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The cover picture was submitted by Paul Ballard and is of his Triumph Explorer 

in The Pyrenees. 

Mike Roberts did the cover picture editing and graphical work. 
 

 
I found these two bikes at the Malta Air Museum and wondered if any of the pix 

might be of interest. There was no info about either of them although the one 

with the sidecar is clearly a BSA! I thought it might be possible that one of the 

members would know something. The museum is at the airfield the RAF used to 

call Takali, 

actually Ta 

Qali. 
 

I just thought 

of your regular 

plea for 

material when I 

spotted the 

bikes amongst 

the aircraft! 
 

André Castle 
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your Committee 
No Calls After 21:00 Please 

Officers 
Chairman    Steve Gocher   01473 430643 

Secretary   Vacant. Contact the Chairman for more details 

Treasurer    Bryan Duncan   07879 654122 

Committee Members 
Vice Chairman   Geoff Scott    07983 939998 

Chief Observer   Karl Hale    01359 241552 

Buddy Co-ordinator   Vicky Smith    01255 830352 

Caring SAM   Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Charity Co-ordinator  Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Group Nights   Trevor Read    07525.724002 

Publicity Co-ordinator  Glyn Hill    07986 319163 

Publicity    Colin Will    07721 611816 

Publicity    Dean Harris    07956 339112 

RL & RC Co Ordinator   Dean Harris    07956 339112 

RL & RC Training   Julian Harvey   01449 770355 

Discount Scheme   David Arbon    01473 902190 

Webmaster    Mike Roberts   01473 718915 

Magazine Editor   Felix Oliver    07712 649860 

Committee Support Members 
Membership Secretary  Linda Barker   01473 327555 

Associate Co-ordinator  Susan Smith    01206 251946 

Admin Support   Sara Hale    01359 241552 

National Observers 
Mike Roberts 01473 718915 David Rudland  01473 401362 

Derek Barker 01473 327555 Richard Toll   01473 401363 

Lee Gage  07732 753623 André Castle  07730 526674 

Paul Spalding 07879 844618  

Observers 
John Morgan 01473 711699 Steve Gocher  01473 430643 

Paul Newman 01473 620450 Simon Phillips  01473 830671 

Tony Chyc  01206 231782 Julian Harvey  01449 770355 

Ruth Acworth 07783 007100 Ross Mckinlay  07986 838028 

Tim Murgatroyd 07901 332757 Kevin Brendish  07854 494041 

Craig Evans  07841 037276 Gary Smith   07824 805263 

Geoff Scott  07983 939998 Paul Ballard   07850 715063 
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If you would like to help out on the committee come along to a meeting and see 

what you can do to contribute, after all many hands makes light work 
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Chairman's Chat 
 

A very warm welcome to the 

July edition of the SAM 

Observer. 

 

I'm writing this having returned 

from an IAM circuit based skills 

day at Mallory Park.  I travelled 

and attended the event with 

SAM members Tim Wash and 

Glyn Hill, Publicity 

Coordinator.  I didn't get much 

track time during the morning 

session having discovered a 

screw in my rear tyre.  

Thankfully, it hadn't deflated but 

it meant that I had to head off 

after the safety briefing to get it 

repaired or replaced.  This meant I'd miss the first couple of throttle only and 

then gear based practice sessions. 

 

Having had it repaired I returned to the circuit and finally got out on the last 

session of the morning with our classroom instructor John Lickley from Lichfield 

Advanced Motorcyclists.  John lead the first lap to show me the lines and turn-in 

points marked by cones, with the main exercise being precise positioning and 

smooth application of the throttle & brakes.  John waved me through for a series 

of observed laps for the remainder of our 20 minute session.  It was all going 

well towards the end of my first lap until I was black flagged and instructed to 

leave the circuit!  It turned out that I'd been brought in for safety reasons as the 

marshal on the pit line could hear a ticking sound as I passed, the sound being 

reflected by the pit lane wall.  After an inspection of my bike it turned out that 

my chain was overly slack, which was quite embarrassing. 

 

Although I hadn't checked that the chain was within tolerance within recent 

weeks I couldn't quite understand why it was so slack.  Having given it some 

thought since I believe it may have occurred during the wheel removal for the 

tyre repair.  The mechanic used a pneumatic hammer wrench to undo and tighten 
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the single-side arm wheel retaining nut.  I think this may have rotated the 

concentric cam within the rear hub that is used to adjust the chain tension.  Either 

way, it was a lesson for me and something that I'll check more regularly in future. 

 

Here's a photo of Glyn Hill at the Shaw's Hairpin which I took whilst waiting to 

gain access to the circuit following my tyre repair. 

 

With my chain 

adjusted I got out 

for all of the  

afternoon sessions.  

I managed around 

8 dry laps before it 

started raining, 

which slowed 

everyone down but 

was still excellent practice for the smooth, progressive application of throttle, 

brakes and steering.  During these wet laps I discovered the limit of grip of both 

my front and rear tyres.  I'd like to thank my track instructor Brent Price, from 

Redditch Advanced Motorcyclists, for his feedback during the afternoon session.  

I'd also like to thank Dave Shenton and Ian Firth, Regional Operations Manager 

for their organisation of the event. 

 

The Copdock Classic Motorcycle Club (CCMC) are holding their Summer fun 

run, in aid of the East Anglian Air Ambulance, on Sunday 31st July.  Please see 

page 9 for details of how to volunteer as a marshal for this event. 

 

We were treated to an inspirational presentation by Sjaak Lucassen with tales of 

his worldwide motorcycle adventures at June's group night.  At the time of 

writing we don't have a speaker lined up for this months group night so we'll 

have the usual announcements followed by a Natter Night. 

 

I'm looking forward to the Circuit of Suffolk SAM organised social ride on 

Sunday 10th July and the Rideout to Hideout & factor tour on the afternoon of 

Wednesday 13th July. 
 

Cheers 

 

  Steve 
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New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Piers Ford   Steve Barnes   Mark Hill   Steven Mitchell 

Nigel Howcutt   Darren Connell 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 

 

Continued Assessment 

Congratulations to the following who have undergone the certificated continued 

assessment scheme. 
 

Glyn Hill   Dean Harris 
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SAM Theory Evenings 

 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly 

after Group Nights, SAM holds its monthly Theory 

Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of 

important rider skills these nights are an informal evening 

of facts and lively banter all aimed at improving your ride 

based on the information in “How to be a better rider”. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the Skill for Life course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on their theory and 

add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Skill for Life Course. 
 

Karl Hale,       SAM Chief Observer 
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Biker Down FREE Emergency 
First Aid course. 

 

Jon Southgate has kindly arranged a First Aid course for SAM members which 

will be held on Sat. 23rd July. The venue is Ipswich East fire station, The Havens 

Ransomes Europark Ipswich. IP3 9SJ and run from 10am till 1pm. There are 

spaces for approximately twenty five people on each course and anyone 

interested should contact Jon directly by e mail at jon.southgate@suffolk.gov.uk 

 

Copdock Motorcycle club 
second fun run 

 

CCMCC second fun run of 2016 is being held on the 31st July 2016. The run is 

setting out from the Cameo Hotel on the old A12 and is ending up at the 

Middleton Bell PH. If you are free that day and would like to help SAM to 

marshal the ride please contact Dave Arbon via email (dave.arbon1@gmail.com) 

who is organising the allocation of positions. Please note my new home 
contact no is 01473 902190  
 

Regards, Dave. 

 

Suffolk Advanced 
Motorcyclists 

Chief's Challenge 2016 
Same Name Game 

 

You still have time to register and complete this challenge, in fact you’ve 

probably got the best weather to do it in!!! 

So if you want to ride your bike and have your name in the hat for some great 

prizes contact karlsarahale@btinternet.com to register.  

 

Karl Hale 

Chief Observer 

Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
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Dear All 

 

We just wanted to say thank you all so much for giving your time to support Ride 

to Remember on Sunday. We really couldn’t have done any of it without you. 

 

We have had some amazing feedback so far from all who took part, the route was 

a hit, so many people have commented what a lovely idea the tree of 

remembrance was at the half way point and most, if not all want to do it all again 

next year! 

 

You are all amazing people to offer your time to help with what appears to have 

been a successful event. I know our doctors, paramedics and pilots will therefore 

join me in thanking you once again for supporting us in this way, it really is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

With warmest wishes from us all 

 

Sophie, Cindy and Louise 

 

 

9 Alpha Business Park 

Whitehouse Road 

Ipswich IP1 5LT 

 

T 01473 745 007 
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preparation for the ride 
 

Here is the latest on our preparation for the ride through London and the Surrey 

hills on July 31st. Since the last update I have donned 2 solo 60 mile rides along 

with daily commutes and some pleasure rides with my wife. 

 

Ben has done some longer rides and been on the turbo trainer, obviously youth us 

on his side. 

 

As you know my son and I are doing this for Bowel Cancer UK, a disease that I 

had 1 years ago and affects so many people. Any donations go to help sufferers 

and also fund research to continually improve the rate of people the recover. 

Currently we have a 50 50 chance of survival. Bowel Cancer UK are working to 

improve this. 

 

I am writing this while you are at the June club night. I am in Scotland with my 

wife,  we are doing some walking and cycling to keep my legs working and have 

a 75 mile ride on 2nd July,  we are doing the Colchester castle's ride and may 

ride to the start a home after to 2 make it 85 miles. We'll see what the weather is 

doing and how we feel closer to the day. 

 

A few days after the Colchester ride I am of to the Eifel region on my Transalp 

for 5 days and will visit the Moseley and Luxembourg along with enjoying the 

twisted in the Eifel. I am so looking forward to it. 

 

Thanks to those that have sponsored me to date and if anyone else wishing to 

sponsor us please go 

to just giving and 

search for Paul and 

Ben Sharpe ride 

London 100. 

 

Thanks for your 

interest 

 

Paul and Ben 
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SAM RIDES & ROUTES  
 

Having answered a few questions from different people I thought I’d explain in 

the magazine what is available online with regard to SAM Rides & Routes. 

 

CALENDAR   http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 

This is your starting place. Find an event in the Calendar, click on it. A pop-up 

will open with a ‘Click Here’ for more information. Do so, and you will be taken 

to the relevant topic on the SAM Forum. 

NB. If you have a smartphone you can subscribe to the SAM Calendar so that all 

of our events appear in your phone’s Calendar. The links for this are on the 

Calendar page. How you do this will vary from phone to phone, but a quick 

Google with ‘phone make, model, ICAL and subscribe’ should find some 

instructions. 

 

SAM FORUM         http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 

All the SAM Rides are detailed in the Events section. They are displayed in the 

order of most recently updated, so it is often easier to use the Calendar as 

described above to find the event you are interested in. 

 

Each event has the following: 

 

Ride co-ordinator. 

Start time. 

Destination (usually with Phone Number and Postcode). 

The text description of the route. 

The route displayed on an interactive map (MotoGoLoco). 

A photo of the destination. 

Ride leaders. 

 



The SAM Observer July 2016        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 16 
 

Using the MotoGoLoco version of the route you can zoom in/out to see the detail 

and using the StreetView option (drag the little yellow man to the map) you can 

view each junction as a 360˚ degree rotatable photograph. So there’s plenty of 

scope to familiarise yourself with the route before the day. You can also click on 

the Export button and download a file for your SatNav. 

 

Within the Events section of the SAM Forum you will find detailed instructions 

(by yours truly ☺ ) on how to us the MotoGoLoco SatNav file with your own 

GPS unit. 

 

If you register for the SAM Forum, you can also comment / review the rides and 

destinations, as well as join in the other discussions on the site.  

 

Online MAGAZINE 

Finally if you don’t want to cut up your “Award Winning” magazine, or want a 

larger version of the text route, just open the SAM Magazine online from the 

‘Extras’ menu at http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com (NB. This only 

works for the PDF version). Once open, scroll to the page with the route on it and 

click print. Select ‘Scale to Fit’ or ‘Fit to Page’ (or similar depending on your 

software) and ‘Current Page’ and by the magic of the print fairies in your PC you 

will have an A4 version in nice big type for your tank bag. 

 

Any queries just drop me an email and I’ll try to help. 

 

Mike Roberts  mike.j.roberts@btinternet.com  

Website Administrator 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2016 
7th August 2016 

Ace Cafe 

North Circular Road 

Stonebridge 

NW10 7UD 
 

Tel: 020 8965 0161 
 

http://www.ace-cafe-london.com/ 

 

Meet at Tesco Copdock, B&M Rear Park IP8 3TT, Ipswich for a 08:30 Briefing 

and subsequent departure. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THE START POINT IS THE CAR PARK BEHIND B&M! 

 

All riders must attend the Briefing. 

 

Ride Co-ordinator is David Wood. 

 

Join the A1214 towards Ipswich then at the traffic lights left onto the A1071 past 

Hadleigh and join the A134 to Sudbury. 

 

Carry on to the A131 to Braintree and join the A120 past Stansted Airport to join 

the A10 at Puckeridge. 

Left to London. 

 

At Ware turn right onto the A414 through Hertford to Hatfield 

 

Take the A1(M) down to the North Circular Road at Brent Cross 

 

Follow North Circular Road west bound and leave by the sliproad immediately 

after going under the railway bridges.  

 

Turn right at the top – Park Royal West – then right again after the down slip 

back on to North Circular Road, onto Abbey Road. 

 

Ace Cafe 200yds on left 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that 

facilitate SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase 

the club social rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our 

much-loved breakfast, Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to 

continue. If you are interested in helping the club, and helping yourself 

by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride Leader, please contact Sara Hale 

to find out more information about one or both of these roles. 

 

 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 David Wood,  Chris Nunn,  Trevor Adams,  John Jenkins, 

Phil Sayer,  Glyn Hill,  Martin Drury,  Dean Harris 

 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Paul Jocelyn-Brown,  Brian Ellis,  Ken Beckinsale,  Sara Hale. 

Tim Wash 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Chip Run 
25

th
 August 2016 

 

Reg’s / Reggie's 

St Johns Rd 

Clacton 

CO15 4BS 
 

Tel: 01255 421487 

 

Meet at Tesco Copdock, B&M Rear Park IP8 3TT, Ipswich for a 18:15 Briefing 

and subsequent departure. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THE START POINT IS THE CAR PARK BEHIND B&M! 

 

All riders must attend the Briefing. 

 

Ride Co-ordinator is Keith Pavelin. 

 

Join the A14 eastbound and leave at the first exit on A137 to Manningtree. 

 

Turn left at the station roundabout and follow the B1352 to Bradfield.  

 

At The Strangers pub turn left, still on the B1352, towards Harwich.  

 

Straight over the roundabout at the A120 and turn right by the church into 

Mayes Road.  

 

Turn right at the T junction onto Oakley Road, the B1414.  

 

At Thorpe le Soken mini roundabout turn left on the B1034 towards Frinton.  

 

At Kirby Cross mini roundabout turn right to the sea front roundabout.  

 

Turn right onto Frinton Road towards Colchester then at the left hand bend turn 

off to the right on the B1027, Valley Road.  

 

At The Ship pub mini roundabout turn right and either park behind the bus stop 

on the right or use the car park in Elm Grove past the traffic lights. 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of the 

route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
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Isle of Man TT 
 

A virgin trip to the Isle of Man TT, I am not talking about my first sexual 

experience but it certainly matches it. 

 

Having taken early retirement in 2015 I thought it was time to start on my bucket 

list. Of course, one of the things at the top was a trip to the TT. My ferry was 

booked last year so it was all becoming a reality. 

 

After spending time packing my kit into my panniers then repacking making sure 

the bike balanced. 

 

So the day arrived. 

 

Day1 

I left on Tuesday and the heavens had opened overnight, with yellow weather 

warnings, thunderstorms, torrential rain but it didn't dampen my spirits. I set off 

6:00am knowing that I would eventually ride out into the sunshine. I met the sun 

at Stoke on Trent and it stayed with me all the way to Liverpool. 

 

My ferry was early in the morning so I decided to stay overnight in Liverpool. I 

arrived mid afternoon and booked into my hotel next to the ferry terminal. I had 

time to visit the Beatles museum and the Albert docks. 

 

Day 2 

I was up early on Wednesday to catch the ferry. 

The weather was beautiful and the crossing 

smooth. Arriving on the Isle on Man mid-

morning allowing me time to find the campsite, 

put my tent up and get my bearings. I was 15 

minutes walk from Hillberry Corner and spent 

the rest of the day watching the practice. The speed of the bikes was no different 

from watching the races. 

 

Day 3 

After a good nights sleep I was up early for a ride around the track. I was not 

hanging around but kept to all the speed limits. Many times I was overtaken as if 

I was standing still. 
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Day 4 

I had watched all the evening practices at Hillberry Corner so decided to change 

to a different view point. As this was the first race day I chose to stand at Creg-

Ny-Baa on the straight just after the bend. Oh boy! Sitting on the wall with bikes 

going passed at 18 inches away at a speed of at least 170mph was exhilarating. I 

had met some Irish bikers and they called this the 'crack'. 

 

Day 5 

This was a non race day but this did not mean there was nothing to see or do. It is 

known locally as mad Sunday. Many bikers doing their thing round the track. I 

decided to keep off the track roads and took the coast road following the tram 

line to Ramsey. I had heard they Drag/sprint along the sea front about 1/8th of a 

mile. Anyone can spend £10 to have a timed sprint down the course. The French 

guys had bought purpose built drag bikes. There were bikes with Chinese writing 

that were very quick I think they were called Hayabusa  

 

Day 6 

I sought out another vantage point and chose Glen Helen. It was a great place to 

watch. There were two races today, 600s and super stocks, there was not much 

difference in lap times but you have to admire the riders. In the evening a trip to 

Douglas which had every entertainment you can think off, Beer tents, rock 

music, fair grounds along 

the sea front. 

 

Day 7 

This was another no racing 

day so I spent the day in 

Douglas, eating, drinking 

and walk round the Manx 

museum. The evening 

events were beach racing 

and a demonstration by the 

Red Arrows. 

 

Day 8 

Today found me at another 

vantage point, Sarah's Cottage. Great crowd of Irish and we were all using the 

seating in the garden which the owner allows. The owner is not called Sarah! 

Sarah owned the cottage in the 1900s but it has become known as such. Arrived 
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here at 6.45 in brilliant sunshine with racing starting at 10.45. One hour later 

thick mist was rolling down the hillside covering the track. Apparently in 

Douglas the start and finish straight was covered in mist. With poor visibility the 

helicopter was unable to fly - no helicopter no racing. The roads remained closed 

with racing eventually starting 2hrs late. The days racing was exciting with the 

final event of the day being the Zero race. Creepy, bikes flying passed silently 

with just a whoosh.. 

 

Day 9 

This was a non racing day but the festival is organised in such a way that there is 

not a shortage of events. Today's was beach racing at Ramsey. 

 

Day 10 

Up early for the big race day, I got a prime position at Glen Helen. Sidecars at 

10.15 - Seniors 12.30. Sidecars started two hours late sadly during the race one of 

the competitors died - part of a father and son team. The Senior race was delayed 

but once started it was fast and exciting, sadly another incident occurred where a 

young, upcoming rider lost his life, Andrew Soar. 

 

Day 11 

Everyone starts to pack up and leave, I 

stayed for another 3 days. It was 

interesting to walk along Douglas 

seafront with very few bikes around, 

the pop up shops were empty.  But the 

Isle of Man has so much to offer I was 

able to take a trip around the island at 

a leisurely pace. In total I clocked up 

568 miles on the island. 

 

Day 14 

Starting to pack and broke camp. Bike loaded up and weighing heavier than 

when I arrived, must be the fridge magnets. On the ferry home I sat with a guy 

who was part of Andrew Soars team, he was a very interesting guy and was 

obviously upset at losing a team mate.  

 

I have booked to go next year with a motor home, the dog oh! and the wife.  

 

Keith Pavelin 
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR NEW 
OBSERVERS TO JOIN OUR 

RANKS 
 

 

Observers are a valuable asset to the club and give of their time freely in the 

interests of improving Motorcycle Road Safety.  

 

To ensure we continue with the fantastic work of the current team I am 

organising an assessment day for those members who are interested in trying out 

for this demanding role on Sunday 25
th
  September 2016.  

 

Before you send that email or grab the phone and call, let me give you some of 

the facts.  

 

The assessment day will be long and tiring, you will be assessed by a number of 

our current observers throughout that time and after the festivities have ceased 

you will be told if you are ready or not to commence SAM observer training. 

 

Being an Observer for SAM requires the following qualities, you need to be;  

 

 Committed to improving the standard of riding for both yourself and others. 

 

 Have very good communication skills and be contactable.  

 

 Have a good knowledge of Roadcraft and be able to put over the concepts 

of it to people from all backgrounds and abilities. 

 

 Be riding at least the standard of the IAM test and have enough 

concentration left to observe another rider. 

 

 Be a fully paid up member of SAM and the IAM.  

 

 Have loads of patience.  
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Be able to give freely of your time to observe, attend regular refresher training 

sessions with other Observers, support organised events and share your skills 

onto others. 

 

So the training process; 

 

Following successful selection on Sunday 25th September 2016 assessment day, 

you will need to commit to attending at least three evening classroom training 

sessions of around 2 hours each, these will be done towards the end of the year / 

New Year. There will then be a number of practical assessments concentrating on 

your riding, communications and teaching each of which will be driven by you. 

You would be expected to have completed all of this by the end of Spring 2017 

so that we can use your new found skills. 

 

I make no apologies, the process is tough, however there is a minimum national 

standard required and this has to be verified by the Institute of the Motor Industry 

(IMI) where upon success you will have earned an external qualification 

endorsed by them. The programme is designed not only to get the right people 

with the right skills but also the right attitude, you will not be a ‘Show Pony’ you 

will be a ‘Work Horse’ so you really need to want to do it for the right reasons. 

 

If I have not put you off by now and you are now even keener then give me a call 

on 01359 241552 or book your place email Sara at 

karlsarahale@btinternet.com 

 

Closing date for applications will be Saturday 17
th
 September 2016. 

 

 

Karl Hale  
 

Chief Observer 
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1500 mile trip through.. 
 

Just returned from a 1500 mile trip 

with Gary Moss, through France, 

Belgium, Luxembourg and 

Germany. 
 

Whilst on the French/Belgian 

border, we took the opportunity to 

visit the town and museums of 

Bastogne. The attached photo is of 

me parked in front of the tribute to 

the 101st Airborne Division of the 

American Army by the town of 

Bastogne (you know, the one 

where the American commander 

said "Nuts" to the Germans when 

asked to surrender). 
 

There is another massive memorial; which we also enclose, but you cannot take 

your bikes near it. 
 

Regards,         Bryan Duncan 
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Editorial 
 

Been an exciting month this month. I was invited to go a 

reception at the Japanese Embassy as part of the peace 

programme between our countries. Grandfather was 

captured at Singapore in February 1942 and spent the rest 

of the war building a railway. 
 

As the Embassy is in Piccadilly, well only one way to get 

there. So looked on good old Google maps and there was a cycle parking with 

hoops. I’ll dump the bike there, shouldn’t be a problem…. Oh I was wrong. 

Apparently Westminster Council take a dim view on Motorbikes hogging cycle 

parking, they mentioned an app on their website called ParkRight which I 

downloaded and it shows all the parking in the London area. So I found a 

Motorbike parking only bay a few streets away and it costs a fortune….. £1 per 

day….  
 

I also arranged to go and visit a Client and chat about his next project so went 

down the A12, M25 and in on the A13, Blimmy life is different in London. Car 

and 4 wheels have one rule, 2 wheels have another, being a country sort of chap 

was a wee bit alarming with bike whizzing in and out, also I was a bit concerned 

that I would get wedged with the panniers. Found my parking bay and it was 

full… fortunately two were leaving so took their holes. 
 

Reception was great, met up with old friends. Afterwards I thought I would take 

a few pictures Page 35 which didn’t come out every well. This time the SatNav 

told me the most direct route was M11, so followed the SatNav out of the city. 

Once on the M11 it reminds me of the cover of Meatloaf’s Bat out of Hell. Warp 

speed was duly hit and was home with no hold up 2 hours later. 
 

The Club helped out on the Ride to Remember, My Marshall point was the 

roundabout in Aldeburgh, I counted 180 bikes, and Beverley our Ex- Chairman 

who came peddling past. I also got harangued by a local resident who told me I 

was “standing there like a lemon and none of the car where indicating off the 

roundabout, so how was she meant to cross the road”…. Bless her. 
 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860  editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
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Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. ☺ 

But….. what about the rest of you…. � 
 

Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club night 
If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 Sam.editor@btinternet.com  
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd
 Thursday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: David Arbon 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

July 2016 
 

Tuesday 19
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

club Natter Night. Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including 

teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday21
st
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Gears & Acceleration 
 

Fri 22
nd
 ~ Sat 23

rd
 Safe Rider. Cancelled 

 

Thursday 28th  Chip Run,. Chip Inn, Long Stratton NR15 2XG Meet at 

Tesco Car Park, Stowmarket IP14 5BE in good time for 18:15 All riders must 

attend Briefing. 
 

Sun, 31
th
   The second Copdock Classic Motorcycle Club Fun Run 

of the year. If you can help as a static marshal please contact Dave Arbon. 
 

August 2016 
 

Wednesday 3
rd
   SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 

 

Sunday 7
th
   Breakfast Run, Ace Café NW10 7UD Meet at Tesco 

Copdock, B&M Rear Park IP8 3TT for a 08:30 All riders must attend Briefing 
 

Fri 12
th
 ~ Sat 13

th
  Safe Rider. If you can help the Publicity Team on the 

Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn Hill on 07986-319163 
 

Tuesday 16
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker. Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas 

and coffees. 
 

Thursday 18
th
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Overtaking 
 

Thursday 25
th
   Chip Run,. Reg’s / Reggie's CO15 4BS Meet at Tesco 

Copdock, B&M Rear Park IP8 3TT in good time for 18:15 All riders must attend 

Briefing. 
 

September 2016 
 

Sunday 4
th
    Breakfast Run, TBA All riders must attend Briefing 
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Wednesday 7
th
    SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf 

Club.19:30 
 

Saturday 17
th
   Saturday Jaunt,. TBA All riders must attend Briefing. 

 

Tuesday 20
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker. Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas 

and coffees. 
 

Thursday 22
nd
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Planning & Positioning 
 

Fri 23
rd
 ~ Sat 24

th
  Safe Rider. If you can help the Publicity Team on the 

Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn Hill on 07986-319163 
 

October 2016 
 

Sunday 2
nd
   Copdock Bike Show , If you can help with motorcycle 

parking or on our promotion stand, please speak to a Committee member. 

 
 

Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any changes 

after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can be 

unpredictable  
 

 
 

Disclaimer 
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
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The Eye and Bus 

Tower of London…. Well corner of it 

 

A little bridge 
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