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The cover photo was submitted by Andre Castle and was taken during his visit to 

Ireland. Mike Roberts did the cover picture editing and graphical work. 
 

 
 

Following the write 

up by John Rudland 

in the November’s 

SAM Observer 

magazine 2017.  

 

Kevin Brendish 

sent in a few pictures 

of them enjoying 

themselves. 
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SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 

All Official Correspondence to:  
 

The Secretary, Les Steggles,  

1 Apple Grove Wetherden, Suffolk IP14 3RB  



The SAM Observer January 2018        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 5 

Chairman's Chat 
 

A very warm welcome to the January edition 

of the SAM Observer, the first of 2018. 

 

I'm writing this on the eve of the New Year 

in North Wales, visiting family & old 

friends.  A bit more later about the heavy 

rush hour traffic I experienced in Bagillt. 

 

It's very tempting at this time of year to look 

back on the highlights, activities and 

successes of the group over the previous 12 

months.  Instead, I'll hold back and we'll 

celebrate all that we've achieved, as individuals and and as a group as a whole at 

February's group night, following the formalities of the AGM. 

 

As I described in my previous Chairman's Chat, we have a new venue for Theory 

Evenings for the New Year.  I apologise if you haven't receive details with your 

SAM membership renewal as I'd previously announced.  This was due to time 

constraints on the lead-up to the festive season. 

The new venue for Theory Evening's is: 

 

  The Boardroom 

  Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre 

  Twelve Acre Approach 

  Kesgrave 

  Ipswich 

  IP5 1JF 

 

http://www.kwmcc.co.uk/ 

 

The community centre is well sign posted, in both directions off of the A1214 

main road between the A12 at Martlesham and the Heath Road Hospital 

roundabout, onto Bell Lane.  To clarify, we shall continue to meet at Fynn Valley 

for our monthly group night meetings. 

 

Whilst visiting my old friends Tony & Rachel Evans on their dairy farm near 

Flint, Tony and I set off in his Land Rover to feed some of his cattle.  On our 

way back we were confronted with another Land Rover coming towards us. 
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With no way of passing each other on the narrow lane, we reversed back to the 

previous junction to allow them to pass.  A quick conversation with the driver 

revealed that there were a few tractors behind him.  Having seen two vintage 

tractors pass, with many more in the distance, Tony decided to join them and go 

the long way round to get back to the farm rather than wait. 
 

So there we were in a 

convoy of vintage 

tractors making 

reasonable progress 

before, you guested it, 

the front one broke 

down! 

(not the one pictured I 

might add) 

 

After a quick pit stop 

she was soon running 

again and we were all 

on our way. 

 

It turns out that we'd 

inadvertently taken 

part in the Flintshire 

Vintage & Classic 

Tractor Society's 

Christmas Road Run. 

 

It just remains for me 

to wish you all a 

Happy and Prosperous 

New Year and best wishes for your motorcycling adventures, wherever they take 

you.  Here's to 2018 being at least as successful as 2017 has been. 

 

 

Cheers     

 

 

  Steve 
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“The SAM Observer”  
Cover Photo 

Calling all of SAM’s photographers out there. Photos are required for ‘The SAM 

Observer’ cover, which I am sure you must have spotted is in full colour. 

So if you have a cracking shot that has one or 

more motorcycles in it, is all your own work, 

and you think it would look good on the cover, 

I’d be very pleased to see it. 

 

There is now a special topic on the SAM Forum 

where you can show small copies of potential magazine cover photos for all to 

see. (Just look in the Members Only section) Full instructions and requirements 

are listed there. I can’t promise to use all, some, or any of the photos posted, but 

you may get a call from me asking for the original file from your camera. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/magcovers  
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly after Group Nights, 

SAM holds its monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list 

of important rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively 

banter all aimed at improving your ride based on the 

information in the Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & PositioningCornering 

  Gears & Acceleration 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the 

session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Karl Hale,       SAM Chief Observer 



The SAM Observer January 2018        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 9 

SAM Committee Nominations 
 

20th February 2018. 

 
The club needs your help, Would you like to help out ? Can you spare a few 

hours a month ? And make a huge difference on what happens within the club. 

Like all well-oiled machines it needs cogs. Become a cog and join the committee. 

Now is your chance. Fill in the form and send it to Steve Gocher via post or 

email. For more information and to download a nomination form visit. 

 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/nom 

 
This Nomination Paper must be returned to the group Secretary at least seven 

days before the election by Tuesday 13th February2018 

 

SAM Committee Nominations 2018 
 

I nominate .................................................................................. For the post 

of .................................................... 

Proposed by: 

Name ............................................... Signed ............................... Date ………… 

Seconded by: 

Name .............................................. Signed ............................... Date ………… 

Nominee’s signature ............................................. Date ………… 

Please copy, scan or download this from the website. 

Saves ripping it out of the magazine. 
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SAM AGM Minutes 
21st February 2017 

 

Meeting began at 19:30 hrs with 45 members and 3 guests in attendance. 
 

The Chairman, Steve Gocher, welcomed all members and guests. 
 

The minutes of the 2016 AGM were discussed and upon proposal by Glyn Hill 

and having been seconded by Arthur Westley, they were accepted unopposed by 

the membership. 
 

Audited accounts were discussed and upon proposal by Sam Watkins and having 

been seconded by David Wood, were accepted unopposed by the membership. 
 

The Chairman and Treasurer, Bryan Duncan stepped down from the meeting 

whilst Chief Observer, Karl Hale, discussed the officer nominations. 
 

Election of Officers:- 
 

Officer nominations were received from: 
 

Steve Gocher for the post of Chairman. Proposed by Brian Duncan. Seconded by 

David Arbon. 
 

Geoff Scott for the post of Vice Chairman. Proposed by Mike Roberts. Seconded 

by Karl Hale. 
 

Bryan Duncan for the post of Treasurer. Proposed by Steve Gocher. Seconded by 

Vicky Smith. 
 

Les Steggles for the post of Secretary. Proposed by Geoff Scott. Seconded by 

Bryan Duncan. 
 

The nominations were read out with no objections raised all elected unopposed. 

Having been re-elected without objection the Chairman re-joined the meeting 

and discussed the Committee members standing down and those standing for re-

election. Although previous planning to stand down for re-election, David Arbon 

has withdrawn his nomination at this time for personal reasons and has stood 

down.  
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Nominations for Committee Members, standing down for re-election, received 

from: 
 

Brian Ellis. Proposed by Mike Roberts. Seconded by Karl Hale. 
 

Vicky Smith. Proposed by Trevor Read. Seconded by Dean Harris. 
 

The nominations were read out with no objections raised, all elected unopposed. 

Any Other Business. 
 

The Chairman raised an item about SAM Membership fees, announcing that the 

committee has decided to freeze the fees for the coming year.  

 

The AGM ended at 19:55 
 

The trophies were then presented: 
 

Gosden Trophy by Bob himself to: Giles Arbon 
 

Maddock Trophy by Bryan Duncan to: Felix Oliver 
 

Rob Day Trophy by Rob himself to: Geoff Scott 
 

Chairman’s Trophy by Steve Gocher to: Derek Barker 
 

SAM Trophies 
 

The Gosden Trophy is awarded to the associate who has shown sparkle and 

enthusiasm. Bob Gosden, now retired, being a long standing IAM Examiner. 
 

The Maddock Trophy is awarded to the member who has made an outstanding 

contribution to the running of the group. John and Jenny Maddock founded SAM 

in late 1989. Sadly John passed away in 2015. 
 

The Rob Day Trophy is awarded to the outstanding Observer who has qualified 

during the most recent observer training programme. Constructed and donated by 

Rob himself as a former Chief Observer and founder member. 
 

The Chairman's Trophy is awarded at the discretion of the Chairman in 

recognition of an outstanding contribution to the running of the group. 
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SAM MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

SAM membership fees are due in January. The current cost is £22 for single 

membership and £25 for joint membership. If you have a current standing order 

with your bank for the correct amount, you need do nothing, your membership 

card will automatically be sent or can be collected at Januarys meeting. 
 

If you do not have a standing order but would like your subs to be payed this 

way, contact your bank online, or fill in the form (available on SAM’s website 

under Join Us) http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-

membership-renewal.html and send to your bank. 
 

If you wish to pay with cash or by cheque please fill in a SAM membership 

renewal form (available on the SAM website, under Join Us) http://www.suffolk-

advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-membership-renewal.html and either send this 

via post to me, my address is on the bottom of the form, or I will be at January’s 

group night.  
 

Thank you 
 

Linda Barker        Membership Secretary 

 

New SAM Theory Evening Venue 
 

As of January 2018 SAM Theory Evenings shall 
be held at: 

 

The Boardroom, Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre 

Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich, IP5 1JF 
 

The Boardroom entrance is situated around to the right hand side of the 

Community Centre, from the view of the main entrance. 
 

The community centre is well sign posted, in both directions off of the A1214 

main road between the A12 at Martlesham and the Heath Road Hospital 

roundabout, onto Bell Lane. 
 

Further details can be found via 

'Contact', 'How to Find Us' from the link below: 
 

http://www.kwmcc.co.uk/ 
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Brian is a very naughty boy 
but what about Ophelia? 

 

A tale of storms V a bike trip to Ireland… 
 

The plan was simple, work for 5 days in Belfast then if the weather looked good 

enough make a dash round the North West Coast Road, before returning on the 

ferry. The weekend before Ireland had been hit by ‘Brian’  50 mph storms lashed 

the coast with flights and ferries cancelled. I rode up the following weekend to 

Dumfries (sneaked a quick whiz over the Kirkstone pass on the way up). 

Thinking the worst had past, it was still going to be a rough crossing with 41mph 

winds predicted..oh joy! I’d allowed time to stop in Stranraer for a break before 

heading to the Cairnryan ferry. It was here that a lady called ‘Ophilia’ seemed to 

have different ideas...a text from the ferry company advised the loch road was 

closed to all traffic, the road being washed away at high tide! The nice Police 

lady at the road block advised a diversion...which was 60 miles back and around 

a B road to approach the ferry from the North. So off I rode and covered a little 

bit more of the Galloway area, which was a bonus. On arrival I was ‘strapped 

down’...well the bike was, in the 

bow in ‘pole position’, then the 

crew started waving arms about 

suggesting it was going to so 

rough that perhaps the bow 

wasn’t the best place...one crew 

member suggesting if my bike 

came free it would bounce of the 

ceiling! So a hasty retreat to the 

stern to be strapped down 

again...oh this sounds great. 

 

The crossing was as calm as a 

mill pond and I hardly knew we 

were moving...5 days’ work and 

the weather set fair for the 

weekend, I firmed up my plans 

and escaped from Belfast at 

lunchtime Friday. Diddly dee...off 

we go!  
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I’ve read and seen many articles about the Causeway Coast road, will it live up to 

its reputation as one of the top 5 roads in the UK for biking? The sun was out, the 

road was dry and with the strong whiff of seaweed in the air I made my way up 

the coast, the scenery is the best ‘speed limit’ with fantastic vistas around 

amazing bays and swooping down over headlands in a series of long sweeping 

bends. When I finally stopped in Cushendun..(it was difficult to stop as I was 

enjoying the ride so much). Chatting to locals who were amazed by the 

weather...suggesting this would be their last trip out this year. They suggested the 

road would only get better the further North I headed...really how could it get 

better? 

I arrived at a remote camp site and instantly decided to stay two nights as having 

ridden up to Giants Causeway in one afternoon it was clear that I could ride out 

the next day and return after doing the ‘sights’ which meant I could lighten up the 

bike and leave the boxes at the camp site. 

 

The North West Coast road twists and turns sometimes at sea level then swoops 

skywards across headlands before exposing fantastic views of breathtaking 

beaches and bays. Inland is very different, with long straight roads...likened to 
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Roman Roads...(although the ‘bloody’ Romans never got here)...another Monty 

Pythonism...sorry. 

 

Saturday, visited the Game of Thrones site the ‘dark hedges’, Giants Causeway, 

rode the route of the North West 200 Race (held in May) and visited Joey 

Dunlops Memorial followed by a trip around Bushmills Distillery. Food/drink 

and accommodation seemed good value and some great menu’s of seafood etc. I 

was surprised how cheap ‘coffees, cake’ stops were...but the roads kept me on the 

move...honest. 

 

Then Saturday evening we had another storm...the locals suggesting it was worse 

than last weekend! But it blew out over night and Sunday...more sunshine...yipee. 
 

So I changed my clocks...GMT and to Km’s and jumped across into the Republic 

by skirting round ‘Derry’ and following the coast as close as I could up to Malin 

Head. As I approached Malin Head a minor diversion onto some unpaved roads, 

for the last 5 k’s having read about this in ABR. Malin Head is truly stunning, 

with 360 views of the rugged coast and the headlands, picnic in the sun...I can’t 

imagine many people have enjoyed their lunch in the sun up here in late October! 
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Then a brisk ride anti-clockwise down the West side of Donegal and down into 

Derry. Having booked a B&B in Bogside, arriving here was a stark contrast to a 

couple of hours before where the world seemed to be less troubled. A quick 

guided walking tour of the city walls brought home the bitter history of this City 

from potato famine through to the more recent conflicts. Derry is famous for its 

Halloween celebrations with ‘ex City’ dwellers buried in the City Walls so a 

hasty retreat to the B&B was required to escape the hordes of families 

descending on the City. 

 

The following morning rode back through Northern Ireland and picked up the 

Ferry before returning into the Galloway forest ‘for just one more ride’ this area 

is amazing and sparsely populated, so it’s great motorcycling country. Then 

overnight in Carlisle before a quick trip over the North Pennines saw me out on 

the A1 and home. 

 

In summary, travelling on your own...is a bit of an adventure you certainly notice 

how much more approachable you become although it’s lovely to have someone 

to share your experiences with. Roads at this time of year, just like in Suffolk, 

lots of wet leaves and farm vehicles leaving heaps of mud about need to be 

included in your assessment. But Ireland is very motorcycle friendly much like 

Europe with people pulling over and giving you a nod or wave as you pass. I was 

surprised how quickly I made it around the North West, I had originally thought 

I’d have to make two stops to get to the Causeway. So 1500 miles, a few more 

roads ‘highlighted on my maps and more experiences to learn from along the 

way….I think I was lucky with the weather, if you plan to go expect to get wet 

and be blown sideways at times! 

 

Where next?...time to 

start planning next years 

‘little trips’! 

 

André Castle  
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Malin Head and the ‘dark hedges’ famous set from the Game of Thrones. 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2018 

4th February 2018  
Corner Cafe 

121C Swan Street 

Sible Hedingham 

Essex 

CO9 3ND 

 

Tel: 01304 206692 

 

Meet in car park behind B&M Home Store at Copdock IP8 3TT in good time for 

09:00 Briefing and subsequent departure. 

 

All riders must attend Briefing. 

 

Ride Co-ordinator: Dean Harris 

 

From B&M carpark, Heading back towards Ipswich  

 

Turn left at Traffic lights  

 

At the roundabout, take the 3rd exit  

 

After 2.5 miles Turn left onto Somersham Road  

 

Continue through Somersham  

 

Turn left just after Limeburners Pub onto Bildeston Road  

 

At the end of Bideston Road Turn left onto B1078 (Ipswich Road) 

 

At the end of B1078 in Bildeston, Turn right onto High Street / B1115  

 

Continue through Bildeston, Turn left at the White Horse Pub onto Balls Hill  

 

Turn left to stay on Balls Hill  

 

At T junction / green triangle, Turn right towards Preston 

 

Continue through Preston and at T junction Turn left 
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At T junction in Lavenham, Turn left onto Bury Road / A1141  

 

Continue through Lavenham past the Church  

 

On the bend turn right onto Bridge Street Road  

 

At T junction, Turn left onto A134  

 

Turn right off A134 sign posted Clare A1092 

 

Continue through Long Melford for 1.6 miles  

 

Turn right onto Borley Road (Signposted Foxearth)  

 

Continue through Foxearth to Pentlow 

 

At the T junction, Turn left into Cavendish.  

 

Continue until through Clare centre, Turn left toward Ashen Road (Tourist sign 

Clare Priory)  

 

Turn left onto Bradley Hill (Signposted Ovington / Great Yeldham)  

 

At T junction Turn right (Fingerpost Gt Yeldham) 

 

At T junction Turn right (by Tilbury Clare village sign)  

 

At the green triangle junction in Gt Yeldham keep left  

 

Turn left onto A1017 (Signposted Hedingham and Braintree)  

 

In Sible Hedingham, Turn right into Alexandra Road (Opposite petrol station) 

 

Parking is at the rear of the cafe 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that facilitate 

SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase the club social 

rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our much-loved breakfast, 

Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to continue. If you are interested in 

helping the club, and helping yourself by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride 

Leader, please contact Sara Hale to find out more information about one or both 

of these roles 

 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 
 

 David Wood    Chris Nunn   Glyn Hill 

 Dean Harris   Vini Evans   Robert Baker 

 Richard Ockelton  Nick Braley   Brian Ellis 
 

 

Ride Leaders 
 
 

 Ken Beckinsale  Tim Wash  Martin Drury 
 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Saturday Jaunt 
17th February 2018  

Friday Street 

Farnham 

Saxmundham 

IP17 1JX 

 

Tel: 01728 602783 

 

http://fridaystfarm.co.uk/cafe-restaurant/ 

 

Meet at Beacon Hill, IP6 8LP in good time for 13:00 Briefing and subsequent 

departure. 

 

All riders must attend Briefing. 

 

Ride Co-ordinator Dean Harris. 

 

Join the A140 northbound to the Stonham Dip then turn right onto the A1120.  

 

At Saxstead turn right into Framlingham.  

 

Right at the mini roundabout then left up Fore Street – B1119.  

 

Follow this through Swefling and Rendham to cross the A12 and into 

Saxmundham.  

 

Fork right onto Mill Road, over the traffic lights and on to Leiston.  

 

Cross the traffic lights, bear right onto High Street and turn left at Aldringham 

Parrot.  

 

Follow the road through Thorpeness and along the coastal road into Aldeburgh. 

 

Leave Aldeburgh on the A1094 passing Snape to Friday Street and the Farm 

Shop on the left. 
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SUFFOLK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS 

Registered Charity no. 1067800 
  

Trustee’s Annual report for year ending 31
st
 December 2017 

 

Name: Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) 
 

Registered No.: 1067800 
 

Main Address: 75 Chatsworth Cres., Ipswich IP2 9BY 
 

Committee members: The group committee, who must be fully paid-up 

members of both The Institute of Advanced Motorists and Suffolk Advanced 

Motorcyclists, shall constitute the trustees of the charity. Committee members 

are elected by the members of the group at an Annual General Meeting. 
 

At 31
st
 December 2017 the officers of the committee were:- 

 

S. Gocher Chairman 

L. Steggles Secretary 

B. Duncan Treasurer 
 

Bankers: Barclays, New Market Place, Beccles, NR34 9HD 
 

Aims and Objectives 

The aim of the charity is to promote the improvement of riding standards and 

help new members pass the IAM advanced test. 

The charity promotes the club at SafeRider events, hosts publicity stands at 

shows such as the Hadleigh Show and the Copdock Show. It is affiliated with the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists and its members are also members of IAM. 
 

Main achievements during the year 

The club received a substantial donation of £2000 from the Copdock Show to 

help promote its objectives.  

The club invested heavily in training throughout the year. Nearly £1560 was 

spent in training, both for Associates, Observers and in new equipment. 

The Club continued in offering “Free Assessment” rides wherever possible at the 

various shows and promotions during 2017 and contributed £870 towards the 

cost by replacing the £10 nominal contribution normally given by the Associate 

to the Observer.  

The Publicity Team were very active during 2017 attending various events to 

promote SAM. Over £1000 was expended in promoting SAM including the cost 

of promotional “give-aways”.  

The “Young Riders” scheme, pioneered by SAM, proved to be very successful 

and will continue in 2018.  
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SUFFOLK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS 

Registered Charity no. 1067800 

 

Examiners report on accounts for year ending 31
st
 December 2017 

 

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ending 31
st 
December 2017 

 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The 

charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year (under section 

144(2) of the Charities Act 2011) and that an independent examination is needed. 
 

It is my responsibility to: 

(i) Examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act 

(ii) To follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by 

the Charity Commission under section 145(5)b of the 2011 Act 

(iii) To state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 

Basis of examiner’s statement 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directives given 

by the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting 

records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with 

those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 

in the accounts, seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such 

matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be 

required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the 

accounts present a “true and fair view” and the report is limited to those matters 

set out in the statement below.    
 

Independent examiners qualified statement 

In connection with my examination, all matters arising were resolved 

satisfactorily. I therefore have no reasonable cause to believe that in any material 

respect, the requirements to keep accounting records in accordance with section 

130 of the 2011Act; and to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting 

records and to comply with the accounting requirements of the 2011 Act, have 

not been met. 

 

Mary Lal-Sagar 

3 Davey Lane 

Charsfield 

IP13 7QG 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31
st
 DECEMBER 2017 

 

 

 

Income 2017 2016 

                                                     Notes 

Subscription 5157 5367 

Gift Aid 1055 849 

Donations 38 0 

Income from Social Events  909 776  

Advertising Income 675 675 

Promotional Income 1 2000 3000 

Sundry income 327 244 

 10,161 10,911 

 

 

 
 

Expenditure  

 Group Administration 2  4543 3755 

 Made up by; 

 Room hire  - £1,519    

 Magazine   - £2,689 

 Sundry (Inc. fees) - £335 

  

 Insurance 812 797 

 Ride Leaders & Observers exp. 870 630 

 Training manuals & books 1560 2263 

 Social Events  601 625 

 Promotion 1517 963 

 Reimbursed IAM fee – “Young Riders” 581 284 

  10,484 9319 

 

 

 

Excess of Income over Expenditure -323 1592 
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STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

AS AT 31
st
 DECEMBER 2017 

 

 2017 2016 

Cash Assets 

Bank Account 19,685 20,008 

Debtor 3 0 0 

Current Liabilities 4 0 0 

Net Assets 19,685 20,008 
 

Represented by: 

Balance at 1
st
 January 2017 20,008 18,416 

Excess of income over expenditure -323 1,592 

  19,685 20,008 

 

Notes to the Accounts 
 

Basis of accounts: These accounts have been prepared on a “receipts and 

payments basis” and in accordance with S42 (3) Charities Act 1993. 

 

1. Promotion income: 

Promotional income is specifically given for promoting the objectives of 

the group.  

 

At 31
st
 December the amount added to the fund was as follows; 

 

£  

Income received  2,000 

Expenses    (1,517) 

 483 

 
 

 

 2. Group administration costs: 

2017   2016 

   £      £ 

Room hire        1,519     960 

Monthly magazine costs     2,689  2,662 

Professional fees           80       80 

Sundries           255       53 

4,543  3,755 
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Gift aid it! 
 
 

Treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts 
of money made 
 
Please tick all the boxes you wish to apply 
 

This year  In the past four years  In the future 
 
 
 
 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or 
Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least 
equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur 
Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax 
year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not 
qualify. 
 

Title……..……. Initials….…………Surname…………………………… 
 

Address………………………………………………………………..………… 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Signed…………………………………….……..    
Date……………...………………… 

 
 

Please notify any member of the committee if you wish to cancel, change 
your details or if you no longer pay tax on your income  
 

If you pay tax at the higher rate, you can claim further tax relief in your  
Self-assessment tax form  
 
 

Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

Registered Charity Number: 1067800 
Affiliated to the Institute of Advanced Motorists 

IAM Group Number 7219 

 

If you are a UK 

taxpayer, your 

membership fee is 

worth an extra 25% 

to the club if you Gift 

Aid it – all at no 

extra cost to you! 
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A message from the 
Treasurer 

 

How would you like to help SAM financially 
without it costing you a bean! 

 

Well, now you can! 
 

There is a scheme whereby you can help your Club (we are a Charity after all) 

and it costs you nothing. This scheme is called Gift Aid. 
 

Now I know that some of you will have heard me singing the praises of Gift Aid 

before, but it really is that simple; 
 

If you pay at least £7 in income tax in the entire year, the Club can make a claim 

for Gift Aid which will be of immense help to the club. 
 

It does not matter if you are in full-time or part-time employment, or if you are 

retired with an occupational pension on top of your government pension – 

provided you pay at least £7 tax a year, the Club can claim! 

 

Simply fill in and return the form opposite to the address below, 

or 

Scan it into your computer and email it to me, 

or 

Complete the form and hand it in at club night and your £22.00 membership fee 

suddenly becomes worth a whopping great £27.50……………..!!! 

 

Bryan Duncan 
3 Stone Cottages,  

Chases Lane,  

Saxmundham,  

IP17 1PJ 

 

If you are unsure as to whether to have already submitted a form, simply email me 

at duncan173@btinternet.com me and I can tell you immediately. 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of 

the above. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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Editorial 
 

Hope you all had a great relaxing New Year 

and Father Christmas brought you lots of 

gifties, one being a pen and note pad so you 

can jot down your trips and adventures to 

keep you mind refreshed so that you can all 

send me you’re articles for our fantastic 

magazine. After all nothing worse than 

settling down to have a quite read and there’s 

nothing in it to read…  

 

That’s that for another year, personally I’m pretty glad that year has gone, 

hopefully 2018 will be a lot better, only manage 1500 miles on the old girl and 

most of that was the chief’s Challenge, So thank you Karl. Hope there’s going to 

be another one this year… ☺ 

 

I sit here writing this last year while you’re reading it in my next year. Talk about 

time travel. Now the shortest day has passed thing are looking up. We just have 

to get past March and the weather should start improving and bikes will start 

emerging from there hibernations  

 

February is the London Motorbike show so I was thinking of going down and 

meeting my brother for the day, If anyone would like to join in let me know. 

 

News Flash, Managed to take the bike out for a run on the 30
th
 December, 

problem its last run this year, Arrived at Sainsbury’s in a cloud of steam.. Blown 

out the radiator.. Fortunately Motorspares is up the hill so got some radweld stuff 

and put that in which at least meant I could get home… O the joys of an old 

bike… Such Fun…  

 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. ☺ 

But….. what about the rest of you…. � 
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Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 Sam.editor@btinternet.com  
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd
 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 



The SAM Observer January 2018        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 34 

MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

January 2018 
 

Tuesday 16
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker Kevin Willams from Survival Skills 

http://www.survivalskills.co.uk on the ‘Science of Being Seen’. Bar and 

restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 18
th
  Theory Evening. Come along and learn more about 

Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Gears & Acceleration 
 

Saturday 20
th
   Saturday Jaunt. Coffee Shop at Barnplants Garden 

Centre, CO3 8ND, Meet in car park behind B&M Home Store at Copdock IP8 

3TT in good time for 13:00 Briefing and subsequent departure 
 

February 2018 
 

Sunday 4
th
  Breakfast Run, Corner Café, Sible Hedingham, CO9 3ND, 

Meet in car park behind B&M Home Store at Copdock IP8 3TT in good time for 

09:00. All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Wednesday 7
th
   SAM Committee meeting. 19:30 

 

Saturday 17
th
 Saturday Jaunt Friday Street, Saxmundham, IP17 1JX, Meet 

at Beacon Hill IP6 8LP in good time for 13:00. All riders must attend the 

Briefing 
 

Tuesday 20
th
  SAM AGM Group Night. AGM at 19:30 followed by, 

Announcements, Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including 

teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 22
nd
  Theory Evening.  Come along and learn more about Roadcraft. 

19:30. This month’s topic: Overtaking 
 

March 2018 
 

Sunday 4
th
 Breakfast Run, TBA All riders must attend the Briefing. 

 

Wednesday 7
th
 SAM Committee meeting. 19:30 

 

Saturday 17
th
 Saturday Jaunt TBA, All riders must attend the Briefing 
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Tuesday 20
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker is traveller Rhys Lawrey (www.2mororider.com), Bar and 

restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 22
nd
  Theory Evening. Come along and learn more about Roadcraft. 

19:30. This month’s topic: Planning & Positioning 
 

 

 

Note from Editor 
Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any changes 

after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can be 

unpredictable  

Disclaimer 
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
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News flash  
from the events team. 

 

Hello everyone just a quick catch up to a very successful quest speaker slot. For 

those of you who attended October’s group night this year  you may recall Mick 

Croome from  Speed Skills driving experience doing a talk on Escorting Royalty 

and other VIPs in London etc along with the training of others in the skills of 

defensive driving including J turns etc. 
 

He then went on to promote his driving experience courses he runs. On the night 

I had such a positive response that we are going to try and get a group of us 

together to travel into Hertfordshire and partake in one of the training days that 

he has to offer. 
 

The cost will be £189.00 per person 
 

It will be in the Summer of 2018 so if you are interested in this adventure please 

email me with your details so I can get an idea of numbers to see if it is a viable 

trip. 
 

My email address is as follows 
 

trevor.read51@gmail.com 
 

Watch this space as they say. 
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