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The cover photo was submitted by Rob Day and is of his classic 1978 BMW 

R80. Mike Roberts also did the digital editing.  

Please send in Pictures for our 2021 magazines 

 

 

 

 
 

Some folks say that the GS1150 was the best GS of all. After all, it was the one 

that Ewan and Charlie rode in Long Way Round that started the whole adventure 

bike craze, and made the GS the best selling bike in the world. Here’s my son’s 

2003 GS1150, nearly 18 years old but goes like a train and handles like it’s on 

rails, and in great nick. No ABS, no traction control, no cruise control or any 

other modern aid, but it does have heated grips! I often ride it out on SAM rides 

instead of my 2017 GS with every known mod con, and it’s a whole heap of fun. 

 

Phil Sayer  
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Hello all 

Well it’s February, and I’m celebrating my first year as 

SAM Chairman. So far I’ve chalked up one committee 

meeting and zero group night meetings, but this is my 

twelfth Chairman’s Chat. Writing about our club 

activities and motorcycling exploits can be quite a 

challenge when nothing is actually happening on either 

front. 

I was looking out of the window at the snow covered 

garden the other day, searching for inspiration on what to write about, when my 

wife pointed out that the daffodils were coming up. Hmm I thought, if I were a 

daffodil I think I’d stay underground for a few more months in the warm, and 

then come up in the summer. On second thoughts I’d probably be better off being 

a tulip – they’ve got that bit worked out already. 

Anyway, enough of all that silliness – I need to write something motorcycle 

related as it’s come to my attention that some of you actually read this. I know 

because last month I posed the question about post Brexit overseas trips, and then 

lo and behold, SAM Observer and my continental biking holiday hero Phil Sayer 

has come up with a list of ‘musts’ and ‘recommended’ for us. You will find it 

further on in the magazine – probably in the travel section! 

I did go and have a look at my bike in the garage the other day in anticipation of 

some reasonable and lawful excuse arising soon for a ride out, but when I took it 

off the centre stand I could feel and hear the brakes binding so I put it back on 

the stand and left it in favour of a warm fire and a cup of tea back indoors. I don’t 

think I’ll be going anywhere on it just yet so I’ll set to and clean up the callipers 

and pistons on one of those warmer days that we must be due soon. 

Of course it’s not only our bikes that will be suffering from lack of riding during 

the lockdown, our physical and mental riding abilities will also have become 

quite jaded. Hopefully we will be able to arrange some ‘Rusty Rider Refresher 

Runs’ to sharpen up our advanced riding skills when we get released back onto 
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the roads. What do you think? Easter ride-outs perhaps - or am I being too 

optimistic? 

Well that’s about it from me for another month, and I’ve got through it all 

without mentioning the virus or vaccinations. Oh blast!! I’ve just mentioned 

them both! Well I hope you are all remaining virus free and are looking forward 

to getting your vaccine jab – if you haven’t had one already. 

Cheers 

Martin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Karl Moseley 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
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SAM Committee Nominations 
AGM 2021 

Later in the Year. 

 
Would you like to help your club out ? Can you spare a few hours a month ? And 

make a huge difference on what happens within the club. Like all well-oiled 

machines it needs cogs. Become a cog and join the committee. Now is your 

chance. Fill in the form and send it to Eric Aldridge via post or email. 

Nominations have to be given in one month before the AGM. For more 

information and to download a nomination form visit  
 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/nom 
 

This Nomination Paper must be returned to the group Secretary at least one 

month before the election  
 

SAM Committee Nominations 2021 
 

I nominate .................................................................................. For the post 

of .................................................... 

Proposed by: 

Name ............................................... Signed ............................... Date ………… 

Seconded by: 

Name .............................................. Signed ............................... Date ………… 

Nominee’s signature ............................................. Date ………… 

Please copy, scan or download this from the website. 

Saves ripping it out of the magazine. 
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SAM Membership Renewal 
 

Just a quick reminder for all members who joined before 1/1/2020 that 

membership fees are now due. 
 

SAM’s preferred method of payment is by Standing Order (known as STO).  

If you have already set up Standing Order, please ignore this message. 
 

Standing Orders are quick, easy and completely secure as YOU are in TOTAL 

control. 
 

To set up a Standing Order, simply click on the following link to download and 

print a copy of the Standing Order Form 
 

https://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/MembershipRenewal2020v2.pdf 

 

Complete the Standing Order form and send it to your bank, or if you have 

internet banking facilities, use the details on the form to set up a regular payment 

via your bank’s online services. 
 

If payment by Standing Order is not possible, payment by bank transfer (known 

as BACS) is perfectly acceptable. Our details are; 
 

Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists, 

Sort Code: 20-92-08, Account No: 10363650. 
 

The cost of renewal remains, yet again, unchanged at £22 for a member and £25 

for joint members. 
 

Unfortunately, in the current situation, SAM cannot accept payment by 

cheque or cash. 
 

If, for whatever reason, you cannot pay by either the STO or BACS options, 

please contact me directly and we will find another way.  
 

Stay safe,  

Bryan Duncan, SAM Treasurer 

duncan173@btinternet.com 

01728 688864 

07879 654122 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

Watch out for updates as the club is holding Zoom meetings, further details as 

they become available 

 

As most of you know, on the 4
th

 Thursday evening every month, SAM holds its 

monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of important 

rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively banter all 

aimed at improving your ride based on the information in the 

Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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Driving or Riding in the 
EU after Brexit. 

 

If you are thinking of going abroad this year, it’s a little more complicated than 

when we were part of the EU. Here’s a few things you will need: 

1. Check when your passport expires. You will need a passport with at least 6 

months validity left on it after the end of your trip. Don’t leave it to the last 

minute to renew, there may be delays later in the year. You can do it all on 

line, but you need to get a digital passport photo. I’ve just renewed mine 

and it came back after only a week. 

2. You will need a photo ID version driving licence (believe it or not, there is 

a member who has only just got one!). There has been some confusion 

about the need for an International Driving Permit (IDP). The AA site says 

you ‘may’ need an IDP, go to the Post Office site to check: the PO site says 

you ‘may’ need an IDP, go to Gov.uk to check: Gov.uk shows for all EU 

countries you do not need an IDP. I trust that the government site is right – 

I suggest you take a look at  Driving in the EU - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

3. Green card. Apply to your insurance company in good time (the uk.gov site 

says 6 weeks) before you go. It doesn’t have to be printed on green paper – 

some insurance companies will send you a pdf and let you print it at home. 

You must print it out – a pdf on your phone is not valid. You also need to 

carry your insurance certificate. 

4. Reg doc V5C – original not a photocopy. 

5. GB sticker in some form – the GB symbol on a Euro number plate is not 

valid, but a number plate with the union flag and a GB symbol is OK. If in 

doubt get a sticker. 

6. EHIC or a GHIC when your EHIC expires. If your EHIC card has not 

expired it is still valid after Brexit. Once it expires you can apply on line for 

a GHIC card, which gives same free basic hospital treatment in the EU as 

an EHIC card did. The online application is very simple and only takes a 

few minutes – I’ve just applied for mine. They say it will arrive in about 10 
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days. As no-one is travelling for months, that should be plenty soon 

enough! 

7. Travel insurance – very important, as the EHIC/GHIC won’t pay to fly you 

home if you are too ill/broken to ride.  

8. Reflective stickers on your helmet – but the French police are lax about 

enforcing this one. You can buy these on eBay for a few quid. 

9. A yellow hi-viz waistcoat to wear at the side of the road if you break down. 

You don’t have to wear it when riding. 

10. Reflective triangle is required for a car, but not required for a bike. 

Ditto a fire extinguisher! 

11. First aid kit – not a legal requirement in France, although it is in 

Eastern Europe and some Nordic countries. Highly recommended anyway. 

12. A spare bulb kit used to be required in France, now it is 

recommended. However, most new bikes use LEDs not bulbs. I haven’t 

bothered with taking a bulb kit since I got a bike with LED headlights. 

13. Breakdown insurance. Most important - bikes do breakdown 

sometimes! Make sure yours covers the countries you are going to visit. 

14. A breathalyser kit used to be a legal requirement for France. 

However, this law has been abolished, so you can throw those kits away! 

It sounds complicated but really the only changes since Brexit are the passport 6 

months validity, the need for a green card, and a GB sticker if you previously had 

a Euro number plate. 

There are a few other things I would recommend considering if you are a first 

timer – I always take a few tools, some duck tape, a puncture repair kit (eg some 

plugs or an aerosol of sticky stuff that you squirt into a flat tyre) and an electric 

tyre pump. I also take a map just in case… 

Bon voyage a tous! 

Phil Sayer 
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2021 SAM Calendar 
Challenge 

 

Oh well, here we go again! I’m trying my hardest to organise a Challenge and 

Boris has gone and put a huge spanner in the works once more. 
 

But never mind, the days are getting longer and warmer weather must be on the 

horizon. Why not take advantage of these non biking days to plan your assault on 

the 2021 SAM Calendar Challenge? 
 

A good number of you have already registered and should have received your 

copy of the calendar, but if you haven’t then I still have a few left, (only a £5 

donation required with cheques made payable to the East Anglian Air 

Ambulance) so it’s certainly not too late. 
 

Maybe this will be a good year to travel countrywide rather than going abroad so 

perhaps a few days away to visit some of the locations on the calendar might fit 

the bill nicely. 
 

The details of the Challenge have already been included in a previous magazine 

and are also in the members section on the SAM forum. The terms and 

conditions that I send out when you register also made a surprise appearance in 

the last magazine. 
 

To be in with a chance of £200 or £100 of Mototechniks vouchers or a day out at 

Snetterton with yours truly please email me at nigel.chittock@btinternet.com  

If you received a calendar as a reward for completing last year’s Challenge can 

you please email me to register if you intend to participate this year. I just like to 

keep a record of the number of entrants, thanks. 
 

Hopefully by the time you read this we’ll have a better idea of what 2021 has in 

store for us biking wise but if I’ve learnt one lesson from this situation it’s that I 

won’t ever take hopping on a bike and going wherever I want, when I want, for 

granted again. Keep safe, as they say. 
 

Nigel Chittock. 
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Are you ever going to 
make that overtake? 

 

An Associate’s Journey 
 

The first I came across SAM was in November 2018 when I was asked to present 

a talk on SERV Suffolk and Cambridgeshire to a club evening with Ian Bishop, 

one of the Observers. The talk was nerve wracking, it being given to such an 

auspicious audience, but appeared to be well received and I had a very pleasant 

evening. Of course, there was considerable encouragement to become an 

associate and good intentions were expressed. But, as is often the way with good 

intentions I did nothing about them until SERV decided that all riders needed to 

have an advanced qualification. And so in June 2019 I rode to meet my Observer, 

Dean Harris, at Tesco’s car park in Martlesham. 

 

Of course, I was anxious and so I’d set off early to be first there, I wanted to 

make a good impression, but Dean was already there; damn and blast. However, 

Dean is brilliant at making you feel comfortable and after a pleasant chat about 

my biking experience he explained the purpose of the ride and we set off. Dean 

had said something like: “I’d like to see what you can do”. What he really meant 

was: “…. to see how c**p you are”. To cut a long story short, by the time we did 

the debrief at the end the only thing I’d managed to get more than a 3 or possibly 

2/3 on was my eye sight test and even that was with the aid of contacts. To be 

fair, Dean was very positive about the whole day and I left feeling more 

encouraged and determined than down beat. 

 

Dean set me sensible goals to practice before our next ride and I diligently set out 

on the Trophy as often as possible. A month later we had our next ride and this 

time I got even more 3s, arrggghh! But, hey ho the eyesight was still a 1!! Main 

areas of weakness were positioning, gear selection, safety bubble, the need to 

indicate at all times and had I even looked at a highway code in the last 40 years? 

 

Over the next few months and despite a 2k plus mile trip across the States (a 

story for another edition), in which I tried to practice as much as possible, things 

remained much the same and even though Dean was always positive and 

encouraging I found my enthusiasm waning from time to time. This wasn’t 

helped by a six month gap between sessions due to Covid and a nail in my rear 
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tyre. However, when rides resumed properly in July of last year there seemed to 

be many more 2s on my run sheet and I could feel the difference. 

 

But, OMG the overtake! I spent most of any ride praying that the cars, vans etc in 

front of me would be doing the speed limit. It seemed to me that by the time I’d 

checked my landing point, the presence or absence of side roads and so on and 

then moved into the overtaking position, I was never hunting sufficiently, the 

opportunity was gone, especially if I was going to obey the speed limit. I did 

make a couple of overtakes, but always after having missed a number of earlier 

opportunities and I could feel Dean’s frustration as he followed me. 

 

However, the 3s and 2/3s were becoming 2s and there was less writing on the run 

sheet and in October and session 11 Dean announced that he thought I was ready 

for my cross check with the result that on November 1
st
 I set off from Copdock 

with Tony Chyc following. 

 

Well, someone was looking out for me, all the other road users were in the right 

place at the right time and co-operating; I had the opportunity to use my horn, 

show consideration of vulnerable road users and I even managed an overtake! 

The upshot was that Tony reported that I could be put forward for my test. Then 

second lock down! 

 

The lock down turned out to be a blessing in disguise as my examiner contacted 

me early with a date in December after the end of lock down and I had lots of 

time to practice. Just as well as we were starting in Beccles and Dean and I had 

been anticipating a Suffolk/Essex test. Trophy and I made several trips to Beccles 

and Bungay, making sure that we had all the 20mph speed zones and any other 

features memorised and Dean joined me to assist on one of these forays into 

Norfolk. 

 

Lock down finished and I woke to a foggy, dank morning. Surely, it’ll be called 

off. But, no, the text from my examiner just changed the location to Halesworth. 

More damn and blast, we hadn’t practiced there, but I supposed that an advanced 

rider should be able to take that in their stride and with all this fog I’d be able to 

avoid the overtake! However, by the time we started at 09:30 the fog had cleared. 

We set off from Halesworth towards Bungay. If you know the road, it’s straight 

as a die and “thank you” there’s a car doing 40mph. Overtake a breeze and done 

well before the 40 speed limit!!! But then I got up to 30 in the 20mph limit 

outside Ilketshall Primary. Well that’s blown it I thought until I remembered that 

that these signs were advisory and not mandatory and it was well after dropping 

off time! Heart rate back to something less than manic. Phew. The rest of the test 
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went by in a blur and soon we were back in Halesworth and the Co-op car park 

and I’d PASSED! Not a first class and guess why not; apparently, I’d missed 

three other overtakes; one was a definite case of not hunting enough, but the 

others, ah well, I was never going to be Barry Sheen. Actually, that certainly 

wasn’t the only reason, but I was quietly pleased to see a good number of 1s on 

the test sheet. We had a very nice coffee and mince pie outside the Co-op cafe for 

the debrief and nothing was going to take the smile off my face. 

 

It has been a long 18 month journey and to say that I am grateful to Dean for his 

patience and unfailing encouragement would be an understatement. I can now 

call myself an advanced and without a doubt a much safer rider, although there is 

a lot still to do; far too many 2s in there. For other associates, like me, who 

struggle at times I can only advise that you persevere, the benefits far outweigh 

the costs and I for one 

am looking forwards to 

continuing my 

association with SAM 

and developing my 

skills further. 

 

A huge thank you to 

Dean and all the 

Observers and other 

officials who give so 

much of their time to 

improving the riding of 

people like me. 

 

Andrew Jackson 
 

Trophy and me on 

Arran in September. A 

picture that might 

never have happened 

had it not been for 

what I learnt from 

Dean, a dodgy moment 

that only correct road 

positioning salvaged. 

 



The SAM Observer February 2021            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 19 

 
 



The SAM Observer February 2021            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 20 

Riding Upside-down 
 

6 years late but now in lockdown due to this pandemic this maybe the right time 

to share a story about a little ride on the other side of the world that Pam and I 

did in 2015. 

 

Prior to retirement in 2014 we had been talking about riding a motorcycle in New 

Zealand for about 20 years. Apart from the motorcycling we had some personal 

reasons for doing it also, but those aside the motorcycling lived up to everything 

we had heard, read, and been told about the place. 

 

So we settled on a company called Paradise motorcycles based in Auckland 

North Island. We went along to meet them at the 2014 M/C show at the NEC. I 

had a list of questions as long as your arm as we didn't want it all to go wrong 

once we got there. Paradise are in partnership with BMW NZ and this was one of 

the reasons for going with them as they were able to get me a 1200 GS for our 

trip and of course I am very familiar with that model. After extensive questioning 

about what we wanted to do when we got there I was assured that the itinerary 

that we wanted was all possible and that we were worrying way too much and 

they would sort everything. All we had to do was turn up. 

 

We really like the Art Deco period and NZ has many Art Deco towns because 

many of them were rebuilt in the 30s following a spate of Earthquakes. In the Art 

Deco town of Napier on the North Island there is an Art Deco festival over a long 

weekend in February and we wanted to be there for that. It's a remarkable festival 

with everyone dressing in period clothes and the town is full of period vehicles, 

there is traditional dancing and music in the streets and many parades showing 

off that period style. 

 

So our itinerary was based around being there for the festival. After that we were 

to tour both islands and see as much as possible in a month of touring. 

 

We set off from Heathrow in freezing early February weather and braced 

ourselves for 24 hours in the air via Dubia, Sydney and on to Auckland. The 

flying was bearable probably because we were full of anticipation. We were duly 

picked up at the airport by Paradise and taken to our Hotel in the center, our base 

for a couple of days of sightseeing including a visit to the famous Skytower 

apparently the highest tower in the Southern Hemisphere. It was warm and sunny 

in contrast to the cold UK. 
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A couple of days later 

our bike was delivered 

to the hotel complete 

with preprogrammed 

Satnav to most of our 

overnight stays which 

were all booked on our 

behalf so all we had to 

do was ride and enjoy 

the journey. We could 

use the route 

programmed or we 

could choose our own 

which we often did as 

New Zealanders are keen to point out lots of stuff that you might miss off the 

beaten track and main roads.  There is only one motorway which is mostly round 

Auckland which is often on telly here in the UK on a programme called Tin 

Siven. 

 

Ok, our first day we set off for Rotorua locally known as Rottenrua due the 

sulphur smell that hangs over the town and is a from the natural volcanic hot mud 

springs. We travelled via Hamilton where my sister worked some years earlier in 

the hospital. Then via Matamata the site of filming the Hobbit series. That 

evening we were collected from our hotel and taken to a Maori site for a touristy 

cultural evening to include a Hangi meal which is traditionally cooked in the 

ground. 

 

Our next destination was 

Napier via the Huka Falls and 

Lake Taupo for couple of days 

at the Art Deco festival. At this 

point we should say that the 

roads were almost perfect, 

smooth, undulating, very little 

traffic with great scenery. The 

GS was the perfect choice and 

performing great. Our motel 

was actually in Hastings a few 

miles from Napier. Not sure of 

the local bus service to get back to Napier our host just said no worries I'll take 
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you. This was typical of the hospitality we were to experience for the rest of the 

tour. Napier was a brilliant festival all held in warm sunshine with great 

hospitality. 

 

Next we were off to Wellington for an overnight stay and then an early morning 

3 hour ferry trip across the Cook straits to Picton on the South Island. We were a 

bit apprehensive as this ferry trip has a reputation for being a bit turbulent. 

However all was calm and a good old fry up for brekkie was had on board. 

Locals on the North Island told us we would wonder where all the people went 

when we got to the South Island.  

 

We set off from Picton on some amazing twisties on the Queen Charlotte Drive 

to our next overnight at Nelson via Havelock and a lunch stop. Nelson is a city 

we both thought we could have lived there. There was a funny story here 

regarding ear wax and its hilarious removal.  Should have stayed longer. This 

would be the start of our long anticipated tour of the west coast and Southern 

Alps.  
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Our next destination was to be Hanmer Springs via Westport and Cape Foulwind 

on the coast then turning inland to  Hanmer Springs via the Lewis Pass at 865 

mtrs an old Maori Greenstone trail. Private house lodgings here were superb. The 

owners sending us off for a relaxing afternoon in the hot springs spa resort just 

short walk away. Pre-dinner drinks with the owners then another short walk into 

town for dinner. 

 

Next day we retraced our route over the Lewis Pass and on to the old Gold rush 

town of Reefton for lunch at the old cowboy ranch style Tearooms and Bakery. 

Reefton is known as the town of light as it was the first town in the southern 

hemisphere to switch on street lighting.  

 

Then on to ride through the Buller Gorge with the road clinging to the 

Inanganhua River and on to the rugged Tasman Sea coast and down to Punakaiki 

home of the famous strange Pancake Rocks with dramatic Blow holes where the 

sea bursts through next to an amazing walkway. 

 

Fabulous meal of fresh Tuna and salad at a hut cafe on a calm warm evening at 

the beach. 
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The next day we were off to Franz 

Josef Via Hokitika the Jade 

gemstone town. We are now in 

tropical native rain forest country 

and in Franz we were fortunate to 

have good clear weather and took 

a helicopter flight over Fox and 

Franz Josef glaciers and we were 

landed on an ice field up in the 

mountains. The only place in the 

world where glaciers drop down 

through a tropical landscape and 

into the Tasman sea 

Next we were off to Queenstown 

NZs Adrenalin junky center for a 

couple of days.  via Wanaka and 

the Cardrona Range the highest 

sealed road in NZ. We didn’t opt 

for the bungee jump off the 

Kawarau Bridge. We did shoot 

over to the preserved gold rush 

town of Arrowtown via the ski 

resort of Coronet Peak a scary tight 

mountain road with no guard rails. 

 

The next destination was Te Anau 

via the crystal clear waters of Lake 

Wakatipu where the mountains drop 

straight into the lake on one side and 

the road hugs the shore on the other 

side. 

We settled into our digs, Pam 

sunned herself with a G&T on the 

balcony and our host pointed me in 

the direction of a tractor museum, 

No not GSs but real tractors and I 

was royally greeted and shown 

around by a couple guys who 

volunteer there restoring tractors and 

even some old English bikes.   
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We were in Te Anau for a couple of days because our second day highlight was a 

boat trip in Milford Sound. We were told that we would probably get wet as it 

rains 200 days a year in Milford and Blimey did it rain on the journey down 

through the Homer tunnel. We were on a small boat and it was a rainy, sunny, 

and hugely dramatic trip out to the Tasman Sea and back with massive water 

falls cascading down into the sound. To give some idea of the size of the sound 

the Queen Mary has been in there and turned around to to sail out. 

 

From Te Anau we had a choice of routes to get to our next destination which was 

Dunedin on the east coast.  We chose the long route 434kms round the south 

coast to go via Invercargill. This is to visit the Hayes Engineering shop where 

Burt Munro’s famous World’s Fastest Indian motorcycle is kept. We were made 

very welcome and the owner made us a coffee while we spoke about Burt. The 

shop is full of tools, old motorcycles and plant, brilliant. 
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Then last part of the day was a fantastic ride through the Catlins native forest 

area with sweeping bends and undulating hills before dropping down to Dunedin 

and our stay at NZs only castle. Larnach castle with sweeping views of Dunedin 

town, the Otago peninsular and the Pacific Ocean. 

 

Then a day sightseeing in Dunedin. 

 

 

The penultimate day on the bike was another off piste ride to see another lesser 

known Art Deco town of Ranfurly where we stopped for lunch. 

 

This was a incredible ride once we had cleared the confines of Dunedin we it was 

90 miles to Ranfurly  for lunch on mostly empty undulating roads where we only 

saw a couple of logging trucks and half a dozen cars. Some areas of the South 

Island really are empty.  

 

Then on to our overnight stay at Lake Tekapo via yet another glacial Lake 

Pukaki. The colour of the water is just unbelievable. 

 

Our last day on the bike took us slightly off piste yet again to take minor roads to 

Christchurch via Geraldine for lunch and then on to hand back the GS. Our 

excess luggage had been couriered down from the North Island while we 

travelled and was waiting at the bike shop, we were then whisked off to our last 

hotel and a couple of days sight seeing in Christchurch before bracing ourselves 

for the journey home. The GS was faultless in a little over 2500 miles. 

The SatNav was perfectly set up and we had no issues finding our 

accommodation. 

 

It’s a strange feeling to realise that you are on the complete opposite side of the 

planet riding a motorbike in a stunning country and it was so easy driving on the 

left, speaking English with extraordinarily friendly people.  

 

A retirement holiday to live long in the mind. 

 

Rob and Pam Day 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

 
 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 Ride Leader, Richard Ockelton 
 

 Robert Baker    Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Karl Grimwade 

 Dave Frankin    Glyn Hill    Dean Harris    Trevor Read 

 David Wood 
 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Chris Bond  Roy Cribb 

 Martin Drury    Alex Jones    Nigel Pye    Tim Wash 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman    Kevin Bolt 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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SAM Search engine 
https://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/members 

Website Builder Wanted 
Our website is old and tired (I know the feeling) and is built on 

now outdated technology. Our current webmaster Mike is 

valiantly keeping it going but he has been planning his 

retirement for some time now so we must face facts and do 

something other than continue to take advantage of his good 

nature. 

Is there a SAM Member out there with the skills and willingness 

to build our club a new website? We don’t necessarily expect it 

for nothing but there’s no harm in trying! 

There need not be any ongoing commitment as we have a 

volunteer to oversee future content management. 

If you think you might be the person we are looking for please 

make contact via any of the SAM IT & Communications 

subcommittee namely Mike Roberts, Les Smith, Martin Drury, 

Eric Aldridge. Email addresses and phone numbers are in the 

front of the magazine. 

Any technical questions should go to Mike or Les only please – 

(Eric and I are just note takers and facilitators!) 

 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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Editorial 
Following on from our chairman, 

the daffodils are coming on nicely, 

Snowdrop’s are out in full force 

here, this is the time of year when 

pruning is quite important, 

otherwise things can get a bit wild in 

the summer. 

 

Oh sorry got carried away, it’s hard 

to write something for the gardening 

magazine.  Er I mean our prestigious 

magazine  

 

Bike is still waiting an MOT, and it’s not because of lockdown, it’s because the 

rider hasn’t changed the vital part and has dug up the drive to put in land drains. 

Even the bicycle has a flat tyre….  

 

On the bright side I’ve booked a place on the SAM challenge, but first I have to 

get Mrs Editor on as pillion, that might be a greater challenge….  

 

The vaccine is being rolled out and a lot of our members have had the first dose, 

as I’m relatively “young” I don’t expect I’ll be anywhere near a list for a while. 

 

 

Safe Riding 

 

Felix... Editor 
 

 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….  
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Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 
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Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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Social Rides 

 

Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 

 No more than 5 in a group. 

 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of the 

above. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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  Mud  
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Recently read editor begging comment in the latest SAM 

Observer about wanting some photos.  So, feeling 

incredibly sorry for him (hate seeing a grown man cry) 

I've attached a few that I took when I visited the IoM a few 

years ago, One of them shows the Joey Dunlop Memorial, 

another of my VFR (now sadly replaced last October with 

my CBR650R) at The Bungalow, and the others at the TT 

Start area.  

Stay safe, keep well and best wishes, 

 

Tom Coomber 
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