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The Cover picture was taken by Derek Barker at the Trough of Bowland, 

Yorkshire Dales. 
 

Mike Roberts did the picture editing and graphical work. 
 

 
 

Dave enjoying the SAM Christmas party 

Taken by Steve Gocher  
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January’s 
Chairman’s Chat 

 

Dear Reader, 
 

Welcome to the January edition of the SAM magazine. 

Please don’t panic! I have not taken over as Chairman, 

merely standing in for Beverley this month. Why you 

ask, well I’m taking the opportunity to get my own 

back and reveal some of my own tales from the Rudland household.  
 

Before I go on, both Beverley and I would like to wish you all a happy new 

year and hope you have had a good Christmas but less eventful than ours. 
 

Well what a month! for Beverley particularly, I’m glad she hasn’t been riding 

Razor (the name of her motorcycle for those who haven’t heard before) she 

seems to have become very accident-prone this last month, I think somebody is 

trying to tell her to slow down.  
 

Three weeks ago whilst cycling to work and approaching a roundabout she 

decided to make use of her advanced training knowledge and take the lane of 

least resistance to make better progress, whilst also using the benefits of having 

increased her fitness from spending many hours on her new indoor training 

bike she had managed to increase her speed (within legal limits of course, only 

just I think!) when suddenly with her forward observation she noticed that a car 

in the other lane was turning his front wheels towards her lane. Perhaps this 

was also an advanced driver wanting to make better progress. Now, this is 

where they both then let themselves down, the car driver obviously didn’t  

check his mirrors or blind spot and Beverley was not expecting the unexpected 

to happen.  
 

Unfortunately Beverley’s work bicycle doesn’t have the benefit of ABS and 

with hindsight perhaps it could have had a little more maintenance. I would 

like to say that her brakes where applied progressively but unfortunately this 

was not the case. Panic, unbalanced and worn brake blocks caused her wheels 

to lock and after sliding several yards along the road surface, just avoiding 

impact with the car in question which actually sped off oblivious to what had 

happened, she limped back home to clean up her bloody knee and change 

damaged clothing.   
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Later that day, when the stiffness and aching had taken hold and her left foot 

was swollen making it very painful and difficult for her to walk, a visit to the 

doctors was arranged and as you’ve probably guessed, this was followed by a 

visit to the hospital X-ray department with a diagnosis of a fractured little toe.  

Ouch! You might say but I can tell you I have heard various versions of that 

word since and can’t find any of them in a thesaurus or dictionary. 
 

Drama over you might well think but unfortunately not. I won’t go into all the 

details as they don’t involve any advanced riding technics that we might learn 

from but in short Beverley spent 4 hours in A&E on Christmas day with what 

initially appeared to be quite a deep cut on her left hand caused by breaking 

glass but as it turned out the glass had completely cut through a tendon that 

controls the lift of her little finger, fortunately because they where not very 

busy that day a surgeon operated on it straight away, stitched every thing back 

together and sent her home with her hand in a splint and strict instructions not 

move any fingers on that hand for at least three weeks. Beverley is not quite 

sure which hurts the most but, as I said, at least both injuries are on one side, 

not sure if that comment helped! 
 

Now you know why I am standing in. Poor Beverley I might hear you say but 

please give a thought for me too as I am now chief cook, bottle washer and 

cleaner, I even managed, under instruction, to cook a Boxing Day roast for 

eight.  
 

Looking forward to some nicer weather and getting out on the bike. I did 

suggest, as Beverley can’t operate her clutch or change gear at the moment, 

perhaps I could arrange for her to ride her dads twist and go scooter. Her 

comments cannot be published 
 

Best wishes,         DavidDavidDavidDavid 
 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Edward Barber  his Observer was   David Rudland 

Neal Sparrow   his Observer was   Paul Spalding 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let 

Derek Barker or Susan Smith know. 
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SAM Committee Nominations

 

The club is desperate for your help, Would you like to help out ? Can you spare 

a few hours a month ? And make a huge difference on what happens within the 

club. Like all well oiled machines it needs cogs. Become a cog and join the 

committee. Now is your chance. Fill in the form and send it to David Rudland 

via post or email. Nominations have to be given 

on 18
th
 February 2014. 

 

For more information and to download a nomination form visit

http://www.suffolk

New Associate Members
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members:
 

 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next issue
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he will put your name in the next issue 
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GIFT AID FORMS 
 

Thank you to all of you who have sent in completed Gift Aid Forms.   

We still need more forms though as last year we had approximately 170 Gift 

Aid members, this year we have only got 120 to date (half of the SAM 

membership). We normally receive around the £1000 mark for the claim we 

put into the HMRC. If we do not get more Gift Aid members this will 

drastically reduce the amount of funds we will receive from HMRC next year. 
 

You can find a form on the SAM website under the membership renewal 

section or you can ask Judy Chittock or Linda Barker at group night. Also the 

more boxes you can tick on the form the better. 
 

Many thanks for your help.  
 

Judy Chittock MAAT  Treasurer 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
 

In February at the A.G.M it was agreed that subscriptions for the group needed 

to rise to maintain current commitments. 
 

The amount from January for members will rise by £2 to £22 . 

If you have joint membership the cost will be £25. 
 

As most members pay by a Standing Order Mandate this is a reminder to 

please make sure you change the amount with your bank as soon as possible. 
 

Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

Linda Barker 
 

Membership Secretary 
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One Suzuki Bandit  
one tent to The French Alps 

Bourg Saint Maurice. 
 

So as published on the SAM Forum, I decided that I had to visit the Alps, 

because I saw a clip of someone biking over the Col de L'Isseran and thought - 

gotta do that. When to go? Well as soon as possible, but depends on work, 

weather, funds etc. So June then. Reading up, it seems the mountains passes 

are sometimes clear in May, but usually June. Give it a week or so, mid June it 

is. As it happens the weather was bad in France and in the Pyrenees for most of 

May and many of the passes were still closed early June!  

 

Having never bike/camped before 

this could be interesting. How to 

get all that stuff on the bike that 

used to fill the car boot and more! 

Obviously you can't. Basics: Tent 

(I'll just use the lads little two man 

job), ground sheet, sleeping bag, 

self-inflating matt, pocket stove 

and gas, bowl, plate, knife, fork, 

spoon, coffee filter (and filters! 

and coffee), mini pans, head torch. 

A few luxuries: chopping board, 

bread knife, tea towel, pillow. Camera, head-cam, Heath-Robinson USB 

charger. Don't forget spare bulbs, Scot-oil, and oh bloody hell clothes too. 

Anyway all fits perfectly in two 

soft panniers, one 60 litre dry 

bag, daily bits in the top box. 

Bungees, couple of luggage 

straps and all ready to go.  

 

Campsite – Seez, Bourg St 

Maurice 

 

Bourg St Maurice looks like a 

good base but too far to reach in 

one day, so I faff around 
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checking out overnight campsites but decide to go upmarket for a stopover on 

the way down and back; book the Grande Hotel de L'Europe in a town called 

Langres (pronounced with a bit of phlegm at the end, so they tell me when I get 

there), because it feels about the right distance for Autoroutes and then N roads 

for the next day and it's cheapish. 

 

D-day arrives, early start for the 08:25 ferry. Clear skies, check the bungees 

and straps, and .... go. Bang on time for the boarding, straight up for a bacon 

butty. Still clear skies in Pas de Calais, but it did forecast rain in Northern 

France. Made it down to around Arras before the dark clouds appeared then 

heavy rains, wind, thunder to Reims - still that's what PVC's for isn't it - on 

with the trousers. Rain clears nearing Reims and suddenly it's about 28+ 

degrees. Pull in for a sarnie and water (hah buying water). Couple of Brits on 

an aging Blackbird stop for a chat, heading sort of in the same direction! The 

day stays warm, very warm, the sort of “don't slow down cos it gets too hot” 

warm. By the time I get to Chalons en Champagne, I've had enough AutoRoute 

so head for the N roads. Chalons, St Dizier, Joinville, Chaumont (are we there 

yet!) Very late afternoon here comes Langres, wow old medieval hill top town, 

hotel smack in the middle, excellent. Another bike in court yard too, another 

Brit on his Gizzer Thou, Neil from Dudley. He's already sussed out the 

restaurants, so after unloading and a very welcome shower, a stroll around the 

Centre Ville and in for a curry, after five mins watching some street ent’s. 

There’s always something happening in old french towns over the summer - 

never fails. So, Beer time :-) 

 

Coffee stop - Dole 

 

Not too early a start next day, all 

you can eat breakfast French style - 

stuff a couple of croissant in your 

pocket, just in case. Load up, head 

out on N roads and D roads for 

Dole (the town not the queue). 

Another gorgeous Centre Ville, it's 

hot so coffee and iced Perrier. Then 

off again for the hills of the Jura and Geneva. Some of the little villages along 

the way, I would not be surprised in the least if D’artagnan and the Three 

Musketeers strolled out of the bars or side streets, amazing character and 

charm. The hills are wonderful, twisty but reasonably fast, and then from 

nowhere wow the views of the distant Alps and Lake Geneva. Geneva itself 
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was horrible after the previous empty roads, with the border crossing into 

Switzerland and rude, impatient drivers with bugger all road sense or empathy 

and its beginning to feel like a drag getting to Annecy, some sort of traffic jam 

on a single lane road, Gendarmes, hot, sweaty. The ride by the lake is a 

saviour, and getting close to Albertville, some first cool air from the fast 

flowing rivers, which I assume must be melt water as the moist air and dip in 

temperature are noticeable. Albertville goes by, getting tired. Last few K up to 

Bourg St Maurice, turn left for Seez and there's the campsite. Madame le 

Manager is out so Madame le Manager's mother says anywhere you like. Tent 

up, brew on, and yup those croissant fill a gap. 

 

The first night, I could swear it was thundering all night, but next morning I 

find the stream next to the campsite is so swollen and fast, it’s actually moving 

rocks around. The manageress tells me it can sometimes be used for bathing, 

but right now it’s an absolute death trap. 

 

Lac de Roseland 

 

Well I’m in the Alps, better 

get into the mountains. The 

Col du Petit Saint Bernard 

sounds good, and it drops 

into Italy. So head off up 

the pass on forested road, 

and soon the tops of the 

trees next to me are the 

same level as my head and 

it looks very scary over the 

edge! Passing through the ski chalets, I soon reach the snow line and this is 

weird; deep snow overhanging the road pushing me way into the middle of the 

road, but so beautiful. And there’s the Hospital (yep St.Bernard – that’s the 

one) and then drop down really twisty hair pins one after another and hey some 

winter road repairs, and hey there’s no barrier and half the road has gone over 

the edge – think I’ll take it real steady! In the little Italian ski resort of Thuile 

and a pasta lunch, then back to Seez and my campsite over the same route. Put 

on a brew and something for dinner. 

 

I heard the Col de L'Iseran pass was still closed, so the next day I head for 

Beaufort, via the Lac de Roseland and it does not disappoint. Another quiet 

mountain pass. Not far in I encounter slippery brown stuff on the road and not 
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too far ahead there’s a small traffic queue behind a herd of cows. They’re just 

like those light brown ones on the Swiss chocolate bars. The cows pull off and 

away we go. Fantastic views from the 

top of the pass back down the way I 

came. Then over the other side and 

the Lac is looking very cold even in 

June. Down past the lake, there is a 

very thick mountain mist, which is not 

good for spotting trucks on hair pin 

bends on my side of the road. Down, 

down, down to Beaufort and a well 

earned coffee and chat with some German bikers (by the way, just like Tour de 

France, the cyclist come down way faster than the bikers). A short blast on to 

Albertville, which has a small but gorgeous medieval “old” town and the 

restaurant in the square is bloody good. (See cake picture). There’s a bunch of 

German’s in the campsite this 

afternoon; see the interesting top 

box arrangement ! 

 

German Topbox! 

 

So the Col de L’Iseran is still 

officially closed. Bugger it, I’ll 

give it a try. A long road in and 

when I stop at the last village 

before the pass, a local tells me it 

is closed, but a ski bus driver says 

it’s open up to the Col only. What the hell on we go. This pass has loads of hair 

pins again but the main difference is no trees, I can see for absolutely miles! By 

now I have discovered I don’t like heights and I can see the fastest way down 

really is a long way down. And there’s wildlife up here scurrying across the 

road every now and then – Marmots, a sort of ground squirrel thing about 

rabbit sized. Stunning views, with melt water streams gushing down ravines 

and under culverts (big ‘uns), up to the snow line and it just keeps going up. I 

meet only one vehicle coming the other way after miles of hair pins. At the top, 

this is like nothing I’ve seen before, it’s cool (4-5 degrees) but the air is crystal 

clear. More chats with cyclist and bikers, including the four Scot’s who 

appeared at the camp site the night before. Lots of photos and “wows” and 

“f@#*ing brilliant”! The Col de L’Iseran is the highest paved road in France 

and reaches 2770m above sea level – that’s more than Bishops Hill – and it has 
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a chapel up there, the Chappelle Notre-Dame-de-Toute-Prudence ! Well what 

goes up…. Some bikes come up from the opposite direction, so it must be open 

and indeed bar the 10 to 20 metres of road repairs it is. More stunning views 

and some para-gliders on the loose. More French style lunch at Lanslebourg-

mont-Cenis and up out of the valley to the Col de Cenis – more Marmots! A 

few more cars up here but not enough to bother me. Back down the valleys 

road it’s pretty warm again so an ice-cream is called for at  Saint-Jean-de-

Maurienne before heading up another mountain pass to Col de La Madeleine. 

Not quite so high at a mere 2000m, less stunning but very pretty.  Lots of 

mountain streams to cross on the way down this pass and all very lush and 

green. 

 

Col de L’Isseran The top 

Col de 

L’Isseran 

The 

Chappell 

 

 

Col de 

L’Isseran 

& Bandit 
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Col de L’Isseran - Marmot  Col de L’Isseran- the Scotts 

 

When camping, why does it always pee it down the night 

before you have to pack up? And why was it that night, that I 

left my gloves out on the bike – doh! They do hold an 

amazing amount of water. After the last Alpine brew and bowl of muesli, 

which stupidly I brought with me, it’s time to head out, and I point myself to 

Lake Annecy. I didn’t realise just how blue this was when I came past days 

ago. My masochistic side taking over, I decide to have one more night in the 

tent on my way back and stopped at Dole in a cracking little campsite, by the 

river, views of the cathedral and amazing bell ringing in the morning. 

Wandering into the town in the evening I find there’s a music festival – one 

night only – just for me then. Very entertaining mix of genres all of whom 

improve with beer. There were loud calling frogs in the river as I walked back 

around midnight to the campsite – I have a recording of them if anyone is 

insane enough to want to listen to it. Best night’s sleep in the tent too, I wonder 

why! 
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Dole – street art – anyone’s guess 

 

I had planned to stop over in Reims (pronounced 

Romz) on the way back, but dans l’hotel the weather 

turned as I got further north again and hit howling 

wind and rain for last couple of hours, but the sun 

came out just as I entered the city. The bike seemed 

to be doing extremely well on fuel today I thought as 

I pulled into the hotel underground parking. Dinner 

in the main square by the Cathedral – and what a 

Cathedral. Apparently almost entirely rebuilt after 

the second world war, but that takes nothing away 

from it. I went a bit mad with camera – do I really need 35 pictures of it? I do 

like gargoyles and 

stuff though. A 

professional 

photographer who 

had an amazing 

method for getting 

architectural style 

front elevations of 

interesting buildings, 

told me that there was 

a mini version of the 

cathedral a little 

further north in Laon. 

This was in another 

medieval hill town, 

and it was equally 

amazing. It had cows 

on top – well why 

not! Before I 

managed to get there, 

I discovered why I 

thought my fuel 

economy had been so 

great the day 

before…..I had 

forgotten to move the 

fuel tap off reserve 
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and yes I had run the tank dry, fortunately this happened about 20 m outside 

the hotel car park, very lucky I know. There was a petrol station half a mile up 

the road, but it did cost me about £9 for the fuel can – ouch. 
 
 

Laon – spot the cows 

Laon - detail 

 

After Laon it was just the haul 

back up to Calais and jump all the 

car queues at the check-in, I don’t 

like queues. And then the M25 and 

the first bit of driver abuse for over 

a week, as some numpty decides I am not there and pushes me out of my lane. 

Welcome home. 

 

 

Steve Bingham  
 

 

Reims Detail – wow 
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BREAKFAST RUN 
2nd February, 2014 
Waveney Valley Farmshop 

Wortwell 

(Harleston) 

IP20 0HG 

Tel:01986 788609 

http://www.waveneyfarmshop.co.uk 

 

Run Co-ordinator: Sara Hale 
 

Meet Stowmarket Tescos at 09:30 for 09:45 Briefing and departure. All riders 

must attend Briefing. 
 

 

Turn left out of Tescos and join A1120 through Stowupland to A140. 
 

Staggered left then right to stay on A1120 to Pettaugh. 
 

Turn right at Pettaugh the loop round to left. 
 

Turn right at Earl Soham to Badingham White Horse. 
 

Turn left into Low Street, continue to B1117 where a right turn is made. 
 

Turn left at Heveningham lake into Bridge Street 
 

Turn right along North Green Road until B1123. 
 

Turn left along Harleston Road to Withersdale Street 
 

Turn right at crossroads on Mendham Road to Mendham. 
 

Turn left in Mendham along The Street. 
 

Turn right into Low Road to Wortwell 
 

Turn right at High Road to Farm shop at junction. 
 
 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, 

so you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Saturday Jaunt 
15th February, 2014 
Mistley Park Place Tea Rooms 

CO11 1ER 

Tel:01206 396048 

 

 

Run Co-ordinator: Bob Page 

 

Meet behind Copdock Currys at 13:15 for 13:30 Briefing and subsequent 

departure. All riders must attend Briefing. 

 

Turn left out of Tescos, A1214 towards Ipswich then turn left at traffic lights. 

 

Turn right at ‘Beagle’ roundabout. 

 

Turn left into Somersham Road at Bramford. 

 

Turn left just past Limeburners pub to Gt Bricett. 

 

Turn left on B1078 to Bildeston. 

 

Turn left on B1115 to Hadleigh. 

 

Staggered left then right on B1070 through Raydon to Cattawade roundabout. 

 

Turn right to Manningtree station roundabout. 

 

Turn left through town and along The Walls. 

 

Turn right at Mistley into New Road. 

 

Tea Rooms on right. 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the 

vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group 

activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot 

and do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage 

to vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the 

Group.  Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own 

risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person 

or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road 

tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of the 

route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
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A French Adventure… 
 

Having recently joined Fenriders I 

wanted to say a ‘thank you’ to those 

individuals responsible for helping me 

through the test – namely Bob Barrett 

for conducting the final observed run 

and Soji Ojalede for his ability to make 

the whole IAM learning experience fun 

and informative. The NHS needs to 

bottle his enthusiasm and make it 

available under prescription! 
 

One of my ‘pet’ subjects is the 1916 Somme Battlefield in Northern France and 

an offer to organise a guided weekend tour for the group was quickly accepted, 

despite the group having visited Portugal during June. There is an obvious 

appetite to ride on the Continent!  
 

September was selected as any crops would be low allowing us clear views of 

the landscape plus there was the possibility of dry weather (late September + 

Northern France = dry? I hear you ask!). 
 

12 names quickly appeared on the attendees list and the accommodation in 

Calais and Arras plus Eurotunnel and various stop points for lunch were 

booked soon after. It was all go. 
 

The plan was to combine walking tours with bike visits to individual sites to 

help understanding. Visiting the regular tourist sites is one thing but if you 

wish to gain an understanding it is often helpful to have a bit of assistance. 

Participants were therefore asked to pack accordingly, especially in view of the 

possibility of bad weather. 
 

Our first confrontation with authority occurred when 

Mike was accidentally charged £222 for diesel by the 

Shell Garage, Ashford. This is a lot of fuel for a petrol 

powered motorbike! They quickly acknowledged the 

error but trying to get the money back proved painful, 

frustrating and surprisingly protracted for Mike – thanks 

Shell. 
 

Any initial annoyance was history by the time we arrived 

at the Balladines Hotel in Calais which offered very 
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clean, modern and functional rooms with 

an acceptable breakfast. However, disaster 

– no bar. The Ibis next door was our 

saviour although the bar staff, who 

appeared to be expecting a quiet night, 

looked a little surprised when 13 thirsty 

Brits strolled through the door. But they 

gamely rose to the challenge by supplying 

the local brew on draft and very nice it 

was too.      
 

The following morning brought our ride 

down to the battlefield and it was misty. Very misty. Whilst promising a warm 

day ahead it wasn’t particularly welcome at that moment in time.  Somewhat 

inevitably navigating a large group of bikes around Arras proved difficult, 

about half going astray. When the missing group appeared it was obvious that 

they had enjoyed quiet a tour all of their own! I’m sure that they had explored 

parts of the battlefield that I’d never been to. 
 

The village of Serre was the first point of call, and having talked about the 

Commonwealth war Graves Commission and the design of their immaculate 

cemeteries, ‘Pal’ Divisions plus the activity in the immediate area we were off 

to a local café for an early lunch (boy, can this group eat!) where we could 

securely park the bikes and change into our walking gear. 
 

Suitably refreshed and savouring the now glorious weather we took in Sunken 

Lane and Hawthorn Ridge Crater before meeting our pre-booked guide for a 

tour of the Newfoundland Memorial Park. All sites with an exceptionally 

strong connection to the British Army’s blackest day - 1
st
 July 1916 - when 

nearly 60,000 soldiers were killed, wounded or missing. We then headed back 

through Beaumont Hamel to retrieve the bikes. 
 

Thiepval Memorial was our last stop of the day. Once a key position for the 

German Army it is now the site of the World’s largest British Battlefield 

Memorial and Memorial to the missing – circa 73,000 names (including South 

Africans) of those whose bodies were never recovered or identified and who 

fought during the 1916 battle – plus an excellent museum which opened during 

2004. 
 

After a long day we headed off to our accommodation at the Mercure Hotel in 

Arras. This created our second confrontation with authority because they 

hadn’t taken any payment for the rooms which were ‘paid for’ 6 months earlier 
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although they had allocated us the rooms. Makes budget control interesting! 

Hohum. However, the hotel was nice and the location convenient for short 

walks into the centre for a meal and beer or two. Having recently visited the 

area Ian was able to direct us towards some convenient and relatively secure, 

but far more importantly free, parking. 
 

The evening meal was well underway when horror of horrors they revealed a 

‘karaoke’ night! We were committed, we had food, we had beer, there was 

nowhere to run and hide. Dave Parish quickly volunteered his voice to the 

occasion, being rewarded with ‘Help’ by The Beatles. Several acts had gone 

previously, enjoying general enthusiasm and warmth. How would they accept a 

Brit? Very well if the truth is told. This was no doubt due to 1) he was very 

good 2) being joined by a couple of ladies from the next table who liked to 

dance. However, any praise was slightly tarnished when another table tried 

singing ‘my way’ by Frank Sinatra, their appalling effort being drowned by 

Dave (despite him not having the microphone) who was now in full swing and 

keen for more. Not good etiquette, but the rest of the restaurant appeared 

genuinely grateful for being saved. I just need to clarify that there is no truth in 

the rumour of Dave running a 

season in Vegas (nor Arras or 

anywhere else for that matter). 
 

It was agreed that on Saturday 

we would have a change of 

plan and do less walking. A 

quick rejig of the schedule saw 

us visiting La Boisselle, 

Lochnagar Mine Crater, The 

Glory Hole (a unique area of 

battlefield untouched since 

1918 and now being explored 

by professional WW1 

archaeologists, frequently 

appearing on the BBC news), 

Norfolk Cemetery, Dartmoor 

Cemetery, Devonshire 

Cemetery and The Minden 

Post near Carnoy. Whilst all 

cemeteries are important, some 

have particular features, characteristics, residents or history that makes them 

stand out from the many hundreds that lay around the area.  
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Lunch was taken in ‘Old 

Blighty’, La Boisselle. Arriving 

earlier than agreed caused a 

slight delay in receiving our 

food but it provided a perfect 

opportunity to enjoy yet another 

warm, sunny day. (This is late 

September, Northern France 

right?). 
 

The afternoon was taken visiting 

the German Cemetery in 

Fricourt, Bell’s Redoubt in 

Contalmaison and the little know German bunker in Martinpuich. 
 

As Ian Cain was on the promise of free chips for life from his local chippy if he 

photo’d the proprietors Great Grandfather’s headstone we headed off to the 

cemetery at Aubigny.  Mission accomplished, Ian called home to order a very 

large bottle of vinegar. 
 

The evening again took us into Arras 

but with a cautionary eye towards 

restaurants hosting Karaoke events we 

located another fine place to eat. Whilst 

less boisterous than the previous 

evening, those with a military 

background regaling us with numerous 

funny stories and anecdotes making 

service sound positively enjoyable 

providing you weren’t in a war zone. A 

great evening. 
 

Sunday brought yet another fine day 

(good grief, is this a record?) allowing 

us to visit Pozières (renowned for the 

Australian’s activities) before returning 

to the Ulster Tower for a guided tour of 

Thiepval Woods and to hear about the 

36
th
 (Ulster) Division prior to lunch. 

 

Then onto High Wood and finally Flers, just two of several sites during out trip 

that saw, on the 15
th
 September 1916, the very first use of tanks on a 
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battlefield. Both locations have dominant views over their part of the 

battlefield. Our trip was completed with a visit to the excellent museum under 

the Basilica in Albert. 
 

Alas, all good things must come to an end and our train in Calais wasn’t going 

to wait. There was a hiccup at a toll booth when the automated ticket machine 

swallowed the rider’s ticket but refused to recognise it!  The quickly 

lengthening queue of following drivers were patient(ish), a possible riot being 

averted only when a petite female staff member ‘got physical’ with the 

machine. Progress 

resumed and we 

arrived in Calais on 

time. 
 

Unfortunately 

Eurotunnel had a 

delayed schedule 

and so the group 

got separated over 

three trains. This 

provided an 

opportunity for the 

advance party to 

revisit the Shell 

Garage at Ashford 

to remind them that 

Mike’s £222 was still due (do you remember that from outset, three days 

previously?). This time it was resolved thank goodness. 
 

I have had the good fortune to run a few of these motorcycle tours before and 

they are all different. What I can easily say is that this one was the least 

stressful and most enjoyable that I have led – the high standard of riding meant 

that I didn’t need to worry about any ‘weak links’ plus participants are self-

sufficient and able/willing to make their own decisions and express views. 

Further, to a man what a fun group of people – I knew that there was more to 

the IAM than simply taking the test! 
 

Thanks guys. 
 

John Jenkins 
 

SAM and Norfolk & Norwich Fenriders member 
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January’s Editorial 2014 
 

I hope you all had a great Christmas and New 

Year, I’m still in last year as its only 

Christmas eve when I type this, drove down to 

Bristol to be with the Sister-in-law and 

family. Turned out that the Monday 23
rd
 we 

had heavy rain and gales. The roads weren’t 

to bad until south of Bristol and there were 

flooded roads, couple of cars had sploshed 

there way though and got water in their 

electric’s. Our V70 managed to get though without a problem. Cleaned the 

under side of all the beet muck that had stuck to the underside…..  
 

Poor old bike has stayed tucked up in the garage. My boss (me) has given me 

the week off for Christmas and New Year, so I have a few days spare to 

remove the Carburettors and clean them out. Apparently, I have a stuck float 

valve, which is flooding the piston and drowning the spark at low revs. Having 

removed and put back the Carburettors, After stripping down the carbs the only 

thing that I found that was amiss is that the pilot jet’s cap had corroded and 

push the little rubber cap up by 2 mm which must have been my problem all 

along. Cleaned up both #1 and #2, now runs nice and smooth. And WHY can’t 

manufactures make things so that it’s easy to take to bits and put back 

together…. � 
 

My last couple of jobs has had me thundering far and wide, and have seen a 

few bikes out, one thing I find distressing was bikes weaving in and out of the 

traffic. 
 

Safe Riding    Felix...    Editor 
 

 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860  

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

Thank you 
To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. 

 

Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club 
night 
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If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride 

outs have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so 

feel free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will 

have another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has 

all the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman 

as the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts 

the A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate 

to your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 

 

 

Advertise here 
 

£25 for 
1/8  page 

Annual Advertising 
Rates: 

 

Advertise on the SAM 
website for an 
additional £25. 

 

Contact: 
 

Felix 07712649860 
 

Sam.editor@btinternet.com 

 

£35 for ¼ page 
£50 for ½ page 

£75 for full page 



The SAM Observer January 2014         www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 28 

 
 

MEMBER INFORMATION  
A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 

 

CONTACTS 
 

Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
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OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
 

What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Barker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
 

Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
 

Save your membership fee, and more, by using these retailers who give a 

discount to SAM members.  Contact: Bryan Duncan 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
 

Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
 

T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
 

All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
 
 

SAM Events for your Diary 
 

January 2014 
 

Tuesday 21
st
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 Followed 

by SAM’s Famous Annual Quiz 
 

Thursday 23
rd
   Theory Evening. Come along and learn more about 

Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Overtaking 
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February 2014 
 

Sunday 2
nd
   Breakfast Run, Waveney Valley Farmshop 

 

Saturday 15
th
   Saturday Jaunt, Mistley Park Place Tea Rooms 

 

Tuesday 18
th
   SAM Group Night. AGM at 19:30, followed by 

announcements and guest speaker from the National Escort Group 
 

Thursday 20
th
   Theory Evening. Come along and learn more about 

Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Planning & Positioning 
 

March 2014 
 

Sunday 2
nd
   Breakfast Run, TBA 

 
 

Other dates that you might 
want to put in your diary 

 

July 2014 
 

Sat 5th ~ Sun 6th   BMF National Road Rally 
 

Note from Editor 
Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any 

changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can 

be unpredictable. 
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd
 Thursday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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