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Chairman’s Chat
Dear Reader,
Welcome to the January edition of our SAM magazine, I
hope 2012 has started off well for you and yours. The
Rudland Christmas and New Year holidays were
deliciously entertaining; our dustbin men will be forgiven
for thinking our house was full of alcoholic carnivores. So
what’s new I hear you ask? Well, we don’t usually eat a
lot of meat!
There’s all too often an immense pressure to launch into a new year full of joy
and expectation but I’m sure there will be some amongst us who are stepping
gingerly into 2012, unsure of things to come. If you or someone close to you is
facing 2012 with a degree of trepidation, I offer you my heart felt best wishes
and all the luck in the world.
I’m not a huge fan of New Year’s resolution but I’m going to try very hard to
do 2 things in the New Year. Firstly, for Felix our editor, get a new photograph
for the Chairman’s Chat page, poor chap’s been asking for nearly a year and
I’ve now run out of lame excuses. And secondly, get out on my motorbike
more this year as I didn’t clock up as many miles in 2011 as I had hoped to.
Now the festivities are over for another year we can start thinking more about
motorbike trips. Although David and I are not able to commit to a summer
holiday just yet, we are starting to mull over some favoured destinations.
Somewhere near the top of my wish list is Edinburgh Zoo to see the Pandas,
unfortunately (at the moment) David is not quite so keen. Whether we go near
or far, be it for a few days or a few weeks, I just can’t wait to get the panniers
packed and feel the tarmac beneath those two wheels again.
In last month’s magazine, you may remember, I subtly mentioned that we need
some more volunteers to join us on the SAM Committee. As feared I have not,
as yet, had any response, so I’ll take this opportunity to be a little more
specific. We desperately need a couple of people to help us plan and coordinate
SAM events. Please don’t be put off by the formality of the word committee,
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we are just a team of willing members who meet, once a month, quite
informally and between us we’re trying to keep SAM at the top of its game.
I’m prepared to guarantee that the more you put into the group the more you
will gain from it, so why not give it a go?
Well, I’m afraid the kitchen is calling me yet again so I will have to draw this
chat to an end. I hope you’re able to join us on Tuesday 17th January for the
annual quiz night, it’s sure to be an entertaining evening with plenty of light
hearted banter and team rivalry. Please feel free to bring along a friend or two,
the more the merrier.
With my very best wishes for a rip-roaring 2012,

Beverley

Secretary’s Scribbles
Well, yet another year gone and
welcome 2012.
December was a funny month by not
having a group night. I felt a bit lost.
Let’s hope we can make up with bigger
and better events this year.
Santa forgot to bring me the Ducati I
asked for, but at least I got another
spray container of FS365. Expensive,
but probably the best anti-corrosion
product I know (with the possible
exception of ACF50, but it’s made out
of gold and unobtainium, - it should be,
the price it is!)
Then when the sales began (Boxing Day
on the web) I got myself a pair of
summer gloves from Hein Gericke, with
free delivery. They have a perforated mesh back, so I’ll be very disappointed if
we don’t have a hot summer.
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Now is the time for planning those summer rides, either day trips or maybe
longer trips abroad. I’m currently considering a trip over the channel in May,
but I’m not sure who (if anyone) I’m travelling with yet. Why not let the SAM
membership know of your plans.
Finally, just to let you know that our Web (and Quiz) Master, Mike Roberts is
working on a gallery of members and their bikes, hopefully soon to be
launched on our website. So please send Mike your photos a.s.a.p.
Here’s my contribution:
Hope to see many of you on the gallery soon.
Happy New Year.

Martin.

CARING SAM
We at SAM like to pride ourselves on having a very
good and highly regarded club. We know when things go
right but how will we know if they do not? This is
something we would like to address and our Vice
Chairman Karl Hale, as part of his role is now appointed
customer service / complaints point of contact. If there is
something that is lacking with the club or something you
as a member (associate or full) have experienced within
the club and would have rather not, please contact Karl.
Your views can then be brought to the attention of the
committee or dealt with more discretely. Either way you will be informed of
the plan or outcome. You can contact Karl on 01359 241552 or
email
vicechairman@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com

New Members
A warm welcome is extended to our most recent new associate member:
Andrew Jaques
If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and
we will put that right
The SAM Observer January 2012
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IAM Test Passes
This month no-one has passed their Advanced test.
When you pass your advanced test please let
Derek Barker or Susan Smith know.

Social Rides
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the
vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group
activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot
and do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage
to vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the
Group. Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own
risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person
or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road
tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable).
Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s
guidelines as follows:
You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route
If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine.
Be responsible for your own safety
Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time.
Have a FULL tank of fuel
No more than 5 in a group.

The Magazine Needs
Dear Reader
This year the magazine will need, as with every year,
articles to go in the magazine and pictures as these are
quite good as page or hole fillers, so don’t be shy. When
out and about on your bike jot down a few words with a
picture and send it to the editor. Even if it is just down
the road to visit the supermarket. Add things like the
weather, road conditions, how the bike responded.
The SAM Observer January 2012
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Motorcycle Dexterity 2012
& Control Days
(a.k.a. Slow Riding Days)
For every motorcycle spill that makes the local papers, there are many more
which never get much publicity. How many of you in your time riding have
never struggled to keep your bike upright while manoeuvring in a parking area,
or had to take a big dab with either foot while negotiating queues of commuter
traffic? Not many (if any). Very often in these situations the rider grabs a
handful of front brake, shortly followed by the resulting sound of expensive
plastic and metal making contact with the ground.
The SAM MD&C Days give you the opportunity to practice the art of riding a
motorcycle slowly, and to learn the techniques that will help you do it.
This year the venue will be the playground of Sidegate Primary School,
Sidegate Lane, Ipswich. IP4 4JD (Map in the Calendar on the SAM website).
Please contact the Senior Observer to book your place for the date you are
interested in attending. Before you attend one of SAM's Dexterity days, you
must inform your Insurance Company that you intend to practise slow
speed machine control in a school playground and ask them to confirm
that you will have full cover for this activity.
Dates of 2012
Date
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday

17th March
22nd April
19th May
17th June
14th July
19th August
15th September
21st October
17th November

Time

Senior Observer

09:00
09:00
09:00
09:00
09:00
09:00
09:00
09:00
09:00

TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

Each session starts promptly at the stated time and lasts up to 4 hours
depending on numbers attending.
Please bring a drink and something to eat
as we will have a break and there are no
cafés nearby.
The SAM Observer January 2012
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Membership Fees for 2012
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Standing Order Reminder
We are now nearing the time for subs to be paid. This is a reminder to ask all
members to pay their subs by standing order on the 1st of January 2012. For
members who set up a standing order in 2011, you do not need to fill in a
renewal form unless any of your details have changed. Membership cards will
be issued on receipt of the standing order payment.
A standing order mandate can be found on the website under the 'Join us'
heading with the renewal form. If you get this magazine via email you can
follow the link to the renewal form, or type it in your web browser. Once
completed please print it out and give it to Linda or Judy.
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-membershiprenewal.html
If you use internet banking it is possible to set up a standing order online
without any sort of form (this may depend on your bank).
Information you need:-Sort Code:

20-92-08 Account No: 10363650

Account Name: Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists
Reference: Enter your initials & surname, these will appear on SAM's
bank statement
It could not be easier, once you have set up your standing order you will not
have to think about it again, it will just automatically be debited from your
bank account in January each year.
If you have not completed a Gift Aid form and you pay tax please complete a
form and give it to Linda or Judy as this brings money into the club each year.
If you follow the link above the Gift Aid form is under the renewal form.
Any queries please email Linda Barker at linda.barker@btinternet.com or
Judy Chittock at judy.chittock@btinternet.com.
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A Café Too Far
Sunday, 4th December 9.00 am meet Glen Stow, 9.30 am meet Tony Bury St
Edmunds. Head west for secret café. Glen FJR1300, Tony K1200S. They both
have a choice of bikes, me GS no choice.
Glen to lead, Tony in the middle as he doesn't know where's he's going, me on
the back trying to keep up. Route plan was to find our way onto a 'B' road
which will take us from west of Cambridge to St Neots. It was a previous ride
with Glen when we had happened across this road while returning from the
secret café.
So A143 fast road to Haverhill, A1307 onto A11. Off A11-505-M11 north Jct
12, exit to A603 direction Barton ¼ mile R.T. B1046. Well done Glen. This
road twists and turns through a series of villages, crossing what was the old
A14, now renumbered A1198 and was the “Old North Road”, reason being if
you turn the clock back before the M1 our route out of East London was A10A14-A1 and the North.
The B1046 is a motorcyclist road with fast sweeping bends leading into some
blind uphill turns and often a bit of late braking. Unfortunately it only lasts for
approximately 18 miles.
Now St Neots is not the easiest town to navigate as the Great Ouse runs right
through the town centre with the choice of a bridge on the A428 or Glen's
choice head through town centre, cross river on bridge in town, then leave St
Neots on B645. Didn't quite work life that. One missed turn on leaving the
town saw us heading towards Little Paxton and the A1 north.
Now the good ride got even better with not a TWAT-NAV between us (only
reason Tony was allowed to join us was he promised to leave his GPSEY at
home and also not run out of petrol (last time he was out, COMPUTER SAID
FUEL FOR 40 MILES – LIAR).
So A1 north it was by mutual agreement. 3 miles exit A1 B661 signed
Grafham Water and Kimbolton (home of the Secret Café) before rejoining the
Kimbolton Road B645 Glen still leading when he was overcome by a sign
showing a knife and fork at West Perry Picnic spot on Grafham Water.
Well spotted Glen. Nice clean café. Good breakfast, overlooks Grafham
Water. Lots of tables, quick service, plenty of hard standing for bike parking.
Recommended ***. Breakfast £6.75 including tea. As we were leaving a large
The SAM Observer January 2012
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group of motorcyclists pull in. Yet another good sign.
So our secret café became a CAFE TOO FAR. Maybe at a later date we will
let you into our secret.

To complete our ride in a circular route Glen lead off once again, following the
B661 to the B645 Kimbolton. As you exit the town R.T. Onto the B660 this is
regular route of ours and a brilliant motorcycling road. It would if followed
take you just short of Peterborough.
Glen led us through to Glatton and I took the lead homeward, crossing A1, a
sharp right turn B1043 (originally the A1), following this down through Sawtry
junction and at 4th roundabout 1st exit signed Abbots Ripon, B1090, yet another
blinding road through to Houghton. L.T. B1123 St Ives-Earith-Haddenham,
cross A10 Streatham-Wicken to A142. R/A 3rd exit, take unclassified signed
Fordham, mini roundabout, 1st exit B1102 as you leave 40 limit, R.T. B1085
Chippenham-Kentford A14 Home, or if you still want more, at Kentford cross
B1506 for Moulton B1085 Wickhambrook back to A143 Bury St Edmunds.
Round trip Stow to Stow 170 miles.
If this is my last decent ride this year it could not have been better.
Thanks Glen and Tony.

Keith Gilbert
The SAM Observer January 2012
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Drivers Licences
(Have you checked yours recently?)
As part of my ‘day job’ I often have to ask people for a form of ID, particularly
on various accredited training courses. The usual item offered is a plastic
driving licence card, which for my purpose is fine. About a year ago I started
asking people to just check the date in part 4b on the front of their licence card
and picked up the occasional person whose licence had expired. Just recently
I’ve noticed the number of expired card licences I find has increased
significantly, on one course recently in Glasgow, 3 of the 8 people on the
course!
So that led me to do a bit of research and find out why this is happening and
what it actually means to have an expired photo-card and the counterpart paper
document. The information below is purely my understanding, from articles
I’ve read and you should contact the DVLA if you need advice.
EU directives require member states to issue card based licences and they offer
many advantages to drivers (riders – they don’t go soggy when riding across
France in the rain!) and the authorities in relation to forgery.
The cards were introduced in July 1998 with the first ones having colour
photos, the latter ones black and white. The expiry date relates to the 10 year
renewal of the photograph, not the licence itself. Hence on many of the ‘first
cards’ the pictures are now going out of date. The old paper licences didn’t
expire (normally) until your 70th birthday and many drivers are unaware of the
meaning of the date in ‘4b’. There have been many cases of drivers ‘loosing’
categories when applying for cards so if you apply for a card make sure you
keep a record of your licence allocation details.
Research suggests 25 million card-licences have been issued, expiry may affect
around 300,000 drivers a year. Official DVLA figures reveal that while 16,136
expired last summer, so far only 11,566 drivers have renewed, leaving 4,570
outstanding!
If you still have your paper driving licence you don't have to worry about ten
yearly updates although you must still notify DVLA of name or address
changes. Parliament has given powers to recall all paper licences so the more
secure photocard licences would be held by everyone, but no date has been set
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for this and the government is well aware that it would be very controversial to
make everyone buy a new licence.
Keeping the details on your paper licence up to date will ensure that DVLA is
able to tell you when and if you need to do something.
It costs £17.50 to renew the card licence (every 10 years) and you should get a
reminder through the post, which is okay if you’ve told the DVLA if you have
moved. Being caught driving with an out of date photo-card could attract a
£1000 fine or if related to a traffic offence, points on your licence or your
vehicle seized. It will also invalidate your vehicle insurance which is a major
concern if one of the many people driving around with an expired licence
‘bump’ into you!
So when you next open your wallet or purse, take a moment and just check the
date in ‘4b’, that you have the correct vehicle details on the back of the card
and notify the DVLA of any changes.
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Motoring/DriverLicensing/index.htm
http://www.theaa.com/public_affairs/news/photocard-driving-licencerenewal.html

André Castle

Letter to Chief Observer
Hi Derek,
I'm pleased to report that I achieved the 'recommend' standard on Tuesday 29th
December following a grilling from Kevin. It felt like a close run thing, maybe
it's always like that...anyway, still much learning to be achieved I feel, but a
milestone reached nevertheless!
I have thanked Stuart and Bob McGeady for their support as Observer and
Cross check and all I can say is that if all the Observers are as professional as
Stuart, then that is a very high standard and maybe something for me to aim for
in the future...I think I'll do more social riding in the near term however!!!
I've been really enthused for my riding since joining the club and look forward
to some ride outs in the coming year.
Kind regards
The SAM Observer January 2012
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February’s Breakfast Run 2012
Sunday 5th February
Beach Cafe, Sizewell Gap,
Sizewell, Leiston,
Suffolk. IP16 4UH
01728 831108
Ride Coordinator – TBA

Meet at Tesco Stowmarket at 9:45 for 10 am
start

Turn left out of car park then take 2nd exit at
Roundabout on to the A1120 to YOXFORD.
At the junction of A12 Turn Left ¼ ml then
Turn Right onto B1122, Sign Posted LEISTON,
just before Leiston Turn Left
UNCLASSIFIED Sign Posted SIZEWELL
Very poor weather route
Make tea and toast and go back to bed!

The SAM Observer January 2012
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The Kawasaki Versys 1000
Test Ride
The Kawasaki Versys 1000 Test Ride

Its 23rd December, the phone rings, Shaun from Orwell Motorcycles, could I do
them a favour? They had taken delivery of the new Versys 1000 demo and
needed someone to take it out and put some miles on it. Don’t they think that I
had nothing better to do, after all it is Christmas soon (or my wife had nothing
planned for me)? After he begged (and I checked that the wife was definitely
out all morning) I ‘reluctantly’ gave in after a second or two, managing to get
down to the shop in 15 minutes.
At first glance the Versys is not a pretty machine but then most ‘adventure’
bikes don’t rely on good looks.
Next to my Suzuki V Strom it’s appears taller, angular and altogether more
purposeful looking. (Pieced together from Lego according to my youngest
daughter I’m sure she knows what she means!)
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Getting on confirms it is that bit taller than the V Strom but not as high as the
BMW GS 1200, both bikes being taller than the Honda Crossrunner I recently
rode.
The handlebars feel the same width as the V Strom making me feel at home
and the instrument panel seems clear and well set out. The left hand unit also
controlling the power options and traction control.
What are immediately obvious are the well-padded seat and the exceptionally
good mirrors. I’m not small (thank you Mr Barker no comments please) but the
mirrors give a clear, wide rear view rather than my elbows half filling them.
Speaking of our beloved Chief Observer it occurred to me that he would no
doubt have a hissy and suffer some degree of jealousy that one of his
indifferent associates that he ‘somehow’ got through his advanced test was
being allowed first go on a new bike.
Always looking to keep the peace (and avoid further comments on Facebook) I
suggested that Orwell might like to ask Derek for a second opinion and he
could be in a position where he could ask Linda to accompany him to give her
assessment from the pillion.
Power is supplied by the liquid cooled 1043cc in line four. Pulling away at 1.5k
there is no warning of the acceleration hovering at 4 thousand revs.
Taking the Versys around
the one way system in the
Christmas traffic finds it
happy to trickle along in 1st
or 2nd and easy to keep at
walking pace. The back
brake providing adequate
stability and control. Some
riders may find the nonadjustable clutch lever span
a bit of a stretch but an aftermarket item could sort this easily. Greasy roundabouts are negotiated tightly
and without drama or even the hint of a slide.
Heading out towards Manningtree, short shifting the gears (well the bike had
12 miles on the clock and was brand new!) on the damp tarmac up by the ski
slope you find that 60+ is there all too soon even in 6th gear. (Rumour has it
that track day acceleration and speeds are achievable in 6th gear)
The SAM Observer January 2012
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The engine delivers power in any gear and the acceleration is rapid and linear
with no flat spot. The suspension keeps everything tidy and planted on the
chosen line.
Front suspension is through 43mm inverted forks with rebound damping and
pre-load adjustment. The rear is a horizontal back link with a manual remote all
round adjustability.
The bike is totally
composed with the
Scorpion trail tyres
adhering nicely on
the damp surface.
Usually I find myself
in 3rd gear on the V
Strom going past the
entrance to Jimmy’s
farm and into the
bend leading to the straight down past the reservoir but the Versys is up in 4th
and still driving firmly on line at 45ish.
Entering the straight there’s a white Fiesta filling the mirrors (driver complete
with baseball cap), only polite to roll on and get out of the way. Changing up to
5th I realise he’s still back up the hill and I’m running past the reservoir and
looking up at the next bend, I guess he missed his gear change.
The Versys provides an elevated view from comfortable seating with room to
move about. When accelerating there’s the nicely moulded hump behind the
rider to steady against as you lean the bike over and glide round the bends.
Passenger comfort looks good with large grab rails and a luggage rack
provided as standard.
The brochure for the bike shows that hard luggage, heated grips and other
accessories are available to order making this a well sorted touring bike. Not
having a passenger to spare I can’t comment on how the Versys behaves two
up. It looks as though the passenger will sit higher on the elevated rear section
of the seat but not looking as though they sit on the shoulders of the person in
front.
Completing another 60 miles, the Versys was taken over rough tarmac and
damp mud strewn roads. On the dual carriageways there was some minimal
reaction to side winds but less so than experienced on the V Strom. The extra
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cubic capacity steadies the bike and the suspension is firm but pliant giving
good rider feedback.
Having done the polite thing at Orwell I was happy to hear that Derek was
invited to take out the Versys (also suggested they give him first option next
time they have a new bike they want run in!) It seems we both agree on the
bikes characteristics including the styling. Some polite persons have suggested
that it flatters our good looks!
Derek commented that the bike is very impressive and rides very well two up.
Leg room is ample for a tallish pillion and the low end grunt just takes the extra
load on really well.
Derek and Linda did around 50 miles and found the bike was really
comfortable, the suspension is apparently better than their present machine, as
is the comfort of the standard seat.
Looking at the luggage for touring it looks good and is better than most bikes
in the class being Givi marked up as Kawasaki it will be better priced and as
the bike has the rails and rack as standard this will be a saving.
When comparing the price we agreed we should consider this bike comes with
ABS and Traction control as standard, which is extra on BMW’s and only on
the top of the range Tiger.
The only thing Derek noticed was an annoying vibration at around 6K which
seems to be some kind of resonance as it went away at around 7.7K, he felt it
might be OK when run in! (Mr Barker I hope you didn’t abuse the poor thing)
Linda apparently was very impressed and said she would have no problems if
they swapped this for the Tiger! (I guess this is why it’s now featured on
Derek’s Facebook page).
Would I have one? If I had to run just one bike today then I would probably
pick this one, there is however Triumph who are putting their new adventure
bike out in the New Year. Saying this it will have to be something very special
to persuade me to part with the extra money it will cost over the Versys.
Although it lacks remote suspension adjustment, heated grips, hand guards and
centre stand, this bike may be the surprise package of the New Year for those
considering a real distance machine that is not excessively priced.
Thanks to Shaun and Mark at Orwell who got me out of the Christmas
preparations allowing me one of the most enjoyable biking days ever on damp
roads.
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It’s also thanks to S.A.M. developing my riding competence to the degree that
the guys at Orwell were confident to let me ride their new machine straight
from the crate.
A big thank you to Derek and Linda for their input to this review.

Steve Cook

A word or two from Espana
Hi Friends,
I’m typing this on New
Year’s Day, so a very happy
and prosperous year ahead to
you all. The sun is shining
brightly, and the temperature
on the terrace outside is
nudging up towards 20c at
11am. Yes, you are right, we
are not in the UK.

Rosina and I are
spending our third
successive winter in
the
Alicante
province of the Costa
Blanca in Spain, and
very much enjoying
life
here.
The
weather
through
November
was
pretty wet, but the
last few weeks have
The SAM Observer January 2012
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been dry, sunny and pleasantly warm (This is still mid-winter
mid inter here after all.)
There are a few drawbacks about being “snowbirds” – the name we are given
by the ex-pats,
pats, as winter visitors only to the country. Amongst them is the fact
that it isn’t practical to bring the bikes with us, which is a great shame as
a there
are some really great roads through the
mountains with wonderful scenery. Much less
fun in a car, although the views are still
amazing. We took a ride up into the Coll de
Rates on Christmas Eve to sample the
applestrudel at the mountain restaurant, and
hope you get some idea of the views from the
pics attached.
We plan to be back for Easter, so look forward to catching up with old friends
then. Meanwhile, may we take this opportunity to wish all friends a happy and
prosperous year ahead.
Ride safely.
Besties
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SAVING THE BEST 'TIL LAST
El Prado Mayor was our last night's stop before heading back to Santander for
our ferry back to the UK.
Our last full day in
Spain had been a fairly
long day, leaving El
Burgo de Osma after
breakfast to head up
into the La Rioja
region, calling in at
“Del Canon Del Rio
Lobos”. Our travelling
companions Shirley and
Ray Spreadbury were
new to this area of
Spain and were keen to take in as much as possible, even if it did mean
WALKING. The canyon is 4 kms off the road and from then on it's on foot
(we didn't walk the whole of the 4 kms). It is a forbidding rockscape and deep
river canyon with an abundance of vultures and various birds of prey. Both
Shirley and Ray were soon engaged in conversation with the National Park
Underground Team, who had arrived with all their caving kit. We think they
said they were going into an 11 km underground cave (Canyon Del Rio Lobos
is 15 kms north of El Burgo).
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We were still left with a fair days ride through the western Rioja and into
Cantabria.
At our lunch stop of bread, cheese and fruit on the side of the road (we had
been blessed with warm sunny days throughout our trip to Spain and Portugal)
it was “okay Ray, where do you want to stop tonight?” Choice of 2 B & B's
from Sawday's Guide. Both about 80 kms from Santander, right in the heart of
Cantabria.
After studying the options entry 136 came the reply.
Okay, El Prado Mayor it is.
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Now for those not familiar with a Sawday's Guide directions to all the B & B's
are given, along with cost, number of rooms and whether English is spoken.
Always handy as so many of the properties are rural and well off the beaten
track. A 'phone call can save a useless journey.
El Prado is in the “well, not even a village – we'll call it a Hamlet” of
Quintanilla, which is on the regional Michelin Map 572 85 kms south of
Santander.
We arrived (after a 'phone call) at 4.45 to be met by our host Olga Fernãndez,
the most friendly gentle person you could meet, full of enthusiasm for the
region in which she lived.
El Prado is a 16th century farmhouse concealed behind a gated archway and
although we were offered garage space for the bikes we declined. Just couldn't
be bothered to move them. Once inside this beautiful old house, which Olga
and her husband had lovingly restored with real attention to detail, we knew we
could relax and enjoy the surrounding views. Sawday's says “the lush
landscape is one of Spain's best kept secrets” - how right that is.
Our rooms were superb and we were soon showered, dressed and ready for a
beer. I was already wishing we could stay for more than one night and we
hadn't even eaten yet.
Maureen and I had passed through Cantabria numerous times, this being our
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19th trip to Spain, and I suppose as both Spanish ferry ports are in the region
our tendency has been to be off the ferry, which is usually a morning arrival
and no matter which direction we were headed it was straight through
Cantabria. Never again!
And so to dinner. Starter of black pudding, then courgette soup (2nd helping for
Ray and Maureen), duck and salad and ending with coffee crème caramel.
This was all accompanied with wine and home-made bread. The produce was
all home-made and courgettes and salad coming from their organic garden.
Breakfast consisted of fresh melon, home-made yoghurt with muesli, freshly
squeezed orange, home-made bread and jam and cake with English Breakfast
tea. Cost 140 Euros, B & B, drinks, dinner for 2.
Olga gave us so much local information, particularly on the Ojo Gaurena Cave
system which may well be the first underground National Park in Europe none
of us wanted to leave, it was quite emotional, Ray being near to tears, but that
could be the result of the bill.
Now one of the finest rides I've had in Europe was from El Prado Mayor. The
BU526 took us to Espinosa de los Monteros, then north via BU570/571 and
our first mountain pass Portillo de la Sia. From there the CA665 to the 2nd pass
Puerto de Ason, the CA265 to Arrendondo and the C261 and a long climb up to
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Puerto de Alisas. It was along this fabulous road we met probably 100 or so
vintage, classic and a few modern bikes taking part in the Moto Piston Rally.
Our next visit to Spain will be to explore more of Cantabrica and certain revist
El Prado Mayor.
Now for anyone new to this, it is so easy with sailings from Portsmouth to
Santander and Bilbao with “Brittany Ferries”. You can have from as little as 4
nights in Spain, all ferries sail overnight. We sailed outward at midday arriving
in Santander at 1.00 pm Spanish time next day, returning 3.30pm Spanish
time, arriving 3.30 pm Portsmouth (a little later than stated due to change of
course). The return cost with an inside 2 bunk en-suite cabin both ways was
£427. For first timers El Prado would serve as a base for a week, allowing trips
to the coast, Burgos, La Rioja and the Picos de Europa regions. All you need is
“Lonely Planet Spain”, “Alastair Sawday's Special Places to Stay”, a Michelin
map and a motorcycle.

Keith Gilbert

Footnote:
It took an American writer that we met in the Spanish Pyrenees some years ago
who told us about a book he was researching on the effect of buildings on
people's lives and he said “do you know it took 3 generations of stonemasons
to make the columns in Burgos Cathedral?” We didn't know that but that
remark took us to Burgos and visit the Cathedral. Now it's your turn.

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/
All adverts will be valid for one month, If the Editor is not told the
following month that the item is still for sale the advert will be removed.
Send your classified items to the Editor, contact details on page 3
Price for non-member classifieds is £5
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Note from the Editor
This was put though my door, no covering letter, no name or address
If anyone knows the artist can they thank them from the club.
Please.

SPY SHOT – SAM chief observer seen in public with his
new Suzuki GSX 750!!!!

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES

AUTOFIT(Ipswich) Ltd
OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG
DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD
WITH ADRIAN
“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE”
KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE…
Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd
8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE
Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966
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SAM Discount Scheme
Motorcycle Clothing Centre, Wymondham. www.motorcycle-clothing.co.uk
01953 606922, -10% off full price stock.
Orwell Motorcycles, Ipswich. www.orwell.co.uk 01473 257401, Discounts
always available, please ask + Discounted MoTs.
Dave Barkshire Motorcycles, Norwich. www.davebarkshire.com 01603
722800, - 10% off parts & accessories etc.
Colchester Kawasaki Ltd. www.colchesterkawasaki.co.uk 01206 860006,
10% off clothing and accessories.
T.K. Cope, Colchester. www.tkcope.com 01206 868663, Up to 10% off
clothing and accessories.
MaxMoto, Bury St Edmunds. www.maxmoto.co.uk 1284 701170, 10% off
parts, clothing, accessories. (Not tyres). 5% off workshop jobs. Certain
exceptions may apply!
Lind Motorrad BMW, Norwich. www.lindmotorrad.co.uk 01603 622655,
10% off parts & accessories.
Washbrook Service Station. www.washbrookmotorcycles.co.uk 01473
730282, At least 10% off accessories in stock, (not tyres), + discounted Mots.
Davey Bros Motorcycles Ltd, Ipswich. www.daveybros.co.uk 01473 254488,
Discounted Mots.
Ipswich Motorcycle Accessories. www.ipswichmca.co.uk 01473 257515 10%
off all stock.
Autofit Ipswich Ltd. www.autofitipswich.co.uk 01473 723325, Discounts
available, ask for Adrian Fitch.
Lings, Ipswich. www.lings.com 01473 272789, 10% off Helmets, 5% off
clothing, 5% off parts. Items must be in stock.
Mototechniks Ltd, Stowupland. www.mototechniks.com 01449 775775, 10%
off clothing, helmets, accessories, oils, (not tyres), 5% off workshop jobs.
Chris Self Motorcycles, www.chrisselfmotorcycles.com 01473 225990, who
is offering SAM members the following package:- MOT's £25, Non-OEM
service items, oils, plugs, filters batteries etc - 10% discount. Pairs of ZR rated
tyres, fitted and balanced to bike - 10% discount. ZR rated tyres fitted to
"loose" wheels -15% discounts.
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Parkinson Motorcycles, Colchester. www.parkinsonmotorcycles.co.uk 01206
368500, 10% off accessories & clothing.
C. J. Ball of Norwich. www.cjball.com 01603 307500, 10% discount on
labour for servicing, not during peak summer months.
RiderMount, Layham. www.ridermount.com 01473 823351, 5% discount on
orders placed at www.RiderMount.com for all SAM members. Providers of
GPS mounts etc.
Just Helmets. www.justhelmets.co.uk 01912 755444, 10% when using the
discount code “IAM”
BikerTidy. www.bikertidy.co.uk 01933 274323, Manufacturers of kit storage
systems, bike stands, lifts etc. 5% discount on orders placed by phone,.
Proof of identity will be required, e.g. IAM and SAM membership cards to be
shown. If any other dealers would like to be included, please contact either

Nigel Chittock
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SAM has two online shops where you can purchase garments and gifts with the
SAM logo on them. In both cases you can save on postage costs by getting
together with other SAM members and combining your purchases.
The first shop is with a company called Spreadshirt. All the items
in this shop use one of three types of “printing”. With the flock or
flex “printing” the logo is cut from a sheet of material and then applied to the
item. Flock is similar to a fine felt, and flex is a plastic/nylon type material. For
the digitally printed items the logo is printed on to a special transfer sheet and
then applied to the item.

The second shop is with a company called SewPersonal. All the
items in this shop have the SAM logo embroidered on them in a
choice of Green, Silver or Gold. NB. The initial prices you see displayed within
the shop do NOT include the cost of the logo. This will be added once you
select your colour option.

You can visit either shop online via SAM’s website

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-shop.html
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January’s Editorial 2012
I’m writing this last year.. ☺, having had a
good time at Christmas with the family. This
year we had Duck rather than the traditional
Turkey. Mainly because I had to chase it
round the garden.
My poor old bike has been abandoned in the
shed. I did go on the Brunch run which was
very good. Nice relaxed run with a nice hot
cup of coffee at the end. I haven’t had the opportunity to use the poor old girl
since. I was going to try to get on the January’ Breakfast run, so if you saw me
I managed to escape.

You’re going to be reading this next year whilst I was writing it in your last
year, which is my this year, oh dear my head hurts and it’s not the wine.. Any
way I hope that you all had a great Christmas day and still remember the New
Year. Unfortunately I have now teenage children and they are going to parties
which I have to ferry back and forth. 
Thank you to the following who have contributed to this month’s magazine:
This month’s cover picture was provided by Keith Gilbert of the
monument at Montfaucon-d-Argonne Mike Roberts who did the picture
editing and graphical work.
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A Café to Far by Keith Gilbert
Drivers Licence by André Castle
Letter to Chief Observer sent in by Bob Page.
John Sillett for arranging this month’s Breakfast ride out.
The Kawasaki Versys 1000 review by Steve Cook.
A word from Espana By Rosina and Bill Dunham
Saving the last ‘til last by Keith Gilbert.
Drawing of your Chief Observer by …. Anonymous
Who do you think you are…… By the Committee. Please look in
past magazines, Answer the questions and send to the editor.
Nigel Chittock for the SAM discount scheme.
Pictures from the Brunch Run, by Me
Safe Riding

Felix...

Editor for
Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists and Kawasaki GT club magazines.
If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your
monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email
notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or
send me an email.
I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride
outs have written, and as you can see it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so
feel free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will
have another great magazine to read.
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Our Venue
Group Nights start at 7:30 pm on the third Tuesday of every month at
The Valley Restaurant, Fynn Valley Golf Club, Witnesham. IP6 9JA
All facilities, including bar and restaurant are available from 6pm.

Map courtesy of www.openstreetmap.org
Creative Commons Licence
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Observer Associate Charter
Purpose
The purpose of the Charter is to make clear the definition of what is expected
in Observer / Associate relationship.
The Observers
Have made the effort to train, not only for the IAM test but have taken part in
extensive Observer training to become Observers for the group. They are a
valuable asset to the group and give of their time freely, except for a small
contribution from the associates for their expenses. Observers attend regular
refresher training sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and
Riding Dexterity days.
The Associates
Are expected to have an equal commitment with the goal being the
IAM test.
Are to be available for regular observed rides ideally every two
weeks with at least 100 practice miles being covered in that period.
Continuity cannot be maintained with regular gaps of three weeks or
more or no miles between observed rides.
Must agree the dates of the next runs at the debriefing and must
practice any improvement recommendations between the runs.
Will where possible attend a riding Dexterity Day to improve their
slow speed manoeuvres and control.
Must make an effort to study the theory by reading ‘How to be a
better rider’ and the Highway Code plus attend club Theory Nights when
possible.
Cancellation of a planned run due to poor weather conditions will
be at the discretion of the Observer. If after a period of one month, an
Observer has not heard from the Associate it will be assumed that interest
has been lost and the Associate will be placed back at the bottom of the
waiting list.
When the Observer feels the associate is riding consistently at the
test standard a Cross check will be arranged with a Senior Observer.
The Observer will give as much help and encouragement as
possible but the onus is on the associate to endeavour.
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SAM Events for your Dairy
January 2012
Tuesday 17th

SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30
followed by Mike Roberts' Quiz

Thursday 19th

Theory Evening. Come along and learn more
about Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Cornering

February 2012
Saturday 4th

The MCN bike show is at Excel London,
Limited places. Contact Susan Smith for more
details.

Sunday 5th

Breakfast Run. Beach Cafe, Sizewell.

Tuesday 21st

SAM Group Night. AGM & announcements at
19:30 followed by guest speaker, Very important
that everyone attends, Its your club and this is
your chance to have your voice heard.

Thursday 23rd

Theory Evening. Come along and learn more
about Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Brakes, Gears and
Acceleration

March 2012
Sunday 4th

Breakfast Run. Posh Pigs, Beccles.

Saturday 17th

M/C Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary
School, Ipswich. 09:00 – 13:00

Tuesday 20th

SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30
followed by John from Halvarsons/Jofama Bike
Gear

Thursday 22nd

Theory Evening. Come along and learn more
about Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Overtaking

April 2012
Sunday 1st
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Tuesday 17th

SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30
followed by Sam Manicom - Tales from a Globe
Trotter

Thursday 19th

Theory Evening. Come along and learn more
about Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Observation,
Planning and Positioning

Sunday 22nd

M/C Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary
School, Ipswich. 09:00 – 13:00

Thursday 26th

Chip Run. TBA

Other Events that you might
want to put in your Dairy
February 2012
Sunday 19th

The 32nd Carole Nash Bristol Classic
Motorcycle Show. Bath & West Showground,
Shepton Mallet, BA4 6QN

May 2012
Saturday 19th

BMF Show. East Of England Showground,
Peterborough

June 2012
Sunday 17th.
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Join Club SAM for London to Brighton cycle
ride. Contact Martin Andrew for details
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SAM Brunch Run. December 2011
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