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The cover stylised photo was submitted by Steve Bingham and is of his Honda 

Africa Twin at Orford. 
 

Please send in Pictures for our 2022 magazines 
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your Committee 

No Calls After 21:00 Please 
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Treasurer    Bryan Duncan   07879 654122 
 

Committee Members 
Chief Observer    Paul Ballard   07850 715063 

Membership Secretary   Dave Franklin  07801 688639 

Caring SAM    Brian Ellis   07740 564097 

Charity Co-ordinator   Brian Ellis   07740 564097 

Publicity Co-ordinator    

Committee member   Trevor Read   07525 724002 

Associate Co-ordinator   Geoff Scott   07983 939998 

Continuous Training Coordinator Geoff Scott   07983 939998 

Events     Richard Ockelton  07872 925532 

Webmaster     Les Smith    07792 273334 

Communications    Les Smith    07792 273334 

Magazine Editor    Felix Oliver   07712 649860 
 

Committee Support Members 
Buddy Co-ordinator   Vicky Smith    01255 830352 

 

National Observers 
Mike Roberts 01473 718915  Richard Ockelton   07872 925532 

Kevin Brendish 07854 494041  Matthew Barker  07931 700725 

Geoff Scott  07983 939998 André Castle  07730 526674 

Paul Newman 01473 620450 Derek Barker  01473 327555 

Paul Ballard  07850 715063   Tony Chyc   01206 231782 
 

Local Observers 
Ian Leedham 07747 792992 John Rudland  07740 874300 

Dean Harris  07956 339112 Rob Baker     07710 537844 

Phil Sayer   07990 565451 Glyn Hill   07986 319163 

Terry Fellowes  07870 764187 Graham Parker  07905 468995 

Ian Bishop  07775 920661 Nick Braley   07990 734581 

Steve Bingham 07971 075424 Andrew Robotham  07816 128591 

Dave Franklin  07801 688639 Karl Grimwade   07885 717771 
 

I.A.M. Examiner 
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next Issue 
Closing date for copy – Monday after club night.  Send via e-mail or on a USB 

memory stick (which will be returned) The Editor reserves the right to edit, 

amend or omit as he feels fit. 

 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 

All Official Correspondence to:  
 

 

 

The Secretary, Eric Aldridge. 
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Chairman’s 
Chat 

 

Hello everyone and a Happy New Year to you all! 

Bear in mind that as I write this its not even 

Christmas yet so I don’t yet know how things 

might pan out, but at the moment I’m taking the 

optimistic view for getting some good 

motorcycling trips in during 2022. 
 

Looking back at last year, I missed out on a long 

European trip for the second time because of the 

various Covid restrictions both here and across 

the continent – although I know a few of you 

managed to find a ‘window of opportunity’ to get over there at various times. 
 

The up side of all this for me was that I have discovered many more super biking 

destinations here in the UK during tours of Northumberland, Wales and almost a 

round tour of Britain on our fantastic SAM Calendar Challenge (thanks again to 

Nigel Chittock for organising that). 
 

The SAM regular Sunday runs and now also Saturday runs continue to be 

popular and I plan to go on as many of these as I can so I can ride and chat (not at 

the same time) with friends old and new 
 

However, my most recent SAM ride to Alder Carr Farm Shop turned out to be a 

bit more than I had bargained for. The previous week I had suffered yet another 

puncture on the way back from Wellies café at Rutland Water, but the very small 

hole was dead centre of the tyre and a straight forward ‘side of the road’ repair. I 

knew I was going to need a new pair of tyres very soon anyway, but as the tyre 

pressure was holding up fine I thought I would get at least one more short trip in 

before increasing my credit card balance – bad plan! Everything had seemed fine 

when I set off for Beacon Hill for the start of the SAM run. My rear tyre was at 

the recommended 42 psi, although handling felt a bit strange – but I thought that 

may be psychological. However, as we got further round the route my steering 

was developing a mind of its own and I was fighting it to hold a half decent line 

round the bends, although the straight bits were fine. It reminded me of a time in 

one of my previous careers when I was sent out in an AEC Mandator articulated 

truck with no power steering – hard work and tiring! 
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I skipped refreshments at Alder Carr and just made it home while the bike was 

still rideable, with care. Then it was down to Mototechniks to order new tyres. 

Good Result! – Michelin Road 5’s in my required size were in stock and could be 

fitted onto my loose wheels the next week. 
 

As most of you will know, when you fit new tyres to replace well worn ones, the 

result can be like riding a new bike. Why didn’t I bite the bullet the week before 

– who knows! (although you can all probably take a good guess!) – But now I’m 

celebrating riding a ‘new’ bike for just over 300 of our Great British Pounds 
 

What a bargain! 
 

Hope to see you on a run soon. 
 

Cheers for now 
 

Martin 

 
 

New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Paul Rudland   Chris Craddock   Michael Coultharde-Steer 

Matt Brewer    

 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 

 
 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Carol Pitchford   her observer was   Mathew Barker 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let Paul Ballard or Geoff Scott know. 
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SAM Membership Subs are now due 

As the title says, SAM membership subs are now due! 

If you have already paid or if you pay by Standing Order, you can sit back with a 

secret smile on your face knowing that you’ve done the right thing! 

For those of you who have not paid yet, SAM’s preferred method of payment is 

by Standing Order (known as STO).  

Standing Orders are quick, easy and completely secure as YOU are in TOTAL 

control. 

To set up a Standing Order, simply click on the following link to download and 

print a copy of the Standing Order Form 

https://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/MembershipRenewal2020v2.pdf 

Complete the Standing Order form and send it to your bank, or if you have 

internet banking facilities, use the details on the form to set up a regular payment 

via your bank’s online services. 

 

If payment by Standing Order is not possible, payment by bank transfer (known 

as BACS) is perfectly acceptable. Our details are; 

Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists,  

Sort Code: 20-92-08, Account No: 10363650. 

 

The cost of renewal remains, yet again, unchanged at £22 for a member and £25 

for rider/pillion joint members. 

 

Unfortunately, in the current situation, SAM still cannot accept payment by 

cheque or cash. 

 

If, for whatever reason, you cannot pay by either the STO or BACS options, 

please contact me directly and we will find another way.  

 

Stay safe,  

Bryan Duncan, SAM Treasurer 

duncan173@btinternet.com 

01728 688864 - 07879 654122 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the 4
th

 Wednesday evening every month, SAM holds 

its monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of important 

rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively banter all 

aimed at improving your ride based on the information in the 

Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 

 

Next theory night meeting will be January 26
th

 2022 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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SAM Committee 
Nominations 

 

AGM 
 

16th February 2022. 
 

Would you like to help your club out ? Can you spare a few hours a month ? And make a 

huge difference on what happens within the club. Like all well-oiled machines it needs cogs. 

Become a cog and join the committee. Now is your chance. Fill in the form and send it to the 

secretary via post or email. Nominations have to be given in one month before the AGM. For 

more information and to download a nomination form visit 

 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/nom 

 

This Nomination Paper must be returned to the group Secretary at least one month before the 

election by Tuesday 16
th

 January 2022 SAM Committee Nominations 2022 

 

 

I nominate .................................................................................. For the post 

 

  

of .................................................... 

 

 

Proposed by: 

 

 

Name ............................................…Signed ............................…Date ………… 

 

 

Seconded by: 

 

 

Name ...........................................…  Signed ...............................Date ………… 

 

 

 

Nominee’s signature .............................................                         Date ………… 
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Cheque Presentation by 
CCMC 

 

At our Group Night on Tuesday 8th December, members of the Copdock Classic 

Motorcycle Club; organisers of the East Anglian Copdock Bike Show, presented 

SAM with a cheque for £3,000 for our help and assistance at the annual Copdock 

Bike Show and the Copdock Fun Run. 

 

At the presentation the Copdock Club Secretary, Don Whinney said, “We are 

delighted to be able to support such a hard working group of people, such as 

SAM, who provide a range of training courses for motorcyclists with the 

emphasis on improving riding skills and road safety. We are pleased to work in 

partnership with this charitable organisation and are thankful for their help 

throughout the year”.  

 

During the summer members of SAM helped to marshal their charity ride-outs 

and we organise the bike parking at the Copdock Bike Show. This is no mean 

feat considering that there are often several thousand bikes at the Show (see 

photo). 

 

The East Anglian Copdock Bike Show is the biggest and, in many people’s 

opinion, the best Bike Show in the country and in the last 30 years the profits 

from the show have allowed CCMC to donate just over three quarters of a 

million pounds to a wide range of charities and good causes such as us. 

 

Martin Drury responded by saying how important the donation from CCMC is to 

the finances of SAM and how happy we are to assist. 

 

Next Year’s Copdock Bike Show will be on Sunday 4th September at Trinity 

Park, Ipswich.  

 

As always we will be seeking volunteers to assist in the parking. Although hard 

work, it’s also a bit of a laugh and you get into the show for free as well – how 

bad can that be?  

 

 

Bryan Duncan              Picture Page 2 
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Breakfast Run Sunday  
6th March 

 
‘Wings’ North Weald Airfield 

 
Check your Inbox for joining instructions 

 

An enjoyable meal or snack to be had whilst taking in the activities of those with 

bigger and more expensive toys than we have. 

 

Bearing in mind the time of year, the route is not over-challenging. The first 

section from Beacon Hill out through Bildeston, veering off at Monks Eleigh to 

Sudbury is the most nadgery of the day. But we all know what Suffolk lanes are 

like don’t we? Treat them with due respect if it is not the driest and sunniest of 

days. The roads are more plain sailing afterwards, taking in Halstead around 

Braintree and on to Great Dunmow. Then we will be heading down through the 

Rodings to Chipping Ongar to join the A414 to the airfield. 

 

After you have eaten your fill and seen enough sky action you can buddy up for a 

variety of return route options with easily reckoned ways to Bury via Haverhill or 

even via Chelmsford and up the A12 if you’re that eager to get back to Ipswich. 

A myriad of choices in between is there for your enjoyment. Book your place 

when the email arrives so as to avoid disappointment. 

 
 

Breakfast Run 
Sunday 3rd April 

 

All roads lead to March 
 

(if that’s where you want to go) 
Check your ‘Inbox’ for joining instructions 
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There is a route to March using ‘A’ roads – Newmarket, A142 around Ely – but 

it’s not the most interesting way of getting there. 

 

If the weather is cold, wet and windy there is an option of using mainly ‘A’ and 

good ‘B’ roads to Bury, Brandon, Downham and Outwell with only 10miles of 

Fen roads to cope with. 

 

The tried and tested favourite is used every three years or so and includes a fair 

bit more of the washboard roads. Some riders find this an absolute hoot, while 

others suffer a generous dose of the heebeegeebees. If you ride a sports bike with 

stiff springs and not much suspension travel then this will not be the most 

comfortable ride for you.  

 

Why go this way then? Well, if you ride anywhere north of the A14 and to the 

west of the A134/A10 then you must, at some time, negotiate roads of this 

character. They bring a different perspective to your previous training. 

Remember Observation and Positioning, looking further up the road than you’d 

ever previously done. On these roads you have to mix these points with scanning 

far and near to what is happening to the road surface only 10-20 metres in front 

of you in order to spot the dips and bumps created by the settlement of the sub 

structure of the land which is mainly below sea level. The edges tend to crumble 

so you can spend a lot of time on the crown of the road. At odd times it can be 

more comfortable on the ’wrong’ side of the road as oncoming traffic can be seen 

approaching from some distance. Don’t hold position out there too long as it may 

totally flummox poor old great uncle Bert in his Nissan Micra and send him 

veering into a ditch. It’s not only the surface that is challenging as, being so open 

and exposed, you can have problems with wind! Nothing to do with digestive 

complaints here, rather it’s riding style. You can almost get your knee down 

being leant over so far simply to hold a straight line on the windiest days. 

 

Don’t let all this put you off, it really can be quite enjoyable, definitely an 

experience, and will provide a conversation piece at the venue for you. Come 

along and enjoy. 

 

Vini 
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Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
21st July 2021 
 

The AGM was held at Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave 
 

The meeting commenced at 19.45 with 65 members present together with 2 

guests. 
 

The Chairman Martin Drury welcomed everyone to the AGM/Group Night 

meeting, the first since the AGM in February 2020 and at the new venue for 

Group Nights. 
 

The minutes of the previous AGM had been published in the SAM July magazine 

and the meeting was asked if there were any objections to the minutes. There 

were none and their approval confirmed with a show of hands, formally proposed 

by John Morgan and seconded by Trevor Read 
 

The Chairman then gave a brief resume of the last 18 months. He explained that 

due to the Covid pandemic all meetings had been cancelled until permitted by 

UK lockdown rules. Within the SAM/IAM constitution the AGM must be held 

annually or within 18 months of the previous AGM (for SAM it would have been 

August 2021at the latest). 
 

He explained that during this period the Committee had been active including: 

 Producing a new website that he hoped would be completed this year. 

 A new on-line booking system 

 A new Social Ride Policy 

 There had been 40 successful test passes, credit to the Observer team 

 There were 250 members with some leaving but others joining 

Due to the restrictions only a few social rides could be arranged and the numbers 

in each group were limited. 
 

The Treasurer, Bryan Duncan, gave a brief resume of the audited accounts 

based on the financial position in February 2021. 
 

The accounts were extremely healthy as we have had little financial expenditure 

and with the income from subscriptions and this was despite no contribution for 

the past two years from Copdock CMC. 
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The accounts and auditor’s report had been published in the SAM June 

magazine. 
 

The Chairman asked if there were any questions or objections to the accounts. 

There were none and these were approved by a show of hands, formally 

proposed by Vini Evans and seconded by Paul Ballard. 
 

The Chairman explained that three members of the Committee were standing 

down 

 Dean Harris, Robert Baker and Mike Roberts 

All three would continue as Observers 

He noted the contribution made to the running of the SAM by the three. 
 

Dean Harris had the role of Vice Chairman, but previously as Chief Ride Leader, 

training ride leaders and organising social rides and with the Publicity Team 

recruiting at local shows and with local motorcycle dealers to promote SAM 

whilst demonstrating their bikes. 
 

Rob Baker had worked with CCMC liaising with them to organise marshals for 

fun runs and the Copdock show. In addition he has helped arrange guest speakers 

for Group Nights. 
 

Mike Roberts had worked on the Committee for 16 years. He has the role of 

Webmaster but in reality had undertaken numerous tasks that were completed 

without fuss often assisting other Committee members with their tasks.  The 

meeting showed their appreciation with a round of applause. 
 

The formal election process then took place. The Officers stepped down and with 

the exception of Dean Harris were standing for re-election 

Richard Ockelton temporarily chaired the election 

The following were unopposed officer nominations: 
 

Election of Officers 
 

Martin Drury for post of Chairman 

Proposed by Geoff Scott and Seconded by Trevor Read with no objections and 

approved by a show of hands 

Martin continued the election process 

Richard Ockelton for post of Vice-Chairman 

Proposed by Trevor Read and Seconded by Tony Chyc with no objections and 

approved by a show of hands 

Bryan Duncan for post of Treasurer 
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Proposed by Al Forman and Seconded by David Woods with no objections and 

approved by a show of hands. 

Eric Aldridge for post of Secretary 

Proposed by Steve Cook and Seconded by David Woods with no objections and 

approved by a show of hands 
 

Annually one third of the Committee have to stand for re-election. 
 

Trevor Read (Publicity Team) 

Proposed by Al Forman and Seconded by John Morgan with no objections and 

approved by a show of hands 

Geoff Scott ( Continuous Training/Associate Coordinator) 

Proposed by Steve Gocher and Seconded by Graham Woollard with no 

objections and approved by a show of hands 

David Franklin (Membership Secretary) 

Proposed by Richard Ockelton and Seconded by Mike Roberts with no 

objections and approved by a show of hands 

Les Smith (Communications) 

Proposed by Nigel Smith and Seconded by Geoff Scott with no objections and 

approved by a show of hands 
 

The Committee election were completed. 

The AGM closed at 20.17 hours 
 

Following the formalities of the AGM the Committee had agreed not to present 

any trophies this year as the opportunity to achieve any outstanding effort was 

not possible. 
 

There were 16 associates present to receive their IAM pass certificates, presented 

by Paul Ballard. 
 

David Rudland had reluctantly resigned as an Observer due to ill health and he 

had written an article in the July magazine. Paul Ballard gave a brief history of 

his 17 years contribution to SAM including his role as Secretary and Treasurer 

whilst his wife Beverley had been chairman. Rob Day recalled a few personal 

anecdotes of David’s early days with the SAM and endorsed the efforts both had 

made for the club. They were presented with a floral bouquet and a caricature to 

remind them of their days of riding with SAM. 
 

Martin Drury would be arranging a fundraising fun run for the MND Charity on 

behalf of David and Beverley and hopefully David would be able to ride at least 

part of the route. 
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SUFFOLK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS 
Registered Charity no. 1067800 

  

Trustee’s Annual report for year ending 31
st
 December 2021 

 

Name: Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) 
 

Registered No.: 1067800 
 

Main Address: Nutwood Lodge, Woolpit, IP30 9RP 

 

Committee members: The Group Committee shall constitute The Trustees of 

the Charity. Committee members are elected by the members of the group at an 

Annual General Meeting. 
 

At 31
st
 December 2021 the officers of the committee were:- 

 

M. Drury Chairman R. Ockelton Vice-Chairman 

E. Aldridge Secretary B. Duncan Treasurer 
 

Bankers: Barclays, New Market Place, Beccles, NR34 9HD 
 

Aims and Objectives 

The aim of the charity is to promote the improvement of riding standards and 

help new members pass the IAM advanced test. 

SAM promotes the club at SafeRider events and hosts publicity stands at local 

shows such as Copdock, etc. It is affiliated with the Institute of Advanced 

Motorists and its members must also be members of the IAM. 
 

Main achievements during the year 

For the second year running, our training and social activities were seriously 

curtailed due to the Covid19 restrictions. However we still attracted 25 new 

members and continue training whenever possible. It is a testament to our 

training staff that we managed to get 23 Associates through their test - including 

7 “First’s” and 3 “Young Riders”. We have 3 “Young Riders currently in the 

scheme and we will continue this initiative for 2022. 

 

We invested over £1200 in more “Bluetooth” bike-to-bike communication to 

assist in our training 

 

Due to our enforced inactivity, our expenditure was greatly reduced, but not so 

our income, which with the continued support from our members, plus the 

generous donation from Copdock, left SAM with a very healthy balance in the 

accounts. 
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SUFFOLK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS 
Registered Charity no. 1067800 

 

Examiners report on accounts for year ending 31
st
 December 2021 

 

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ending 31
st 

December 2021 
 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The 

charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year (under section 

144(2) of the Charities Act 2011) and that an independent examination is needed. 
 

It is my responsibility to: 

(i) Examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act 

(ii) To follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by 

the Charity Commission under section 145(5)b of the 2011 Act 

(iii) To state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 

Basis of examiner’s statement 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directives given 

by the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting 

records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with 

those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 

in the accounts, seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such 

matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be 

required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the 

accounts present a “true and fair view” and the report is limited to those matters 

set out in the statement below.    
 

Independent examiners qualified statement 

In connection with my examination, all matters arising were resolved 

satisfactorily. I therefore have no reasonable cause to believe that in any material 

respect, the requirements to keep accounting records in accordance with section 

130 of the 2011Act; and to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting 

records and to comply with the accounting requirements of the 2011 Act, have 

not been met. 

 

Mary Lal-Sagar 

3 Davey Lane 

Charsfield 

IP13 7QG 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31
st
 DECEMBER 2021 

 

 

 

Income 2021 2020 

                                                     *Notes 

Subscription (Inc. SFL) 5605 6039 

Gift Aid tax refund 1269 1282 

Donations 5 44 

Income from Social Events 217 95 

Advertising Income 668 656 

Promotional Income *1 3000 0 

Sundry Income                                                   18                            45 

 10,781 8,162 

 
 

Expenditure  

 Group Administration  *3  4006 3154 

 Insurance *4 0 156 

 Social Events  457 254 

 R/Leaders & Observers 220 430 

 Training; equipment & books 1249 642 

 Promotion                                     *2 194 1640 

 Reimbursed “Young Riders”  99 407 

  6,226 6,683 

  

Excess of Income over Expenditure 4,555 1,479 
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STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

AS AT 31
st
 DECEMBER 2021 

 

 2021 2020 

Cash Assets 

Bank Account 27,969 23,414 

Outstanding cheques, etc. 4 0 0 

Net Assets 27,969 23,414 
 

Represented by: 

Balance at 1
st
 January 2021 23,414 21,935 

Excess of income over expenditure 4,555 1,479 

  27,969 23,414 
 

Notes to the Accounts 
 

Basis of accounts: These accounts have been prepared on a “receipts and 

payments basis” and in accordance with S42 (3) Charities Act 1993. 

 

1. Promotion income: 

Promotional income is specifically awarded to SAM to promote the 

objectives of the group. Despite previous restrictions, the Copdock Show 

returned and a generous donation of £3000 was received. With little to 

spend this on during 2021, the Promotion Fund is in a very healthy 

position. 
 

£  

 Promotional Income  3,000 

2. Promotional Expenses    (194) 

 2,806 
 

3. Group administration costs: 

                                                                                 2021                       2020 

                                                                           £                             £ 

 Room hire      1,212                         478 

 Monthly magazine costs                          2,346                      2,457 

 Postage & Stationery 299 48 

 Professional fees 80 80 

Sundries 70 91 

 4,006 3,154 
 

4.  The invoice for our insurance for 2021 has not been received yet, nor are 

we aware of the amount and so cannot allow for it in our 2021 accounts. 
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Ride Leaders 
 

 
 
 

Social Ride Coordinator 
 

 Trevor Read 

 
Ride Leaders 

 

 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Kevin Bolt    Chris Bond 

 Martin Drury    Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Dave Frankin 

 Karl Grimwade    Glyn Hill    Alex Jones     Richard Ockelton 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman    David Wood 
 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at The Cottage, Thunder Lane,  

Thorpe St Andrew. NR7 0JD 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  07787 532635 

Secretary,  Paul Milner,  07834 600665 

 

 
SAM Events for your Diary 

2021 
Please see website and magazine for updates 

 

January 2022 
 

Wednesday 19
th

 
 
 SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30~22:00 

followed by Guest speaker, Hide-Out motorcycle clothing. Kesgrave War 

Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 

1JF Bar serving drinks, including teas and coffees. 

 

Wednesday 26
th

   Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial 

Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come 

along and learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Cornering Contact: Paul Ballard. 

Meet in The Board Room 
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February 2022 
 

Wednesday 2nd SAM Committee meeting 19:30~22:00. Kesgrave War 

Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 

1JF 
 

Sunday 6
th

  Breakfast Run Friday Street, meet 09:30 Beacon Hill 

Services 
 

Wednesday 16
th

 
 
 SAM Group Night. AGM Announcements at 

19:30~22:00 Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre 

Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Bar serving drinks, including teas and 

coffees. 
 

Saturday 15
th

  Saturday Jaunt to Kersey Mill, meet at 12:00 Copdock 

behind B&M 
 

Thursday 23rd   Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Planning and Positioning Contact: Paul 

Ballard. Meet in The Board Room 
 

March 2022 
 

Wednesday 2nd SAM Committee meeting 19:30~22:00. Kesgrave War 

Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 

1JF 
 

Sunday 6
th

  Breakfast Run to Wings Northweald Airfield, meet at 

Beacon Hill Services at 09:00 for a 09:30 departure 
 

Wednesday 16
th

 
 
  SAM Group Night. Announcements followed by 

quiz night 19:30~22:00 at Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, Twelve 

Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Bar serving drinks, including teas 

and coffees. 
 

Saturday 19
th

    Saturday Jaunt to Café 33, meet at Copdock behind 

B&M at 11:45 for a 12:00 departure.  
 

Thursday 23rd   Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Acceleration, Gears & Braking Contact: 

Paul Ballard. Meet in The Board Room 
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OBSERVERS WANTED!  
To join the team 

 

Observers are a valuable asset to the club and give of their time freely in the 

interests of improving Motorcycle Road Safety. To ensure we continue with the 

amazing work of the current team I am organising an Observer assessment day, 

for those members who are interested in trying out for this demanding role. 

Assessments will take place in March 2022, but before you send that email or 

grab the phone and call, let me give you some of the facts.   

 

The assessment day will be long and tiring; you will be assessed by members of 

our current National Observer team throughout the day. After the festivities have 

ceased you will be told if you have the qualities to become an observer, when 

successful you will be able to commence SAM observer training at a later date 

(to be confirmed).  

 

Being an Observer for SAM requires a number of qualities; you need to be;  

 

 Committed to improving the standard of riding for yourself and others. 

 Have very good communication skills  

 Commit time to the training.  

 You should have a good knowledge of Roadcraft and be able to put across 

the concepts to people from all backgrounds and abilities.  

 Be riding to at least the IAM test standard and have enough concentration 

left to observe another rider.  

 Be a fully paid up member of SAM and the IAM.  

 Have loads of patience.  

 Be able to give freely of your time to observe. 

 Attend regular refresher training sessions with other Observers, Support 

SAM organised events and share your skills with others.  

 

The training process.  

Following successful selection on the Assessment day, you will need to commit 

to attending three evening classroom training sessions of around 2 hours 

duration, these will be done shortly after (date to be confirmed). Then there will 

then be a number of practical assessments which will focus on your riding, 

communications skills and teaching ability, each of which will be driven by you. 

You would be expected to have completed all of this within a year, so that we 

can make use of your new found skills.  
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I make no apologies for the tough process, however, there is a minimum national 

standard required and this is verified by the Institute of the Motor Industry (IMI) 

where upon success you will have earned an external qualification endorsed by 

them. The programme is designed not only to get the right people with the 

correct skills but also with the right attitude.  

 

If you have not been put off by now and you are still keen then please send The 

Chief Observer - Paul Ballard an Email pgb284@gmail.com with your contact 

number to book your place. Closing date for applications will be 28
th

 February 

2022. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
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ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 

 
 
 

SAM Members Social Ride Charter 
 

On 15
th

 November Group Night there was an EGM to consider the proposal for 

the members to adopt a Social Ride Charter and no longer use the Social Ride 

Policy. 
 

There were 28 members in attendance.We needed 5% of the membership (13) 

therefore there were sufficient numbers to continue the EGM. 
 

Richard Ockelton chaired the EGM. 
 

Introduction 
 

All SAM members had received an invite to the EGM and details of the proposed 

Members Social Ride Charter by email prior to the meeting (23/10/21) and this 

was confirmed by those present. 
 

Richard clarified that the Charter would remove the potential for a ‘damages 

claim’ by a member (or his family) against the Committee members should the 

rider be involved in an incident on a social ride. Despite their best efforts the 

Committee could not obtain a clear and precise confirmation of this type of 

protection from the SAM/IAM insurer or their agent for Social type rides. The 

aim of the Charter was to take the ownership of the Social Ride Policy from the 

SAM Committee and for the SAM members to adopt the MSRC as their own 

Charter and was totally within their control and management. 
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Amendments 
 

There had been 4 emailed letters of concern from the membership before 10
th
 

November to the Secretary. 
 

Richard presented each one. All related to overtaking within the group. Each was 

discussed. It was agreed that there were exceptions for Overtaking within the 

group but these were rare. Allowing Overtaking within the group was fraught 

with potential safety issues and on most social rides not required. 
 

Example: 

The following is an example of permitted overtaking. If someone broke down or 

felt unwell. Once the rider was checked to be okay the group would continue in a 

revised order. 
 

Other matters were discussed briefly but these did not relate to the MSRC 
 

Vote: Resolution 1 Amendment 
 

A vote to amend the Charter was taken as to whether to allow overtaking within 

the group or not allow it.  
 

Result: The Amendment was accepted (26 For/2 Against) 
 

Vote: Resolution 2 MSRC 
 

A vote was taken on whether the membership would adopt the MSCR For / 

against with the amendment to Overtaking (Resolution 1) 
 

Result: The Members Social Ride Charter (MSRC) was accepted 
 

Vote: Resolution 3 Election of Members Social Ride Coordinator  
 

Richard asked for nominations for this role. Trevor Read was the only 

nomination. 
 

Result: Trevor was unanimously elected by the members  
 

Following the voting Martin Drury returned to the chair. 
 

Martin highlighted that this was the SAM members Charter and if they felt there 

was an issue with The Social Ride Charter’s method/operation they should in the 

first instance discuss their concern with Trevor (MSRC). If a change was 

necessary a further EGM could be arranged within the scope of the SAM/IAM 

constitution and the membership decides any necessary change. 
 
 

  Mud  
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Editorial 
 

Well I hope that you all had a very 

happy Christmas and a great new 

year, I hope Father Christmas 

brought you a lovely bunch of 

pressies, including the most 

important present…. a PEN and 

notepad…. . So you can write up 

your 2022 trips and send them in so 

the rest of the club can enjoy and 

relive your trip.  

 

 

So the shortest day has now been and the nights are getting longer, which means 

that the bikes are now beginning to wake from there hibernation, Now both my 

editorlets have flown the nest Mrs Editor is starting to think that she might try 

being a pillion… The bikes been serviced, oil changed, so now nothing stopping 

us. Hopefully we might get a few more miles in this year farther than the massive 

85 I cover last year???  

 

So I mentioned that I would like to hand over the golden quill if anyone would 

like to take over, To my surprise no-one has come forward…. So if you would 

like to take over as editor then please make yourself known at January’s club 

night so we can fill in the form 

 

Safe Riding  Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….  
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Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 

 

 

 

 

Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
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Guess where?  Article to follow on February 


