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The Trophy 

 

The cover picture was submitted by Derek Barker.  

Bike supplied by Lings Triumph, Ipswich.  

Guess the Father Christmas. 

Mike Roberts did the picture editing and graphical work. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Dear Reader, 
 

Welcome to the December edition of our ‘Award 

Winning’ SAM magazine. With Christmas fast 

approaching you may well have your mind on last 

minute present shopping but hopefully the festive front 

cover has tempted you to forget about other things for 

just a while and catch up with all the SAM news, 

possibly over a cup of tea and a mince pie, or two. 
 

If you managed to join us at our November group night you may remember 

that my Mum and Dad came along as guests. I have definitely inherited my 

love of motorcycles from my Dad and although, at the time of writing this 

article, he is without a bike it won’t be for much longer. Even though in recent 

years he has succumbed to the convenience of Honda and Yamaha his true love 

has always been with restoring British bikes. The deconstructed parts of so 

many classic machines have graced our family kitchen floor over the years, 

which is most probably why it seems only natural for me to bring my smart, 

new, sporty pushbike indoors for a warm shower after each and every muddy 

winter ride much to David’s bemusement.  
 

Like so many other guests, my Mum and Dad commented on how warm and 

friendly they found our group and just recently SAM has also received some 

very positive recognition from the IAM itself. Tony Clarke, our IAM regional 

coordinator, very kindly took the time to come along to our November group 

night to present us with a trophy and cheque for £250 because, as I mentioned 

in my opening line, our magazine has been voted the best. Thanks to Felix we 

have all seen the magazine go from strength to strength and it is certainly very 

encouraging to have this acknowledged by the IAM. 
 

And it’s not just the magazine that is going from strength to strength; our 

observer corps also deserves a special mention for this year has seen a record 

number of test passes. So I’d like to take this opportunity to say a very sincere 

thank you to all the observers for their continued enthusiasm and commitment 

and of course congratulations to each and every member who has passed their 

test this year, I hope it’s just the beginning of a long and happy advanced 

motorcycling experience with SAM. 
 

I hope you enjoy reading the rest of the magazine, perhaps you would consider 

submitting an article next year. It doesn’t have to be a literary masterpiece, as I 
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have proved, just something you’d like to share with other members, preferably 

motorcycle related. 
 

So here’s wishing you a very merry Christmas, I hope, along with all the hustle 

and bustle, you get to spend some time doing the things that please you most. 
 

With my very best wishes,  

 

Beverley  

 
Disclaimer 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
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New Associate Members  
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate member: 
 

Colin Will 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next issue 
 
 
 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Linda Barker  her Observers were      Leia Dowsing & Derek Barker 

Lee Haden Scott  his Observer was     John Sillett 

Steve Bingham  his Observer was         Paul Griffiths 

Gary Moss   his Observers were          Carolyn Barnes & Lee Gage 

Ian Brown   his Observer was        Bob McGeady 

Geoff Cadman  his Observer was          Derek Barker 

Darren Fellows  his Observer was        Bob McGeady 
 

 
 

Membership Fees for 2012 
 

Full Member £20.00   Joint Full Members £23.00 
 

Associate £139 - Skill for Life.  
 

Includes the current issue of “How to be a Better Rider” and your IAM Test fee 

for new members. 
 

Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00 
 

Any queries please email 

 

Linda Barker at linda.barker@btinternet.com 

Judy Chittock at judy.chittock@btinternet.com 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

HMRC CHANGE TO GIFT AID DECLARATION FORM 
 

The HMRC has changed the Gift Aid declaration form.  From the 1
st
 of  

January, 2013 all members need to changeover and submit the new form to 

SAM to enable the club to receive Gift Aid on your subs. 
 

Gift Aid is a big income to SAM and brings in hundreds of pounds to the club 

every year.  SAM receives 25p in every £1 of subs paid to the club.  Gift Aid 

received this year for 2011 subs totalled £1023.46.  
 

There are three tick boxes to complete on the form and for SAM to get 

maximum revenue all boxes need to be completed but only if you agree with 

the HMRC statement on the declaration. The link to the new form on the SAM 

website can be downloaded at 

 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/renew 

 

Blank forms will also be available at Group nights.  
 

We are always looking to add members to the Gift Aid list to get more income 

for SAM so if you would like to join please complete a form. 
 

You just need to remember if you want to cancel the declaration, change your 

address or no longer pay tax to inform the treasurer or membership secretary of 

your changes. 
 

If you have any questions please contact judy.chittock@btinternet.com or 

linda.barker@btinternet.com 
 

Please give your completed forms to Judy Chittock or Linda Barker at Group 

night or post to:- 

 

Judy Chittock 

2 Davey Lane, 

Charsfield 

Woodbridge 

Suffolk 

IP13 7QG 
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Renewal of Subscriptions  
January 2013 

 

Each year I have a lot of calls and emails regarding SAM fees due in January, I 

have tried to explain the most frequently asked questions below: 
 

Payment is £20 for the year for an individual. Or £23 for joint membership 
 

If you have joined us after June 30th 2012 then you do not have to pay until 

January 2014.  Your new membership card for SAM and the BMF will be 

allocated to you in January. 
 

All other members will need to pay their subscriptions in January. SAM's 

preferred choice is payment by standing order via your bank, but payment 

by cheque or cash are still acceptable. 
 

A form for all methods of payment are available from the SAM website. Please 

see under the Join us section and go into membership renewal. 
 

If you already have a standing order in place with your bank you will 

automatically receive your renewals and you don't need to do anything. 
 

I shall be distributing membership cards at the January meeting in order to 

keep the cost of postage down. If you are attending group night please come 

and see me to collect your new cards. 
 

Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

 

Linda Barker 
 

SAM Committee Nominations 
 2013 

 

Have you ever thought that the club needs your help? Now is your chance. Fill 

in the form and send it to David Rudland via post or email. Nominations have 

to be given in one month before the AGM on 19
th
 February 2013. 

 

For more information and to download a nomination form visit 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/nom 
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Birth of a Breakfast Run
 

Group rides . . . . . . why do we end up 

And why did we get to it 

 

Let me give you an insight on all that goes 

venue for a Breakfast Run. 

 

Some of our established runs no longer seem capable of servicing the needs of 

SAM. This can be for a variety of reasons. Some of the smaller cafes simply 

cannot seat the growing number of members. 

pressed to accommodate two groups of five, let alone up to forty riders as we 

have had on some rides. Others have kitchens that appear to be overwhelmed 

by the sheer number descending upon them in one go. This can 

rise to painfully slow delivery and muddled orders. Oh, and as for customer 

service..... We have even been greeted with downright rudeness.
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Birth of a Breakfast Run 
There ? 

into arranging a new route and 

Some of our established runs no longer seem capable of servicing the needs of 

SAM. This can be for a variety of reasons. Some of the smaller cafes simply 

Indeed, some would be hard 

pressed to accommodate two groups of five, let alone up to forty riders as we 

have had on some rides. Others have kitchens that appear to be overwhelmed 

by the sheer number descending upon them in one go. This can – does – give 

ise to painfully slow delivery and muddled orders. Oh, and as for customer 

service..... We have even been greeted with downright rudeness. 
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It is only within the last couple of years that the wonders of Wetherspoons have 

been discovered. I believe it was John Sillett that first enticed us in to The 

Temeraire in Saffron Walden and later to Grover & Allen in Sudbury. These 

were followed by visits to the Lattice House in Kings Lynn and the Tivoli in 

Cambridge. I became an avid and committed fan of the chain. They ticked so 

many of SAMs boxes. Seating capacity for multitudes, good quality full 

English breakfasts for under three pounds, and often with attached, or close, 

parking facilities. 

 

On a recent Breakfast Run to Ely, at a cafe that has always provided a warm 

welcome and quick service, it became evident that space was going to be an 

issue. Nature resolved this for us by providing one of the nastiest foggy days 

for a long time. It was not always possible to keep riders in line of sight and 

some turnings were missed. This delaying tactic meant that the earlier arriving 

groups had finished and were ready for the off, and so making room for the tail 

end riders. I had already done some online research on nearby suitable 

locations and found a possibility about twenty minutes up the road in the town 

of March. As one of the first to finish the all-day breakfast – I usually manage 

to lead the first group of the day (greedy guts) – I had plenty of time to venture 

on a detour. Trevor Adams, another Ride Leader who always seems up for 

extracurricular riding, agreed to 

accompany me. The main road 

ride into March was fast but 

uninspiring. The venue, however, 

was tailor made for SAM. A free 

council car park next door, tick, 

acres of seating space – as it was a 

converted bingo hall and cinema 

before that, tick, and although we 

couldn’t face another fry up the 

food looked good and was cheap, 

tick. In case you hadn’t guessed – 

another W........s. 

 

OK, we had another venue, but we 

needed a route that would offer 

some different roads and scenery. 

I know some of the roads around 

Breckland quite well, so I 

dreamed up a route that would 
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take these in and emailed an invitation to all the other Ride Leaders to join me 

on a test run. A group, consisting of Nigel and Judy Chittock, Bryan Duncan, 

Trevor Adams and myself met at Stowmarket on a clear, crisp, lightly frosted 

morning in November. It was a nice change from the previous soggy few days. 

We set off on the first leg towards Rickinghall and, as it happens, most of us 

had a scary slide coming out of Old Newton. Why DO icy patches form right 

on the apex of bends? Onwards we ride, through Garboldisham and East 

Harling to Watton. From here we take roads that should be new to most. 

Passing Bodney army camp on open, sweeping curves, through forestry lanes 

to Feltwell.  

 

This is where we hit the fens, out past Southery towards Welney. At this point 

we come across the reason why this area is known as the Wetlands. Barriers, 

well – half barriers – across the road informing us that the road ahead is closed 

due to flooding. Being intrepid explorers we were willing to strap the bikes on 

our backs and swim for it. So, weaving our way past the barriers we carefully 

pressed on towards the exposed, watery acreage ahead. Only half the 

carriageway was submerged and we rode through no more than a puddle on our 

side of the road. Safely through to Welney we turned off on the last leg to 

March. Having picked the time of year when lifting of sugar beet is in full 

swing, we discovered that the reason why the fens are still sinking is that most 

of the soil (in the form of slimy, slippery mud) is being dragged onto and 

spread around the surrounding road network! 

 

These trials were soon temporarily forgotten as we tucked into our sausages 

and bacon whilst undertaking an analysis of the trip. It had taken us exactly 

two hours which we thought might be just a tad too long for some, especially if 

turning out with no food or drink inside them. An easier first leg through 

Ixworth and Thetford to Watton would cut down on the time and would leave 

riders fresher to cope with the challenging bumpy roads across the fens.  

 

Now all that remains is to trace the route on GoogleMaps and forward it 

through the Events Team on the committee, who will find an appropriate slot 

on the calendar, to Webmaster Mike to enter on the SAM calendar and Forum. 

 

If it can be held in early summer then thankfully the Run can be held with:- 

NO ICE, NO MUD and NO FLOODS! 
 

Vini Evans 
On behalf of The Ride Leader Team 
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The Imperial War Museum 
Remembrance Day Run 

 

I went on a ride to the Imperial War Museum at Duxford on 11th November 

with some riders from Bury St Edmunds.  Normally my bike would be laid up 

for the winter at this time but I was persuaded to go because it would be a fine 

sunny day, it would be free to get in and one of the blokes in the group is on 

the crew of the Catalina flying boat.  
 

Well, it was a fine sunny day.  But, there had been a frost the night before and 

the air temperature was 2 degrees C when I got on my bike at 7:30 to go to the 

meet.  There were 15 hardened bikers who set off on the ride, plus myself and 

two other wimps who turned 

up in a van.  We took the road 

to Haverhill and then to the 

Four Wentways roundabout on 

the A11, stopping at the "world 

famous" Comfort Cafe for 

breakfast and to thaw out.  

They said it was world famous 

anyway. 

 

When we got near to Duxford 

the roads were jammed with 

traffic for miles.   
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We managed to filter through to the front without too much trouble though.  
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There were hundreds of bikes there from all over.  "It's free entry but you've 

still got to have a ticket" a bloke at the entrance hollered at us as we trooped in. 
 

We went in the Airspace hanger which is packed with famous planes.  My 

favourites were: Concorde, TSR2, Lightning, Vulcan, Harrier and Lancaster. 

These planes are not airworthy anymore but there is another hanger full of 

private planes which are.  This is where the Catalina is along with the Memphis 
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Belle B17 Flying Fortress and many other planes saved and kept flying by 

enthusiasts. 
 

At 12:30 there was a parade with a marching band which crossed the site to the 

Airspace hanger where a remembrance service was held. 
 

I had never been on the airfield side of the museum before and was impressed 

by how much there was to see.  It normally costs £17 for an adult which sounds 

expensive but when you consider that it will take all day to go round and see 

everything it's not so bad. 
 

Rodger Welham 
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Copdock Letter 
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Calling all SAM members 
 

RECYCLE YOUR MOBILE PHONES & INK CARTRIDGES  
 

I am sure you have 

noticed in this 

months magazine an 

envelope which 

provides the 

opportunity to 

recycle old mobile 

phones and ink 

cartridges. I shall 

not entertain you 

with how this came 

about as it is not a 

very interesting 

story but suffice to 

say I always look for ways to help our environment and stumbled across this 

idea. 
 

SAM have managed to obtain these pre-paid envelopes with our logo on which 

allows you to post the following items 'no longer used' mobile phones with 

battery but without sim and charger. Also genuine 'used' ink cartridges from the 

following makes Samsung, HP, Lexmark, Canon and Dell but not Epson (there 

is a full list on the reclaim-it website but these vary according to what is in 

demand at the time). 
 

To re-order more envelopes you can visit www.reclaim-it.com or telephone 

01635 876900 and at some point there will be a link on our website however I 

shall provide some at each group night. If you need a large quantity for work, 

family and friends let me know and I will happily provide you with some more. 
 

The point of this you may wonder is to raise funds for our club and for every 

item sent in they pay the club some money, it may be small but as the saying 

goes 'every little helps'!  
 

Sara Hale 
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January’s BREAKFAST RUN 
6th January 2013 

 
Jubilee Café 
Old Ipswich Road, 

Ardleigh, 

Colchester, 

CO7 7QJ 

01206 230316 
 

Meet Beacon Hill Services 09:30 for 09:45 start 

 

Ride co-ordinator Dave Arbon 07850 855935 

 

Exit car park, at Roundabout take 3
rd
 exit to Needham Market 

 

At T junction with High Street Turn Left then Turn Right on to B1078, 

Barking Road. 
 

Continue to Bildestion, at T junction Turn Left on to B1115 to Hadleigh, at T 

junction with A1071 Turn Left then immediate Turn Right on to B1070, 

continue through Hadleigh and East Bergholt. 
 

At Roundabout take 3
rd
 exit A137 staying on this road at 1

st
 Roundabout 

take 3
rd
 exit at 2

nd
 Roundabout take 2

nd
 exit, continue to Ardleigh, 

 

At crossroads Turn Right on to The Street after approximately  
 

4 miles Turn Left on to Birchwood Road, continue to and join A12 for a short 

distance exiting at 1
st
 slip road. 

 

Turn Right on to Old Ipswich Road. 
 

Jubilee Café is on left. 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, 

so you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the 

vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group 

activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot 

and do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage 

to vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the 

Group.  Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own 

risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person 

or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road 

tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 

 

AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT     (Ipswich) Ltd 

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES    

OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG 

DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD 

WITH ADRIAN 

“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE” 

KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE… 

Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd 

8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE 

Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966 
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Weekend Trip  
Tan Hill Inn  

2nd ~ 3rd August 2013 
 

 

Raising to Sara's challenge in the November Observer I've decided to do the 

trip to Tan Hill Inn that I keep talking about. I've selected the nights of 2nd/3rd 

August 2013. 
 

Key points: 
 

 World Famous as Great Britain's Highest Inn 

 Everest Double Glazing Advert Location 

 Theakston Ales & Black Sheep Ales 

 B&B 

 Twin, Double & Triple Rooms (£70,£80,£90 pn) total of 17 people 

 Bunk House (£25pn) 

 Camping (£2 – optional breakfast) 
 

For a more comprehensive introduction please read the Wikipedia entry 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tan_Hill,_North_Yorkshire Although the last line 

may put you off so look at the inn's web site http://www.tanhillinn.co.uk/ 
 

If you want to travel as a group we'll travel up on the Friday via the SAM 

preferred route - Thetford Forest, the Fens, the Lincolnshire Wolds, Humber 

Bridge, edge of the Yorkshire Moors and across to the Yorkshire Dales. If you 

would rather make your own way there then that is fine. There will be a decent 

ride out on Saturday but you are welcome to do your own thing - walk, ride, 

sleep. Return on Sunday is likely to be via the same route, but I'm open to 

suggestions. 
 

Disclaimer: We won't get lost but me may not be on the roads we expected to 

use all of the time !! 
 

To book your place please furnish me with £10ppn as a deposit as soon as 

possible. If you wish to contact me, my contact number can be found on the 

contact page under observers. 

 

Paul Newman 
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Triumphs New Trophy 
 

Having been a fan of Triumphs now for more years than I care to remember (I 

had a 3 TA back in the 70s) I was invited to the launch evening on the 1
st
 

November of the all new Trophy 1200. 
 

My last two bikes had been from the Hinckley Factory and I was intrigued how 

this new bike was going to slot into the already competitive large tourer 

market. 
 

There’s a special place for the Trophy name in the history of Triumph: the first 

bike to emerge from the Hinckley factory 21 years ago, kick-starting John 

Bloor’s revival of the famous but failed old marque, was the four-cylinder 

Trophy. Now the name is back, on a machine that underlines just how far, and 

fast, Triumph has moved on in two decades. The latest incarnation is a touring 

bike, the sector dominated by BMW’s accomplished R1200RT.  
 

The launch evening happened with all the lights and music and the trophy 

emerged from the smoky stage. Over a very nice Chili and a pint I was able to 

secure the very first test ride slot for the following Friday morning (the benefits 

of being retired!) 
 

I am greeted by a very nice 

sunny morning with reasonably 

dry roads, a few damp patches 

and wet leaves here and there 

but very nice for November. 
 

On my arrival at Lings, the bike 

is being moved out of the show 

room and prepared for my 

demo ride. After all the paper 

work is signed insurance etc I 

am given a very good 

demonstration of the controls 

by the sales team and then we 

are good to go. 
 

It’s funny how all of a sudden 

the nerves remind you the bikes 

15K and how embarrassing it 

might be to drop a bike that has 



The SAM Observer December 2012         www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 24 

only 20 miles on the clock so the offer from the Salesman to take the bike 

down the very awkward ramp to the road is accepted very quickly! 
 

On the road the bike felt very familiar to my current Explorer with regard to 

controls and the layout was very similar. The bike uses the same engine shaft 

final drive from the 1,215cc, three-cylinder engine to the rear wheel. The 

power peak is down slightly to 132bhp due to different exhaust and intake 

layouts, while the engine management has been refined to suit the Trophy’s 

role and the top gear is taller for more relaxed cruising.  
 

The  power output is very impressive and the engine is very grunty you can 

pull those overtakes in almost any gear if you are feeling lazy! 
 

The handling is excellent and although the bike is a little over 300kg this 

weight is very low down and not at all obvious when on the road. 
 

The suspension is adjustable from the handlebar when stationary,  but I set it to 

normal and found it to be absolutely fine for my silth like figure.  
 

The Trophy has got bags of toys ranging from sophisticated traction control 

and braking systems plus comprehensive instrumentation  luggage with power 

supplies, MP3 connection, a very effective adjustable screen, comfortable 

riding position including adjustable seat, plus better than most luggage and 

touring extras. 
 

I took it for Linda to check out and she sat on the back giving it the comfy 

pillion position initial award (She would need a couple of hours and a breakfast 

to give it the full award) 
 

Overall I was very impressed with the new Trophy. Again I think Triumph 

have pushed the bar on its competitors with this bike, it has everything you 

would need to set off into the sunset for a touring holiday in extreme luxury. 
 

The million dollar question would I buy one for about the same money as I 

paid for my first house? Yes I think I would  ☺ 
 

The bike test ridden above was Suffolk Triumphs Demo Triumph Trophy 1200 

SE, launch model equipped with Triumph colour coded powered topbox, 

Heated grips, heated seats. The SE features Tyre pressure monitoring system, 

Triumph Electronic Suspension, Audio system (with Bluetooth and USB 

connectivity) pillion accessory power socket along with the standard Trophy 

1200 equipment ABS, Cruise control, Traction control, electronic Headlight 

adjustment, seat height adjustment. 
 

Derek Barker 
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Vosges tour Sept 2012 
 

I spotted an advert for a 4 day tour of the Vosges Mountains in eastern France 

at the end of Sept 2012, with Horizon Tours, for £200. 
 

So it was with some 

excitement that Peter 

Ward and I found 

ourselves at the channel 

tunnel early Friday 

morning meeting with 

the other 16 bikers and 

bikes which made up our 

group, and included a 

Triumph rocket 3, Ducati 

multistrada, Triumph 

Trophy, Petes Varadero, 
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my GS and several large leather clad riders with small sportsbikes. 
 

We all got on and off the train, a brilliant way to get to France as we were there 

in half an hour, and across by motorway to Reims by late morning.  We had 

lunch , and a wander around  before getting on better single lane , windier 

roads , getting to our hotel in the evening, the Perle Des Vosages at Mulbach 

Sur Munster, in the Alsace region. 
 

After a good night’s 

sleep and a decent 

continental breakfast we 

set off to 'explore' the 

mountains. As on Friday 

we used a variation of the 

drop off system with the 

2 guides remaining front 

and back with the rest of 

us acting at markers at 

every turn and being to 

overtake. This worked 

pretty well as the quicker 

sportsbike riders got to 

the front and had to keep stopping, a tendency that seemed to peter out by 

Sunday, and the rest of us started marking ! It could also have helped that we 

were going quicker. 
 

The mountain biking was brilliant, a track day at altitude, with hairpin bends. 

For a bit of an adrenalin 

junkie this was great and 

we soon got in the habit 

of getting out for a 

corner, where possible, in 

the correct gear, rolling 

off or breaking, cornering 

watching the vanishing 

point and accelerating 

out, redlining to the next 

corner, 2nd and 3rd gears 

of choice ascending and 

descending the 

mountains. After lunch at 
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a patiserie we set off again. A while later Pete pulled up with a rear tyre 

puncture. Luckily he had his repair kit so we filled the hole and the pair of us 

slowly went back to the hotel. 
 

Evenings were spent at the hotel with good food and a few drinks in the good 

company of some very nice liked minded group members. 
 

As there was no way of getting a tyre on a Sunday in France I went off to tour 

some more mountains with progression. There were many more French riders 

and cars around and mountain overtakes were interesting. 
 

Doing the advanced 

course taught me to look 

for and enjoy overtakes, 

but these were something 

different. We had lunch at 

Le Grand Ballon, a ski 

resort at 1420m, before a 

lovely circuitous route 

back to the hotel. 
 

The road conditions were 

varied, most being pretty 

good French tarmac, but 

some were lumpy and 

broken up. One particular 

downhill section had 

gravel, stones, wood 

chippings and mud, a bit 

like an Autumn Suffolk 

run, but this was a one 

off.  A particular, peculiar 

French way of traffic 

calming was found on 

three bends on one 

mountain section, cobbles 

on the hairpins, thank goodness it was dry. A great days riding, varied 

conditions. 
 

On Monday we were meant to be travelling back to Calais, through the 

champagne region, for a 6.30 train but Pete and I stayed the morning to try to 

get a new tyre. We tried two places reasonably local, but were closed, French 
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holidays !  After lunch we decided to set off from Selestat for Calais, and see if 

we could find a bike shop en route. We started off gently but built up speed and 

found the repair held all the way home.  We rode through a lovely tunnel at St 

Die that saved us time by cutting through the mountains, after which we flew 

along the wonderful pretty straight D994, through French farmland, which 

must be around 50 miles long, almost to Reims. We arrived at Calais and got 

on the 8.50 train. 
 

It was a brilliant weekend I rode 1,400 miles, in the dry on some fantastic 

roads. We learned many things, among which, always have a tyre repair kit, 

and renew the glue, if not used for several years as the glue goes off, it was like 

chewing gum, but it worked.   I could have travelled lighter and that the GS is 

very adaptable, comfortable for long journeys and the torquey twin good on 

twisties. 
 

We have plans to go back next year so we can complete the tour. 

 

Ian Bishop 

 
Glorious Mud 

 

Boy did I have a 

ride yesterday. 

It’s that time of 

year when all 

the agricultural 

types (and I'm 

surrounded by 

them out here) 

conspire against 

us motorcycle 

types to make a 

final concerted 

effort to get us 

sliding down the 

roads before the 

frost and ice 

arrives. 
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Encounter 1. Less than a mile from home, at the start of my journey, I find 

`Benny` and his tractor, with its 6 foot high tyres and massive contraption 

bolted to it. It looked like a pile of moving scaffolding. From a distance it 

looked like it was surrounded by a flock of brown birds but as I got closer I 

realised the `birds` were clods of soggy mud being liberally sprayed along the 

road, landing with a dull splat (there are many dull splats living round here, 

too). I picked my moment, sounded the horn and passed him by onto the clean 

tarmac ahead of him. He didn't hear me anyway as standard fit motorcycle 

horns sound like a donkey with a sore throat, plus he was talking on a mobile 

telephone. 
 

Encounter 2. Within 5 miles Benny's mates had done a great little number on a 

stretch of B road, through a series of sweeping bends, no doubt having been 

warned of my approach via aforementioned mobile phone. It was well spread 

about and they had taken great care to ensure that not only was there plenty of 

mud on the crown of the bend where my lean angle would be at its peak, but 

even the approach, where I would be slowing down/braking, gave the road a 

sort of `ploughed field on tarmac` effect. Nice. My bike has traction control 

and ABS not that it would help much with what faced me here. I've always 

managed without either device, but it's there. An extending third wheel would 

have been better at this point. Forty five minutes later and I had reached my 

destination. 
 

Encounter 3. The 

first half of the 

return journey was 

uneventful and 

enjoyable, with the 

temperature 

hovering around a 

balmy 10C with the 

skies clear and blue 

as the afternoon sun 

reached the last hour 

of it's traverse and 

descent. I left the A 

roads for the final 12 miles. Big mistake. Benny's mobile network of rustic 

chums in tractors had been busy whilst I'd been enjoying an americano and 

eccles cake with a chunk of Lancashire cheese in The Pump Street Bakery at 

Orford. This time they'd had time to really do a number on me. So cocky were 

they, that they'd even put a sign up saying `Mud On Road`. As I slowed gently 
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down on the approach to a right hander I met my nemesis. There was no `mud 

on road`, the road was mud, a mid-brown-inches-deep river of the stuff. From 

hedgerow to hedgerow it was a bloody swamp as far as my vision extended. I 

am no novice and for the previous 3 winters in North Yorkshire there were 

only 8 days when, for safety reasons, I didn't use the bike to get to work 

because it was minus 12 and the council had run out of salt to clear compacted 

snow and ice, but this was way too much and downright dangerous so I turned 

round and found another way home. 
 

 

Leaving mud on the road is actually a criminal offence, but its one of those 

things where nothing is done unless something bad happens - and anyway 

farmers put food in the shops and can't be expected to carry a bucket and brush 

around with them as they traverse the countryside shouting "Git orf moi land", 

can they? Bless `em. 
 

Geoff Cadman 
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December’s Editorial 2012 
 

May I start this month be wishing you all a 

very Happy Christmas and a Great New Year. 

 

At least from the 21
st
 of December, which is 

the shortest day the night should be drawing 

out. Spring is round the corner and the Biking 

season is beckoning. ☺ My poor old girl is 

tucked up under a duvet, been out a couple of 

times which was nice. 

 

Right. Now for some business. February group night is the AGM, Traditionally 

it’s the least popular meeting of the year, but as you all now it’s also the most 

important meet of the year. So if you feel that you could help run your club, be 

part of the decision process and keep the club running as smoothly as it does at 

the moment then come and join the committee. Don’t think that “I don’t need 

to as someone else will do it”, because if that someone leaves who is going to 

take over ? and like everything in life new members would start by helping out 

and as the long serving committee members leave, would then be able to take 

over knowing how things work and be able to run that section smoothly and 

efficiently. 

 

So DON’T duck behind the parapet, come forward. As an old man in China 

once said,” Many hands make light work “ 

 

I have some fantastic news. Tony Clarke our regional representative come 

down to our group night on the 20
th
 and presented Beverley with a trophy, See 

picture on the inside front cover  

 

Every year at the IAM’s National Conference clubs are nominated on there 

performance within the IAM’s group and this year…… 

 

SAM’s Observer won the Best Magazine of the year. 
 

I, as editor cannot take the credit for the magazine because without members 

spending time and effort writing something, sending in pictures or dates of an 

event for the magazine it would be pretty dull. So THANK YOU, Keep up the 

hard work. 



The SAM Observer December 2012         www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 32 

I would also like to 

thank Mike Roberts 

who formats and 

colligates the cover 

picture, John Sillett for 

producing the routes 

for the Breakfast and 

Chip ride outs every 

month, Tim Harrington 

for getting the group 

nights filed with 

entertaining speakers 

and the committee who 

corrects all my wobbly 

spellings and grammar. 

So lets see if we can’t do the same next year. 

 

Blimmy 2013 in a few days time, 

 

Thank you to all the members who have contributed to this month’s 
magazine. Don’t forget to send in your articles. 
 

Safe Riding    Felix...    Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860  

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

Closing date for copy 
Friday after club night 

 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride 

outs have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so 

feel free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will 

have another great magazine to read.  
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Advertise here 
 

£25 for 
1/8  page 

Annual 
Advertising Rates: 

 

Advertise on the 
SAM website for an 
additional £25. 

Contact: 
 

Felix 07712649860 
 

Sam.editor@btinternet.com 

 

£35 for ¼ page 
£50 for ½ page 

£75 for full page 
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MEMBER INFORMATION  
A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
 

Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
 

What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Barker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
 

Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

MOTORCYCLE DEXTERITY & CONTROL 
 

Dates and details of our slow riding events.    Contact: Derek Barker 
Sponsored by Southwold Pier 01502 722105  

www.southwoldpier.co.uk 

Before you attend one of SAM's Dexterity days, you must inform your 

Insurance Company that you intend to practise slow speed machine control in a 

school playground accessible to the public and ask them to confirm that you 

will have full cover for this activity. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/dext 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
 

Save your membership fee, and more, by using these retailers who give a 

discount to SAM members.  Contact: Nigel Chittock 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
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ADVERTS 
 

Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 

SHOPS 
 

T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
 

All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
 

Committee Nominations 
 

Nomination forms can also be down loaded from 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/nom 
 

 

SAM Events for your Diary 
 

January 2013 
 

Sunday 6
th
   Breakfast Run. Jubilee Cafe, Colchester 

 

Tuesday 15
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30. followed 

by Quiz with Mike Roberts & Derek Barker 
 

Thursday 17
th
   Theory Evening. Come along and learn more about 

Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Planning & Positioning. 
 

February 2013 
 

Sunday 3
rd
   Breakfast Run. Grover & Allen, Sudbury 

 

Saturday 16
th
   Brunch Chip Run. TBA 

 

Tuesday 19
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30. followed 

by Club’s AGM followed by Natter Evening 
 

Thursday 21
st
   Theory Evening. Come along and learn more about 

Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Cornering 
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March 2013 
 

Sunday 3
rd
   Breakfast Run. TBA 

 

Saturday 16
th
   Brunch Chip Run. TBA 

 

Tuesday 19
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30. followed 

by Guest Speaker. 
 

Thursday 21
st
   Theory Evening. Come along and learn more about 

Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Gears & Acceleration 
 

Satuaday 23
rd  

Dexterity & Control Morning, 09:00 – 13:00 Sidegate 

Primary School, Ipswich 
 

June 2013 
 

Sunday 23
rd
   St. Elizabeth Hospice Run. More details to follow. 

 

August 2013 
Fri 2

nd
 ~ Sat 3

rd
  Weekend Trip Tan Hill Inn Contact Paul Newman for 

more information look at the article on page 29 of Decembers Observer or on 

the SAM forum under ride outs 

 

Note from Editor 
Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any 

changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can 

be unpredictable. 
 

Other Events that you might 
want to put in your Diary 

 
 

January 2013 
 

Sat 5
th
 ~Sun 6

th
   The Carol Nash Classic Bike Guide Winter Classic 

show. Nottinghamshire. NG24 2NY. www.classicbikeshows.com  
 

February 2013 
 

Wednesday 20
th
  Ipswich and District IAM car group have invited 

SAM members to a talk at their club night. It is by a representative from Miller 

Oils, it will be at the Ceders Hotel function room, at 8pm.Free entrance.. 
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Sat 16
th
 ~ Sun 17

th  
33rd Carole Nash Bristol Classic MotorCycle 

Show. The Bath and West Showground, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 6QN 

www.classicbikeshows.com 
 

 

March 2013 
 

Sat 16
th
 ~ Sun 17

th
   Manchester Bike Show. M41 7TB. 

www.manchesterbikeshow.com 
 
 

April 2013 
 

Sat 27
th
 ~ Sun 28

th
  33rd Carole Nash International Classic 

MotorCycle Show. Stafford County Show Ground, Staffordshire, ST18 0BD 

www.classicbikeshows.com 
 
 

May 2013 
 

Sat 11
th
 ~ Sun 12

th  
The Carole Nash Great Scottish Bike Show. 

Lanark Agricultural Centre, Lanark, ML11 9AX www.classicbikeshows.com 
 

 

June 2013 
 

Sat 22
nd

 ~ Sun 23
rd
  The Carole Nash Newark Bike Bonanza. 

Newark Showground, Newark, NG24 2NY www.classicbikeshows.com 
 
 

September 2013 
 

Sat 28
th
 ~ 29

th
 Sun  The Carole Nash Big Kent Bike Show, Kent 

Event Centre - Dethling, Maidstone, ME14 3JF www.classicbikeshows.com 
 

 

October 2013 
 

Sat 19
th
 ~ Sun 20

th
   The 20th Carole Nash Classic Motorcycle 

Mechanics Show, www.classicbikeshows.com 
 
 

November, 2013. 
 

Thurs 31
st
 ~ Sun 3

rd
   International Dirt Bike Show, Stoneleigh Park. 
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Pictures of the Ram Breakfast ride out on a very soggy Sunday morning 

Sent in by Judy Chittock 
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