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The Cover photo was taken by Mike Roberts at a Krazy Horse evening in the 

summer. 

Mike Roberts did the cover picture editing and graphical work. 

 

 
 

In Auckland NZ, the authorities don't trust their drivers! If you missed the 'No 

Entry' sign and failed to notice all the traffic coming towards you, there is 

another sign after 25m telling you where you've gone wrong and what to do 

about it. 

David Wood 
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your Committee 

No Calls After 21:00 Please 

Officers 
Chairman    Steve Gocher   01473 430643 

Secretary   Vacant. Contact the Chairman for more details 

Treasurer    Bryan Duncan   07879 654122 
 

Committee Members 
Vice Chairman   Geoff Scott    07983 939998 

Chief Observer   Karl Hale    01359 241552 

Buddy Co-ordinator   Vicky Smith    01255 830352 

Caring SAM   Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Charity Co-ordinator  Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Group Nights   Trevor Read    07525.724002 

Publicity Co-ordinator  Glyn Hill    07986 319163 

Publicity    Colin Will    07721 611816 

Publicity    Dean Harris    07956 339112 

RL & RC Co-ordinator   Dean Harris    07956 339112 

Discount Scheme   David Arbon    01473 902190 

Webmaster    Mike Roberts   01473 718915 

Magazine Editor   Felix Oliver    07712 649860 
 

Committee Support Members 
Membership Secretary  Linda Barker   01473 327555 

Associate Co-ordinator  Susan Smith    01206 251946 

Admin Support   Sara Hale    01359 241552 
 

National Observers 
Mike Roberts 01473 718915 David Rudland  01473 401362 

Derek Barker 01473 327555 Richard Toll   01473 401363 

André Castle 07730 526674  Ross Mckinlay  07986 838028 

Paul Newman 01473 620450 Ruth Acworth  07783 007100 

Paul Spalding 07879 844618  Tony Chyc   01206 231782 
 

Observers 
Steve Gocher 01473 430643  Julian Harvey  01449 770355 

Geoff Scott  07983 939998  Tim Murgatroyd  07901 332757 

Paul Ballard  07850 715063  Graham Carey  07917 474338 

Kevin Brendish 07854 494041  Craig Evans   07841 037276 
 

I.A.M. Examiners 
Kevin Stark  07801600378  Neale McConnell  01986798452 

If you would like to help out on the committee come along to a meeting and see 

what you can do to contribute, after all many hands makes light work 
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next Issue 
Closing date for copy – Friday after club night.  Send via e-mail or on a USB 

memory stick (which will be returned) or even hand-written, not a problem. The 

Editor reserves the right to edit, amend or omit as he feels fit. 
 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 

All Official Correspondence to:  
 

The Chairman, Steve Gocher 

75 Chatsworth Crescent, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 9BY 
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Chairman's Chat 
 

A very warm welcome to the February 

edition of the SAM Observer. 

 

I'm not sure where January went but 

am looking forward to the lighter 

evenings and to the first of this year's 

Chip Runs towards the end of April.  

In the meantime the monthly Saturday 

Jaunts continue as of course do the 

monthly Breakfast Runs.  All of our 

organised rides are open to all SAM 

members.  Associate members are 

catered for with the Ride Coordinator 

leading them in their own group.  You 

can also invite a riding friend along on 

a one-off basis.  Pillions are always welcome.  If you have any concerns about 

attending an organised ride out, like how you will make your way home from the 

destination, then please speak to the Ride Coordinator when you arrive, ideally 

before the ride briefing.  There will usually be someone travelling back near 

where you live that you could be paired up with for the return journey. 

 

My plans for trips away this year are progressing nicely.  I have a hill walking 

trip in the Lake District planned in May and several motorcycle trips planned 

including one into the capital for February's London Motorcycle Show, the 

World War One Battlefields tour being organised by our Associate Coordinator 

Susan Smith in September and a mini epic trip to Europe and the Alps in June 

with arrangements starting to take shape.  I'm sure I'll manage at least one 

weekend away to one of my favourite seaside locations, Whitby, this year too. 

See page 11 in last months edition for details of the Battlefields tour. 

 

http://www.mcnmotorcycleshow.com/ 
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SAM membership fees were due in January.  Can I ask you to pay your 2017 fees 

if you haven't already as they're now overdue.  The membership fees form an 

important part of the groups income, so go a long way towards allowing us to 

continue operating and providing the invaluable service of improving road safety 

in the county.  Please see details of how much the fees are and how to pay on 

page 11 of January's edition.  If you have any questions about your membership 

please contact our Membership Secretary, Linda Barker. 

 

Thanks to Jerry and Dave from Cotswold Outdoor for their talk about clothing 

and camping equipment as last month's group night, in particular their knowledge 

of base layers which work equally as well for hill walking and motorcycling.  

We're in the process of agreeing a discount for SAM members shopping at 

Cotswold Outdoor.  Once agreed they'll be included on our Members Discount 

Scheme list.  For the complete list of discounts available to you please access the 

Members Only section of the SAM Forum via the link below: 

 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 

 

In order to access the members only area of the forum you'll need to register for 

an account first.  Please follow the REGISTER link, which is adjacent to the 

LOGIN link and follow the registration instructions.  Our Webmaster, Mike 

Roberts will be more than happy to set-up your account and grant you access, as 

long as you're a paid-up member. 

 

This month's group night is dedicated to the Annual General Meeting (AGM).  

Prior to the meeting can I ask you to read last year's minutes and accounts on 

pages 7 and 8 respectively.  The nominations for the Officers and Committee 

members can also be found on page 13.  Following the formalities of the AGM 

we'll be celebrating the success of the group over the past 12 months and 

individuals by way of the presentation of the SAM trophies.  Details of the 

trophies and the criteria that they are presented for can be found in my January 

Chat.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Cheers 

 

  Steve 
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SAM AGM Minutes  
16th February 2016 

 
Meeting began at 19:30 hrs with 42 members and 5 guests in attendance. 
 

The Chairman, Steve Gocher, welcomed all members and guests. 
 

The minutes of the 2015 AGM were discussed and upon proposal by John Sillett and having 

been seconded by Vicky Smith, they were accepted unopposed by the membership. 
 

Audited accounts were discussed and upon proposal by Julian Harvey and having been 

seconded by David Wood, were accepted unopposed by the membership. 
 

David Wood asked if there were any plans for spending – Steve Gocher answered he will 

explain later in his presentation but detailed further spend on the promotion of the group. 
 

The Chairman, Treasurer, Bryan Duncan and Secretary, John Sillett then stepped down from 

the meeting whilst Vice Chairman, Martin Drury, discussed the officer nominations. 

Election of Officers:- 
 

No officer nominations were received.  It was announced that John Sillett was standing down 

from the post of Secretary.  The post of Secretary remains unfilled. 
 

Steve Gocher remains in the role of Chairman and Bryan Duncan remains in the role of 

Treasurer both re-instated by majority vote. 
 

Those standing for election onto the Committee:- 
 

Leia Dowsing for the post of Ride Leader / Ride Coordinator Training 

Proposed by Steve Gocher, seconded by Karl Hale. 
 

Colin Will for the post of Publicity 

Proposed by Dean Harris, seconded by Glyn Hill. 
 

Dean Harris for the post of Publicity 

Proposed by Glyn Hill, seconded by Colin Will. 
 

Martin Drury then announced that he was standing down from his post on the Committee of 

Vice Chairman and Publicity. He then handed over to the Chairman who rejoined the 

meeting. 
 

There was no any other business. 
 

The AGM ended at 19:52 
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The trophies were then presented: 
 

Gosden Trophy by Bob himself to: Louise Williamson 
 

Maddock Trophy by Jenny Maddock to: Kevin Brendish  
 

Rob Day Trophy by Rob himself to: Julian Harvey  
 

Chairman’s Trophy by Steve Gocher to: Dean Harris 
 

SAM Trophies 
 

The Gosden Trophy is awarded to the associate who has shown sparkle and enthusiasm.  

Bob Gosden, now retired, being a long standing IAM Examiner. 
 

The Maddock Trophy is awarded to the member who has made an outstanding contribution 

to the running of the group.  John and Jenny Maddock founded SAM in late 1989.  Sadly 

John passed away in 2015. 
 

The Rob Day Trophy is awarded to the outstanding Observer who has qualified during the 

most recent observer training programme.  Constructed and donated by Rob himself as a 

former Chief Observer and founder member. 
 

The Chairman's Trophy is awarded at the discretion of the Chairman in recognition of an 

outstanding contribution to the running of the group. 
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SUFFOLK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS 

Registered Charity no. 1067800 
 

Trustee’s Annual report for year ending 31
st
 December 2016 

 

Name: Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) 
 

Registered No.: 1067800 
 

Main Address: 75 Chatsworth Cres., Ipswich IP2 9BY 
 

Committee members: The group committee, who must be fully paid-up 

members of both The Institute of Advanced Motorists and Suffolk Advanced 

Motorcyclists, shall constitute the trustees of the charity. Committee members 

are elected by the members of the group at an Annual General Meeting. 
 

At 31
st
 December 2016 the officers of the committee were:- 

 

S. Gocher Chairman 

Vacant Secretary 

B. Duncan Treasurer 
 

Bankers: Barclays, New Market Place, Beccles, NR34 9HD 
 

Aims and Objectives 

The aim of the charity is to promote the improvement of riding standards and 

help new members pass the IAM advanced test. 

The charity promotes the club at SafeRider events, hosts publicity stands at 

shows such as the Hadleigh Show and the Copdock Show. It is affiliated with the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists and its members are also members of IAM. 
 

Main achievements during the year 

The club received a substantial donation of £3000 from the Copdock Show to 

help promote its objectives. The club invested in two further bike cameras and 

further Bike-to-Bike audio systems for Senior Observers to use when observing 

associates. 

The club invested £700 in the production of training DVD’s.  

To aid recruitment, “Free Assessment” rides were promoted to non-members 

during the year and the Committee agreed to assist by replacing the £10 nominal 

contribution normally made by the Associate towards the Observer by providing 

this contribution from out of club funds.  

The club also pioneered an initiative whereby selected “Young Riders”, who 

would normally find the cost of completing the IAM course prohibitive, had 

their fees refunded – provided they complete the course and take the Advanced 

Motorcyclists test.  
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SUFFOLK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS 

Registered Charity no. 1067800 

 

Examiners report on accounts for year ending 31
st
 December 2016 

 

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ending 31
st 

December 2016 
 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The 

charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year (under section 

144(2) of the Charities Act 2011) and that an independent examination is needed. 
 

It is my responsibility to: 

(i) Examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act 

(ii) To follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by 

the Charity Commission under section 145(5)b of the 2011 Act 

(iii) To state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 

Basis of examiner’s statement 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directives given 

by the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting 

records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with 

those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 

in the accounts, seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such 

matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be 

required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the 

accounts present a “true and fair view” and the report is limited to those matters 

set out in the statement below.    
 

Independent examiners qualified statement 

In connection with my examination, all matters arising were resolved 

satisfactorily. I therefore have no reasonable cause to believe that in any material 

respect, the requirements to keep accounting records in accordance with section 

130 of the 2011Act; and to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting 

records and to comply with the accounting requirements of the 2011 Act, have 

not been met. 

 

Mary Lal-Sagar 

3 Davey Lane 

Charsfield 

IP13 7QG 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31
st
 DECEMBER 2016 

 

Income 2016 2015 

                                                     Notes 

Subscription 5367 4898 

Gift Aid 849 811 

Donations 0 0 

Income from Social Events  776 1260  

Advertising Income 675 665 

Promotional Income 1 3000 3000 

Conference expenses (for reimbursement) 0 147 

Sundry income 244 218 

 10,911 10,852 

 
 

Expenditure  

 Group Administration 2  3622 3875 

 Insurance 797 777 

 Ride Leaders & Observers 630 412 

 Training manuals & books 2263 1396 

 Social Events  625 960 

 Promotion 963 726 

 Reimbursed IAM fee – “Young Riders” 284 0 

 Reimbursed expenses 0 147 

 Sundry expenses 133 0 

  9318 8056 

 

Excess of Income over Expenditure 1592 2796 
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STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

AS AT 31
st
 DECEMBER 2016 

 

 2016 2015 

Cash Assets 

Bank Account 20,008 18,416 

Debtor 3 0 0 

Current Liabilities 4 0 0 

Net Assets 20,008 18,416 
 

Represented by: 

Balance at 1
st
 January 18,416 15,620 

Excess of income over expenditure 1,592 2,796 

  20,008 18,416 
 

Notes to the Accounts 
 

Basis of accounts: These accounts have been prepared on a “receipts and 

payments basis” and in accordance with S42 (3) Charities Act 1993. 

 

1. Promotion income is specifically given for promoting the objectives of the 

group. At 31
st
 December the amount added to the fund was as follows; 

 

£  

Income received 3,000 

Expenses (963) 

 2,037 
 

Promotional income is spent on promoting the club at shows, advertising and 

training. 
 

2. Group administration costs  

                                                            2016                       2015 

                                                       £ £ 

Room hire 960 962 

Monthly magazine costs 2,378 2,672 

Professional fees 80 78 

Sundries 204 73 

 3,622 3,785 
 

 £ £ 

3. Debtor 0   0 

4. Current liabilities 0 0  
 



The SAM Observer February 2017        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 13 

Nominations 
 

The following written nominations have been received: 

    Name   Post 

    Geoff Scott  Vice Chairman 

    Steve Gocher  Chairman 

    Bryan Duncan  Treasurer 

    Les Steggles  Secretary 

    Dave Arbon  Committee Member 

    Brian Ellis   Committee Member 

    Vicky Smith  Committee Member 

 

AGM Agenda 

1. 2016 Minutes 

2. 2016 Audited Accounts 

3. Election of Vice Chairman 

4. Election of Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary 

5. Election of Committee 

6. Any Other Business 

 

Following the formalities of the AGM we shall be looking back over the last 12 

months, reviewing and celebrating what we’ve achieved as a team as well as 

individually through presentation of awards in the way of SAM trophies to their 

worthy recipients. 
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Tea Stops & CafÉs 
Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex 

and Cambs 
 

Every motorcyclist has their favourite tea stops. Over on the SAM Forum I am 

collating a list of the recommended cafés, greasy spoons, tea shops, etc. with 

maps and pictures so we can all benefit from the collective knowledge of SAM. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/tea 

If you have favourite stopping place in Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex or 

Cambridgeshire then why not pop over to the SAM Forum and let other members 

know of your recommendations, or drop me an email with enough details so that 

I can find the place on Google Maps / Streetview. 
 

Mike Roberts mike.j.roberts@btinternet.com  

Website Administrator 

 

“The SAM Observer”  
Cover Photo 

Calling all of SAM’s photographers out there. Photos are required for ‘The SAM 

Observer’ cover, which I am sure you must have spotted is in full colour. 

So if you have a cracking shot that has one or more 

motorcycles in it, is all your own work, and you think it would 

look good on the cover, I’d be very pleased to see it. 
 

There is now a special topic on the SAM Forum 

where you can show small copies of potential 

magazine cover photos for all to see. (Just look in 

the Members Only section) Full instructions and requirements are 

listed there. I can’t promise to use all, some, or any of the photos 

posted, but you may get a call from me asking for the original file from your 

camera. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/magcovers  
 

Mike Roberts – SAM Website Administrator   
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly 

after Group Nights, SAM holds its monthly Theory Evening. 

Based on an ever revolving subject list of important rider 

skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively 

banter all aimed at improving your ride based on the 

information in the Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these evenings are also a 

good way for full members to brush up on their theory and add their experiences 

and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Karl Hale,       SAM Chief Observer 
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SAM MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

SAM membership fees are due in January. The current cost is £22 for single 

membership and £25 for joint membership. If you have a current standing order 

with your bank for the correct amount, you need do nothing, your membership 

card will automatically be sent or can be collected at Januarys meeting. 
 

If you do not have a standing order but would like your subs to be payed this 

way, contact your bank online, or fill in the form (available on SAM’s website 

under Join Us) http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-

membership-renewal.html and send to your bank. 
 

If you wish to pay with cash or by cheque please fill in a SAM membership 

renewal form (available on the SAM website, under Join Us) http://www.suffolk-

advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-membership-renewal.html and either send this 

via post to me, my address is on the bottom of the form, or I will be at January’s 

group night.  
 

Thankyou  

Linda Barker 
Membership Secretary 

 
WW I  Battlefields tour  

1
st
 ~ 4

th
 September 2017 

 
 

Just in case you haven’t seen it in your SAM magazine, Chris and I are 

organising a trip to the 1st WW battlefields in France. I have 2 ½ rooms left if 

anyone else is interested. If you are already on my list then just ignore me!! First 

come first served basis, details below 

 

Costs:~ Ferry approx. £50, Hotel €114 double room, €98.50 single a night 

Meals: €24.50 per night or €38 to include drinks 

 

Think that’s it, look forward to hearing from you, maybe!! 

 

Susan Smith  M: 07791 595048 www.taskfulfilment.co.uk 
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Take on a once in a 
lifetime challenge in 2017 
 

Take on the challenge of a lifetime in 2017 and cycle from London to Paris to 

raise funds for St Elizabeth Hospice. 
 

The local charity is looking for supporters to take on the 300 mile bike ride from 

London to Paris between 19 – 24 September 2017, and have already filled a 

number of the spaces. 
 

Joanne Rodger, St Elizabeth Hospice’s events and challenges fundraiser, said: 

“We are really excited to offer people the chance to cycle from London to Paris 

this year as part of this group, as it is a great opportunity to complete such a 

fantastic challenge. 
 

“People of all cycling abilities and experiences can take part and everyone who 

signs up will be supported with their training and fundraising from now until they 

return from Paris” 
 

The local charity is hosting an information evening on Thursday 2 February at 

the hospice on Foxhall Road, Ipswich, where supporters are invited to attend to 

find out more about this incredible challenge, and ask any questions they may 

have. 
 

Miss Rodger added: “The money raised from this exhilarating experience will go 

towards providing care and support to patients and their families wherever it is 

need, whether at home, in the community or at the hospice.”  
 

For more information about the London to Paris Cycle Ride, or to attend the 

information evening, please contact Joanne Rodger, events and challenges 

fundraiser at St Elizabeth Hospice on joanne.rodger@stelizabethhospice.org.uk 

or visit www.stelizabethhospice.org.uk/londontoparis 

 

Many Thanks, 

 

Sophie Johnson 
Marketing and Communications Officer 

 

Direct Line: 01473 707956 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2017 

5th March 2017 
 

Oakington Garden Centre 

Dry Drayton Road 

Oakington 

Cambridge 

CB24 3BD 

Tel: 01223 237789 

http://www.oakingtongardencentre.co.uk/ 
 

Meet at Stowmarket Tescos IP14 5BE in good time for 09:00 Briefing and 

subsequent departure.  
 

All riders must attend the Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator is Keith Pavlin. 
 

On leaving car park turn left, At Roundabout turn right on to A1120 
 

At Roundabout turn right on to A1308, Next Roundabout follow A1308 
 

Keeping on A1308 under A14, Pass Tothill 
 

At Roundabout turn left follow signs A14 Bury St Edmunds 
 

Leaving A14 at J47 Elmswell, At end of slip road turn right on to A1088 
 

At Roundabout turn left A1088, Keep on A1088 
 

At Roundabout turn left on to A143, At Great Barton turn right on to B1106 
 

Next two Roundabout straight over following B1106, At Fordham All Saints 

turn right on to A1101, Follow A1101 Barton Mills, At Roundabout straight 

over A11 keeping on A1101 
 

Turn left on to B1102 Fordham, At Roundabout turn right on to A142 
 

Next Roundabout turn left on to A1123, At Roundabout straight over keeping on 

A1123, At Wilburton turn left on to B1049 
 

Follow B1049 to Cottenham, At Cottenham take right fork into High Street, 

Continuing into Rampton Road 
 

Then turn left Oakington Road, Keep straight continues into Water Lane 
 

At cross roads straight over Dry Drayton Road Garden Centre on left 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that 

facilitate SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase 

the club social rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our 

much-loved breakfast, Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to 

continue. If you are interested in helping the club, and helping yourself 

by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride Leader, please contact Sara Hale 

to find out more information about one or both of these roles. 

 

 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 David Wood,  Chris Nunn,  John Jenkins,  Keith Pavelin 

 Phil Sayer,  Glyn Hill,  Martin Drury,  Dean Harris,  Vini Evans. 

 Richard Ockelton 

 

Ride Leaders 
 

Brian Ellis,  Ken Beckinsale, Tim Wash 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Saturday Jaunt 
18th March 2017 

 

Pulham St. Mary Pennoyer Centre 

Station Street, 

Pulham St. Mary 

IP21 4QT 

Tel: 01379 676660 

http://www.pennoyers.org.uk/the-pennoyer-cafe.html 

 

Hot food not served after 14:30  

 

Meet in car park Tescos Martlesham IP5 3RU in good time for 13:00 Briefing 

and subsequent departure. 

 

All riders must attend Briefing. 

 

Ride Co-ordinator Vini Evans. 

 

Turn right at the succession of roundabouts on the exit of Tescos to join the A12 

northwards. 

 

At the end of the Woodbridge by-pass turn right into Woods Lane to Melton 

traffic lights. 

 

Turn left through Ufford to Wickham Market turning left on to the B1078. 

 

At the top of the hill past the Industrial Estate turn right and follow into Easton. 

 

After the right hand bend by the wiggly wall turn left and through Kettleburgh 

to Earl Soham. 

 

Turn right on the A1120 to Saxstead Green and turn left at the windmill into 

Marlborough Road and through Saxstead village. 

 

Follow this road through Tannington to Brundish. 

 

Turn left on the B1118 and continue to Stradbroke. 
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Turn right then left, still on the B1118 and follow through Hoxne then turn 

right on the approach to Oakley into Low Road. 

 

Turn right onto the A143 for about a mile and a half and then turn left through 

Thorpe Abbotts to Rushall after going over a crossroads. 

 

Turn tight at T junction and follow through to Pulham St. Mary, looking out for 

the right fork into Station Road. 

 

The Pennoyer Centre is on the left just before the junction with the main street. A 

gravel car park awaits. 

 

Being a village charity project some of the staff are volunteers and they may face 

difficulty with seating and service on being presented with 10 to 20 bikers. So as 

a back-up or overflow there is a new farm shop/café in Harleston only 4 miles 

away. 

 

The Broken Egg 

Redenhall Road, IP20 9QN.  

Tel: 01379 671322 

 

Turn right through Starston to Harleston and bear left at the recreation ground.  

 

Turn left onto the high street and out of the built up area.  

 

Turn right just before the HUGE chicken into The Broken Egg.  

 
 

Back in UK 
 

Unfortunately, after over 400 days away, our adventure was almost over. We 

rode to LA where we stayed for Christmas and then took the AT to the freight 

forwarders (for shipping back in a container) and we flew back to the UK. What 

next, we really don't know! 
 

Phil and Dee Acton 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of the 

route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
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NORWICH CITY 
‘OBSERVATIONS’ 

 

In the last couple of months, since purchasing the Triumph, I have ridden it into 

Norwich City twice. 
 

The first time, I spotted a quiet cul-de-sac opposite the Chapelfield carpark 

entrance. It looked ideal as it was semi secluded with no passing traffic but easily 

overlooked by a good footfall of students & shoppers about 30 metres away. 
 

I was back within a couple of hours & on doing a quick check of the bike I 

noticed the rear near side indicator stork had been snapped. The rear tyre was 

against the kerb & it then dawned on me that the primary school at the end of the 

cul-de-sac had just disgorged the children for the day. 
 

My guess is that the stork was just at eye level for a young one & a tempting 

target.  
 

I now carry gaffer tape & try not to park close to the discharge area of primary 

schools. 
 

My second trip into Norwich was a couple of weeks later on the first Saturday of 

December, so quite busy. Having researched a better motorcycle parking area 

called ‘Tombland’ near the Cathedral, the Sat Nav could & should have guided 

me effortlessly there from the A140. 
 

However (Yes there is always a however) the city traffic planners had been at 

work in late autumn & pedestrianised a main section of inner city road. I knew 

they had some strange ideas on traffic management in Norwich with lack of 

standard signs or ‘homemade signs’ & I ended up without a paddle. I extricated 

myself & finally found my parking spot.  
 

A few days later I managed to catch the tail end of a local TV report on this 

dog’s dinner of a traffic plan. 

 

Beware the lamp standard red oblong (landscape) signs with white writing, 

which ‘inform you where you cannot go but with no alternative given…….Once 

you get to Norwich City, forget the Sat Nav, use a map & expect the unexpected. 
 

The purpose of my life is to act as a warning to others. 
 

Les Steggles 
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Editorial 
 

O dear, I see that I have goofed on the 

formatting in the Januarys magazine, I’m very 

sorry, I’ll try to do better in this magazine… 

 

Fired up the old girl to go to Bury, Togged up 

and took the covers off her, No Mice this time, 

After a few whizzes of the starter, she fires up, 

Helmet on, side stand up, let the clutch out and 

nothing, Engine stops. Oh…. Tried it again, 

same… oh double poo, The side stand micro switch had frozen on, Tried with 

WD40 but still nothing. As I was late going to Bury I had to abandon that Idea 

and take the van… Yet another thing I have to fix. 

 

AGM this month, so if you fancy helping out this is the time to volunteer, I’m for 

once not going to bleat about the need for articles, as I know you all like reading 

your favourite magazine, of cause, it goes with without saying that without the 

input from the members all you would have a plank piece of paper 

 

Looking forward to this year’s biking season…. Travels 1,650 miles last year…I 

have to see if I can break my record. Must say I am quite keen on the St 

Elizabeth Hospice ride to Paris…. Maybe we could get Team SAM going…. 

Any takers?  

 

 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

 

Thank you 
To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. ☺ 

But….. what about the rest of you…. � 
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Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club night 
If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 Sam.editor@btinternet.com  
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd
 Thursday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 
A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: David Arbon 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

February 2017 
 

Saturday 18
th

    Saturday Jaunt, Sturmer Nurseries Garden Centre, CB9 

7XD. Meet in car park behind B&M Home Store at Copdock IP8 3TT in good 

time for 13:15 Briefing and subsequent departure. All riders must attend the 

Briefing 

 

Tuesday 21
st
   SAM Group Night. SAM’s AGM at 19:30 followed 

by Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 

 

Thursday 23
rd
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Planning & Positioning 

 

March 2017 
 

Wednesday 1
st
    SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 

 

Sunday 5
th

  Breakfast Run, Oakington Garden Centre, CB24 3BD 

Meet at Stowmarket Tescos IP14 5BE in good time for 09:00, Briefing and 

subsequent departure. All riders must attend the Briefing 

 

Saturday 18
th
    Saturday Jaunt, Pulham St. Mary Pennoyer Centre, IP21 

4QT Meet in car park Tescos Martlesham IP5 3RU. In good time for 13:00 

briefing and subsequent departure. All riders must attend the Briefing 

 

Tuesday 21
st
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker, Adventure motorcycle traveler, Sam Manicom. Bar and 

restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 

 

Thursday 23
rd
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Cornering 

 

Friday 24
th
 ~ Saturday 25

th
 Safe Rider is a joint initiative between Suffolk and 

Norfolk Constabularies which aims to reduce motorcycle casualties.  

If you can help the Publicity Team on the Saturday of this event, please contact 

Glyn Hill on 07986-319163 
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April 2017 
 

Sunday 2
nd

  Breakfast Run, TBA, Meet in good time for briefing and 

subsequent departure, Briefing and subsequent departure. All riders must attend 

the Briefing 

 

Wednesday 5
th
  SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 

 

Friday 7
th
 ~ Saturday 8

th
 Safe Rider is a joint initiative between Suffolk and 

Norfolk Constabularies which aims to reduce motorcycle casualties.  

If you can help the Publicity Team on the Saturday of this event, please contact 

Glyn Hill on 07986-319163  

 

Tuesday 18
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker, Adventure motorcycle traveler, Cliff from the Adventure Bike 

Shop Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and 

coffees. 

 

Thursday 20
th
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Gears & Acceleration 

 

Thursday 27
th
   First 2017 Chip Ride. TBA 

 
 

Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any changes 

after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can be 

unpredictable  
 

 
Disclaimer 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
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Gary Moss & Bryan Duncan’s Wanderings from September 2015  
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