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Caption Competition 
 

Come up with funniest 

caption for this photo 

tonight and win a bottle of 

wine.  Write your caption 

on a slip provided and post 

it in the competition box. 
 
 

 

 

Good Luck!  -  One entry 

per person please. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Judging will be performed 

by the Editor, with help 

from the committee and the 

winning caption will be 

announced at the end of the 

evening. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

December’s caption competition didn’t take place as it was the Christmas party 

 

So you all have a second chance to win with this picture. 

 

Please send in your pictures as the archives are a little dated. 

 

 

Please send your photos, electronic or hard copy (which will be returned) to the 

Editor for selection in next month’s edition. 
 

P.S. Please don’t send images sourced from publications / the Internet, as they 

are Copyright protected and SAM can’t afford the law suit!  

 

Picture provided by Judy Chittock. If you would like your picture here please 

send them in. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Welcome to the first edition of the SAM Observer 

for 2011.  

I hope those that attended the Christmas Group 

Night in December enjoyed themselves and I am 

sure will want to join me in thanking the staff of 

Fynn Valley for, once again, providing an 

excellent meal.  

 

Due to the Christmas break and the poor weather 

there hasn’t been a lot going on to report this 

month. However, our first committee meeting of the 

New Year confirmed the progress that has already 

been made to ensure that 2011 will be full of events 

both entertaining and educational to help us get the most from our 

motorcycling. 

In order to benefit from all the club has to offer you obviously need to be a 

member. Renewing your membership is easier than ever with the facility to set up 

your subscription via a standing order. Please see page 7 for full details. 

Next month’s meeting (Tuesday 15
th
 February) will be annual multi-media Quiz 

by Mike Roberts. One of the highlights in the SAM calendar. Before the quiz 

starts we will have the usual announcements and AGM which will include 

presentation of Trophies and election of any new committee members. This year 

will also include the election of a new Chairman, as having held the position for 3 

years I have decided to stand down. 

Please note that the meeting will be starting 30 minutes earlier than usual at 

19:30 sharp.  

Back to this month’s meeting and I would like to extend a warm welcome to our 

guest speaker Austin Vince. As many of you know Austin has become famous as 

an adventure motorcyclist and I am sure the evening will be inspiring, fascinating 

and entertaining.  

If this cold and miserable weather is starting to get you down then remember – 

it’s only two and a bit months until the clocks go forward! 

Have a safe month. 

 

 

Richard. 
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Secretary’s 
Scribbles 

 

May I wish all current and prospective 

members of SAM the happiest of New Years 

and let’s hope that 2011’s weather is just a 

little kinder than 2010!  

 

2010 started well enough (for the second year running I got sunburnt at Thruxton, 

but that was about as good as it got.) I’ve already got this year’s overseas trip 

booked (trying to beat the VAT increase) so Moto GP, France (Le Mans) here I 

(hopefully) come! There’s still plenty of time to organise British trips away. 

Anyone for Scarborough? 

 

December was a washout, as far a riding for me. The only “memorable” ride was 

to pick up and deliver a bike for work. For a first ride it was certainly memorable: 

half as many again BHP as I’m used to, far sportier riding position than I’m used 

to, no owners handbook and a “computer screen” that’s flashing all sorts of 

cryptic messages to me…oh and it was dark, rush hour and just starting to sleet! 

Motorcycling can be such fun. 

 

Regular readers of this column know that I’m a regular hypocrite. I’ve been 

caught out before saying that I dislike certain bikes only later to try them and fall 

in love with them. Well you may remember me saying that, in my opinion Arai 

make the best helmets and I couldn’t see myself riding with anything else. Well 

please feel free to poke fun at me on the next rideout when I will be Shoei 

helmeted! This is because Santa brought me Hein Gericke vouchers and the 

“elves” at HG were very persuasive sales people.  

 

Anyway I’m looking forward with great excitement to 2011 and it looks like a 

great year for SAM starting with the talk from Austin Vince on group night. I’ve 

already had quite a few non-members ring up for this one, hopefully many of 

them will like what they see and become full members in the future. Also a final 

reminder for the Kart racing on Tuesday 25
th
. January. We can still fit one or two 

extra competitors in at £25 each. Let me know in advance to avoid 

disappointment. Spectators, no charge! 

 
 

 

Martin  
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Membership Fees for 2011 
IMPORTANT NOTICE – 

Change over to standing order. 
 

The committee have looked into ways of collecting the membership fees which 

are due in January.  We thought the idea of an outside company collecting the 

fees would be a good idea but this has been looked into and has proven too costly 

for the club, so the committee are asking that payment of membership fees are 

paid by standing order from the 1
st
 of January 2011.  

 

A standing order mandate was enclosed in the November magazine and can 

also be found on the website under the 'Join us' heading with the renewal 

form.  
 

If you get this magazine via email you can follow the link to the renewal 

form, or type it in your web browser. Once completed please print it out and 

give it to Beverley or Judy. 
 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-

motorcyclists.com/MembershipRenewal2011.pdf 
 

If you use internet banking it is possible to set up a standing order online without 

any sort of form (this may depend on your bank). A renewal form will still need 

to be completed and sent to the membership secretary stating your standing 

order payment. 
 

Information you need:-  

Sort Code:  20-92-08    Account No: 10363650 

    Account Name:  Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists 

    Reference: Enter your initials & surname,  

These will appear on SAM's bank statement  
 

It could not be easier, once you have set up your standing order you will not have 

to think about it again, it will just automatically be debited from your bank 

account in January each year. With cheques being phased out in the future it 

seems the best way forward. 
 

Please set this up promptly so that you can enjoy the benefits of the club, like 

the magazine, Breakfast runs and the group nights. 
 

Any queries please contact 
 

Beverley Rudland   at    beverley_rudland@yahoo.co.uk 

Judy Chittock    at    judy.chittock@btinternet.com.  
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This is me…..Claire Pearl 
 

Name:  Claire Pearl 
 

Occupation:  Criminal Justice Administrator  
  

Been a member of SAM since:  May 2010  
  

First bike ridden and when:  Can’t remember what bike I did my CBT on but 

the bike after that was a Sukida Patriot 125. 
  

Current bike:  Suzuki GSF 650SA K8 Bandit 
  

Best Bike ever ridden:  My Bandit.  
  

Worst bike ever ridden:  Sukida Patriot 125 that Tim bought me to practice on 

for my test. It shook itself to pieces, the headlight was worse than a small torch 

and the brakes were a joke!   
  

Favourite road (home and abroad):  A82 in Scotland. Have not ridden abroad, 

yet. 
  

Favourite drink:  Malibu and coke.  
  

Favourite food:   Big pot of mussels in white wine, cream and shallots 

accompanied with a French stick smothered in butter.  
  

Favourite TV shows:   Harry Hills TV Burp and Emergency Bikers. 
  

Hobbies:  Camping, Kayaking, Mountain Biking, Gardening. 
  

Person you admire most:  Lois Price. 
  

If you could change one law, what would it be:   Greater penalties for drink 

drivers and driving/riding skills examined on a regular basis. 
  

Any ambitions still to achieve on a bike:  (1) Pass my IAM test (2) Track Day 

and (3) Go riding abroad (& one day, travelling). 
  

What is the silliest bike-related thing you have ever done:   Accidentally hit 

the kill switch, stopped at the roadside panicking as to what was wrong. 
  

Where would you retire to, if you could go tomorrow:  Sicily 
  

SuperMoto or WSB?:  WSB 
  

Valentio Rossi or Barry Sheene?:  Rossi 
  

Chips or Bike Cops?:  Bike Cops 
  

On road or off road?:  On road 
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Touring or track days?:  Touring 
  

Classic or Modern?:  Modern 
  

Open faced or full faced?:   Full faced  
  

Leathers or textile?:  Textile  
  

V Twin or Flat 4?:  V twin 
  

Did you like the program kick start?:  Too young to remember!. 
  

Most embarrassing bike drop?:   Rode off with the disc lock on, bought a disc 

lock reminder after that. 
  

Most miserable journey on a motorbike?:   On the M4 heading to Swansea for 

Christmas 2008, we arrived covered in frost.  
  

Longest distance pushing a motorcycle?:  No more than 5 yards! 
  

Most pointless motorcycle accessory ever bought?:  Tiger ears for my helmet. 

 



The SAM Observer January 2010 Page 10 

And this is him…. 
Tim Harrington 

 

Name:  Tim Harrington 
 

Occupation:  Self Employed Plumbing and 

Heating Engineer   
  

Been a member of SAM since:  May 2010  
  

First bike ridden and when:  Honda H100 

when I did my CBT in 1995.  
  

Current bike:  Yamaha FZS Fazer 1000 
  

Best Bike ever ridden:  My Fazer. 
  

Worst bike ever ridden:  An ancient Suzuki 

GS650 which I borrowed from a friend, it 

threw a piston through the front of the engine 

on the A1. 
  

Favourite road (home and abroad):  The 

coast road between Padstow and Newquay and 

the N92 in Northern Spain. 
  

Favourite drink:  Real Ale and Laphroaig 

whiskey. 
  

Favourite Food:  Mum’s pea and ham soup. 
  

Favourite TV show:  BBC News and Peep 

Show – I don’t watch much! 
  

Hobbies:  Reading, Camping, Kayaking, Ferrets, Jewellery Making.  
  

Person you admire most:  Nick Sanders. 
  

If you could change one law, what would it be:  Death sentence for old people 

driving at 40mph for no good reason. 
  

Any ambitions still to achieve on a bike:  (1) track day (2) dabble in a bit of 

green laning (3) travel around the world and (4) train as an instructor. 
  

What is the silliest bike-related thing you have ever done:   Riding from the 

Isle of Skye to Sudbury in one go, thirteen hours through the night with only an 

old leather jacket and summer gloves.  
  

Where would you retire to, if you could go tomorrow:  Padstow, Cornwall. 
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SuperMoto or WSB?:  WSB 
  

Valentio Rossi or Barry Sheene?:  Rossi 
  

Chips or Bike Cops?:  Chips – for comedy value! 
  

On road or off road?:  On road 
  

Touring or track days?:  Touring 
  

Classic or Modern?:  Modern 
  

Open faced or full faced?:   Full faced  
  

Leathers or textile?:  Textile  
  

V Twin or Flat 4?:  V twin 
  

Did you like the program kick start?:  Loved it. 
  

Most embarrassing bike drop?:   Outside Claire’s old house in Swansea, having 

ridden there one Friday night after work.  
  

Most miserable journey on a motorbike?:   Sudbury to Swansea in torrential 

rain for five hours with a jacket and pair of gloves that leaked.  
  

Longest distance pushing a motorcycle?:  Thankfully never happened. 
  

Most pointless motorcycle accessory ever bought?:  Handle bar muffs, like 

riding with a shopping bag wrapped around your handlebars! 

 

Dear Sam 
 

Orwell's are having an open evening launch event for the new Kawasaki ZX10R 

and Z1000SX Sport Tourer on: 
 

Thursday 27
th
 January starting at 6pm. 

 

We are really keen to invite as much of the local motorcycling community as 

possible, particularly your club members. The event will have a Casino theme 

with prize giveaways throughout the night. There will be a national competition 

to win two tickets to Japan for a week including a tour of the Kawasaki factory, a 

European track day and a 'Ninja experience' day. Customers will need to enter 

before the day by visiting the Kawasaki Facebook page - it will not be possible to 

enter for this on the evening and given the relatively low number of dealers, the 

chances of winning are significantly higher than the national lottery!! 
  

Best Regards 
  

Mark Gardiner - Orwell Sales 
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NEC Bike Show 2010 
 

A seemingly unlikely scenario: two females, boyfriends in tow, all cheerily 

setting off for a day’s shopping. Whilst one does possess certain powers of 

persuasion, on this occasion my charms were not called upon (yet – the bit where 

I’ve left my purse in the car comes later ☺) as we were all off the NEC Bike 

Show. 
 

It all came about after an observed ride out with Claire Pearl, whilst planning the 

next meeting our diary discussions digressed. Claire and Tim had tickets to the 

Bike Show so did Tish and I, sharing a car would save on petrol and parking, 

plus Claire wanted to take her new car for a drive. Plans were afoot. Tish and I 

would pootle over to Sudbury on Saturday, bit of supper and kip chez T & C 

ready for an early start on the Sunday morning. 

Now, not being one to miss an opportunity, I fortunately remembered that the 

Bell Inn at Castle Hedingham just happened to be holding its Winter Beer 

Festival that same weekend. What better way to make sure we all got a good 

night’s sleep before the Bike Show! But wait, there’s more ….  Claire doesn’t 

drink much beer so volunteered to drive, result! Tim, Tish and Ruth = three very 

happy campers ☺ 
 

As we had a busy ‘tomorrow’ planned we decided to pace ourselves and stick to 

halves, of course this meant we could try twice as many beers, including a spiced 

cider to round the evening off. My top pick, Old Growler from Nethergate 

Brewery. 
 

After an evening of winter ales, lamb spit roast and live entertainment we nestled 

down to grab some ‘Z’s to recharge for our trip. It was like a nativity scene, four 

heads in beds in a little barn down a snowy drive, but instead of cattle lowing, the 

only sound was Chloe the 

kitten crunching Go-Cat, 

she had saved her dinner, 

bless!  

Despite a heavy frost and 

the threat of snow storms 

on Sunday, the four hardy 

trekkers were up and 

dressed ready for the off at 

7am, or as soon as Tim had 

scraped the ice off the car 

and got the heaters 

blowing. The dashboard 

temperature gauge glowed 

in the dark -6c. Apart from 
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a couple of icy patches on the lanes though, the roads were fine and we reached 

Cambridge services for our brekkie stop in good time. Coffees and croissants 

ordered I popped into M&S to get lunch supplies, which Tish then paid for as I 

had secured my handbag in the boot (works every time!). Pit-stop completed we 

headed up to Birmingham, and eventually the NEC, which Claire managed to 

find despite ‘assistance’ from the onboard navigation team.  
 

If you have never used the NEC car parks, don’t bother putting it on your bucket 

list. After the usual queuing and circumnavigation of the entire complex, we 

parked and 

disembarked, 

making a note of 

which section we 

needed to return to, 

then followed the 

sea of  Repsol, Rizla 

and Fiat emblazoned 

jackets into the 

labyrinth of the 

Exhibition Centre.  
 

As soon as we 

passed through the 

turnstile Claire and I 

spotted the glint of 

shiny paint coming 

from the 

manufacturers’ 

stands, Tim and Tish 

however seemed 

more interested in 

the Carol Nash 

stand, but the ‘fully 

comp’ offered by 

the bikini babes was 

not as inclusive as 

the guys were 

hoping for so they 

dutifully tagged along and settled for throwing a leg over some 2-wheeled models 

instead. Tim had a hankering for something a bit more ‘adventure stylee’ sadly 

though, after climbing aboard the KTM, and Duke he realised his plans had a 

major shortfall – about 4 inches actually, on his inside leg! No amount of 

lowering was going to get his toe to the ground on these tall bikes, maybe it 

would have to be the baby Beemer after all, or the Triumph Tiger 800, which 
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looked quite slick in satin black, apart from the rear luggage which resembled a 

cat box, oh well at least Chloe could go rallying next year ☺   
 

Claire and I were 

not so interested 

in bikes with big 

boxes, after all 

isn’t that what  

blokes are for? 

(carrying our 

excess luggage!). 

Claire fancied 

the Kawasaki 

ER6F, which to 

be fair looked 

OK in black, but 

I think the 

Cheshire Cat grin 

on her face when 

she mounted the 

Ninja gave away her true calling – I’ll convert her to an R6 yet! Tish did manage 

to get me on a Beemer, not a GS though - the S1000 RR. Put that one on the 

‘Lottery List’. Of course I also had to check that the latest R1 still fitted, but best 

bike on the stands for me was not a modern sports bike, nor was it Japanese or a 

Harley, it was on a British stand, The Norton Commando Café Racer, one look 

and I drooled, shame about the price tag, £13,995 and not too many on eBay at 

the mo.  
 

In order to get out of Hall 1 before closing time we split up for the rest of the 

morning agreeing to rendezvous at the turnstiles for lunch at 12.30pm at the 

turnstiles where we came in. Tish and I however didn’t realise how many sets of 

turnstiles there were, every wall and exit sign looked the same, we backtracked to 

the Yamaha dirt bike demo pit and retraced our path from there, after about 15 

minutes (including an occasional sortie into one of the Aladdin’s Cave’s along 

the way) we spotted the Victory Stand which was opposite where we had come 

in, and there were Tim and Claire patiently awaiting our arrival, they didn’t have 

much choice really ‘cause I had lunch in my bag ☺  
 

Amazingly we found a table and chairs in the food zone and set up camp. While I 

made the ham and cheese rolls and Tish got the coffees, Claire and Tim ventured 

back in to the Bazaar to catch the Maria Costello ‘Queen of Bikers’ book signing. 

They returned with autograph, piccies and a big grin. Tim said it was the 

highlight of Claire’s day, but he didn’t look too sorry for himself with his arm 

around the blond biking babe!    
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After lunch we 

started serious 

shopping (well, I 

did). Although I 

didn’t find any 

short boots in my 

size, we did 

manage to get a 

few accessories 

including a new 

lid each  – 

perfect for rally 

weekends when I 

really don’t want 

my precious 

Shoei rolling 

around in a tent. 

We tried on all the theme helmets to find the perfect match and came away with a 

Batman lid for me on the R6 and a brilliant lid for a Tish on his yellow Beemer – 

The Magic Roundabout !  Not bad for £30 each. 
 

We had another wander around the 

bike stands in the afternoon and 

entered a competition to win a 

Hobgoblin painted Enfield Bullet, 

still haven’t received a text yet to 

arrange collection though.  
 

As with most of these shows, you 

never get to see and do everything 

and we only caught glimpses of 

the various free displays and 

didn’t pay the extra to go into the 

arena. By the time the new Honda 

TT team were on stage anyone in the crowd beyond the front few rows were 

craning their necks. Nick Sanders was there chatting and autographing his wares, 

when we past him there was a only a small crowd but we were already ten 

minutes late for lunch so we missed that too. One of these days I’ll go to a bike 

show and plan my day so I can try out some of challenges, but I don’t go to a 

show to spend all day queuing up and despite our ad-hoc approach we had a good 

day, and got on the right bus back to the car park!.. 

 

Ruth Elmer 
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Sam’s Christmas Party 2010 
 

December Group Night, not a bike to be seen yet the car park is full, why could 

this be? Had the winter frost finally bitten off more than the hardy SAM’ers 

could chew? Maybe it was ‘bring your box night’? but there was nobody 

comparing bumpers.  
 

Hark, a distance chime of festive tunes and 

the glint of a fairy light … ah ha … it must 

be the SAM Christmas Party tonight!  
 

I opened the door to a throng of chatter and 

laughter, tinsel and garlands hanging from 

the rafters, a sea of festively decorated 

tables the sound of revellers elated, but 

then I turned and was momentarily 

deflated, there was a ruddy long queue at 

the bar! 
 

So I ventured forth to find my seat at a table organised by Nicky Clouter, wrote 

my name on my ticket and posted it in the lucky dip box, although I think it must 

have slipped out the other end as I didn’t win a raffle prize �. Trifles aside, the 

members of Nicky’s table were after a more serious trophy, we were assembled 

to topple Crafty Keith, King of the Christmas Quiz!         
 

I found Nicky swigging, sorry 

sipping, a glass of red wine, 

mingling with members and 

partners who I knew but barely 

recognised, not a bit of body 

armour in sight (apart from some 

plunge and push-up lingerie). The 

ladies were powdered and 

perfumed, all the guys were 

shampooed and showered, not a 

whiff of fossil fuel in the air. The 

bar queue dwindled and I seized 

the moment, returning armed with a bottle of sauvignon blanc to take my seat for 

dinner. 
 

Just before soup was served each table received their set of quiz questions 

covering a variety of subjects. We had until the end of the main course to 

complete the questionnaires, so we all grabbed a sheet and set about filling in as 

many answers as we could before the butternut squash soup arrived. Soon the 

whole room was humming tunes and tapping pens, racking their collective brains 
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to recall song titles, sporting venues and properties on the Monopoly board. 

Some of the answers came quickly but many evaded us initially. When the turkey 

arrived the room quietened as everyone tucked in, the murmur of munching only 

disturbed by an occasional ‘Got It!’ as someone’s set of cogs notched into place 

and cracked a code.   
 

The Christmas pud arrived, the quiz sheets were collected and swapped ready for 

marking. There were several cries of “D’oh! I knew that!” as the answers were 

revealed, but the biggest expletives were yet to come. Sheets were returned and 

Nicky’s A team had scored a potentially winning 69 points, then the quizmaster 

dealt a trick card, a play on words, a 

snipe of semantics … the names of 

properties on the Monopoly board had 

to be listed in the order they appear on 

the board – apparently! Not what it said 

on the question sheet we protested! (the 

word ‘order’ was never mentioned). 

After much bantering the sheets were 

re-marked to adjust for the change in 

rules on the Monopoly section. We 

were scuppered, pipped by a point, 

Guiley Gilbert had won again. 

Arghhh!!!! 
 

Defeated and cheated we resolved to 

wreak revenge, in the meantime though 

there was plenty of wine on the table ☺. 

After the raffle prizes were drawn, the 

disco got under way, everyone mingled 

and the party got swinging.  
 

Around 11pm my cab arrived, I waved my 

farewells and hummed my way home, in 

fact I carried on humming for the next 2 

days, Frankie Valli’s “My Eyes Adored 

You” ringing in my head – please can we not have a “Name That Tune” section 

in the next quiz! 
 

Thanks to everyone involved in organising this year’s party, it was a great 

evening and there was plenty of food, even John Morgan declined an extra 

portion, mmm that needs rewording, my meat and pud.   
 

If you went, hope you enjoyed it as much as I did. If you didn’t go, you missed 

out, so stick it in your diary for next Christmas ☺ Rx 
 

Ruth Elmer 
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February’s Breakfast Run 
The Jubilee Café 

Ardleigh, 

Essex, UK 
 

 

Ride Co-ordinator: Paul Newman 
 

Meet 09:15, for a 09:30 start. Tesco’s car park. 

Copdock 

 
Leave Tesco’s Copdock  

 

and take A14 to Felixstowe. 

 

Take first exit onto A137 towards Brantham, Manningtree. 

 

Follow A137 to Lawford. 

 

At mini roundabout, opposite jet filling station, keep right on A137 to 

Ardleigh. 

 

On leaving Ardleigh at left hand bend turn right into Wick lane. 

 

Over reservoir, follow through to T junction. 

 

Turn right, approx half mile to Jubilee café on right. 

 

Caution needed on stone car park 
 

 
Please look at the website for further details 
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Who do you think you are…?. 
 
The committee came up with an idea with a survey which is just for fun. The idea 

is that over the next few months the club can learn about the members, so feel 

free to fill in the form and send it to the Editor and get it published in the 

magazine. Also add your own question which can be added to the list for next 

month’s issue. 

 

  Name along with photo, 
 

 Occupation, 
 

 Been a member of SAM since...., 
 

 Best thing about belonging to SAM. 
 

 First bike ridden and when. 
 

 Current bike(s). 
 

 Best bike ever ridden. 
 

 Worst bike ever ridden. 
 

 Favourite road, (home & abroad). 
 

 Favourite drink, food, TV show etc. 
 

 Hobbies. 
 

 If you could change one law, what would it be. 
 

 Person you admire most. 
 

 Any ambitions still to achieve on a bike. 
 

 Person you admire most. 
 

 Any ambitions still to achieve on a bike. 
 

 What is the silliest bike-related thing you've ever done. 
 

 Where would you like to retire to, if you could go tomorrow. 
 

 SuperMoto or WSB? 
 

 Valentio Rossi or Barry Sheene? 
 

 Chips or Bike Cops? 
 

 On road or Off road? 
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 Touring or Track days? 
 

 Classic or Modern? 
 

 Open faced or Full faced? 
 

 Leathers or textile? 
 

 V twin or Flat 4 
 

 Did you like the program kick start - yes / No / Too young to remember. 
 

 Not so quick fire round..... 
 

 Most embarrassing bike drop. 
 

 Most miserable journey on a motorcycle. 
 

 Any "I don't believe I just did that" moments during home maintenance. 
 

 Longest distance pushing a motorcycle. 
 

 Most pointless motorcycling accessory ever bought. 

 

Christmas Eve and the Tiger 
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I’d been keeping a keen eye on the release of Triumph’s new Adventure bike, the 

Tiger 800, following the motorcycling press reports and reviews closely.  Two 

versions are available, an off-road oriented version, the ‘Tiger 800 XC’, sporting 

wire spoke wheels and a more on-road oriented version with alloy wheels, 

smaller front wheel and slightly shorter front forks, simply the ‘Tiger 800’. 
 

Having had to call off a previous test ride due to icy road conditions, a break in 

the weather with the air temperature a couple of degrees above zero, combined 

with mostly dry main roads gave me the opportunity to get out on Christmas Eve 

for a test ride.  I arrived at Lings Triumph, in Ipswich, early in order to get a good 

2 hour riding time in. 
 

I decided to test ride the on-road version and compared the characteristics of the 

Tiger with those of my current bike; the Honda Hornet 600 (FA-7) which I’ve 

owned for almost 4 years and covered 17,000 miles on. 
 

Starting with some in-town riding, my first impressions were that of a taller 

riding position, giving a more commanding view with feet slightly further 

forward giving a more comfortable 90 degree angle at the knee.  The 800 triple 

pulled without hesitation from low revs with positive power delivery, although 

not quite as smoothly as a 4 cylinder.  Mirrors gave a clear, uninhibited rear view 

and were low enough not to limit forward observation.  The gearbox changed 

smoothly with no false neutrals / gear selections throughout the ride.  The gear 

selection indicator being a very welcome feature, something that the Hornet 

lacks. 
 

Out on the open road, corner handling revealed a balanced weight distribution 

between front and rear wheels, combined with a consistently solid feel even on 

uneven surfaces.  The suspension in general was firm and soaking up the majority 

of bumps in it’s stride.  My only criticism being on the concrete, non smoothed 

out section of the A14 between Copdock and Wherstead Road roundabouts, at 

speed, were it felt a little seesawry. (I think I just made up a new word)  The 

bikes steering characteristics were almost completely neutral, requiring positive 

steering input of both conventional, at slow speeds, and non-conventional / 

counter-steering, at higher speeds.  The leverage provided by the wider bars made 

this relatively easy, requiring little physical effort. 
 

The standard fly-screen provided good wind protection up to around 60 mph. 

However, at dual carriageway speeds there was slight buffeting and higher than 

expected noise levels.  To be fair I believe the higher noise levels were due in 

part to my choice of helmet, the Shoei Raid II, even with as whisper kit fitted. 
 

In conclusion, the Tiger has a more comfortable, taller riding position; has neutral 

steering characteristics.  The three cylinder 800cc engine providing the best of 

both worlds, in terms of torque / power delivery and engine breaking when 

compared to 4 and 2 cylinder engines. 
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So, would I ride one?  More importantly, would I buy one?  In short, yes.   I’ve 

thoroughly enjoyed riding my Hornet, which is by far my most favourite bike to 

date.  I also have plans for my summer holiday to exceed the 2,700 miles I 

travelled last year to / around the Scottish Highlands, with a Lands End to John 

O’Groats trip, for which I feel the Tiger will be ideally suited.  So I’ve put a 

deposit down to secure an order, delivery expected late February / early March. 
 

Another factor that swayed my decision to buy into Triumph is the fact that I’ll 

buying British and be a British bike owner for the first time, having previously 

owned Yamaha (Japanese), Mobylette (French - you’ll have to ask me about this 

one) and three Honda (Japanese) in a row.  Time will tell if the Tiger is as 

reliable as my Hornet has been and which has only let me down once, and that 

was a headlight bulb failure... 
 

Steve Gocher 
 

Speakers for 2011 

 
Date Speaker Subject 

18
th
 Jan Austin Vince Adventure Traveler 

15
th
 Feb AGM Mike Quiz Goes without saying 

19
th
 Apr Kevin Stark IAM Test 

17th May Adam Williams Serious Collisions 

16
th
 Aug BBQ 

DEC PARTY!!! 

 

 

 

If anyone has an idea about a speaker that would interest the club please let Chris 

Smith know on:- 

 

 

events@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committees 

guidelines as follows: 

You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route 
 

�If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

�Be responsible for your own safety 

�Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

�Have a FULL tank of fuel 

�No more than 5 in a group 
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Membership Fees for 2011 
 

 

Full Member £20.00 
Associate £139 - Skills for Life 

Includes the current issue of “How to be a Better Rider” and your IAM Test fee 

for new members. 

Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00 
 

Joint Full Members £23.00 
 

Membership entitles you to 1 Newsletter per couple and to attend monthly Group 

meetings which will encompass both riding and safety techniques, speaker on 

interesting and varied subject, Group rides at weekends and evenings and the 

fellowship of like-minded people. 
 

 

Please support us by renewing and helping the Group to flourish in the 
cause of safer motorcycling. 

 

 

 

For Sale and Wanted 
You can also post your sales and view items wanted on the SAM Forum 
under ‘BUY & SELL’ - ‘For Sale and Wanted’. 
 

Just visit the SAM website and follow ‘Extras’ – ‘SAM Forum’. 
 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ 

All adverts will be valid for one month, If the editor is not told the following 

month that the item is still for sale the advert will be removed. Send your 

classified items to the Editor, contact details on page 3. 

Price for non-member classifieds is £5 
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Suffolk Constabulary BikeSafe 
Suffolk Constabulary runs a series of ‘Bike Safe' motorcycle workshops aimed at 

all riders who want to improve their skills and ability to become better and safer 

riders.  

The courses are run within the spirit of Bike Safe a nationally recognised police 

run biking initiative, where education is the key not enforcement, in a conflict 

free environment. 

Following the success of courses held last year, Suffolk Constabulary will be 

running the two-day course on the following dates in 2011: 
 

The dates for the BikeSafe events for 2011 are Saturdays on:- 

 

March 18
th
 and 19

th   
April 29

th
 and 30

th
 

May 27
th
 and 28

th
     June 10

th
 and 11

th
 

July 15
th
 and 16

th
  August 19

th
 and 20

th
 

September 23
rd
 and 24

th 

 

The two-day course covers:  

Friday evening: 

 Classroom sessions on the system of road craft with particular attention 

given to positioning and cornering. 

Saturday morning: 

 An escorted ride out session with a Class 1 Police Motorcyclist. A 3:1 ratio 

ensures an accurate and personalised assessment of your riding performance 

will be provided at the end of the session. 

 Light lunch provided. 

Saturday afternoon: 

 Informative classroom sessions with external guest speakers on motorcycle 

related issues and first aid. 

Bike Safe is suitable for all riders regardless of their biking experience. The 

course is aimed at those wishing to add to the skills they have already 

acquired and improve their level of riding and general road craft. 
 

Help is required to run the courses and to promote SAM. 
 

If you would like to help on the Saturday of any of the above dates, then please 

contact either: 

 

Nigel Chittock (01473 737356) or Bill Dunham (01473 659449) 
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Motorcycle Dexterity 2011 
& Control Days 

(a.k.a. Slow Riding Days) 
 

For every motorcycle spill that makes the local papers, there are many more 

which never get much publicity.  How many of you in your time riding have 

never struggled to keep your bike upright while manoeuvring in a parking area, 

or had to take a big dab with either foot while negotiating queues of commuter 

traffic?  Not many (if any).  Very often in these situations the rider grabs a 

handful of front brake, shortly followed by the resulting sound of expensive 

plastic and metal making contact with the ground. 
 

The SAM MD&C Days give you the opportunity to practice the art of riding a 

motorcycle slowly, and to learn the techniques that will help you do it. 
 

This year the venue will be the playground of Sidegate Primary School, Sidegate 

Lane, Ipswich. IP4 4JD  (Map in the Calendar on the SAM website). 
 

Please contact the Senior Observer to book your place for the date you are 

interested in attending. 
 

Dates of 2011  
 

Date      Time     Senior Observer 

 

Saturday March 19th    09:00    Chris Jackson 

Sunday April 17th    09:00    Bob McGeady 

Saturday May 14th    09:00    Chris Smith 

Sunday June 19th    09:00    Richard Toll 

Saturday July 23rd   09:00    Mike Roberts 

Sunday Aug 14th    09:00    Rob Day 

Saturday Sept 17th   09:00    David Rudland 

Sunday Oct 16th    09:00    Chris Smith 

Saturday Nov 19th    09:00    Derek Barker 
 
 

Each session starts promptly at the stated time and lasts up to 4 hours depending 

on numbers attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring a drink and something to eat 

as we will have a break and there are no 

cafés nearby. 



The SAM Observer January 2010 Page 30 

 
I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members 
who go on ride outs have written, and as you can see it doesn’t 
have to be a wordy passage, so feel free to scribble a few words 
down, few pictures and next month you will have another great 
magazine to read. 
 
Thank you from all the readers of the Observer 

 
 

 

 

www.csensedt.co.u
k 
 

Contact Glen 

Mures on 07748 

195179 
 

 

• At work driving assessments and 

training for car, van and LGV drivers 

• Consultancy service to assist 

organisations to develop their road risk 

management policy and  procedures 

• PassPlus - £75 discount, see website 
for details 

• Driver MOT – for older drivers and 

anyone with medical conditions that may 

affect their driving 

• Trailer towing – if you passed your car 

test after 1st January 1997, you may 

need to pass an additional towing test, 

see website for details 

• Eco-Driving – increase your mpg and 

reduce your motoring costs! 
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SAM Discount Scheme 
 Motorcycle Clothing Centre, Wymondham - 10% off full price 
stock. 

 

 Orwell Motorcycles, Ipswich. - Discounts always available, please ask + 

Discounted MoTs. 
 

 Dave Barkshire Motorcycles, Norwich, - 10% off parts & accessories etc. 
 

 London Road Inc, Lowestoft. - 10% off all stock 
 

 MaxMoto, Bury St Edmunds, - 10% off parts, clothing, accessories.(Not 

tyres). 5% off workshop jobs. Certain exceptions may apply! 
 

 Bowers Motorcycles, Bury St. Edmunds - 10% off full price stock, 
accessories, clothing etc. 

 

 Lind Motorrad BMW, Norwich - 10% off parts & accessories. 
 

 Washbrook Service Station - At least 10% off accessories in stock, 
(not tyres), + discounted Mots. 

 

 Davey Bros Motorcycles - Discounted Mots.  
 

 Ipswich Motorcycle Accessories - 10% off all stock. 
 

 Autofit Ipswich Ltd - Discounts available, ask for Adrian Fitch, 
 

 Lings, Ipswich - 10% off Helmets, 5% off clothing, 5% off parts. 
Items must be in stock, 

 

 Mototechniks, Stowupland - 10% off clothing, helmets, accessories, 
oils, (not tyres), 5% off workshop jobs. 

 

  Chris Self Motorcycles who is offering SAM members the 
following package:- MOT's £25, Non-OEM service items, oils, plugs, 
filters batteries etc  - 10% discount. Pairs of ZR rated tyres, fitted and 
balanced to bike  - 10% discount. ZR rated tyres fitted to "loose" 
wheels -15% discount 

 

 Parkinson Motorcycles, Colchester, - 10% off accessories & clothing. 
 

 C. J. Ball of Norwich. 10% discount on labour for servicing, not 
during peak summer months. 

Proof of identity will be required, e.g. IAM and SAM membership cards 
to be shown. If any other dealers would like to be included, please contact 

either   Nigel Chittock  or  Bill Dunham.   
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SAM has two online shops where you can purchase garments and gifts with the 

SAM logo on them. In both cases you can save on postage costs by getting 

together with other SAM members and combining your purchases. 

 

The first shop is with a company called Spreadshirt. All the items in 

this shop use one of three types of “printing”. With the flock or flex 

“printing” the logo is cut from a sheet of material and then applied to the item. 

Flock is similar to a fine felt, and flex is a plastic/nylon type material. For the 

digitally printed items the logo is printed on to a special transfer sheet and then 

applied to the item. 

 

The second shop is with a company called SewPersonal. All the 

items in this shop have the SAM logo embroidered on them in a 

choice of Green, Silver or Gold. NB. The initial prices you see displayed within 

the shop do NOT include the cost of the logo. This will be added once you select 

your colour option. 

 

You can visit either shop online via SAM’s website 
 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-shop.html 
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AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT     (Ipswich) Ltd 

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES    

OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG 

DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD 

WITH ADRIAN 

“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE” 

KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE… 

Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd 

8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE 

Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966 
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January’s Editorial 
A very happy New Year to all the readers  

and Members of SAM. 
 

Due to the beautiful weather that December 
has had my bike hasn’t moved since last 
month, I changed the oil and spark plugs and 
that’s the most excitement its had. 
 

The 21st saw this year’s shortest day which 
had a full moon and an eclipse as well, last time that happened was 372 
years ago, next ones in 2094 so I might miss that one….. Now the days 
should be pulling out and the sun hopefully will shine again.  
 

I hope that you all had a great Christmas and New Year, by the time you 
get this everything should be back to normal, and it’s already next year. 
Hopefully the weather should be good this year, so every time you take 
your bike out don’t forget your camera and that pen and notepad that 
Father Christmas left in your stocking and scribble a quick report on the 
ride. Sam currently has over 200 members and if everyone writes one 
article a year that would mean 16 new stories per magazine…. Now that 
would go thump on the door mat. 
 

This was my cracker joke…. Why can’t a motorbike stand up?  ….. 
Because it’s two tyred…… ☺ 
 

Thank you to the following who have contributed to this month’s 
magazine: 
 

 This month’s cover picture was provided by Tony Chyc The 
editing and graphical work was done by Mike Roberts. 
 Judy Chittock for her Caption competition picture. 
 This is me, By Claire Pearl. 
 And this is him by Tim Harrington. 
 Orwells Motorcycling for their invite to their open evening. 
 NEC bike show report by Ruth Elmer. 
 Also by Ruth Elmer the report on the Christmas Party. 
 Who do you think you are…… By the committee 
 Christmas Eve and a Tiger by Steve Gocher 
 Guest speakers by the Events team  
 Nigel Chittock for the SAM discount scheme. 
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I’m afraid that I can’t use anything photocopied or fished off the net, but 
there’s nothing stopping you writing about something that you have seen 
or read. 
 
Group Night sees the chance to win a free bottle of wine, by way of the 
caption competition.  Do you have a photo (or two) that you’ve taken of a 
motorcycle-related topic (all the better if 
could be suitable for the caption competition or for the front cover
please email / post them to the editor 
 

Safe Riding    
 

 
Editor for 
Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists and Kawasaki GT club 
 
 

If you’d like to help save the group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give m

send me an email. 

The SAM 
 

Spaces are filling up for the Sam Directory so get you entries in soon.

 

 

’m afraid that I can’t use anything photocopied or fished off the net, but 
stopping you writing about something that you have seen 

ight sees the chance to win a free bottle of wine, by way of the 
caption competition.  Do you have a photo (or two) that you’ve taken of a 

related topic (all the better if they include SAM members) that 
ble for the caption competition or for the front cover

please email / post them to the editor email / address shown on page 3.

  Felix... 

Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists and Kawasaki GT club 

If you’d like to help save the group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on group night or 

 

The SAM Directory

Spaces are filling up for the Sam Directory so get you entries in soon.
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Our Venue 
 

Group Nights start at 7:30 pm on the third Tuesday of every month at 

The Valley Restaurant, Fynn Valley Golf Club, Witnesham.  IP6 9JA 
 

All facilities, including bar and restaurant are available from 6pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Map courtesy of    www.openstreetmap.org 

Creative Commons Licence 
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Observer Associate Charter 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of the Charter is to make clear the definition of what is 
expected in Observer / Associate relationship. 
 

The Observers 
Have made the effort to train, not only for the IAM test but have taken 
part in extensive Observer training to become Observers for the group. 
They are a valuable asset to the group and give of their time freely, except 
for a small contribution from the associates for their expenses. Observers 
attend regular refresher training sessions with Senior Observers, support 
theory nights and Riding Dexterity days. 
 

The Associates 
 Are expected to have an equal commitment with the goal being 

the IAM test. 

 Are to be available for regular observed rides ideally every two 
weeks with at least 100 practice miles being covered in that period. 
Continuity cannot be maintained with regular gaps of three weeks 
or more or no miles between observed rides. 

 Must agree the dates of the next runs at the debriefing and 
must practice any improvement recommendations between the runs. 

 Will where possible attend a riding Dexterity Day to improve 
their slow speed manoeuvres and control. 

 Must make an effort to study the theory by reading ‘How to be 
a better rider’ and the Highway Code plus attend club Theory 
Nights when possible. 

 Cancellation of a planned run due to poor weather conditions 
will be at the discretion of the Observer. If after a period of one 
month, an Observer has not heard from the Associate it will be 
assumed that interest has been lost and the Associate will be placed 
back at the bottom of the waiting list. 

 When the Observer feels the associate is riding consistently at 
the test standard a Cross check will be arranged with a Senior 
Observer. 

 The Observer will give as much help and encouragement as 
possible but the onus is on the associate to endeavour. 
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Dates for your Dairy 
 

January 2011 
 

Tuesday 18
th
  Group Night  Announcements at 20:00 followed by 

Austin Vince sharing his experiences of navigating 

the globe 
 

Thursday 20
th
  Roadcraft Theory Evening Come along and learn 

more about Roadcraft. Topic: Brakes, Gears & 

Acceleration Fynn Valley Golf Club 19:30 
 

Tuesday 25
th
  Anglia Karting. Farthing Road, Industrial Estate, 

Ipswich. 19:30~22:00   

Thursday 27
th
  Orwells Motorcycles open evening, 18:00~21:00 

 

February 
 

Thursday ~ Sunday MCN Motorcycle Show, London ExCel. 

3
rd
 ~ 6

th
  Call 08445810752, quote LMS07 for tickets. 

 This is the website deal and not a SAM deal. 
 

Sunday 6
th
  Breakfast Run.  The Jubilee Cafe, Ardleigh, Essex 

 

Tuesday 15
th
  Group Night, 19:30 prompt please, SAM AGM & 

announcements at followed by a multi-media Quiz 

from Mike Roberts. 
 

Thursday 17
th
  Roadcraft Theory Evening Come along and learn 

more about Roadcraft. Topic: Overtaking. Fynn 

Valley Golf Club 7:30pm 
 

March 
 

Sunday 6
th
   Breakfast Run. Attleborough. Norfolk 

 

Tuesday 15
th
  Group Night, Announcements at 20:00 followed 

by Guest speaker 
 

Thursday 17
th
  Roadcraft Theory Evening Come along and learn 

more about Roadcraft. Topic: Observation, 

Planning & Positioning. Fynn Valley Golf Club  

19:30 
 

Saturday 19
th
   M/C Dexterity & Control, 09:00~13:00  

 Sidegate Primary School, Ipswich 
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April 
 

Sunday 3
rd
  Breakfast Run. St Ives, Huntingdonshire 

 

Saturday 17
th
   M/C Dexterity & Control, 09:00~13:00  

 Sidegate Primary School, Ipswich 
 

Tuesday 19
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 20:00 

followed by Kevin Stark talking about the  

IAM Test 
 

Thursday 21
st
  Roadcraft Theory Evening Come along and learn 

more about Roadcraft. Topic: Cornering. Fynn 

Valley Golf Club  19:30 
 

Thursday 28
th
  Chip run. 18:30~20:30Details to follow. 

 

May 
 

Sunday 8
th
  Breakfast Run. Street Café, 4 High Street, Town 

Centre, Ely, CB7 4LB  
 

Saturday 14
th
   M/C Dexterity & Control, 09:00~13:00  

 Sidegate Primary School, Ipswich 
 

Tuesday 17
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 20:00 

followed by Adam Williams talking about Serious 

Collision Investigation 
 

Thursday 19
th
  Roadcraft Theory Evening Come along and learn 

more about Roadcraft. Topic: Brakes, Gears & 

Acceleration. Fynn Valley Golf Club  19:30 
 

Saturday 21st  Sheringham Crab and Lobster Festival, NR26 

8JP 

Sunday 22nd  Sheringham Classic Car and bike show NR26 

8JP.10am ~ 4pm. If you would like to enter your 

classic motorbike contact the editor. 
 

Thursday 26
th
  Chip run. 18:30~20:30,Details to follow. 

 

June 
Saturday / Sunday National Road Rally  

25
th
~26

th
       www.nationalroadrally.co.uk 
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