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Thoughts of a 

Temporary Chairman 
 

Welcome all to 2008. 

 

What a good turn out for our Christmas party.  Made our treasurer a happy 

man.  Thanks to Keith Wright and his YTS kitchen staff who provided an 

excellent buffet.  To all our guests, our fashion models and all those who tried 

to get into Bev’s big knickers. 

 

As we move into 2008 we have seven potential observers in the observer 

training scheme.  These should be coming on stream early spring.  So any 

associate members awaiting allocation – be patient.  Give a thought to our 

existing observers who carry on with observed rides all year round, as well as 

fitting in ongoing observer training sessions, so associates don’t make it harder 

for them by not making your commitment.  If your observer feels weather 

conditions suitable for a ride to take place, then go for it. 

 

Your committee are working hard to make 2008 a full year of motorcycling 

pleasure with events and trips throughout the year, starting early with a trip 

organised by John Morgan over the weekend of Friday, 28
th
 Feb – Sunday 2

nd
 

March to the Wye Valley.  Do speak to John if you have any doubts about what 

to expect.  The trip is an easy ride and John want’s to encourage new members 

to join him.  Do support these events this year if you can. 

 

Next month sees our AGM.  Do not be put off coming.  S.A.M. has this off to a 

fine art.  Blink and you’ll miss it. 

 

We will know by the time you read this how many of our existing committee 

are standing for re-election.  This does not mean the rest of you can sink back 

into your seats for another 12 months.  Nominations are much preferred to the 

arm twisting method of recruiting new committee members.  But you can’t 

nominate someone without their consent. 

 

Ride Safe. 

 

Keith 

 



The SAM Observer January 2008 Page 5 

Secretary’s Scribbles 
Did Santa bring you what you 

wanted?  Well he didn’t bring me 

the Ducati 1098 I asked for, but 

there’s always next Christmas. 

What he did bring me were a set of 

Monsterbooster helmet headphones. 

You may remember that in an 

earlier “Secretary’s Scribbles” I 

was looking for a way to hear the 

instructions from my sat. nav. 

system, as well as see them.  I have 

a love / hate relationship with my 

sat. nav.  I much prefer maps and “dead reckoning” to find my way around the 

area but when it’s late at night after a long journey, in a strange city, I’m 

hungry and it’s starting to rain and my hotel seems to be at the wrong end of a 

badly designed one way system, I’m delighted to accept any help I can get, 

(computerised or not!) 

 

What I don’t like is looking down at a tiny screen whilst negotiating often 

manic foreign traffic.  I could just about accept a computerised voice telling me 

to “turn left ahead”.  My early Garmin system has a woman’s voice that always 

seems to sneer at me.  When “she” says “recalculating” I can almost hear her 

add “I wouldn’t have to be doing this if you’d acted on my last direction!”)  

She never says things like “I think we should have left the motorway at that 

last junction we passed” as my human navigator has been known to say. 

 

Anyway the Monsterboosters link well by cable to my sat. nav. (no Bluetooth 

here), but try as I may I can not get the things to fit in my helmet!  They either 

fall straight out, bruise my ears, or make strange thrumming noises that are 

impossible to decipher (or usually all three).  The annoying thing is this is only 

true of my “best helmet”, my BMW SportIntegral which I keep for leisure use 

only.  They fit and work perfectly in my “commuting,” cheapo KBC helmet.  

You may be seeing more of me in a tatty KBC helmet from now on! 

 

Finally during the Christmas break I’ve been idly “surfing the web” as you do, 

and have found a superb web site for a road user nerd like me.  It’s 

www.pathetic.org.uk.  It’s dedicated to the motorways of the UK and there’s 

more than you’ll ever want to know about our motorway system.   
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For example: did you know that Britain’s shortest motorway is the A635(M) in 

Manchester at only 300 metres long?  Also the A601(M) (again in Lancashire) 

has only two lanes, no hard shoulders, only a double white line down the centre 

and it ends in a T junction controlled by traffic lights (meaning the traffic lights 

often cause the motorway to completely clog. ) 
 

What I also didn’t know is that we have a “Heritage Motorway”.  This is the 

8 mile long M45 near Rugby.  Because it was effectively “bypassed” by the 

M1 and M6 before it was ready for use, it is perhaps Britain’s least used 

motorway.  Now it has “period listing” so bridges, signs etc. cannot be 

updated.  (But it did get a central barrier for safety reasons).  Driving along it is 

like going back to the 1960’s.  The signs are the old “wavy” type that were 

removed from the Highway Code some time ago.  I’m so intrigued that I 

propose to lead a Sunday run out there in the summer…want to join me? 

If you don’t want to use the bike why not use a Mk1 Cortina or Austin A40? 
 

Finally, if you’re reading this at the January group night, then you must know 

it’s Mike Robert’s fiendish quiz time.  Here’s one to get you in the mood: 
 

In which area of Outstanding Natural Beauty would you find the 1 mile long 

M96 and why is it unlikely that anyone from the group has ever travelled on it? 
 

Happy New Year 
 

Martin 
 

 

P.S. Travelodge are having a January sale.  Thousands of rooms are available 

in May, June and July for only £9. 
 

I've booked a room in Knutsford on a Sunday in July...so after watching the 

British Superbikes at Oulton Park, instead of making the long journey home 

down the M6 and A14 late at night, the following day I can revisit the 

motorcycling playgound of my youth, the Peak District National Park...want to 

join me? 
 

New Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent new associate members: 
 

David Atienza  Norman Cooper  Philip Harris Luke Milbourne 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

we will put that right.
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Carole Nash Insurance 
Motorcycle insurers Carol Nash are now "rewarding" SAM with a £ 20-00 

incentive for each new group member who takes out a new policy. The free 

phone number to call is 0800 083 4422, contact name is Barry Dixon. 

 

Please quote to Carol Nash number 1597 this will ensure that SAM get the 

money. This offer does not apply to renewals 

 

Bennetts Insurance 
If you take out a new policy with Bennetts please quote T2983 (Training 

School Number) as this will earn SAM £30. 

Please note, if you buy online you will have to phone Bennetts with this 

number.  This offer does not apply to renewals. 

Academy Of Motorcycling 
DSA - Approved Motorcycle Training 

CBT - Compulsory Basic Training 

DAS - Direct Access Scheme 
Courses & Individual Lessons 

Standard Test Training 

Advanced Riding Techniques 
(RoSPA Diploma Qualified Instructor) 

Excellent All Week Training Facilities 

Prices Guaranteed to be Unbeatable 

Check Prices & Availability then Book Online 

www.AcademyOfMotorcycling.co.uk 

Tel:  01449  775776 

Calls Taken All Week 8 till 8 
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Caption Competition 
 

November’s caption was Keith Locke with a rather large slice of sponge cake. 

The winner was Phil Giles with: 
 

“Always up for as Wedgie” 

 

For anyone who doesn’t know what a Wedgie is, here is a definition: 
 

A Wedgie is the condition of having one’s underwear pulled up resulting in 

them being “wedged” between the buttocks, often as the result of a practical 

joke. 

 

Come up with funniest caption for this photo tonight, taken by Keith Locke and 

win a bottle of wine. 

 

Write your name and caption on a slip provided and post it in the competition 

box.  Good Luck! 

 

Judging will be performed by the Editor, with help from the committee and the 

winner will be announced at the end of the evening. 

 

Please send your photos, electronic or hard copy (which will be returned) to the 

Editor for selection in next month’s edition. 

 

P.S. Please don’t send images sourced from publications / the Internet, 

 as they are Copyright protected and SAM can’t afford the law suite! 
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This Internet shop allows you to purchase regalia of the Suffolk Advanced 

Motorcyclists group. All profits will go to SAM's charity which is Riding For 

The Disabled.  

Samples are on display and for purchase on Group Nights. See Mrs. Terry 

Brooker for details and to view a printed version of the catalogue. 

 

http://sam.spreadshirt.net 

   

   

   

NB. This is just a small selection of the items available. There are over 90 

items in various colour combinations. If you want something with different 

colour combinations, just ask and we will see what we can do. 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

Motorcyclist First Aid Training 
 

First Aid Training with St John’s Ambulance has been provisionally booked 

for Saturday 16
th
 and 23

rd
 February, which will take place at the old ambulance 

station in Bramford.  The cost of the course is £55.00 + VAT total £64.63 

If you have already put your name down for this course, or would like to 

(limited places are available), please contact Keith Gilbert to arrange payment 

and your choice of date. 

 

What is a Good Service? 
 

Find out on Tuesday, 19th February with a visit to Mototechniks' workshop at 

Stowmarket.  Luke and Simon are opening their workshops from 7.00 pm for a 

visit by S.A.M. members.  They will cover all aspects of motorcycle servicing, 

also tyre and accessory selection and fitting.  The clothing and accessory 

department will be open with a 10% discount for all purchases. 
 

This visit has been organised by Karl Hale.  Please contact Karl on 01359 

241552 to register your interest.  First come, first served, maximum of 25. 
 

Motortechniks are at Mill street, Stowupland, just off A1120.  

Telephone 01449 775 775. 

 

S.A.M. Kart Grand Prix 
 

The social evening of the year!  Show us that you’re the best thing since 

Michael Schumacher (or that you’re just as awful as the rest of us!) 

At the Anglia Indoor Karting Centre, Farthing Road Industrial Estate, Ipswich 
 

• When: Friday 29
th
 February 2008. (Subject to confirmation). 

• What time: 6.30 pm. for a 7.00pm start. 

• How many people needed: Min. 5/max over 40 

• Cost: £43 each (5-29), £38 (30-39), £32 (40+) 

• Insurance: £1.50 each extra. 

• What do you get: Briefing, practice laps, 5 races each, semi-finals. Top 6 

drivers in final. Trophies for 1
st
., 2

nd
. & 3

rd
. Bubbly! 

• I don’t want to race: Come and support. Food and drinks available. 

• When do I pay: £10 deposit on January group night, remainder at 

February group night. (Cheques please – or post them to the Secretary, 

address at the front of this magazine.) 
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Outline of Weekend trip to the Wye Valley 
 

If your interested in a trip to the Wye Valley over a long weekend of Friday the 

29th February, Sat 1st & Sun 2nd March 2008 (details in the December edition ) 

please contact John Morgan. 

 

tel 01473-711699 (H)   or -264165 (W)  email   jp10.morgan@gmail.com 

 

 

North West 200 
 

I have agreed to lead another trip to this event in 2008.  For those of you who 

don’t know about the event it is the fastest race track in the world with the 

racing held on closed roads.  Top riders such as Michael Rutter and John Mc 

Guinness will be appearing. 

 

Ferries get booked up very quickly either side of the event. I have booked mine 

and will be leaving from Cairnryan on 14
th
 May at 16.30.  I will be returning 

from Larne on 18
th
 May at 07.30.  The cost at present for one person and a bike 

is £70 return. 

 

I will make enquiries as to hotels but last time we stayed in my hometown of 

Derry.  As usual I will organise some rideouts on the roads I learned to ride on.  

Let me know if you want to go this year but more importantly get the ferry 

booked as last year I couldn’t get the travel times I wanted in early February. 

 

My email address is bobmcgeady@btinternet.com 

telephone 07714 281254 

 

Bob McGeady 

 

 

Youth Hostel Association (YHA) Weekend to the Sussex Downs 
 

Spring Bank Holiday weekend.  Watch this spot for more details. 

 

Keith Wright 
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February Breakfast Run 
 

Sunday 3
rd
 February – Sizewell Tee, Sizewell Gap 

IP16 4UH 

01728 298508 

 

Meet at Tesco Stowmarket at 9:30 am 

[Later start in case of frost] 

 

Leave Stowmarket on the 

 

A1120 to YOXFORD at the juction of  

 

A12  T/L  1/4 ml then T/R onto 

 

B1122  S/P  LEISTON, just before Leiston T/L 

 

UNCLASSIFIED  S/P  SIZEWELL 

 

 

This route is only advisory, if not convenient, you 

can plan your own route to the Cafe. 

 

 
Check all routes with your Road Map (and/or see the map of the destination in 

the Calendar on the SAM website) before setting out, then maybe no one will 

get lost.  Even better, take the route and a road map with you. 
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Social Rides 
 

Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the 

vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group 

activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist cannot and 

do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to 

vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the 

Group. Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own 

risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person 

or damage to vehicle. 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committees 

guidelines as follows: 

You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route 

 

� If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

� Be responsible for your own safety 

� Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

� Have a FULL tank of fuel 

� No more than 5 in a group 
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Dragons in Yorkshire – Part Three 
 

The one thing that impressed me most during my trip 

with the Dragon Riders, apart from their social 

prowess, was their Group Riding System.  So much so 

I felt that I had to write this additional article and 

share the experience with the group. 

 

The only experience of group riding I’d had, prior to 

that with the Dragon Riders, was Mark and I whizzing 

round on our 100cc bikes as lads, racing each other 

from Bagillt to Holywell and SAM social rides.  So I 

am certainly no expert and I don’t profess to know or 

understand all available group riding systems.  So rather then go into detail 

about a specific system, I’m going to describe the system I experienced and the 

benefits it gave me. 

 

Once I’d met up the Dragon Riders, Mark briefed me on their riding system as 

follows: 

 

Follow the rider in front and don’t worry if they get away from you and you 

loose sight of them, just keep going following the road your currently on.  The 

rider in front will be waiting for you at or around the junction that diverts from 

the current road.  As you approach the rider in front, he will set off once he sees 

your indication.  If the rider behind you is not in sight then you stop and wait for 

them, only set off when they approach and signal in the correct direction.  You 

can overtake within the group, but if you overtake me (Mark being the leader) 

then you become the leader and you better not get us lost!  If you breakdown, 

stay where you are and call me (we’d all exchanged mobile numbers prior to the 

trip and all had a list of the numbers) and at the next rest stop we’ll contact you. 

 

Well this all seemed fairly straight forward, so it was time to put it into practice.  

We’d made our rendezvous in Ashbourne, south Peak District.  Having all 

refuelled we set off up the A515 towards Buxton.  The leg to Buxton was quite 

uneventful, with the road being fairly wide, with long straights and few corners.  

The thing I did notice almost immediately was how spread out the group 

became (there being maybe 30 / 40 metres between riders). 

 

The other side of Buxton the terrain changed, with the roads narrowing, the 

corners becoming tighter and less predictable and the straights shortening 
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considerably, I found myself in an uncomfortable situation.  It was the first time 

during the ride that I was beginning to loose touch with the rider in front.  After 

each turn I was seeing him travelling further and further into the next corner.  

Then in the next straight I’d lost sight of him altogether!  To make things worse 

I’d managed to get away from the rider behind me too and couldn’t see him 

either.  I started to panic a little and found myself winding the throttle on and 

carrying a little more speed than I was comfortable with in order to try and catch 

up.  After all I didn’t want to get left behind and at worst lost. 

 

I then remembered Mark’s briefing “The rider in front will be waiting for you at 

or around the junction that diverts from the current road”.  Having reminded 

myself about this I calmed down and rode at a pace I was comfortable with.  

Then as stated, at the first change of direction from the main route, the rider in 

front was waiting in a safe and obvious position.  I indicated and as I 

approached the junction he set off.  I waited for the next guy and repeated the 

procedure. 

 

Very quickly I found myself relaxing into my ride, not worrying about 

navigation and not really knowing where I was going.  But did I care?  Not 

really, I was riding some absolutely incredible roads accompanied by some of 

the most beautiful scenery (always keeping at least one eye on the road). 

 

I found that as I wasn’t worrying about keeping up with the guy in front, I could 

concentrate more on my ride, riding at my pace and practicing the system.  The 

system I’m refereeing to here being that of ‘motorcycle control’.  I found myself 

practicing my observation, machine handling (on the vast number of corners), 

my braking / acceleration.  Most importantly, I could practice my overtaking, 

only making the decision to ‘go’ having considered the complete situation, 

rather than feeling pressured into a more hasty, less well considered and 

consequently ‘less safe’ overtake just to keep up. 

 

In my opinion, the small amount of discipline required to use a group riding 

system far outweighs the benefits it gives in return.  The biggest benefit being 

that you can ride your own ride and not feel pressured into a pace you’re not 

happy with, reducing the risk to the individual and the group as a whole. 

 

Oh and I almost forgot, the other benefit is that everyone in the group arrives at 

the destination and no one gets lost!  Mines a ‘Full English’. 

 

Cheers 

Steve Gocher 
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So You Think You Know ……? 

Keith Locke 

 
Keith Locke was a key figure behind the fashion show at last month’s 

Christmas party.  Did you know that he is one of the little known brekkie 

rekkie crew who sacrifice their figures for calories to find suitable venues for 

our SAM breakfast runs?  Well Keith does just that, with help from Simon 

Phillips, Keith Wright and Little Jim. 

 
Keith, 60, settled in Felixstowe 20 years ago having been born and bred in 

Ipswich.  He has a twin sister, but when I asked if she was the good looking 

one he lovingly characterised her as the evil twin!  Proud father of a son (now 

in Canada) and a daughter, Keith lives with partner Sharon who tolerates bikes 

but doesn’t love them.  He assured me he can go out without a kitchen pass. 

 
Keith’s early interest in motorcycling came from having a cousin who rode 

scramblers with Dave Bickers, but his other enduring passion is photography, 

having had his first camera at the age of 7. 
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It’s no great surprise that when Keith left school at 14, he began a 5 year 

apprenticeship in the motor trade with W J Coe in Crown St, Ipswich.  This 

concluded just as the business was migrating to become Holbay Racing 

Engines, so Keith was familiar with racing engine builds and the use of 

dynomometers.  However he gained his ticket the following year working for 

SAM member Chris Nunn’s father and grandfather at Garney and Hill to 

conclude the approver stage of his training. 

 

Keith later worked at Henly’s with former SAM member Bob Punchard before 

moving on to the Co-op in Derby Road covering reception, MOT’s and 

operating as a vehicle examiner.  All this time Keith continued to take 

photographs and it was at this point he boldly launched his successful career as 

a freelance photographer.  Business was good with big clients acquired on 

reputation and Keith won national awards for the standard of his wedding 

photography.  He also extended his influence as a lecturer in photography at 

Suffolk College. 

 

I didn’t realise that Keith has endured some significant health problems.  

6 years ago he had 2 heart attacks and a stroke in the space of 3 days.  Biking 

was immediately forbidden because of the risks from demands made putting 

the bike on its stand.  Keith decided to concentrate on lecturing as self 

employment can be stressful, but following a succession of illnesses, the doctor 

pensioned off Keith a couple of years ago. 

 

Keith had a hesitant start to biking as his 16 year old mate was killed on the 

day he acquired his bike.  His first road bike in the 70’s was a Honda 90 

crunch, but he was more seriously hooked after a ride on the back of fellow 

photographer Keith Gilbert’s bike in the mid 90’s.  So a Honda CG125 was 

acquired to tackle the test, followed by a Kawasaki Z500, Yamaha XJ900 and 

FJ1200, Honda XL650, BMW RS1100 and finally his Moto Guzzi Norge 

1200.  Keith joined SAM without further delay having a keen interest in safety 

and self preservation. 

 

Keith makes good use of his free time to enjoy his bike and rides throughout 

the year.  Last year he covered around 10,000 miles and even as we spoke on 

Christmas Eve he’d been out and about earlier in the day.  His enduring desire 

is to stay fit enough to keep riding right into his dotage.  Well good luck with 

that Keith and the breakfast reconnaissance quests. 

 

[Words by Nigel Hydes] 
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• Novice Try-a-Bike Sessions 

• Compulsory Basic Training 

• 125 cc & Direct Access 

• Rusty Riders Refresher 

• Riding Skills Development 

Professional Motorcycle and 

Roadcraft Training on a one-to-one 

basis (except CBT) in  
Bury St. Edmunds 

Contact Tony Fuller on 

07763 018027 or 01440 786928 

www.smartrider.co.uk 

SMART 
RIDER 
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FOR SALE – Kawasaki GT 550 G8 Superb Condition – low mileage 

 

13,500 genuine miles on 1994 (M) 

plate.  Regularly maintained and 

cared for – receipts available.  Tax to 

April 2008 – MOT Nov 2007.  

Excellent first bike (56 bhp and 195 

Kg) Seat height 31 ½  inch (800 mm)  

Motad 4-1 system, suspension set up 

by MCTechnics, Oxford Hot grips 

(on relay from ignition, so no flat 

batteries), Optimate flying lead 

fitted, 7” round headlight – excellent 

beam.  Braided hoses, K&N air filter, Good tyres, Givi E36 top box. 

To you only £850 ovno. Call John Horsley on 01473 326913 

 

FOR SALE - Top box rack and fitting kit for a Honda ST1300 - 2002 onwards. 

Will take a GIVI or KAPPA top box. Hardly used as new. £30 

 Call Reg on 07718 781238 

 

FOR SALE - Genuine Honda Fly Screen for CBF 500 with all fittings in a 

good condition. £35 ono Call Steve on 01473 430643 

 

FOR SALE - Frank Thomas Summer Boots, yellow and black, size 7. 

Good condition, hardly used.  £30 Call Phil Sells on 01255 242723 
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FOR SALE - Peugeot LUDIX Elegance 49 cc 

scooter, £600.  This bike is a restricted step-

through scooter, suitable for 16 year-old 

riders, in outstanding condition.  

Grey/Yellow, just a year old and has covered 

only 534 miles.  Fitted with Peugeot rack and 

top-box, L-plates, insurance-approved shackle 

lock, two mirrors, and can easily be de-

restricted.  The bike has been stored for the 

last 6 months on a trickle charger, and is not 

taxed (SORN declared) although tax only 

costs £15 p.a. 

 

Please call John Morgan (evenings) on 01473 

711699 or 01473 264165 (work) to view. 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE - Men's Fieldsheer textile 

motorcycle jacket  - £15 - size Large, in 

red/black with reflective trim - see picture.   

Bought as a warm winter layer over my 

ventilated 2-piece leathers, and its been unused 

for over 2 years, since I switched to an all-year 

Rukka suit. 

 

Please call John Morgan (evenings) on 01473 

711699 or 01473 264165 (work) to view. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send your classified items to sam.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Price for non-member classifieds is £5 
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My Path to Become an Advanced 

Police Motorcyclist – Warts and All 
Part 3 - The Advanced Course – Take Two 

 

I’m back and ready, I’m confident but not cocky.  I’m a completely different 

rider to what I was three years previously.  My ghost’s a distant memory.  I 

intend to ride my ride.  I’m doing this course with another officer Julian 

‘Ditch’ Ditcham.  (As you can see with the nicknames police officers give each 

other we are not a very imaginative bunch.  I have had a few nicknames in the 

past such as Rottweiller, Bulldog, Ug and Conan the Barbarian, none of which 

suited my passive nature so they have never stuck.) 

 

Week One – Day One 

AM - The classroom:  Theory:  a refresher on Roadcraft. 

I felt quite pleased with myself as I was coming out with text book answers, all 

the de-briefs during SAM observing, the lessons in observer training and taking 

Roadcraft theory nights all paid off. 

PM - ‘Solly’ gave us a demonstration ride.  The pace was brisk but nothing to 

what I knew would be happening later on in the week.  Nice easy day to settle in. 

 

Week One – Day Two 

AM - Woodbridge airfield.  Dexterity refresher – familiarity with the bikes, 

BMW K1200RS 

Slalom around the cones, coming to a stop with feet still on the pegs, coming to 

a stop with no fork dip (riding a magic carpet), experience of ABS - rear brake 

then front brake, powering on as fast as the bike will go going through the 

gears making the gear change smooth, going back to the slalom – timed. 

 

PM - Instructional rides.  Faults on my part - Braking and changing gear, too 

much overlap, I need to make the system pure.  Comfort braking - braking but 

not actually loosing speed, I need to have better effective forward observation 

which will give me more confidence negating the need to dab the brakes. 

 

Week One – Day Three 

I was lead bike when approaching Bilderston from the Stowmarket direction 

and got behind an articulated lorry.  There was a sweeping left hand bend, I got 

the inside view which I felt was far enough, moved out to the offside and 

started to overtake.  Bad move, not only did my view become none existent, 

the lorry veered over to the offside as the driver had not seen me (I don’t think 
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it was on purpose), I suddenly felt vulnerable.  If anything had been coming in 

the opposite direction we would have collided.  I managed to get past knowing 

that I had been lucky and very stupid at the same time.  I would never do a 

manoeuvre like that in a million years in any other circumstances but knowing 

that I’m expected to make progress to make the grade made me make the rash 

decision.  In the discussion that followed ‘Solly’ was worried that he nearly 

had to pay out £10 for my actions.  Most police officers in Suffolk belong to 

the death in service scheme whereby each officer will pay the next of kin a 

fixed amount should a serving officer die or be killed.  The sum has gone up to 

£15 from £10 which ‘Solly’ didn’t realise.  He was even more determined we 

kept safe. 

Other stuff: Covering horn when a vehicle is occupied at every nearside 

junction or any waiting to cross my path. 

 

Week One – Day Four 

Away day - Faster roads in Norfolk.  Went up to the North Norfolk coast where 

we had our sandwiches on the beach. 

Left the bikes in the car park and wrapped our police helmets up with our 

fluorescent jackets in the hope that we wouldn’t be identified as police officers 

so we could have a break in peace.  Got sussed as we left, but no stupid 

questions asked, so the plan was reasonably successful.  Lovely sunny day, I 

had big smiles, riding going brilliantly.  Am I really getting paid to do this? 

 

Week One – Day Five 

Lesson on red mist, positive attitudes and public perception. 

Response and pursuit training in the confines of Ipswich.  This I found 

relatively easy.  Due to the progressive pace of the preceding week my 

reactions had really sharpened up.  Going through the busy Ipswich traffic felt 

very smooth.  I had the odd vehicle do something silly because they saw the 

blue lights but these were dealt with in a calm manner.  I’m aware that our 

Chief observer Rob was amongst the traffic that I was playing with, sorry I 

didn’t wave Rob! 

 

‘Sollys’ end of week summary:  Karl has delivered a very sound first week.  

Largely the week has been made up of re-visiting standard course teachings 

where revision and improvement has occurred.  A sound platform for necessary 

further development has been well established. 

There was also a note about overtaking – ‘One banzai moment on B1115 will 

hopefully not be repeated’. 

 

Karl Hale 



The SAM Observer January 2008 Page 24 

Ed’s Soapbox 
 

Welcome to the January edition of the SAM Observer and the start of a New 

Year. 

 

Thanks to Karl Hale for his continued ‘My Path to Become an Advanced 

Police Motorcyclist’ article and please also see my final instalment of ‘Dragons 

in Yorkshire’, this again being the reason for my shorter than normal Soapbox. 

 

Cheers 

Steve Gocher 

 

 

Free Helicopter Ride 
 

George and his wife Mildred went to the local air show every year, and every 

year George would say, “Mildred, I'd like to ride in that helicopter.” 

 

Mildred always replied, “I know George, but that helicopter ride is 50 quid. 

And 50 quid is 50 quid.” 

 

One year when Mildred and George went to the air show, George said, 

“Mildred, I'm 85 years old.  If I don't ride that helicopter, I might never get 

another chance.”  Mildred replied, “George you know that helicopter ride is 50 

quid.  And 50 quid is 50 quid.” 

 

The pilot overheard the couple and said, “Folks I'll make you a deal. I'll take 

the both of you for a ride.  If you can stay quiet for the entire ride and not say a 

word I won't charge you!  But if you say one word, it's 50 quid.”  George and 

Mildred agreed and up they went.  The pilot did all kinds of fancy manoeuvres, 

but not a word was heard.  He did his daredevil tricks over and over again, but 

still not a word. 

 

When they landed, the pilot turned to George and said, “By golly, I did 

everything I could to get you to yell out, but you didn't.  I'm impressed!” 

 

George replied, “Well, to tell you the truth, I almost said something when 

Mildred fell out, but you know 50 quid is 50 quid.......!” 
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SAM Membership Renewal Form 2008 
 

SUFFOLK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS’ GROUP 

Affiliated to the Institute of Advanced Motorists 

Group Membership No. 7219 - SAM is a Registered Charity No. 1067800 

Website: http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

First Name: ……………………… Surname: ………………………………….. 

Address: .………………………………………………………………………... 

               ....……………………………………………………………………… 

Post Code: …………………… 
 

Motorcycle Make: …………………..…. Model: ……………………………… 
 

Phone (Home): …………………………. Work: ……………………………… 

Mobile: …………………………………. 

Email Address: …………………………. 
 

I enclose my fee for annual renewal for membership type: 

Full Member £15.00 Associate Member £15.00 Joint Member £18.00 

Friend of Group £6.00 Lapsed £18.00 (delete as appropriate) 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOU WISH TO JOIN AS A NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBER 

YOU MUST TAKE UP THE IAM £85.00 “SKILLS FOR LIFE” PACKAGE. 

(This price is increasing to £109.00 from the 1
st
 February 2008) 

 

Are you a motorcycling member of the IAM? Yes / No 
 

IAM Membership No:…………………….. Expiry Date: ……………………. 
 

Signature: ………………………………………… Date: ……………………. 
 

Please make cheques payable to: SUFFOLK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS 
 

Data Protection Act: 

I have no objection to the above details being held on computer.  I understand 

that such information will be kept strictly confidential to relevant officers of 

the SAM committee. 

Only name, post town & motorcycle will be published in the Group Magazine. 
 

Signature: ………………………………………… Date: ……………………. 
 

Please remember membership runs from January to January. 
 

Please post your completed membership form and membership fee to: 
 

Beverley Rudland 

SAM Membership Secretary 

36 Sherborne Avenue 

Ipswich 

IP4 3DR      Membership Enquires: 01473 401362 
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AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT     (Ipswich) Ltd 

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES    

OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG 

DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD 

WITH ADRIAN 

“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE” 

KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE… 

Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd 

8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE 

Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966 
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Our Venue 
 

Group Nights start at 7:30 pm on the third Monday of every month 

 at Great Blakenham Village Hall 
 

 
 

We have a “No-Smoking” policy in the meeting room. 

 

Please leave quietly, and return 

all chairs back to the storage  

trolley provided. 
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Observer Associate Charter 
 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Charter is to make clear the definition of what is expected 

in Observer / Associate relationship. 

 

The Observers 

Have made the effort to train, not only for the IAM test but have taken part in 

extensive Observer training to become Observers for the group. They are a 

valuable asset to the group and give of their time freely, except for a small 

contribution from the associates for their expenses. Observers attend regular 

refresher training sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and 

Riding Dexterity days. 

 

The Associates 

• Are expected to have an equal commitment with the goal being the IAM 

test. 

• Are to be available for regular observed rides ideally every two weeks 

with at least 100 practice miles being covered in that period. Continuity 

cannot be maintained with regular gaps of three weeks or more or no 

miles between observed rides. 

• Must agree the dates of the next runs at the debriefing and must practice 

any improvement recommendations between the runs. 

• Will where possible attend a riding Dexterity Day to improve their slow 

speed manoeuvres and control. 

• Must make an effort to study the theory by reading Pass your Advanced 

Motorcycle Test and the Highway Code plus attend club Theory Nights 

when possible. 

• Cancellation of a planned run due to poor weather conditions will be at 

the discretion of the Observer. If after a period of one month, an Observer 

has not heard from the Associate it will be assumed that interest has been 

lost and the Associate will be placed back at the bottom of the waiting 

list. 

• When the Observer feels the associate is riding consistently at the test 

standard a Cross check will be arranged with a Senior Observer. 

• The Observer will give as much help and encouragement as possible but 

the onus is on the associate to endeavour. 
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Events Diary 
 

Thursday 24th January  Roadcraft Theory Night 

 Gt. Blakenham Village Hall  7:30 pm 
 

Sunday 3rd February  Breakfast Run – Sizewell Tee, 

  Sizewell Gap.   IP16 4UH 
 

Monday 18th February  Group Night – AGM, Charity Speaker 

& Chris Mitchell on Trackday Weekend 

Gt. Blakenham Village Hall  7:30 pm 

 

Thursday 21st February  Roadcraft Theory Night 

 Gt. Blakenham Village Hall  7:30 pm 

 

Membership Fees for 2008 
 

Full Member £15.00 

Associate  £85 - Skills for Life  (£109 from 1
st
 February 2008) 

(25 years and under Skills for Life discount £20) 

Includes the current issue of “Pass your Advanced Motorcycle Test” and your 

IAM Test fee for new members 

Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00 

 

Friend of the Group £6.00 

For spouse, partner, friend or colleague of a group member. The Newsletter is 

not included in this price 

 

Joint Full Members £18.00  

Membership entitles you to 1 Newsletter per couple and to attend monthly 

Group meetings which will encompass both riding and safety techniques, 

speaker on interesting and varied subject, Group rides at weekends and 

evenings and the fellowship of like-minded people. 

Please support us by renewing and helping the Group to flourish in the cause of 

safer motorcycling. 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREENS 
MOTOR C Y C L E S  

F o r   YAMAHA 

SALES # SERVICE # MOT 
TRA I N I NG  #  REPA I RS  

PEDDARS LANE, BECCLES 
Phone (01502) 712370 
Fax (01502) 711689 


