excuses or find other priorities. Signing up to take the test is the 

easy part, finding the time to prepare and pass the test takes dedication and 

commitment. 
 

Once again this year SAM members have given tremendous support to Derek 

Barker and Rob Day who organise the charity ride in support of the St. 

Elizabeth Hospice and more recently a team of SAM members donned high viz 

jackets and spent the day directing the motorcycle parking at the Copdock Bike 

Show, further on in the magazine you will see the letter of thanks that 

accompanied a cheque for £2,000 that has been donated to SAM as a token of 

appreciation from the Copdock Classic Motorcycle Club. 
 

Thanks to Chris Smith and John Sillett we’ve had some brilliant guest speakers 

this year, for some Austin Vince will have been the highlight, for others Kevin 

and Julia Sanders. Charlie Haylock was hilarious, his mastery of dialects and 

humorous tales of Suffolk folk made for a truly entertaining evening.  
 

Getting the New Year off to a good start we have our ever popular quiz night 

planned for January. We will be inviting our neighbours from the Norfolk and 

Essex groups and if you fancy bringing along your ‘phone a friend’ please feel 

free to do so, the more the merrier. 
 

That brings me neatly onto February and the AGM. Between now and then I 

hope that some of you will have volunteered to join us on the committee. If for 

you that comment sparks even a glimmer of interest please give me a call or 

send me an email, I’d love to hear from you. 
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Another subject that needs our urgent consideration in the New Year is the 

SAM magazine. We currently spend around 50% of the groups’ income 

producing and distributing the magazine, this situation isn’t really sustainable 

and therefore we need to decide whether to reduce our costs or increase our 

income. In my opinion the magazine plays a crucial part in keeping the group 

together and I would favour increasing our revenue. But it’s not all about my 

opinion, you may not agree. You may prefer the option of reducing down to 6 

magazines a year rather than 12 that would mean 1 magazine every 2 months. 

Or maybe you would be happy to read all the SAM news online and forget the 

magazine all together.  The committee feel this is such an important decision 

that all SAM members should be given the opportunity to vote on the subject 

which brings me back to the AGM. Following the formalities of the AGM 

there will be an open discussion regarding the magazine followed by a vote, I 

would urge as many members as possible to come along to join in the 

discussion and cast their vote. Further information will be available in 

January’s magazine. If for any reason you are unable to come along to the 

AGM please feel free to contact me with your feelings on the matter, I will 

collate any opinions that are made known to me and ensure that they are taken 

into consideration on the night  
 

But let’s get back to the here and now, with Christmas just a week away I’m 

sure most of you will succumb to the Christmas spirit, whether you like it or 

not! So I’d like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year; I hope you get to spend at least some of the festive 

holiday doing the things that please you most. For David and I that means 

spending time with our family and now that we have 4 grandchildren we’re 

looking forward to the magical moments that only young children can bring to 

Christmas. 
 

As always, after all the preparation and anticipation, the festivities will be over 

all too quickly. But as the turkey and tinsel become just a distant memory we 

can start looking forward to the warmer weather and the chance to get out on 

our motorbikes again. Having said that, safe weather permitting, there will be a 

breakfast run on Sunday 1
st
 January, further details can be found on page 18. If 

you’re not able to make it to the breakfast run I hope you’ll be able to join us 

for the quiz night on Tuesday 17
th
 January.  I know Mike Roberts will have put 

together a selection of tantalising brain teasers to challenge our wit and 

memory, it’s always a thoroughly enjoyable evening, just the tonic to beat 

away those winter blues. 
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Another year is drawing to a close 

and it’s a good time to start looking 

back at another good year for SAM. 

We’ve continued to help even more 

people through the advanced test. 

Once again we’ve had a large 

number of successful social events 

and have managed to give a 

significant sum of money to charity.  

However, whilst on that subject, the 

superbly organised charity 

motorcycle run continues to be our 

main fund raiser, but that does not 

mean it has to be our only event. 

Many years ago, I took part in the 

London to Brighton cycle ride. Are 

there any current SAM members 

who might be interested in joining 

me to try it in 2012? You don’t have 

to be a lycra clad superhero to take 

part, just a good sense of humour and 

to be free on the 17
th
 June. 

Let me know if you want to form 

part of Club SAM! 

May I wish all SAM members, 

family and friends a very merry 

Christmas. May you all get 

what you wish for. 

Santa: Hint….You’ll find the 

above in the Ducati part of the 

motorcycle catalogue!  

I hope you enjoy reading the rest of the magazine, maybe over a glass of 

mulled wine and a mince pie or even a nice cup of tea and a turkey sandwich. 

However you choose to spend Christmas and the New Year I hope you have a 

fabulous time and I look forward to catching up with you in 2012. 
 

With my very best wishes, 
 

BeverleyBeverleyBeverleyBeverley    
    

Secretary’s 
Scribbles 
December 2011 

Martin. 
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CARING SAM 
 

We at SAM like to pride ourselves on having a very 

good and highly regarded club. We know when things go 

right but how will we know if they do not? This is 

something we would like to address and our Vice 

Chairman Karl Hale, as part of his role is now appointed 

customer service / complaints point of contact. If there is 

something that is lacking with the club or something you 

as a member (associate or full) have experienced within 

the club and would have rather not, please contact Karl. 
 

Your views can then be brought to the attention of the 

committee or dealt with more discretely. Either way you will be informed of 

the plan or outcome. You can contact Karl on 01359 241552 or  

email  vicechairman@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com  
 

 
 

New Members  
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent new associate member: 
 

Peter Mittell 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

we will put that right 
 

 
 

IAM Test Passes 
This month three members have passed their Advanced test. 

Congratulations to: 
 

Brian Foster  his Observers were David Rudland & Mike Roberts 

Simon McKay  his Observer was   John Van Eyke 

Martin Drury  his Observer was   Luke Milbourne 

Bob Page   his Observer was   Stuart Young 

Roger Page  his Observer was   Chris Jackson 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let  

Derek Barker or Susan Smith know. 
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Membership Fees for 2012 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

Standing Order Reminder 
 

We are now nearing the time for subs to be paid.  This is a reminder to ask all 

members to pay their subs by standing order on the 1
st
 of January 2012.  For 

members who set up a standing order in 2011, you do not need to fill in a 

renewal form unless any of your details have changed.  Membership cards will 

be issued on receipt of the standing order payment. 
 

A standing order mandate can be found on the website under the 'Join us' 

heading with the renewal form.  If you get this magazine via email you can 

follow the link to the renewal form, or type it in your web browser.  Once 

completed please print it out and give it to Linda or Judy. 
 

 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-membership-

renewal.html  
 

 

If you use internet banking it is possible to set up a standing order online 

without any sort of form (this may depend on your bank).  
 

Information you need:-Sort Code: 20-92-08 Account No: 10363650 
 

 Account Name:  Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists 

 Reference: Enter your initials & surname, these will appear on SAM's 

bank statement  
 

It could not be easier, once you have set up your standing order you will not 

have to think about it again, it will just automatically be debited from your 

bank account in January each year.  
 

If you have not completed a Gift Aid form and you pay tax please complete a 

form and give it to Linda or Judy as this brings money into the club each year. 

If you follow the link above the Gift Aid form is under the renewal form. 
 

 

Any queries please email Linda Barker at linda.barker@btinternet.com or  

Judy Chittock at judy.chittock@btinternet.com.  
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SAM Committee Nominations 
2012 

 

Have you ever thought that the club needs your help? Now is your chance. Fill 

in the form and send it to Martin Andrew via post or email. Nominations have 

to be given in one month before the AGM on 20
th
 February 2012.  

 

Be more than just a member, be part of the decision making team, have your 

input in club affairs. Committee meetings are the first Wednesday of the 

month. 

 

 

SAM Committee Nominations 2012 
 

I nominate ........................................................... For the post 

of .................................................... 

Proposed by: 

Name ........................................ Signed ............................... Date ………… 

Seconded by: 

Name ........................................ Signed ............................... Date ………… 

Nominee’s signature ............................................. Date ………… 

 

SAM Committee Nominations 2012 
 

I nominate ........................................................... for the post 

of ...................................................... 

Proposed by: 

Name ........................................ Signed ............................... Date ………… 

Seconded by: 

Name ........................................ Signed ............................... Date ………… 

Nominee’s signature ............................................. Date ………… 
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Social Rides 
 

Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the 

vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group 

activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot 

and do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage 

to vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the 

Group.  Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own 

risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person 

or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road 

tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route 
 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 
 

 Be responsible for your own safety 
 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 
 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 
 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
 

 

Credit Where it’s Due! 
 

We all know that the best part of being a motorcyclist is getting out on the road 

and enjoying riding the bike, the worst part is when the inevitable happens and 

the bike needs some attention or servicing, you can almost feel your bank 

account getting lighter!  
 

So imagine my thoughts when once again I saw my Honda’s rev counter speed 

out of control when performing an overtake. This had happened a couple of 

times before and I had visited two Ipswich motorcycle shops for advice. One 

took the bike for a ride and returned saying I needed a new clutch, the other 

stated that I needed a new clutch cable because the adjuster had seized, both 

quoted me more money than I had at that moment to action the repair so I rode 

away knowing that I needed to get it sorted pretty soon. 
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So with my rev counter still spinning and my clutch slipping, I sought a third 

opinion and gave Chris Self Motorcycles a call. Chris listened to my 

description of the problem and thought that he needed to see the bike before 

ordering in a clutch cable or other parts. Biting the bullet, I took the bike to 

Chris early on a Saturday morning where he promptly removed part of the 

bikes fairing, called his mechanic over to the bike and for around an hour they 

managed to free off the seized end of the clutch cable. After some adjustment 

the bike was tested and returned to me, job done! The charge was a fraction of 

the cost previously quoted by others even though an hours work had been done. 
 

This article was written not to put other motorcycle shops down, I have 

deliberately not mentioned them, but to let my fellow bikers know, if you don’t 

already, what great advice and service can be found at Chris Self Motorcycles. 

Until this time I had only seen their advert in the SAM Observer. Credit where 

it’s due, I would recommend anyone to take their bike to Chris if they have a 

problem.  

 

Paul Spalding 

 

 THE ROYAL WEDDING  
 29TH APRIL 2011  

 

The invitation had arrived. No, not from the Palace but in a 'phone call from 

Glen Mures suggesting a good day for a ride would be 29
th
 April. Lucy would 

be in front of the box, Maureen would also be in front of the box, as would a 

vast number of the population. We could have the roads to ourselves. 
 

It did not take long for Tony Fuller and Steve Shortis to throw their hats in the 

ring. 
 

Where shall we GO? 
 

I don't mind! 
 

What about....? 
 

It was obvious with the likes of Glen, Tony and Steve it would be a full day 

out. So when Maureen said “why don't you go and see Phil and Sue Baldwin 

(Sue and Phil are ex SAM members who now live in Hawes) it was – yes, yes, 

yes, yes. 
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6.30 am: Thetford Esso Garage ready to go. Phil had been pre-warned we were 

coming for lunch. So quick route to get out of East Anglia. Thetford-King's 

Lynn- Sleaford to join the A15 to Lincoln. Tony then asked “Where are we 

having breakfast? What about the Farm Shop café”. Just ignore him, he might 

go away. Tone, we are going to press on for at least a couple of hours then we 

will think about breakfast. 
 

The A15 soon saw us at Lincoln (2 hours). Carry on A15 past Lincoln, 4 miles 

L.T. To A1500. Now we can enjoy some good roads. The A1500 will take you 

west to the A156, North to Gainsborough. Fast sweeping bends and no 

cameras. Once at Gainsborough the A631 westerly for 3 miles then R.T. A161 

crossing the M180 to Crowle and eventually breakfast. Well, a tea stall at 

Goole, bacon roll, cuppa and fag break for Tony. 

Leaving Goole by the A645 and onto Selby via the A1041. From Selby we 

headed to Tadcaster via a twisty, bumpy B1228. Tadcaster and 215 miles 

behind us with the best to come. 
 

The A659 takes you across the A1 to Harewood. A right-left to rejoin A659. 

Now the clever bit to miss Otley-Ilkley and get into Wharfedale. A right turn 

just before Otley onto B6161 then a left unclassified for Farnley and the B6451 

north. At the A59 west to Bolton Abbey, then north again onto the B6160 and 

this is G.S. Country. Burnstall, Grassington, Kilnsey Craggs, Kettlewell, 

Starbotton, Buckden. Tony on the BMW K1200S and Glen on his FJR 

(probably wishing he had come on the Teniere) were both working hard to 

keep in touch with the old boys on their GS's. 
 

From Buckden an unclassified minor (single track) road across Hubberholme, 

Oughtershaw saw us on that wonderful flat out ride down the hill into Gayle 

(past the Cheese Dairy where Phil now works) 1.20 pm. Phone Phil from 

Hawes Chippy “Get kettle on lad, we're bringing the fish and chips”. Phil now 

lives at Sedbusk 2 miles north east of Hawes. 
 

After fish and chips, bread and butter, tea and a certain amount of p... taking, 

time to say good bye.  
 

The return route was in Glen's hands. So be it. Carry on through Wensleydale-

Leyburn-Bedale to A1 south 2 junctions then off B6267-A61 Thirsk, up Sutton 

Bank and on to Helmsley, then needless to say that old favourite B1257 

Malton/Norton B1248 Wetwang-Beverley-Humber Bridge. For those who have 

not used this route once over the bridge follow A15 to roundabout, 2
nd
 exit. At 

A18 LT-RT Barnetby-le-Wold. Follow to tee-jct R.T. Unclassified to Bigby, 

then left A1084 Caistor. Cross A46 to B1225 and enjoy. Fast and undulating 
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through to Baumber, then A158 Horncastle. R.T. A153 direction Sleaford. 

After R/A with A155 take next L.T. B1192 New York-Langrick-Huberts 

Bridge. A52-A17 King's Lynn-Thetford. Home for dinner. 
 

A good day's ride with good company, good roads. Thanks Phil for the 

hospitality. No doubt many of our new members won't know Sue and Phil so if 

making this trip make lunch at the Wensleydale Cheese Cafe. EXCELLENT. 
 

It was Phil when he was chief observer that instigated these full day's rides.  

Others to try. 
 

1. Fish and chips at Ripon. 

2. Lunch in the Welsh Borders (Clun) with cream tea in the Cotswolds. 

3. Fish and Chips at Bridlington, with a visit to Flamborough Head. 
 

Go on, challenge yourself. 

 

Keith Gilbert 

 

Photo at Sue and Phil's with Glen, Tony and Steve 
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SAM Business Directory 
 

Have you ever been looking for a company or business to help you with a 

problem or service and not been sure who to choose? Why not consider a 

fellow SAM member? 

 

If you haven’t been to the SAM website recently, you will not have noticed the 

latest addition, the SAM Business Directory. This has been set up to help SAM 

members promote their businesses and services. The Directory is available to 

be viewed by any visitor to the website but only SAM members will be able to 

add details to the listing. 

 

To add your company details you will first need to register on the SAM Forum. 

Once registered, you will have a username and password that will allow you 

entry to the many parts of the forum. 

 

To find the SAM Forum, load the SAM website in your browser and go to the 

menu marked ‘Extras’ and find the drop down entry saying ‘SAM Forum’, or 

you can go directly to http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 

Next find the category ‘Buy & Sell’, within this section you will find ‘SAM 

Member’s Business Directory’, click on this heading and you will be presented 

with the current business listings. 

 

To enter your listing, click the red button ‘NEWTOPIC*’ and you will be able 

to enter your business details. 

 

Why not take a look to see if there are any services that you would like to use. 

The directory is only in its infancy so there may only be a few listings at the 

moment but keep an eye open as this list is sure to grow. 

 

Please note: An entry on this directory does not convey any endorsement 

by SAM, its Committee or members. 

 

www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

 

Paul Spalding 
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 January’s Breakfast Run 2012 
 

BREAKFAST RUN JANUARY 1ST 2012 
 

GROVER & ALLEN (J D WETHERSPOON PUB) 

NORTH STEET 

SUDBURY CO10 1RF 

01787 467660 
 

Ride Coordinator: Dave Arbon 

 

Meet Tesco’s Lorry Park, Copdock Ipswich 9:45 for 10:00 am start 

 

A nice simple route to start the year and in case the roads are poor 

 

Turn Left on to A1214 

At traffic lights Turn Left on to A1071 

 

Continue for approx 15,miles, at junction with A134, Turn Right. 

 

At 1st Roundabout, take 3rd exit on to Northern Way, at next 

Roundabout take 1st exit, Waldingfield Road. 

 

Turn right in to Upper E Street then 1st left in to Suffolk Road 

 

Straight at 1st and 2nd cross roads 

 

Turn Left in to North Street Grover & Allen is on the corner, 

 

Ample street parking 

 
Very poor weather route 

Make tea and toast and go back to bed!   ☺ 
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http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ 
 

All adverts will be valid for one month, If the Editor is not told the 

following month that the item is still for sale the advert will be removed. 

Send your classified items to the Editor, contact details on page 3 

Price for non-member classifieds is £5 

 

FOR SALE 
KTM 990 ADVENTURE 

 

2007 (57) KTM 990 

Adventure. One owner 

from new. KTM Orange  

and Black. 
 

On road use only and 

always garaged. Has an 

auxiliary plug to power 

accessories. ABS (Anti -

Lock-Brakes) are standard 

and can be deactivated at 

the press of a button if 

necessary. 
 

Weight 209kg, Power 106bhp, Seat height 860mm, Fuel/Reserve 19.5ltre, 

Insurance group 13 
 

WP suspension and Brembo braking system as standard together with ABS. 
 

Comes with added extras which will cost a bomb if you’re buying from new:  

Heated grips, Touring screen (plus brand new never used original screen, Crash 

bars, KTM mounting bracket for Sat Nav, KTM alarm, Complete set of KTM 
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Hard Luggage (Panniers and Top Box which are so roomy they are good for a 

few weeks two up touring and you can still carry a hair-drier and straighteners 

– essentials and not luxuries in my book). It has done 30,751 miles with full 

KTM Dealer Servicing  (last serviced end of October 2010) including brand 

new rear tyre and has been garaged since) Anything that has needed replacing 

has been (Receipts)I have all the owners handbooks books 
 

Taxed until June 2011, MOT 8th May 2012 

Genuine reason for sale  

£5,275 ONO = Contact Karl on 01359 241552 
  

 
The Hayabusa Journeys 

Part 2: 
Why get a 1300cc black and blue bike? 

As some may or may not know, I had tried a Hayabusa back in 2008 as the 

restriction came off my license. I had no intention of going from my 650 

Bandit to a 1300 "supersport" bike in 2008 but I also had been largely stuck 

with the Bandit until my restriction came off and was keen to see what was out 

there. Chris Roberts had suggested it when I admired his - I quite liked the 

looks of the busa, but the power seemed too much - who could need that in an 

everyday bike? 

 

Figure 1: My motorcycles, the 125 (April 2006), the Bandit (Jan 2007) and the 

Hayabusa (Sep 2009) 
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Most of my riding, especially for business trips, involves motorway riding and 

then doing the last 5-25 miles through a variety of roads. This makes a fairing 

more than a luxury, keeping the wind off you keeps you awake and much more 

alert in the seat. The Hayabusa cuts through the air like a knife through butter 

and its weight feels confidence inspiring in the highest of wind. 

The ability to carry luggage is really useful, whether it's smart suits for a 

presentation or an evening dress for a formal dinner or running shoes to 

complete the final pieces of set up. Then there's the event material, whether 

handouts or memory sticks, the merchandise needs to look the business and 

you still need to be able to find a cheap parking space. Working in my job, my 

motorcycle needs to be capable of doing all and more. After all, there's the 

daily commute over the Orwell Bridge. 

Which meant that when my Bandit was written off (a tragic tale and not at all 

gory) I booked test rides of Blackbirds and K1300Ss expecting to have a very 

grown up bike in my garage before too long. Or maybe even one of the new 

touring 1250 Bandits. All of these bikes are beautiful packages: easy to use, 

comfortable and good tank ranges. 

When it came down to it, I couldn't get a test ride on a Blackbird from Lings, 

the Fireblade was not a good ride in town, the K1300S lacked a good gearbox 

and the Bandit would take 6-8 weeks to deliver. 

That, and Suzuki have a cracking bike in the GSX1300RR. I don't use the 

power switch very often, and it really does shift, but the gear box is to die for 

and the balance is sublime. The bike is a gent’ in town and a hooligan on the 

straight: it's a long bike which still daunts me on some corners which is 

completely psychological; the bike is more than capable. 

The riding position for me is very close to perfect - the distance from neck to 

base of spine makes the bike feel like it was made for me and given it's 15kg 

heavier than the 650 Bandit (dry), that means a lot. I can flat foot it too. 

On the order, I had heated grips and a Scottoiler and crash bungs. I've fitted the 

wiring for the sat nav. I have a rack with a top box on as standard and 

detachable panniers and I bought the double bubble screen last summer, to cut 

down on noise and buffeting. Since September 09 I have put 11,500 miles on 

the clock (I know, shockingly little). 

It does prefer high octane fuel, but on a summer's day, keeping away from 

major towns (stop start is not good for fuel econ) I can get more than 200 from 
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the 21 litre tank without being overly careful. The mirrors are not great, the 

blind spot if the mirrors are set up correctly is huge and I do change them for a 

longer stint in town. I have to say, it means I need to check my blind spot much 

more frequently than I did on the bandit. 

I do pay attention to my speed, and sometimes I do forget I'm not on the bandit 

any more. So far, the brakes have brought me back to a more appropriate speed 

very well, keeping the balance in check. While on the racing track in 

Folembray, I did miss a corner in the pouring rain, but I didn't high or low side 

it, and if I'd kept my confidence up, and just coasted, I may have kept the bike 

upright. As it was, we had a very soft landing in some mud when I pulled the 

brakes in hard: only my pride was dented. I lack confidence when pushing it 

around and take care when parking. I need more practice :-) 

The bike is heavy: if you foul up a slow manoeuvre, there is very little you can 

do. But we came in 2nd on the slow riding race we took part in, one of the few 

to complete the course. 

I might have bought the VFR 1200 if it had been available in September 2009. 

Then again, I can ride my Hayabusa for 7 hours in a day, empty the bike of 

luggage, have a cup of tea and think; I could do that again :-) 

 

Sam Watkins 

 

 

The MCN bike show is at Excel London, 

 

 I am proposing that we go on Saturday 4th February, tickets for the show itself 

will be £20 at the most, the coach will depend on how many people want to 

come, and whether it’s worth doing. If I don't get much response. A lot of 

hands went up at November’s Club Night, but only 4 on the list!! If we fill a 53 

seater it will be around £13 

Susan Smith 
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Who do you think 
you are…? I’m Felix 
 

 

  Name along with photo.  
 

Felix Oliver 
 

 Occupation,  
 

Suffolk Timber Frame Buildings Ltd.  

Building handmade Oak framed buildings. 

www.suffolkframes.co.uk  
 

 Been a member of SAM since...., 
 

2009.  
 

 Best thing about belonging to SAM. 
 

Funny to say, being editor. One mustn’t 

forget that the main reason for joining 

SAM is to learn to riding safety, I also 

enjoy joining in on the breakfast and chip 

ride outs. 
 

 First bike ridden and when. 
 

Honda money bike which I had a go on when I was 8 or 9 
 

 Current bike(s). 
 

Kawasaki GTR1000. Good solid bike. Mile muncher.  
 

 Best and worst bike ever ridden. 
 

Don’t think there has been a worst, all have their own character and need 

slightly different ways to ride them. 
 

 Favourite road, (home & abroad). 
  

For me my favourite road here would be the A82 in Scotland. Runs from 

Glasgow passed Glen Coe to Inverness on the north side of the Great Glen. 

When living in Europe we used to drive over the Alps and I would say that the 

pass that comes down to Bolzano. Can’t remember the road name. Only ever 
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driven it as this was before my biking days. I remember once we had crawled 

our way to the top of a pass. I had a Citröen Visa with the 2CV engine, 652cc 

oppositely apposed twin, 52½ hp. My current bike has a bigger engine…. We 

managed to find a place to pull over and have a spot of lunch as it was a 

beautiful day. Down the bottom we could hear a car. Let’s just say he was 

using a full rev range as he screeched round the 180º hairpins. Turned out to be 

a black convertible Porsche which took off as he past us. Oldish chap with a 

very young blond squealing beside him. It was in the next petrol station when 

we past, few minutes later a black blur shot past. It was then parked up in the 

restaurant in the next village. 
 

 Favourite drink, food, TV show etc. 
 

I don’t think I have a favourite food as such, anything free is always a bonus. 

As for TV show I don’t have my finger on the Zapper… �.  Quite like fantasy 

space adventure programs and films 
 

 Hobbies. 
 

Cycling, Camping, touring on my Motorbike, ATC, Bee’s and work. 

I’m always doing something. 
 

 If you could change one law, what would it be ? 
 

I would ban the “C” word until the 1
st
 of December. Nothing worst than being 

bombarded with adverts trying to sell something or another since August and I 

have seen decoration up in August. To me Christmas should be a time that 

families get together and enjoy the day, not about the presents, which have 

normally broken with in the week.  
 

 Person you admire most. 
 

No-one really. I suppose that someone like Brunel or Darwin would be top of 

the list 
 

 Any ambitions still to achieve on a bike. 
 

Don’t where to start with this question. I suppose it would have to start at 

home… ☺ and the real question should be how far I would get.?…as my 

school report would say, “ This chap will go far…. The further the better….” 
 

 What is the silliest bike-related thing you've ever done ? 
 

Forgot to put the oil in the petrol, blew a hole in the piston of the 50cc, when I 

when to get a new piston, they gave me one that was notably bigger.  
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 Where would you like to retire to, if you could go tomorrow ? 
 

I think that I would like to tour round, not stay anywhere long. 
 

 SuperMoto or WSB? 
 

Nether, sorry. Never really taken much notice of either. I have watched some 

on the TV. Had a day at Snetterton at the BSB which was fun to go to, …. 

Once. 
 

 Valentio Rossi or Barry Sheene? 
 

Sorry don’t know who they are, name rings a bell, do they ride…?  
 

 Chips or Bike Cops? 
 

Have to be CHiPs. Saturday afternoon glued to the box to watch, pretty tame 

and abit rubbish now. 
 

 On road or Off road? 
 

Well all my riding has been on road, but my son has now got an off road bike 

so watch this space. 

 

 Touring or Track days? 
 

Touring. I would happy keep going into the sunset. 
 

 Classic or Modern? 
 

That’s easy, would have to be within my budget.. Whatever I could get my 

hands on. 

 

 Open faced or Full faced? 
 

Nether. Flip helmet. 
 

 Leathers or textile? 
 

Textile. 
 

 V twin or Flat 4 
 

I don’t know that I really care, as long as it works I’m happy. At the moment 

mine has a transverse straight Four 
 

 Did you like the programme kick start - yes / No / Too young to 

remember. 

Never heard of it… sorry, was out of the country for 10years. 
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 Most embarrassing bike drop. 
 

I think every drop is embarrassing.. The worst one was on a SAM run. 

Everyone drove in to a parking place, but I thought I would reverse in to my 

space, whoosh when my foot on the gravel, pop went the bike… � 
 

 Most miserable journey on a motorcycle. 
 

I went to see a van up in Doncaster in January. A typical cold wet day. Every 

time it rained the bike shorted and I lost power. Ok once it dried out. took me 5 

hours to get there, the idea was to put the bike in the back of the van and drive 

home, but the van had had a front end crash so I left it there and rode home. 

Had to stop and warm my gloves up on the engine because my hands where so 

cold. Even stopped off in Little Chef to get a warm cup of tea and a meal. 6 

hours home. 
 

 Any "I don't believe I just did that" moments during home maintenance. 
 

I changed the brake pads on my Father’s car. When I finished I needed to bleed 

the brakes so asked him to pump the brake pedal while I opened the bleed 

nipple. “Down”, no oil, “Up, Down”, still no oil. So I opened the next union, 

“Down”, nothing. No wonder the rear brakes didn’t work. Next union, 

“Down”. Still no oil. “oh” said the voice above me, “I’m pressing the clutch,” 

and stamped on the brake pedal. I got a good eye full from the unions that I had 

opened, Thanks Dad… 
 

 Longest distance pushing a motorcycle. 
 

To cut a long story short I 

got a puncher in the rear 

tyre of my moped, and as 

I was in the middle of 

France. I had to push the 

thing back to the last 

village which was about 

2km.  
 

Well that’s me in a 

nutshell. 
 

Felix. 
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SAM Publicity Page   December 2011 
 

Thanks for all your help 
 

It has recently been announced by the IAM that National member numbers are 

falling. The reasons for this situation could be many but I do feel that the part 

of the blame is with the publicity department at the IAM head office. This 

department recently conducted a small survey to ask the public if they have 

heard of the IAM and how they viewed the IAM members. The awareness of 

the IAM was also compared with organisations like the AA and RAC. I am 

sure you will not be amazed that the public announced they had indeed heard 

of the AA and RAC but not the IAM. After all when did you last see an advert 

either on TV or in the national press singing the praises of the IAM! 
 

On a more local note, here in Suffolk, our SAM group seems to be maintaining 

our membership levels. Is it due to our publicity effort or simply that we are 

such a great group? It’s interesting to see where we are attracting our new 

members from. Below is a list: 
 

 Friends and recommendations: 16 New members 

 BikeSafe: 9 New members 

 Felixstowe Bike Show: 6 New members 

 Copdock Bike Show: 4 New members 

 SAM Website: 3 New members 

 Austin Vince Evening: 1 new member 

 BMW Club: 1 New member 

 Stonham Vehicle Show: 1 New member 

 Orwell Motorcycles: 1 New member 
 

There were also a further 3 new members that we have been unable to find out 

how they found us! 
 

Pretty good I think with a big thank you to those that have assisted in spreading 

the word at our SAM events and amongst your friends. 
 

Throughout the year, the SAM Publicity Team has attended the following 

events: 
 

 The Bury Bike Show 

 The Felixstowe Bike Show 

 The Ipswich Classic Bike Show at Stonham Barns 

 All the BikeSafe events at Martlesham Police HQ 

 Ride Safe days at Orwell Motorcycles 
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AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT     (Ipswich) Ltd 

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES    

OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG 

DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD 

WITH ADRIAN 

“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE” 

KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE… 

Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd 

8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE 

Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966 

 The Copdock Bike Show 
 

One last request to you is for any ideas that you might have to help promote 

YOUR club. We will also be looking for help from you at our events in 2012. 
 

Many thanks must go to all that have given up their time in 2011 including the 

fine work the observers do to keep us all riding safely. 
 

The Publicity Team wish you a safe and Merry Christmas and look forward to 

another great SAM year. 
 

Paul Spalding (On behalf of the Publicity Team) 
 

 

Nigel Chittock   Paul Spalding 

01473-737356   07879-844618 
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SAM Discount Scheme 
 

Motorcycle Clothing Centre, Wymondham. www.motorcycle-clothing.co.uk 

01953 606922, -10% off full price stock. 
 

Orwell Motorcycles, Ipswich. www.orwell.co.uk 01473 257401, Discounts 

always available, please ask + Discounted MoTs. 
 

Dave Barkshire Motorcycles, Norwich. www.davebarkshire.com 01603 

722800, - 10% off parts & accessories etc. 
 

Colchester Kawasaki Ltd. www.colchesterkawasaki.co.uk 01206 860006, 

10% off clothing and accessories. 
 

T.K. Cope, Colchester. www.tkcope.com 01206 868663, Up to 10% off 

clothing and accessories. 
 

MaxMoto, Bury St Edmunds. www.maxmoto.co.uk 1284 701170, 10% off 

parts, clothing, accessories. (Not tyres). 5% off workshop jobs. Certain 

exceptions may apply! 
 

Lind Motorrad BMW, Norwich. www.lindmotorrad.co.uk 01603 622655, 

10% off parts & accessories. 
 

Washbrook Service Station. www.washbrookmotorcycles.co.uk 01473 

730282, At least 10% off accessories in stock, (not tyres), + discounted Mots. 
 

Davey Bros Motorcycles Ltd, Ipswich. www.daveybros.co.uk 01473 254488, 

Discounted Mots. 
 

Ipswich Motorcycle Accessories. www.ipswichmca.co.uk 01473 257515 10% 

off all stock. 
 

Autofit Ipswich Ltd. www.autofitipswich.co.uk 01473 723325, Discounts 

available, ask for Adrian Fitch. 
 

Lings, Ipswich. www.lings.com 01473 272789, 10% off Helmets, 5% off 

clothing, 5% off parts. Items must be in stock. 
 

Mototechniks Ltd, Stowupland. www.mototechniks.com 01449 775775, 10% 

off clothing, helmets, accessories, oils, (not tyres), 5% off workshop jobs. 
 

Chris Self Motorcycles, www.chrisselfmotorcycles.com 01473 225990, who 

is offering SAM members the following package:- MOT's £25, Non-OEM 

service items, oils, plugs, filters batteries etc - 10% discount. Pairs of ZR rated 

tyres, fitted and balanced to bike - 10% discount. ZR rated tyres fitted to 

"loose" wheels -15% discounts. 
 



The SAM Observer December 2011 Page 30 

Parkinson Motorcycles, Colchester. www.parkinsonmotorcycles.co.uk 01206 

368500, 10% off accessories & clothing. 
 

C. J. Ball of Norwich. www.cjball.com 01603 307500, 10% discount on 

labour for servicing, not during peak summer months. 
 

RiderMount, Layham. www.ridermount.com 01473 823351, 5% discount on 

orders placed at www.RiderMount.com for all SAM members. Providers of 

GPS mounts etc.  
 

Just Helmets. www.justhelmets.co.uk  01912 755444, 10% when using the 

discount code “IAM” 
 

BikerTidy. www.bikertidy.co.uk 01933 274323, Manufacturers of kit storage 

systems, bike stands, lifts etc. 5% discount on orders placed by phone,. 
 

John Banks Honda, www.johnbanks.co.uk Bury St. Edmunds. 01284 752382 

20% off clothing & accessories until December 23
rd
 2011. Excludes items 

already on offer. 
 

Proof of identity will be required, e.g. IAM and SAM membership cards to be 

shown. If any other dealers would like to be included, please contact either  

 

Nigel Chittock  
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SAM has two online shops where you can purchase garments and gifts with the 

SAM logo on them. In both cases you can save on postage costs by getting 

together with other SAM members and combining your purchases. 
 

The first shop is with a company called Spreadshirt. All the items 

in this shop use one of three types of “printing”. With the flock or 

flex “printing” the logo is cut from a sheet of material and then applied to the 

item. Flock is similar to a fine felt, and flex is a plastic/nylon type material. For 

the digitally printed items the logo is printed on to a special transfer sheet and 

then applied to the item. 

 

The second shop is with a company called SewPersonal. All the 

items in this shop have the SAM logo embroidered on them in a 

choice of Green, Silver or Gold. NB. The initial prices you see displayed within 

the shop do NOT include the cost of the logo. This will be added once you 

select your colour option. 

 

You can visit either shop online via SAM’s website 
 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-shop.html 
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December’s Editorial 
 

This is going to arrive on your door mat 

just in time for Christmas so may I wish 

you all a Very Happy Christmas and 

Great New Year. All we need is Father 

Christmas to bring you a pen and notepad 

so that you can log your ride outs and 

send them to the editor to put in this 

fantastic magazine. ☺ 
 

This time of year in not very good for 

riding. I was out yesterday in Thetford and left home at 7am. It was a bit misty, 

but not too bad, so I took the bike. Beautiful day, bright sun shine. After I had 

finished doing what I was doing it was time to go home. By 11.30 pm the fog 

had come down thick and I could just see to the end of my dipped beam. I think 

I managed to get into 3rd at one point. Fortunately I knew the road, but not my 

best journey. It was like riding in a glass of milk. I was meant to have another 

Observed ride this morning and my Observer called to change the date as it 

was still very thick. 
 

2012 look like a very promising year, I have book in with Martin to do the 

London ~ Brighton cycle ride in June, Hope that we can get a good number to 

get on 2 wheels and join in. 
 
 

Thank you to the following who have contributed to this month’s magazine: 
 

 This month’s cover picture was provided by Mike Roberts who did the 

picture editing and graphical work. 
 

 Copdock Classic Motorcycle Club for their letter and donation to SAM 
 

 Jenny and John Maddock for their letter to the club. 
 

 Paul Spalding for technical help. 
 

 Linda Barker and Judy Chittock for sorting out our membership for 2012 
 

 Credit where it’s due by Paul Spalding. 
 

 The Royal Wedding by Keith Gilbert. 
 

 Sam Business Directory by Paul Spalding. 
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 John Sillett for arranging this month’s Breakfast ride out. 
 

 The Hayabusa Journeys by Sam Watkins 
 

 Excel Bike Show by Susan Smith. 
 

 Who do you think you are…… By the committee I have taken the 
questions out this month so please look at past months magazines 
and send your answers to the editor. Email me if you would like 
the question sent to you in a word format 

 

 I’m Felix by Felix 
 

 Publicity page by Paul Spalding 
 

 Nigel Chittock for the SAM discount scheme. 
 

 Free to a good home, by Bryan Duncan 
 

 

Safe Riding     Felix... 
 

Editor for 
 

Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists and Kawasaki GT club magazines. 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride 

outs have written, and as you can see it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so 

feel free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will 

have another great magazine to read. 
 

FREE TO A GOOD HOME 
 

Complete (or as far as I am aware) set of BIKE magazines from mid 2005 to 

the present date. 
 

"Buyer" collects. Contact Bryan Duncan on 07879 654122 
 

Feel free to make a donation to a charity of your choice, however. 

regards, 
 

Bryan Duncan 
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Our Venue 
 

Group Nights start at 7:30 pm on the third Tuesday of every month at 

The Valley Restaurant, Fynn Valley Golf Club, Witnesham.  IP6 9JA 
 

All facilities, including bar and restaurant are available from 6pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Map courtesy of    www.openstreetmap.org 

Creative Commons Licence 
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Observer Associate Charter 
 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Charter is to make clear the definition of what is expected 

in Observer / Associate relationship. 
 

The Observers 

Have made the effort to train, not only for the IAM test but have taken part in 

extensive Observer training to become Observers for the group. They are a 

valuable asset to the group and give of their time freely, except for a small 

contribution from the associates for their expenses. Observers attend regular 

refresher training sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and 

Riding Dexterity days. 
 

The Associates 

 Are expected to have an equal commitment with the goal being the 

IAM test. 

 Are to be available for regular observed rides ideally every two 

weeks with at least 100 practice miles being covered in that period. 

Continuity cannot be maintained with regular gaps of three weeks or 

more or no miles between observed rides. 

 Must agree the dates of the next runs at the debriefing and must 

practice any improvement recommendations between the runs. 

 Will where possible attend a riding Dexterity Day to improve their 

slow speed manoeuvres and control. 

 Must make an effort to study the theory by reading ‘How to be a 

better rider’ and the Highway Code plus attend club Theory Nights when 

possible. 

 Cancellation of a planned run due to poor weather conditions will 

be at the discretion of the Observer. If after a period of one month, an 

Observer has not heard from the Associate it will be assumed that interest 

has been lost and the Associate will be placed back at the bottom of the 

waiting list. 

 When the Observer feels the associate is riding consistently at the 

test standard a Cross check will be arranged with a Senior Observer. 

 The Observer will give as much help and encouragement as 

possible but the onus is on the associate to endeavour. 
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SAM Events for your Dairy 
 

December 
 

Tuesday 20
th
  SAM Group Night Cancelled 

 

Sunday 25
th
  Christmas Day. 

 

January 2012 
 

Sunday 1
st
  First Breakfast Run of the year. Grover & Allen 

[J D Wetherspoon Pub], North St Sudbury CO10 

1RF 

 

Tuesday 17
th
  SAM Group Night.  Announcements at 19:30 

followed by Mike Roberts' Quiz 

 

Thursday 19
th
  Theory Evening. Come along and learn more 

about Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Cornering 

 

February 2012 
 

Saturday 4
th  

The MCN bike show is at Excel London, See 

advert in this issue, page 24. Contact Susan Smith 

for more details. 

 

Sunday 5
th
  Breakfast Run. Beach Cafe, Sizewell. 

 

Tuesday 21
st
  SAM Group Night. AGM & announcements at 

19:30 followed by guest speaker, Very important 

that everyone attends, Its your club and this is 

your chance to have your voice heard. 

 

Thursday 23
rd
  Theory Evening. Come along and learn more 

about Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Brakes, Gears and 

Acceleration 
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March 2012 
 

Sunday 4
th
  Breakfast Run. Posh Pigs, Beccles. 

Saturday 17
th
  M/C Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary 

School, Ipswich. 09:00 – 13:00 

 

Tuesday 20
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 

followed by John from Halvarsons/Jofama Bike 

Gear 

 

Thursday 22
nd
  Theory Evening. Come along and learn more 

about Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Overtaking 

 

April 2012 
 

Sunday 1
st
  Breakfast Run. Hollywood Legends, Swaffham 

 

 

Tuesday 17
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 

followed by Sam Manicom - Tales from a Globe 

Trotter 
 

Thursday 19
th
  Theory Evening. Come along and learn more 

about Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Observation, 

Planning and Positioning 
 

Sunday 22
nd
  M/C Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary 

School, Ipswich. 09:00 – 13:00 
 

Thursday 26
th
  Chip Run. TBA 

 

Other Events that you might 
want to put in your Dairy 

 

June 2012 

 
Sunday 17

th
. Join Club SAM for London to Brighton cycle 

ride. Contact Martin Andrew for details 
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