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The cover picture is from André Castle to accompany his article on his trip to 

South Africa. 

Please send in Pictures for our 2022 magazines 

 

 

 
SWM 650R  
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Closing date for copy – Monday after club night.  Send via e-mail or on a USB 

memory stick (which will be returned) The Editor reserves the right to edit, 

amend or omit as he feels fit. 

 

 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 

All Official Correspondence to:  
 

 
 

The Secretary, Eric Aldridge. 
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Chairman’s 

Chat 
 

Hello everyone – and goodbye! 

 

Yes, I am bidding you a fond farewell as 

Chairman at this month’s AGM after only two 

years in post. I would have become ineligible for 

the position in June anyway so the Committee 

agreed it would be easier all round to make the 

change now at the AGM. 

 

I’ve enjoyed our little chats each month even 

though they have been largely if not entirely one way – a point that may well 

have been to my advantage! 

 

One aspect that has taxed me from the start, and hasn’t got any easier over the 

past two years, is trying to think of something interesting to chat about each 

month. I quickly gave up on the ‘interesting’ part in favour of trying to think of 

anything at all to chat about – interesting or not!  

 

This month I have literally been saved by the bell – my door bell that is. Yes, as I 

sit here struggling for words the DPD driver has just made a Covid safe delivery 

of a new seat for my H2 SX, and that has provided some limited inspiration for 

something to say.  

 

I suppose it must be difficult for manufacturers to design a seat that will suit all 

prospective riders, but judging from all the upholsterers and aftermarket 

manufacturers supplying upgrades and add-ons, there are a lot of us who get a 

pain in the proverbial during a long ride on a standard seat. It’s also worth noting 

that many manufacturers now offer a ‘comfort’ seat as an upgrade option on a 

new bike or as an aftermarket purchase. They’re almost telling you that the 

standard seat is not much more than a foam covered plank! 

 

Of course it’s not just the seat padding that makes the difference, its also the 

shape and contouring, which the independent aftermarket suppliers seem to be 

able to improve with their re-modelling expertise, and that’s what attracted me to 

my new purchase – it’s spreading the load so to speak. I did try a ‘Wild Ass’ air 

cushion (basically the same as an Air Hawk) but I took it off after one trip as I 
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found that with a slightly forward sloping seat contour I was forever rolling 

forward with the nether regions being uncomfortably pressed up against the 

petrol tank! So that got put up in the garage loft along with all the various fly 

screens, panniers, silencers and other accessories and spares which are no longer 

wanted, are too good to throw out,  but I never get round to selling. 

 

So, I think I’ve now just about filled the allotted article space for this month, and 

I’ve also exhausted my uncomfortable seat situation without once mentioning 

‘bum’! Oh no! That’s done it -  bum! bum! bum! 

 

Well, if I can’t leave you on a high note, I’ll just have to leave you on a bum 

note! Oooooh cheeky! 

 

Cheers for now. 

 

Stick to the system and happy riding. 
 

Martin 

 

 

 

New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Richard Carter   Rhia Emerick   Finian Perth 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
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SAM Membership Subs are now due 

As the title says, SAM membership subs are now due! 

If you have already paid or if you pay by Standing Order, you can sit back with a 

secret smile on your face knowing that you’ve done the right thing! 

For those of you who have not paid yet, SAM’s preferred method of payment is 

by Standing Order (known as STO).  

Standing Orders are quick, easy and completely secure as YOU are in TOTAL 

control. 

To set up a Standing Order, simply click on the following link to download and 

print a copy of the Standing Order Form 

https://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/MembershipRenewal2020v2.pdf 

Complete the Standing Order form and send it to your bank, or if you have 

internet banking facilities, use the details on the form to set up a regular payment 

via your bank’s online services. 

 

If payment by Standing Order is not possible, payment by bank transfer (known 

as BACS) is perfectly acceptable. Our details are; 

Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists,  

Sort Code: 20-92-08, Account No: 10363650. 

 

The cost of renewal remains, yet again, unchanged at £22 for a member and £25 

for rider/pillion joint members. 

 

Unfortunately, in the current situation, SAM still cannot accept payment by 

cheque or cash. 

 

If, for whatever reason, you cannot pay by either the STO or BACS options, 

please contact me directly and we will find another way.  

 

Stay safe,  

Bryan Duncan, SAM Treasurer 

duncan173@btinternet.com 

01728 688864 - 07879 654122 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the 4
th

 Wednesday evening every month, SAM holds 

its monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of important 

rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively banter all 

aimed at improving your ride based on the information in the 

Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 

 

Next theory night meeting will be February 23
th

 2022 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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Smile.Amazon 
 

I know that most of you help SAM by signing up for Gift Aid where you can, but 

there is now another way to help SAM whether or not you pay any Income Tax. 
 

It’s called Smile.Amazon 
 

You all know and probably use AMAZON.Co.UK for all sorts of purchases. 
 

Well, Amazon have set up a system whereby any purchase that you make will 

result in a small donation (.5%) to a charity of your choice. 
 

Obviously we would like that charity to be Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists. 
 

If your household is anything like mine, someone will have ordered something 

from Amazon before you have finished reading this article! 
 

So to initially register, you must use a computer/laptop as you cannot register 

through a tablet. However, once you have registered you can use a tablet, but you 

must do it via your browser. Smile.Amazon cannot work through the normal 

Amazon app. 
 

1. Using your laptop or computer’s browser, type in smile.amazon.co.uk  

and click to open. 

2. Click on: Get Started 

3. Log-in to Amazon using your normal log-in user name and password 

4. The ‘Start by picking your charity’ window opens 

5. In the search box, type: Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists. Click ‘search’ 

6. Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists appears as option. Click ‘select’ 

7. Tick the ‘Yes’ box’ (It’s just a reminder how to log-in in the future). 

You only have to do the above once. 
 

You get an email thanking you for registering with Amazon Smile, and 

reminding you how to log-in in the future. 
 

 

In future always log-in via: smile.amazon.co.uk 
 

The top menu bar displays ‘smile.amazon.co.uk’ and your selected charity (top 

left of screen).  
 

Hover your mouse over the ‘Supporting: Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists’  and 

the dropdown box provides further information about your selected charity, such 

as donations etc. and a link for more instructions about how to set-up the 

‘Amazon Shopping App’ on your mobile phone. 
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REMEMBER – You cannot set this up via the Amazon App on a Tablet (at the 

moment). However after you have first registered you can use a tablet if you use 

the tablet's normal browser i.e., Bing, Google. Safari, etc., to look up 

Smile.Amazon.co.uk 
 

This does not cost you a single penny to use and any benefits that you currently 

get from things like Amazon Prime, for example, are totally unaffected. 
 

So at no cost to yourself, you can assist SAM by signing up to this great deal. 
 

Regards, 
 

Bryan Duncan 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Day 5 Into the Kigali 
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 Rwanda re-visited 
 

You may recall I made the most of a day off work the last time I was working in 

Rwanda, just days before ‘2020BC (before covid era)’. This taster trip whetted 

my appetite with a trip with a local tour company Africa Adventure Motorcycle 

tours going up to the North West near to the Gorilla's in the mist Volcanoes on 

the Congo/Uganda border mostly by road. 

 

Well I promised I’d go back but had no idea quite how long it was going to take 

so fast forward 20 months and guess where I am! Yes having completed a 2 week 

training delivery at the all new Power Station in the South East/Burundi Border I 

hot footed back to the City to connect up with Flavio one of the owners of the 

tour company for a ‘no holds barred’ trip of the country using mainly tracks and 

trails, probably 80% trails and 20% road…..what could possibly go wrong? 

 

 My levels of fitness – BC were much better 

 The malaria tablets make me dizzy, nauseous and other amazing night-time 

side effects! 

 My somewhat limited off road experience V Flavios pedigree ‘motocross 

competition background’ 

 The fact that most of Rwanda is quite close to 1,500m to 2,500m above sea 

level 

 The UK playing silly buggers with South Africa and adding random 

African countries to the red list 

 

But come on, everything will be ok, you wanted an adventure ‘just shut up and 

ride the bike’! 

 

So here I am sitting on the SWM 650 waiting for the ‘thumbs up’. Day one, lets 

take it gently and head up to Musanze (Gorilla capital) but entirely off road (we 

did actually cross one road all day!) 250kms of track, well roads rather than 

single tracks mostly, the road surface is ‘rock or compacted mud’ with a fine 

layer of gritty volcanic sand in other places. The main challenge here is the 

slopes, just bear in mind they call Rwanda the ‘land of a thousand hills’ for a 

reason. The slopes have gullies formed by the rain water that weave randomly 

across the track creating a mini ravine in places maybe 300mm deep, just wide 

enough for a front tyre...if you get my drift. The slopes also consist of washed out 

rock sections that add to the fun of maintaining momentum on a 160kg bike. 
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I was watching carefully Flavio’s line and trying to keep up as I think his 

‘forced’ break from tour riding was meaning we had a spirited ride! I can’t say I 

particularly like Musanze, like a lot of tourist hot spots it seems a bit spoilt. It’s 

Gorilla Central so lot’s of rich tourists willing to pay £1500 to go and sit with a 

Gorilla for 2 hours…. We stayed in the same hotel as Diane Fossey, the lady who 

became famous for the protection of these majestic beasts after being shot by 

poachers. 

 

Day 2 – Saw us head out of town and hooking up with the Congo – Nile Trail, 

now when your guide says “shall we go this way” he reckoned we stood a 60% 

chance of passing through….go on then I came for an adventure lets try it. What 

he perhaps did not make clear was that most of the bridges had been washed 

away back in April and the chances were they would not have been repaired. We 

looked at the first washed out crossing, I think we both seriously thought about 

turning back, but then the village turned out to egg us on and attempt the 

crossing. Basically they threw rocks up out of the river bed to make us a small 

ramp and then we slid the bikes down into the river, start engines and ride up the 

opposite bank powered by Rwanda’s finest pushing from behind. For this service 

‘Franc’s were exchanged with the Village elders and off we go...the lads run off 

ahead of us and Flavio starts to shake his head we are now trapped and the boy’s 

clearly know this ‘check mate’! So for the next 5 crossings we had a new 

challenge, bridges were made from a few logs or bikes were physically dragged 

up the banks by the lad’s singing their hearts out knowing it was ‘pay day again’. 

After 3 crossings I lay beaten on the side of the track only to be told by Flavio I 

had no choice but to ride out of this section or it would be dark! Adventures are 

made of this stuff, we made it a total of 6 crossings and 200kms duly completed. 
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Day 3- lets do some road work today, ‘music to my ears’ after yesterdays, Jeux 

sans frontières, (it’s a knockout). What an amazing day, we followed Lake Kivu 

South on the Rwandan side, this meant getting close to Congo/Uganda borders a 

few times...sometimes a bit too close. I’d been told not to bring any camouflage 

clothing and I began to understand why, as the borders are patrolled by rather 

fierce looking soldiers stationed just in the edge of the rain forest. The road was 

truly stunning, built by the Chinese it smoothly follows the contours of the lake 

rising and falling over the headlands like some crazy Chinese Dragon, it offers 

glimpses of the lake which is so stunning from the road positioned high up above 

it’s glistening waters. But beware, this lake has a hidden danger, lurk within this 

tranquil setting Kivu is a melting pot of natural chaos, it is known as the worlds 

most dangerous lake, due to the under surface volcanic activity that could lead to 

poisonous gasses or even a tsunami if the volcano erupts under water! 
 

 

This simply amazing road would bring tears to the eyes of any biker, it’s not over 

tight it’s just a continuous flow of magical bends that are never ending. 

 

Along the way we had a short ‘interlude’ where we broke off down a 3km track 

to visit a Coffee Washing Station to see where the bean begins it’s journey, the 

Rwandan’s are very proud of their coffee heritage and rightly so. 
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Our journey continued with a break on ‘pole position’ as we head East into the 

Nygumwe National forest the temperature dipped a few degrees as we climbed 

steeply into the forest gaining altitude with every twist and turn in the road, the 

extra challenge here was the local black and white colubus monkeys that frequent 

the road side and the steep banks of rainforest that tower above you. Trying to 

spot ‘monkeys’ brings a new distraction as you try and remain focussed on 

staying on the road as it weaves along the border through the impenetrable 

jungle/rain forest. There’s also a lot of military presence here and these guy’s 

melt into the forest and disappear in front of you, ‘keep focussed on the road, 

don’t make eye contact and don’t stop to take any photo’s’ seemed to be the best 

approach! 

 

It was later that evening, we broke another simple rule…..never drive in the dark 

in Africa! Ooh my word this brings a whole new dimension to ‘observation’ try 

driving into the local town where no one (not even police cars) have lights. The 

cyclists and local ‘taxi bikers’ are completely mad and seem to drive with little 

regard to any traffic rules. I have never been so glad to see a hotel carpark, what 

a nightmare, so that’s one rule I need not break again! 
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Day 4 –our penultimate day and another epic day unfolds, this was a mixed 

fortune, we started the day on some really tough and aggressive sections of track 

then broke out onto a road section where the Chinese have set about building a 

dual carriage way from East to West across the centre of the country, so we had 

the luxury of some fine tarmac that swept away into the distance across the open 

plains or savanna. We stopped on one section that reminded me of the first Mad 

Max film….if you remember the bit where they ran down the family. Quite odd 

really, huge sections of this road were just the sand base where we could get to 

grips with riding in soft sand at speed….it’s just stopping that’s an issue! Simple 

advice here was keep up the pace and keep accelerating don’t slow down. 
 

 
 

Our destination for tonight was the rather plush Rhino Lodge on the very edge of 

the ‘plains’ of the Kisagara Safari Park/Reserve. This area is massive, with a 

huge lake in the centre of the valley, it’s home to many wild animals including 

Africa’s top five which considering its less than 2 hours from the airport is 

amazing. Apparently the reserve don’t let bikers in to ride around, something to 

do with the Leopards liking the crunchy outer coating of bike armour and the soft 

squishy bit in the middle! The SWM’s are quick but I don’t think I fancy my 

chances of out manoeuvring a hungry 60 Kph pussy cat! 
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Our last day takes us full circle and back to the Capital Kigali, we rode through 

the valleys across bridges and one deep wide river crossing. Our journey took us 

through the ‘rice paddy fields’ which are extensive and are greeted as usual with 

a wave and curious glances as we pass by, in the villages the whole village erupts 

with whistles and shouts and the ever hopeful chance that you might wheelie 

through the village (definitely not me). We finally tighten up as we penetrate the 

City roads where every sense is on high alert as you jostle for position and 

progress is measured in inches! Finally we arrive back at the HQ for Africa 

Adventures and remarkably we are still both in one piece, I stupidly managed to 

allow the sun to burn my neck by not making sure I was fully covered up, 

Flavio’s SWM had a forkseal leak but it didn’t seem to phase him that he had 

hardly any front brake! 

 

So what else should I point out, well here’s a few handy hints. 

 

Since my last trip there are many more safety camera’s I’m not quite sure why 

speed is the primary concern, when most vehicles are so poorly maintained and 

generally couldn't make the speed limit unless going down hill. The fines for 

speeding are considerable, reportably 50,000 Francs which is about £35 a time. 

This obviously to the locals is perhaps a month’s wages. 

 

Stopping for a quick bite to eat…..forget it. Ordering lunch, a minimum of an 

hour to get a coffee, 2 or 3 hours if you order a 3 course meal! We ordered as 

soon as we got to our hotels and made sure the Chef knew when we wanted to be 

served. 

 

“This is Africa”, one of Flavio’s favourite sayings with a shrug of the shoulders. 

As he says “in Europe you have the watch…...In Africa we have the Time”. 

 

You are never alone, what’s remarkable about Rwanda is the 12 million 

population is thinly spread across every square metre of this landscape, stop your 

bike and within seconds, one or two locals will appear remarkably to stand and 

watch….stop for a few minutes and the ‘jungle telephone’ is ringing hot and 

within 10 minutes most the village have rocked up, just to come and be part of 

the occasion. 

 

Going for quick wee in the woods is a complete no no, it would instantly become 

a spectator sport! One thing that is remarkable here is that the kids seem to spend 

most their day in the roadside drainage ditches and head’s pop up from anywhere 

and everywhere as you pass. This is not a country where it would be safe to ‘blast 

along’ you literally need to plan for anything….I mean anything. Suicidal goats, 
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chickens, pigs, cows as well as the locals just wandering about. Cyclists, well this 

is the main form of heavy goods vehicle in Africa and these guys push stunningly 

heavy loads up hills and roll down the other side using their feet as brakes. The 

loads are exceptional and you begin after a few days to become complacent... 

there is nothing you can’t put on a bike. 

 

Finally, you need to go with an open mind do not try to go and compare or 

contrast how we live, accept that there is another way, another attitude and 

immerse yourself in the way of life…..’this is Africa’. 

 

André Castle 
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Ride Leaders 
 

 
 

 

Social Ride Coordinator 
 

 Trevor Read 

 

Ride Leaders 
 

 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Kevin Bolt    Chris Bond 

 Martin Drury    Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Dave Frankin 

 Karl Grimwade    Glyn Hill    Alex Jones     Richard Ockelton 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman    David Wood 
 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at The Cottage, Thunder Lane,  

Thorpe St Andrew. NR7 0JD 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  07787 532635 

Secretary,  Paul Milner,  07834 600665 

 

 

SAM Events for your Diary 

2021 
Please see website and magazine for updates 

 

February 2022 
 

Wednesday 16
th

 
 
 SAM Group Night. AGM Announcements at 

19:30~22:00 Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre 

Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Bar serving drinks, including teas and 

coffees. 
 

Saturday 19
th

  Saturday Jaunt to Grumpys, meet 12:00 Tesco, 

Martlesham 
 

Thursday 23rd   Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 
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learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Planning and Positioning Contact: Paul 

Ballard. Meet in The Board Room 
 

March 2022 
 

Wednesday 2nd SAM Committee meeting 19:30~22:00. Kesgrave War 

Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 

1JF 
 

Sunday 6
th

  Breakfast Run to Wings Northweald Airfield, meet at 

Beacon Hill Services at 09:00 for a 09:30 departure 

 

Saturday, 12
th

   Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary School, 292 

Sidegate Lane, Ipswich IP4, For more details please contact Observer: Matthew 

Barker 
 

Wednesday 16
th

 
 
  SAM Group Night. Announcements followed by 

Guest speaker 19:30~22:00 at Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, 

Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Bar serving drinks, 

including teas and coffees. 
 

Saturday 19
th

    Saturday Jaunt to Café 33, meet at Copdock behind 

B&M at 11:45 for a 12:00 departure.  
 

Thursday 23rd   Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Acceleration, Gears & Braking Contact: 

Paul Ballard. Meet in The Board Room 

 

April 2022 

 

Wednesday 6
th

   SAM Committee meeting 19:30~22:00. Kesgrave War 

Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 

1JF 
 

Wednesday 20
th

 
 
  SAM Group Night. Announcements followed by 

Guest speaker 19:30~22:00 at Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, 

Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Bar serving drinks, 

including teas and coffees. 
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Sunday, 24
th

   Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary School, 292 

Sidegate Lane, Ipswich IP4, For more details please contact Observer: Matthew 

Barker 
 

Thursday 23rd   Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Overtaking Contact: Paul Ballard. Meet in 

The Board Room 

 

 

 

 

 
Parked in front of Dunluce Castle on the Causeway Coast of Northern Ireland. 

By Bryan Duncan 
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OBSERVERS WANTED!  
To join the team 

 

Observers are a valuable asset to the club and give of their time freely in the 

interests of improving Motorcycle Road Safety. To ensure we continue with the 

amazing work of the current team I am organising an Observer assessment day, 

for those members who are interested in trying out for this demanding role. 

Assessments will take place in March 2022, but before you send that email or 

grab the phone and call, let me give you some of the facts.   

 

The assessment day will be long and tiring; you will be assessed by members of 

our current National Observer team throughout the day. After the festivities have 

ceased you will be told if you have the qualities to become an observer, when 

successful you will be able to commence SAM observer training at a later date 

(to be confirmed).  

 

Being an Observer for SAM requires a number of qualities; you need to be;  

 

 Committed to improving the standard of riding for yourself and others. 

 Have very good communication skills  

 Commit time to the training.  

 You should have a good knowledge of Roadcraft and be able to put across 

the concepts to people from all backgrounds and abilities.  

 Be riding to at least the IAM test standard and have enough concentration 

left to observe another rider.  

 Be a fully paid up member of SAM and the IAM.  

 Have loads of patience.  

 Be able to give freely of your time to observe. 

 Attend regular refresher training sessions with other Observers, Support 

SAM organised events and share your skills with others.  

 

The training process.  

Following successful selection on the Assessment day, you will need to commit 

to attending three evening classroom training sessions of around 2 hours 

duration, these will be done shortly after (date to be confirmed). Then there will 

then be a number of practical assessments which will focus on your riding, 

communications skills and teaching ability, each of which will be driven by you. 

You would be expected to have completed all of this within a year, so that we 

can make use of your new found skills.  
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I make no apologies for the tough process, however, there is a minimum national 

standard required and this is verified by the Institute of the Motor Industry (IMI) 

where upon success you will have earned an external qualification endorsed by 

them. The programme is designed not only to get the right people with the 

correct skills but also with the right attitude.  

 

If you have not been put off by now and you are still keen then please send The 

Chief Observer - Paul Ballard an Email pgb284@gmail.com with your contact 

number to book your place. Closing date for applications will be 28
th

 February 

2022. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 

Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 

Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 

What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 

Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 

Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
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ADVERTS 

Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 

T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 

All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 

 

 

 

SAM Members Social Ride Charter 
 

On 15
th

 November Group Night there was an EGM to consider the proposal for 

the members to adopt a Social Ride Charter and no longer use the Social Ride 

Policy. 
 

There were 28 members in attendance.We needed 5% of the membership (13) 

therefore there were sufficient numbers to continue the EGM. 
 

Richard Ockelton chaired the EGM. 
 

Introduction 
 

All SAM members had received an invite to the EGM and details of the proposed 

Members Social Ride Charter by email prior to the meeting (23/10/21) and this 

was confirmed by those present. 
 

Richard clarified that the Charter would remove the potential for a ‘damages 

claim’ by a member (or his family) against the Committee members should the 

rider be involved in an incident on a social ride. Despite their best efforts the 

Committee could not obtain a clear and precise confirmation of this type of 

protection from the SAM/IAM insurer or their agent for Social type rides. The 

aim of the Charter was to take the ownership of the Social Ride Policy from the 

SAM Committee and for the SAM members to adopt the MSRC as their own 

Charter and was totally within their control and management. 
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Amendments 
 

There had been 4 emailed letters of concern from the membership before 10
th
 

November to the Secretary. 
 

Richard presented each one. All related to overtaking within the group. Each was 

discussed. It was agreed that there were exceptions for Overtaking within the 

group but these were rare. Allowing Overtaking within the group was fraught 

with potential safety issues and on most social rides not required. 
 

Example: 

The following is an example of permitted overtaking. If someone broke down or 

felt unwell. Once the rider was checked to be okay the group would continue in a 

revised order. 
 

Other matters were discussed briefly but these did not relate to the MSRC 
 

Vote: Resolution 1 Amendment 
 

A vote to amend the Charter was taken as to whether to allow overtaking within 

the group or not allow it.  
 

Result: The Amendment was accepted (26 For/2 Against) 
 

Vote: Resolution 2 MSRC 
 

A vote was taken on whether the membership would adopt the MSCR For / 

against with the amendment to Overtaking (Resolution 1) 
 

Result: The Members Social Ride Charter (MSRC) was accepted 
 

Vote: Resolution 3 Election of Members Social Ride Coordinator  
 

Richard asked for nominations for this role. Trevor Read was the only 

nomination. 
 

Result: Trevor was unanimously elected by the members  
 

Following the voting Martin Drury returned to the chair. 
 

Martin highlighted that this was the SAM members Charter and if they felt there 

was an issue with The Social Ride Charter’s method/operation they should in the 

first instance discuss their concern with Trevor (MSRC). If a change was 

necessary a further EGM could be arranged within the scope of the SAM/IAM 

constitution and the membership decides any necessary change. 
 
 

  Mud  
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Editorial 
 

Nights are drawing out, The weather 

is still mid-winter with a frost most 

nights which means I have to clean 

the windscreen of the van in the 

mornings. Driving to get diesel the 

other morning a branch decided it 

had had enough of life and landed 

on my windscreen and went out 

with a bang, gosh insurance has 

rocketed which was almost double 

my excess from the last screen. At 

least I can say I had a smashing time…   

 

Yet the daffodils are starting to poke their heads out of the ground, the birds are 

getting in a tweeter, we have a flock of blackbirds that sit on the very last twig in 

the top of the trees and sing their hearts out, go out at dusk and the cacophony is 

simply stunning, Time for the fire pit, coat and a beer…  

 

As for the poor GTR it’s still hibernating.  Of course what has compounded the 

issue is 20 tonnes of gravel for the drive…. Might prove fun. 

 

As I have mention before I feel it’s time that I stand down as editor and let a 

more able person hold the gold quill, so if you would like to take over please let 

yourself be know as soon as possible before the AGM 

 

Safe Riding  Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….  
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Note from Editor 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 

 

 

 

 

Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 

 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
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Lake Muhazi  
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View of Volcanoes 


