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Caption Competition 
 

Come up with funniest caption for this photo tonight and win a bottle of wine.  

Write your caption on a slip provided and post it in the competition box. 
 

Good Luck!  -  One entry per person please. 
 

Judging will be 

performed by the 

Editor, with help 

from the 

committee and 

the winning 

caption will be 

announced at the 

end of the  

evening. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Winner of the May’s caption Competition was  
 

Carolyn Barnes 
 

“I said “ Iam skills day” you numpty, 

not “Iam spills day ” 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Please send your photos, electronic or hard copy (which will be returned) to the 

Editor for selection in next month’s edition. 
 

P.S. Please don’t send images sourced from publications / the Internet, as they 

are Copyright protected and SAM can’t afford the law suit!  
 

Picture provided by Bryan Duncan , If you would like your picture here please 

send them in. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Welcome to the June edition of the SAM Observer 

magazine. I hope you enjoy reading the various 

articles that have been submitted this month. Why not 

enter the caption competition this month? If you are 

not able to get to group night pop your caption to me 

by email and I’ll make sure it’s posted in the 

competition box. 
 

Last month’s magazine saw the return of our 

motorcycle correspondent, Audrey. Now I won’t deny 

it, there is an element of truth in the tale of how I came 

to volunteer myself up for Chairman but true to form 

Audrey has elaborated the tale, surely you believe me? Well, I’ll let you draw 

your own conclusion on where the facts end and the fiction begins. And what a 

thing to say to Chris, just as he’d began to see the BMW light. If, like Chris 

and myself, you find yourself in the spotlight and feel that Audrey has 

overstepped the mark, I’d ask you to draw it to the committees attention by 

contacting ‘Caring Sam’ who’s phone number appears on page 8 of the 

magazine.  
 

Despite the unusually good weather in May I’ve not been able to get out on my 

motorbike. The only time poor Razor (for those of you who weren’t aware, 

I’ve named my bike Razor and if I’m ever short of something to write in 

Chairman’s Chat I might resort to explaining how he came to get his name but 

for the time being you’ll be spared the detail). As I was saying, the only time 

poor Razor escaped from the garage was to go to Lind in Norwich for a 

service. He was looking forward to the scenic route through Debenham and 

Eye but ended up being transported in the back of Lind’s van along with 

David’s bike. Thanks to the fabulous team at Lind the bikes have been serviced 

and returned home safe and sound. 
 

Although my motorcycling mileage for May is zero we’ve got big plans for 

June so by the time this issue hits your doormat David and I will have ridden 

down into Italy. We’re heading for Perugia and the region of Umbria where 

we’re planning to stay for a week before setting off homeward bound hopefully 

arriving back in Ipswich literally just in time for group night. Once I’ve 

finished this article the maps and highlighter pen will come out and as the route 
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takes shape so the holiday begins. Whilst David plots the route into the GPS, 

I’ll be packing the panniers.  

Remember, June’s group night on Tuesday 21
st
 is a natter night; it will be a 

brilliant opportunity to catch up with friends. Although we won’t have a guest 

speaker we are hoping to have a couple of very interesting bikes on display 

thanks to Paul Easton of Washbrook Service Station. Come along and browse 

the new Norton Commando, one of only 40 in this Country and only 200 

worldwide, Paul is also planning to bring along a brand new Classic Enfield.  

I look forward to seeing you on the 21
st
 so until then, safe biking and remember 

the system!! 

 

BeverBeverBeverBeverleyleyleyley    
 

 

Secretary’s Scribbles 
June 2011 

 

Events seem to be in full swing. It must be 

summer, as the Thursday chip runs have 

been underway for sometime now. I must 

admit that I’ve yet to find the time to get to 

one, maybe next month. 
 

I have however been able to get out on the 

bike for pleasure just recently, as observer 

John Morgan and I managed to go over to 

France for a truly excellent week of chateaus, 

vineyards, sunshine and motorcycle racing!  
 

It all started last November when a visit to the Motorcycle Show in 

Birmingham brought me to the attention of a special offer leaflet by Brittany 

Ferries. Ferry travel to and from Portsmouth/Caen and six nights in different 

hotels for a bargain price. Not only that, but I could book the weekend of the 

French Moto GP with a hotel only 100km from Le Mans. 
 

I won’t go into anymore detail here, suffice to say that I highly recommend 

Brittany Ferries for being very efficient operators and they chose some 

excellent hotels for us. The Moto GP was excellent too, but very French! Can 

you imagine Silverstone circuit being built in the suburbs of a  large town (like 



The SAM Observer June 2011 Page 7 

Northampton for example) with little or no purpose built parking and a police 

force who seem more keen to chat to one another, rather than sort out the huge 

traffic problems? Funnily enough, the locals didn’t seem to mind every 

available bit of footpath being taken up by abandoned motorcycles! My tip to 

you is, please visit Le Mans for the unmistakable French atmosphere and 

excellent racing the demanding track brings, but please go on your bike. Don’t 

take the car! 
 

Enjoy your 

riding. 

 

 

 
 

Martin.  

 

 

P.S. Take a 

look at the 

SAM 

website 

forum for 

details of an 

all-night 

rideout I’m 

planning for 

18
th 

~ 19
th
 

June. Hope 

to see you 

there.
 

 

 

 

Ancient 

French 

chateaux 

meets fairly 

modern 

German 

motorcycle. 



The SAM Observer June 2011 Page 8 

CARING SAM 
 

We at SAM like to pride ourselves on having a very 

good and highly regarded club. We know when things 

go right but how will we know if they do not? This is 

something we would like to address and our Vice 

Chairman Karl Hale, as part of his role is now 

appointed customer service / complaints point of 

contact. If there is something that is lacking with the 

club or something you as a member (associate or full) 

have experienced within the club and would have rather 

not, please contact Karl. 

 

Your views can then be brought to the attention of the committee or dealt with 

more discretely. Either way you will be informed of the plan or outcome. You 

can contact Karl on 01359 241552 or email vicechairman@suffolk-advanced-

motorcyclists.com  

 

 

IAM Test Passes 
This month one member has passed their advanced test. 

Congratulations to: 
 

Jim Kidd  his observer was  Dave Schofield 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let Derek Barker or Susan Smith 

know. 

 

New Members  
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent new associate members: 
 

Colin Murphy   Robert (Bob) Page 

 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

we will put that right 
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New Observers 
The cover picture is of Steve Gocher who has just passed 

his Observers test and is now taking Associates  

 

 
Membership Fees for 2011 

 

Full Member £20.00 
Associate £139 - Skills for Life 

Includes the current issue of “How to be a Better Rider” and your IAM Test fee 

for new members. 

Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00 
 

Joint Full Members £23.00 
 

Membership entitles you to 1 Newsletter per couple and to attend monthly 

Group meetings which will encompass both riding and safety techniques, 

speaker on interesting and varied subject, Group rides at weekends and 

evenings and the fellowship of like-minded people. 
 

Please support us by renewing and helping the Group to flourish in the 
cause of safer motorcycling. 

 

 
SAM French Trip, May 2011 

 

This is my first article for the SAM magazine, and it’s about my first 

experience of an organised trip with the club. Bearing in mind the huge 

diversity of the club’s membership, it’s not easy to know how to pitch it in a 

way that will interest everyone: for example, if you’ve been in the club for any 

length of time you may already know of Dave’s reputation for eating anything 

he can reach, of Neil’s propensity for speech making, and of Roy’s gift for 

giving his wife Nicky the slip at every opportunity; on the other hand, if you’re 
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a newcomer like I was at the start of this trip then you may not know who any 

of these people are, so I’ll imagine that I’m writing this for someone who’s not 

been in SAM very long, and who is perhaps just thinking of signing up for his 

or her first trip abroad.  
 

My own biking history started when I was 17 with a Kawasaki KH100 that I 

kept for less than a year. I didn’t have another bike for 10 years, but then 

decided to take a one-week intensive course leading to the bike test; I was 

bitten by the bug and immediately bought a GPZ305, which served me well for 

15 years until I felt I was due for a mid-life crisis and moved up to a Suzuki 

Bandit 1200. This put me in touch with my own mortality to such an extent 

that I signed up with the IAM in late 2009, and with much patience and 

perseverance from my observer Karl Hale I got through the advanced test in 

Summer 2010, so when Keith and Maureen Gilbert announced they were 

running a trip to northern France for people who hadn’t done much riding 

abroad, I didn’t need to be asked twice. 
 

The preparation for the trip was very straightforward, and only involved 

writing a couple of cheques! Keith and Maureen booked the ferry and worked 

hard to find a hotel that was well located and which offered a good deal 

including evening meals, and they made sure that we were kept up to date with 

travel details, routes and itineraries, and useful hints and guidance for riding in 

France. We all met up on a Sunday morning a few weeks before the trip, and 

having decided to join a small group who planned to make an early start from 

Ipswich on the 19
th
, it only remained for me to set myself up with a set of 

throw-over panniers and some spare light bulbs, and I was ready to go. 
 

Day 1 - The journey to France 
 

At 06:30 the Ipswich posse were all assembled in the agreed lay-by on the 

A12, and I realised I’d forgotten my map, with the route marked on it in case 

we got split up. No need to worry, I reasoned - I’m in a group so I can just stay 

with them, right? Yeah, right. All was fine until the A12/M25 junction, at 

which point most of the tail end of the group filtered past me and cruised 

through the lights, but as I followed them I realised we were leaving the one 

remaining tail-ender stuck at the lights. There then followed a period of slow 

riding while I waited to be caught up while trying not to lose the rest of the 

group in front of me, by which time the leader of the group had sailed off over 

the horizon, not to be seen again until Dover. A similar thing happened at the 

Dartford crossing, when delays at the tolls meant that the group was split once 

more, and one of the group took off towards the M20 while the others took the 
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A2. The remaining group of three managed to stick together the rest of the way 

to Dover, and everyone met up at the docks on schedule. The SeaFrance check-

in was simplicity itself, and the bikes were boarded first. The SeaFrance ferries 

have a straightforward arrangement for tethering bikes to eyelets in the deck, 

and although they rely on using pieces of blue nylon string that look barely 

substantial enough to tie up runner beans they seemed to do the trick, and 

anyone wanting breakfast had the luxury of being at the front of the queue. 
 

Once in France, we disembarked and covered some easy miles on dual 

carriageways including some toll roads, south past Boulogne and towards 

Abbeville. The weather was fine, the roads were good and the traffic was light, 

so anyone riding on the right for the first time had quite a gentle introduction, 

and after an hour or two we stopped for petrol and regrouped. I was to be in the 

group led by Paul Newman, and as I’d mentioned I hadn’t done any group 

riding before, he gave me a quick briefing on the basics before we set off. 
 

The next stage was to leave the dual carriageways and head through some 

beautiful countryside. I’ve done a fair amount of driving through France, but 

on a bike it’s even more special, and as well as being the longest day’s riding 

I’ve ever done (over 300 miles) it was also shaping up to be one of the most 

enjoyable. Unfortunately this was also to be the stretch where two of our riders 

had some misfortune. 
 

By far the most glamorous and spectacular of these incidents was Vicky’s. 

Vicky had simply missed a tight right hand bend, and on another day this might 

have meant nothing more than running off the road onto a field or a grass 

verge. However, luck was not on her side: the road had a shallow grass bank 

running alongside, and 

the tight bend was on the 

immediate approach to a 

level crossing. All of this 

meant that Vicky’s bike 

went over the top of the 

bank, with both Vicky 

and her bike coming to 

rest in the middle of the 

railway track about two or 

three metres along the 

track from the level 

crossing. Vicky was able 

to walk away, but she was 

Monet’s garden 
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shocked and in some pain 

from a suspected broken 

collar bone, and the bike 

wasn’t rideable. Nicky 

Clouter organised an 

ambulance with help from a 

local motorist, and as Nicky 

speaks French she 

accompanied Vicky to the 

hospital, along with husband 

Roy who was to be in charge 

of navigating back (of which 

more later). 
 

Our group pressed on, and we 

got as far as Vernon, only 9 

miles from our destination, 

before our next incident. This 

time the victim was Tim, 

who’d been clipped on the 

shoulder by an HGV while 

negotiating a junction in the 

town. He was luckier than 

Vicky, in that both he and his bike landed in bushes at the side of the road, so 

although Tim was shaken up he was able to continue after a few minutes. 
 

A final quarter of an hour saw us arrive at the Hotel Altina in Pacy sur Eure, 

where beer, food and a 

comfortable bed awaited. 
 

Day 2 – Giverny and 
Jumièges 
 

The main concern at the start 

of day 2 was how Vicky had 

fared at the hospital. She had 

been discharged the same day 

and would be staying with us 

at the hotel, but she would be 

spending a while with her arm 

in a sling. It was also noted 

Some tourists watching the water lilies 

Water lilies 
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that Roy, having accompanied the ambulance the previous day with a view to 

escorting Nicky back to Pacy, had arrived late the previous evening on his 

own. Nicky and he had somehow lost track of one another on the journey 

home, and Nicky, with no sat-nav and no maps, had had to rely on asking for 

directions to make her way back to 

the hotel, where she arrived at about 

midnight. Those of you who have 

read the April and May issues of 

SAM magazine will no doubt 

recognize the potential for a third 

instalment of “How to Get Rid of 

Your Wife”, so I’ll say no more. 
 

The objective for almost everyone 

on day 2 was a trip to Monet’s 

house at Giverny, only a few miles 

(sorry, kilometres) away from our 

base camp at Pacy. This was 

somewhere I’d always wanted to 

visit, and being able to make that 

visit on the bike was an extra treat. 

Monet’s garden was undoubtedly 

stunning, but he must have needed 

an army of gardeners to keep it that 

way (or else he had a really bad back). 
 

He also had a rather nice pond at the 

bottom of the garden which he seems 

never to have tired of painting. 

After lunch at Giverny, I joined a group 

led by Keith to follow the Seine westwards 

towards Jumièges, where there is a 

spectacular ruined abbey. The trip also 

included a ferry across the Seine, on a 

rather smaller scale than the one that had 

brought us across the Channel: 
 

The return trip was rewarded with more 

cold beers, and by Vicky delivering what 

may well have been the quote of the week: 

about fifteen of us were sitting outside the 



The SAM Observer June 2011 Page 14 

hotel enjoying the evening sunshine and waiting for dinner, when Vicky came 

outside wearing her sling and appealed “Can anyone help me get my top off?” 
 

Day 3 – Pegasus Bridge 
 

The third day brought a difficult choice: you could either join an organised 

group heading north-west towards the Pegasus Bridge at Ranville, scene of the 

D-Day glider landings, or a shorter route southwards towards Montagne and 

Verneuil. I opted for the longer ride to the Bridge, a round trip of about 180 

miles, and it was well worthwhile: the museum beside the bridge has been very 

well done, and the large number of items that have been donated by individuals 

give quite an intimate and 

personal connection with the 

past. I was particularly struck by 

one of the glider pilots’ 

logbooks, which had been 

laminated so that visitors could 

handle it, in which the owner 

had modestly remarked: “Duty 

for the Day: Invasion of 

Europe”. 
 

Ranville: Formation parking and 

helmet arranging by the 

Gendarmerie 
 

Back at the hotel, our 

enterprising landlord had 

decided to start translating the 

dinner menus into English, as we 

did after all make up about 95% 

of his clientele. Unfortunately 

this was not as enlightening as 

he had hoped, and one of our 

options was “Narrow Minded od Camembert”. It was very good nevertheless, 

and if you happen to see it on a menu anywhere then I heartily recommend it. 

(But steer well clear of the Andouillette, whatever you do.) 
 

Day 4 – Day of Rest 
 

There was nothing officially planned for Sunday. Keith and some friends were 

planning on taking a tour on a local train, and others were talking about doing 
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some local rides, or just taking it easy for the day. I’d made some tentative 

enquiries about whether anyone fancied a trip into Paris, either by bike or train, 

but the train times on a Sunday turned out not to be very convenient and people 

were generally wary of taking bikes into the centre of Paris. In the event I 

decided to give it a go, and my room-mate Tim helped me check the route and 

lent me his map, and an hour or so later I was there. 
 

The journey was nothing 

like as bad as I had feared, 

as I had been lucky enough 

to make the trip on a 

Sunday so the city traffic 

was manageable. The 

weather was great once 

again, and I had lunch by 

the Seine before heading 

back to Pacy. I’d passed 

through Pacy several times 

but never stopped, so I 

took the opportunity to 

have a stroll around and 

sample a “tartelette aux 

fraises”. On the way back 

to the hotel there were 

posters advertising a 

monster truck show in 

nearby Breuilpont, so Tim 

led the way there and we 

watched some clever 

driving and some cars 

being smashed up in the 

sunshine before heading back to the hotel for dinner, where we were 

entertained by several speeches, and some fine piano playing from Neil. 
 

Day 5 – the return journey 
 

This took a more cross-country route than the trip down, but the weather in 

France was terrific and the roads once again were clear. Things were not so 

rosy back in Blighty, however. The winds were some of the strongest I have 

ridden a bike in, and the ride home was tiring. I started to run out of petrol at 

My trusty iron horse in Paris 
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Witham, which added some interest as the gauge said I was still half full, but I 

eventually made it home at about 7pm, feeling weary but pretty chuffed. 
 

Conclusion 
 

If you’ve managed to read this far, then you’ll already have figured out that I 

had a good time. Big thanks are due to Keith and Maureen, whose hard work 

both before and during the trip made it such a success, but also to the observers 

and experienced riders who led the small groups and took all the pain out of 

navigation (and all the blame for the wrong turns). Would I do it again? Yes, 

definitely. Would I change anything? Well, maybe I’ll fit a sat-nav to the bike. 

And I did happen to notice that nearly all those bikes were so much newer and 

shinier than mine… 
 

John Reah 
26

th
 May 2011 

 

 

3
RD
 TIME (STILL UNLUCKY) 

 

Well dear readers, settle yourselves comfortably, and I’ll recount 

Roy’s third attempt – foiled only by my ability to speak French… 
 

We set off for France last weekend with Keith Gilbert’s party, setting 

off from Calais around 12.45, making good progress along the auto 

route, and then we started the more interesting D roads to get to Pacy.  

Unfortunately just before 4pm  Vicky came a cropper on a bend on the 

approach to a level crossing and ended up on the railway tracks with a very sad 

looking bike, and Vicky requiring medical assistance.  
 

The entire group pulled over to the side to see what was happening and to help 

Vicky off the tracks and onto the verge.  I called out, ” Do we have a first aider 

here …?” only to feel a complete wally when Nancy Nurse (Deidre)  told me 

that Vicky’s friend John, was an orthopaedic surgeon !! 
 

As I headed towards the spot, a Frenchman asked me if anyone had called the 

emergency services – no, I said, could you please call them.   They came along 

very quickly in the form of the Fire Brigade (they act as combined Fire and 

Emergency Medical Services)  -   out jumped a load of Frenchmen who busied 

around to make an initial assessment.  They were asking all sorts of questions 

whilst gently pushing, prodding and peering at our injured comrade,  and as I 

speak French, I acted as interpreter.  It was clear that some damage was done to 
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the collar bone, and being safe rather than sorry, on went the neck brace and 

she was lifted into the vehicle. During this time I was also trying to get hold of 

Vicky’s insurance company in England, but my mobile phone battery went flat, 

so John took over that bit. 

Fortunately I was able to ask that they took her to the hospital closest to our 

destination, and it was decided that  John would come along as a friendly face.  

Not sure if he knew where we were eventually headed, nor his previous 

experience of a) riding, and b) riding in France, so  I asked Roy to come as 

well, as he had Jane the Sat Nag programmed, and I know that he’s quite good 

at finding the way when the route can be difficult. (Little did I know that John 

would later have 3 hours in which to eat, commit to memory and digest the 

map of Normandy). 
 

 The  firecrew set off, allowing us to follow as much as possible.  The journey 

did offer me quite an exciting ride as I was determined to keep up with them, 

except for running red lights and overtaking queues of vehicles, as I didn’t 

want Vicky to arrive alone at the hospital.  (That’s my excuse anyway). Roy 

and John arrived soon after and they settled down to wait.  
 

By now it was around 5pm,  Vicky was in a lot of pain and it took until 6.30 

for the I.V. pain relief to take proper effect;  eventually around 8, the X rays 

were finished – confirming a broken collar bone and fortunately nothing else .  

Roy had decided to stay around thinking that the doctor would get to her quite 

quickly, but we didn’t get away until just after 9.30.  John would wait with 

Vicky for a taxi and would follow on. 
 

Roy and I  made good progress until we got to Vernon, where the 

instructions were a little hazy  and it being now dark it was getting 

quite difficult to ride and read the signage, so we pulled over to the 

side for Roy to read the map under a street light – “Jane Sat Nag” 

having long given up the ghost, as well as the headset (we’d been travelling 

since 8.30am). This being France, at 10pm the town was quite quiet, but 

luckily I spotted a passer by and asked for directions, which he gave. So Roy 

folded up the map, and off we set.  We hadn’t gone 500 yds when he pulled 

over saying that he had put his glasses down on his seat to read the  map, but 

he’d forgotten them and driven off and they weren’t there any longer.   He set 

off, and I struggled to do a U turn in a narrow road, laden with panniers.  I 

thought, the last thing we need is for me to drop the bike and cause even more 

problems,  so I pulled over and waited for him to reappear.  And waited, and 

waited, and then thought, well, he could probably do with some help, so I 
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managed to do my U turn very, very carefully and headed back to where we’d 

stopped.   
 

No Roy – ah well, he must have found them, and gone back to where he’d left 

me.  Set off, arrived at the spot, no Roy.  Went round the block two more 

times, no Roy.  Went back to the main road, parked the bike, and stood on the 

street corner under a lamp to make the most of my hi viz jacket and white 

helmet. (I did draw a few strange looks, they must have thought it was a new 

type of naughty fancy dress for a lady of the night !) I must have waited for 

about 15 minutes on that corner, and still no Roy. This is getting ridiculous.  

Took out my phone, battery dead, no good.  Realised that Roy had put MY 

map back into HIS tank bag, so no directions.  By now I’m bushed. I look 

around wondering if I should check into a hotel, charge up the phone and get a 

message to Keith at the hotel. Oh sod it, I’ll follow those instructions, maybe 

he’s gone on ahead and is waiting for me en route. 
 

So off I set again, thanking my luck that I do speak French, that I used to live 

in France, so wasn’t as intimidated by trying to find my way in the dark as I 

might have been.  I hate riding in the dark, and I mean REALLY hate – my 

night vision is lousy, and I have a tendency to lose my balance.  However, on I 

trucked, and after a while passing a sign off to the left which said Pacy, which 

in the dark I missed.  I decided to carry on ahead fortunately, as I then arrived 

in Pacy itself.  Drove around looking for the hotel as I had no idea where it 

was.  Asked a group of young people for directions, which second time around 

proved to be correct.  Headed out of town, thinking, this can’t be right, it’s too 

far out….however a green neon sign beckoned, and lo and behold two angels 

were at the gate waiting for me, Lorraine and Judy keeping a watch out for this 

lonely rider. 
 

My first question, “Has Roy arrived?” “Yes, he’s inside, eating. ” “Eating? 

***** Roy” came my response.  I parked up and was so grateful when Keith 

came out to help me with my panniers – yes, that’s right, Keith, not my 

husband Roy rushing out to greet me…he did eventually stroll out, and I heard 

the same sort of excuses I had heard before…looked for you, couldn’t find you, 

thought you’d gone ahead, waited at roundabouts etc., eventually headed off….   
 

Fortunately Deidre had bullied the hotel owner into leaving us some food, so 

over a few/many  glasses of wine, I heard how my husband had been very 

relaxed about my finding my way – the B*** - it was inspired, given that I had 

no phone and no map (at least I had my credit card and money this time ☺) 
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Lorraine was impressed/bewildered at how restrained I was on arrival in the 

face of this situation. I shrugged it off, but later  let her into a secret:  if Roy  

had done that to me in Germany, where I don’t speak the language and 

certainly can’t decipher  the street signs, he wouldn’t have 

returned to England alive; and I was already drafting my article 

for the SAM mag as an act of revenge.   
 

So, despite our/my precautions of Sat nag, phone, bike to bike intercom, map, 

etc. he had tried his hardest, but was outwitted…which just leaves me 

wondering when and where he will go for fourth attempt ?  
 

Apart from our domestic, we both thoroughly enjoyed our few days, and our 

warm thanks go to Keith and Maureen for all the organising;  Paul Newman 

and  Glen Mures for organising/leading ride outs and everyone else for their 

good company. Well done to all those for whom this was their first time 

abroad/don’t speak the language – it seems daunting at first, but with such 

good roads and less traffic then we find here, hopefully they’ll have gained in 

confidence to try it another time. 
 

 

Nicky Clouter 
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Source of the sound that passed… 
 

I was standing in my front garden one evening.  I had nothing to do but  

contemplate my position in the grand scheme of things when suddenly I was 

snapped out of my reverie by a sound.  It was a "now what does that remind me 

of" moment.  The source of the sound passed by my front gate.  It turned out to 

be an oldish Suzuki, but it wasn't that which caught my attention.  It was the 

fact that it was a two stroke twin.  Now that's a sound you just don't seem to 

hear these days.  All the learner bikes are single cylinder chain saw sound-

alikes while  all the bigger bikes are four stroke. 
 

Then it hit me why my attention had been caught.  It reminded me of my very 

first bike.  The bike I had when I was sixteen.  It was an Ariel Arrow, 250cc, 

two stroke twin - you could ride a 250cc machine as a learner in those days.  

Nostalgia kicked in and I started remembering things like:  the times I fell off 

it, the clouds of smoke that sometimes came out of it and the day I arrived at 

work with a big lump of turf on my left boot because I had clipped the bank 

somewhere along the way. 
 

It  ran on a 20:1 petrol/oil mix and I remember once looking behind me at the 

end of a long straight and seeing a big wall of smoke following me down the 

road.  I loved the screaming exhaust note as I did 40mph in second gear up 

West Suffolk College driveway (What a hooligan I was).  I passed my test on it 

riding around Bury St Edmunds but I never did move up to a bigger machine.  

Instead I got a mini van when I was 17, but that's another story. 
 

Nostalgia now got me looking up Ariel Arrow on the internet.  I soon found out 

that they come up on ebay now and again.  So I started watching them.  The 

going rate for auctions seem to be around £1500/1800.  They always seem to 

be far away though - never close enough to just go and look.  I figure that if I 

watch them long enough, wife will get used to me talking about them and I 

won't get so much aggravation if I do suddenly land one. 
 

I also found out there is an Ariel Owners Motor Cycle Club and that they meet 

the third Wednesday every month at the Red Lion in Icklingham (very 

civilised).  I've been to a couple of meetings so far and they are a really 

friendly bunch.  Some of them turn up with bags of bits which they slap on the 

table with a "anybody know what that is/off?"  Sometimes it's a quiz, 

sometimes they don't know and want to find out.  Conversations go along the 

lines of: “That’s a blah blah off a ’54 blah blah, it’s different from the ’53 
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because of blah blah” or “I picked up three gearboxes the other day, don’t 

know what they are for though” 
 

There's a guy who comes to these meetings from Draganfly (sic) Motorcycles 

in Bungay.  They supply all the parts for the old machines - other makes as 

well as Ariels.  So an Ariel Arrow restoration project might be a possibility for 

me as well as one that's a runner. 
 

There are owners clubs for all the other British bikes as well of course.  BSA, 

Norton, Velocette, AJS and Matchless to name just a few.  The spirit of the 

British bike industry is being kept alive by these clubs.  I find it rather sad 

though, that all the people in these clubs are probably like me and rode them in 

their teens and early twenties when the bikes were still current.  When this 

generation is gone there will probably be no one interested in riding them 

anymore and they will only be seen in museums. 
 

That's all on the subject for now at least.  Maybe there will be a part two.  Just 

remember, if you are waiting at a ride-out meet and you see a cloud of smoke 

approaching, it could be me on my newly acquired Arrow. 

 

Rodger Welham 

Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the 

vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group 

activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist cannot and 

do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to 

vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the 

Group.  Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own 

risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person 

or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road 

tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committees 

guidelines as follows: 

You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route 
 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
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North West 200 - 2011 
 

It’s May again and for me this means only one thing – my annual pilgrimage to 

Northern Ireland to watch the North West 200 road race.  
 

I first went to Northern Ireland to see the NW200 in 2007 and was immediately 

struck by two things; how beautiful Ireland is – both north and south and how 

incredibly friendly the people are, again both north and south. Where else can 

you stand in a crowd of strangers watching a race when they turn to you and 

insist that you move to the front so that you, the visitor, can get a better view? 

I’ve been going back there every year since. 
 

For those who do not know, Ireland – both North and South is renowned for 

motorcycle racing on closed public roads and the “North West” is the biggest 

of them all and is viewed as the “warm-up” for the TT and you will see all of 

the big stars there. It is run on a triangular course which starts at Port Stewart, 

follows the coast road to Portrush, goes inland to Coleraine and back up to Port 

Stewart again. I normally stay for 7 nights in a cottage literally a stone’s throw 

(I tried it!) from the sea on the Causeway coastline. This gives me ample time 

to travel around the entire area, see the evening and afternoon practice sessions 

held on Tuesday and Thursday, as well as the big races on the Saturday and 

still have time off for good behavior! 
 

In the time “off”, as well as just cruising around the North East corner of 

Northern Ireland, I usually work in a “special” trip. Last year I completed a 400 

mile round trip to visit Inniskillen – a place that I last visited on business way 

back in the late eighties. The year before I toured around the northern part of 

Southern Ireland which, incidentally, is further north than the northernmost 

part of Northern Ireland – only in Ireland…………? 
 

This year I decided that I would ride around many of the famous road-race 

circuits dotted around  the place such as Kells, Skerries, Clough, Bush, 

Dundrod (Ulster Grand Prix), Cookstown, Amoy, and Tandragee to name but a 

few. 
 

But I am getting ahead of myself. An 8am start means that I have plenty of 

time to call-off at the first part of my annual pilgrimage – the National 

Motorcycle Museum in Birmingham. By rights this place deserves a complete 

article all on its own.  
 

For those of you with a mechanical bent, the biggest thing that will notice is 

that there is indeed nothing new under the sun. Everything that we take for 
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granted now has been tried before on a British bike and whether because of 

lack of money, will power, foresight or all three, has ended up in the bin. You 

want a Boxer engine; “Would that be two or four cylinders sir”? Need an 

electric starter; “Step this way sir”? Not sure about drive train; “We can offer 

chain, belt or shaft, automatic or manual sir”? Trouble parking; “Have you 

tried our reverse gear sir”?  
 

This is evident when you look at 

the Triumph Trident in the 

entrance door. No, you are not 

seeing things; that Triumph Trident 

you have just passed did have four, 

yes four exhaust pipes! Those 

enterprising people at Triumph 

welded two thirds of two Trident 

three cylinder engines together to 

make a four cylinder 1000cc bike 

way back in the seventies.  
 

Where did it all go wrong…………..? 
 

This year I specifically wanted to take a very close look at the sidecar outfit 

previously raced by my childhood hero Chris Vincent. Without wishing to 

insult the likes of Bill Boddice or 

Owen Greenwood, etc, etc, Chris, with 

his virtually bog standard 500cc BSA 

A7/A50 powered unit was the only 

privateer in the fifties/sixties who 

could take on the likes of Camathias, 

Scheidegger and Deubel equipped as 

they were with their BMW O.H.C. 

Rennsport works engines with 

anything like a chance. Ah, the 

memories………………………!. 
 

Leaving Birmingham at 2.30pm, I took a short detour south of Birmingham via 

Halesowen, Hagley and Stourton to pick up the A458 to Shrewsbury and then 

the A5 and take a pleasant drive through Wales to my overnight stop at 

Anglesea. This must be some of the best scenery in Great Britain and normally 

you would have to be careful to not get in the way of the locals getting their 

“knees down” at every opportunity. However, this time the weather was so 
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bad, as well as not getting many photographs, I also did not see any other 

bikers. Was this an omen of 

what was to come?  
 

The boat trip takes a mere 

1hour 50mins and we’re in 

Ireland – now where’s 

Kells?  
 

It was now that I realized 

that my intention of visiting 

local road-race circuits was 

not going to be as easy as I 

had thought. I had already 

found great difficulty 

locating the circuits as 

trying to match a schematic of a race track with an actual road map was nigh-

on impossible. Now when I try to find them in the flesh and ride around them 

proved just as hard. Did people really treat this cart track as a road? 

Presumably the cow-pats are removed before the start? 
 

Leaving Kells (or Crossakiel to be precise) I head up the N52 to Ardee. What a 

road! It’s the nearest thing to riding the old Kursaal Flyer roller coaster at 

Southend fun fair. So far the weather was not too bad. A bit of shopping en 

route and it’s off to the cottage.  
 

Monday was not so nice with rain all day, but I still managed a 5 hour round 

trip taking in Larne, Magherafelt, Omagh and Londonderry. 
 

Tuesday was spent watching practice after the roads had been closed. Rain 

came and went all day. Alistair Seeley looked awesome! 

Wednesday was the “Big Trip” to take in as many of the race tracks as I could 

fit in. Again, trying to actually find the 

circuit – even though I had maps of the 

area, proved to be hard. Other than the 

main straight, Amoy circuit was so twisty 

I’m amazed that any speed could be 

achieved. Clough circuit has the 

start/finish line in the lay-by in front of the  

school where the school buses drop off.  

Tandragee circuit must have the narrowest 

lane as part of the track that I found in all 
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tracks visited.  Bush and 

Cookstown were just as 

hairy to ride round at a 

leisurely pace – sod doing 

it at speed. 

 

Dundrod circuit, where 

they hold the Ulster 

Grand Prix, is the fastest 

road race in the world – 

that’s official!  

 

At least parts of it seem wide enough to 

hold a race – not all though! I parked 

my BMW on the track and nearly filled 

the road. 
 

Thursday was second practice day and 

the weather is getting worse. More 

rain and much heavier, but at least the 

practice went ahead. 
 

Friday was sight-seeing day. A visit 

to the “North West” is not complete 

without a visit to the Joey Dunlop 

Memorial, the Robert Dunlop 

Memorial  and, of course, “Joey’s 

Bar”. Here you will find probably 

the most photographed motor cycle 

in the world hanging from the 

ceiling. 
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Well, here we are on Saturday – race day. It’s not looking good. The rain’s 

almost non-stop, but the first race does get away on time and it’s a corker 

between Alistair Seeley and Ryan Farquhar with Alistair just sneaking a win at 

the end. The race was already reduced from 5 laps to 4 as despite the rain, the 

organizers thought that rain tyres would shred over 5 laps. We then had a 

further delay because of more rain and then, Oh No!, a bomb scare where we 

had to evacuate the pits and grandstand area for another hour. We finally got 

the first of the Superbike races started, but only for half a lap as an engine 

blew-up and left a 1000 yard oil slick.   
 

The oil was cleaned up, but by this time, what with the deliberation as to 

whether it was safe to race and with the weather closing in again we were 

running out of time before the roads re-open. As we all suspected would 

happen an hour previously, the Clerk or the Course finally decided to abandon 

the race at 5pm. So for the first time since 1929, the North West 200 did not 

run (there was no race in 2001 because of Foot and Mouth, 

but this was known months before the race was to be held). 
 

Am I disappointed that an 1800 mile round trip yielded 

only 4 laps of racing – damn right!  
 

Will I be back next year – try stopping me?  
 

And I still have to ride around Skerries circuit on the way 

back to Dublin Port – if I can find it…………..?   

 

Bryan Duncan 
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Steve's 7 Point UK Geo Challenge 2011 
http://www.forceschildrenstrust.org/ 

 

In aid of The Forces Children's Trust, 

during the first two weeks of July, I'm 

going to ride my Triumph Tiger 800 to 

the 4 compass point extremities of the 

UK mainland; 

 

Lizard Point (South),  

Ardamurchan Point (West),  

Dunnet Head (North), 

Ness Point (East). 

 

A total of 2,200 miles if travelling direct.  I expect it to be nearer 3,000 miles 

taking some additional touring of the highlands into account. 
 

“What are the other 3 points?”, I hear you ask. 
 

I'm also going to walk to the summit of the highest peak in Wales, England and 

Scotland.   
 

Snowdon at 1,085 metres (3,560 feet),  

Scafell Pike at 978 metres (3,209 feet)  

Ben Nevis at 1,344 metres (4,409 feet). 
 

On top of this and to take full advantage of being outdoors (apart from a couple 

of nights staying with family & friends) I'm going to be camping out too. 
 

I urge you to follow the link to the trust and see the valuable work they do for 

the children whose father or mother has died (or been seriously injured) whilst 

serving as a member of the British Armed Forces. 
 

So please dig deep and sponsor me for such a worthy cause, not forgetting to 

select Gift Aid if you're a UK taxpayer. 
 

Here is the link to my Just Giving page, where you can donate securely: 
 

http://www.justgiving.com/SteveGocher 
 

Many thanks  Steve Gocher  ex RAF 
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July’s Breakfast Run 
POSH PIGS BECCLES 

Sunday 3rd July 2011 
  

Ride Coordinator  T.B.A.  
  

TESCO car park Stowmarket 8-45 FOR 9am START  
 

Turn right through housing area   
  

Turn right then Turn left at roundabout onto B1113  
  

Turn right at Finningham White Horse PH  
  

Turn left at T-junction onto A140  
  

1mile Turn right onto B1117 to Eye  
  

In Eye Turn right AT T-junction then immediately left staying  

on B1117  
  

Watch out for Left Turn sign posted Halesworth / Laxfield  
  

Continue B1117 to Halesworth  
  

In Halesworth Turn right at first roundabout 
 

Ahead at 2nd Turn right at 3rd on to B1116   
  

Pass under Railway Bridge and follow road for approx 1 mile  
  

Turn left on to B1124  
  

Turn left at T-junction onto A145 to Beccles  
  

When in Beccles follow signs for Ellough Heliport  
  

Posh Pigs  posted and on your left within  

Ellough Industrial Estate  
  

*(When in Beccles if you follow signs for Ellough 

Industrial Estate they will take you around the houses)* 
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June’s Chip run 
 

30
th
 JUNE 2011 

Rickinghall / Botesdale 

Chippie IP22 1BT 

 

Meet at Tesco Stowmarket at 6:15pm for a 6:45pm departure 

 

Ride Co-ordinator: T.B.A 

 

Leave Stowmarket on the B1113 

 

Old Newton / Finningham 

 

Cross the A143 into Rickinghall, 

 

Turn right at T junction 
Carry straight through vallage, chip shop is on the right at far end of village. 

 

 
 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ 
 

All adverts will be valid for one month, If the editor is not told the 

following month that the item is still for sale the advert will be removed. 

Send your classified items to the Editor, contact details on page 3 

Price for non-member classifieds is £5 
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Chairman’s Day Out. 
.Sunday 24th July 2011. 

 
 

 

You are warmly invited to join me on my dream day out. 

Firstly, riding to Blakeney for an 11.00am boat trip to see the 

seals and after lunch riding to Thursford in time for the 3pm 

Wurlitzer Show. 
 

It will be a full day setting off at 08.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact me a.s.a.p. if you would like to join me on 

01473 401362 or beverley_rudland@yahoo.co.uk 
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Suffolk Constabulary BikeSafe 
 

Suffolk Constabulary runs a series of BikeSafe workshops aimed at all riders 

who want to improve their skills and ability to become better and safer riders. 
 

BikeSafe is run in the spirit of a nationally run biking initiative where 

education is the key not enforcement, in a conflict free environment. 

 

The BikeSafe Workshops are held a Suffolk Police Headquarters, Martlesham 

Heath. They begin on a Friday evening and run through to Saturday afternoon, 

are suitable for all qualified riders regardless of biking experience. They 

include classroom sessions on road craft, with special attention given to 

positioning and cornering. An escorted ride out session on the road with a class 

1 Police motorcyclist will give you a personalised assessment of your riding 

performance. 

 

On your final afternoon there will be an informative classroom session hosted 

by a guest speaker offering first aid tips. 

You will also receive a bag of biking goodies, lunch and refreshments, all this 

for only £55 

 

For more information or to book a place: 

 

Email: bikesafe@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 

 

Telephone: Hayley Batterham or Kevin Stark on 01473 613750 

 

Workshop Dates for 2011 

 

July 15
th
 &16

th
  

August 19
th
 & 20

th
      September 23

rd
 & 24

th
 
   
  

 

Help is required to promote SAM at BikeSafe. 

 

If you would like to offer your help for about an hour on the Saturday of any of 

the above dates (lunch provided), then please contact either : 

 

Nigel Chittock (01473 737356) or Bill Dunham (01473 659449) 
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Sam Publicity Page  
June 2011 

 
 

With the season now well underway the team have been busy at the Orwell 

Promotion day and also the Bury Bike Show as well as our continuing 

commitments to the monthly BikeSafe sessions organised by our friends at 

Suffolk Police. Reports on these events will follow next month. 

 

The big news this month is that our new Committee member Paul Spalding has 

generously agreed to join our event organising panel. This is of great assistance 

and we are very grateful to Paul who “volunteered” at the last Committee 

meeting. His arrival enables us to spread the organisational role more widely at 

a time when our resources were becoming very stretched. ( in other words, 

Nigel was doing all the work!) Paul has already re-designed our Special Events 

Discount Voucher to excellent effect and we are bringing the new version into 

use for all future events this season. 

 

The big event for us in June is the Felixstowe Bike Show on Sunday 26
th
. SAM 

is involved in three separate capacities, with the publicity tent in the town 

centre in the heart of the show, and also through the charity ride-out and 

assisting with bike parking in the town. This really is an occasion when we will 

need all the support we can get, so please check your diary. We are looking for 

a maximum of two hours of your time, so If you can help us man the publicity 

stand on the day, please contact Nigel or Paul as soon as you can with your 

preferred time to attend.  

 

July will see us represented at the Ipswich Classic Bike Show on Sunday 10
th
. 

This is based at Stonham Barns and will be another full day event, so as 

always, please let us know if you can help. Also we will be at BikeSafe on 

Saturday 16
th
, so again, offers of help will be greatly appreciated 

We look forward to hearing from you 

 

Nigel Chittock  Paul Spalding   Bill Dunham 

01473-737356  07879-844618  07791-607142 
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Motorcycle Dexterity 2011 
& Control Days 

(a.k.a. Slow Riding Days) 
 

For every motorcycle spill that makes the local papers, there are many more 

which never get much publicity.  How many of you in your time riding have 

never struggled to keep your bike upright while manoeuvring in a parking area, 

or had to take a big dab with either foot while negotiating queues of commuter 

traffic?  Not many (if any).  Very often in these situations the rider grabs a 

handful of front brake, shortly followed by the resulting sound of expensive 

plastic and metal making contact with the ground. 
 

The SAM MD&C Days give you the opportunity to practice the art of riding a 

motorcycle slowly, and to learn the techniques that will help you do it. 
 

This year the venue will be the playground of Sidegate Primary School, 

Sidegate Lane, Ipswich. IP4 4JD  (Map in the Calendar on the SAM website). 
 

Please contact the Senior Observer to book your place for the date you are 

interested in attending. Before you attend one of SAM's Dexterity days, you 

must inform your Insurance Company that you intend to practise slow 

speed machine control in a school playground and ask them to confirm 

that you will have full cover for this activity. 
 

Dates of 2011  
 

Date      Time     Senior Observer 
 

Sunday June 19th    09:00    Richard Toll 

Saturday July 23rd   09:00    Mike Roberts 

Sunday Aug 14th    09:00    Rob Day 

Saturday Sept 17th   09:00    David Rudland 

Sunday Oct 16th    09:00    Chris Smith 

Saturday Nov 19th    09:00    Derek Barker 
 

Each session starts promptly at the stated time and lasts up to 4 hours 

depending on numbers attending. 

 

 

  

Please bring a drink and something to eat 

as we will have a break and there are no 

cafés nearby. 
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SAM Discount Scheme 
 

 Motorcycle Clothing Centre, Wymondham - 10% off full price 
stock. 

 

 Orwell Motorcycles, Ipswich. - Discounts always available, please ask + 

Discounted MoTs. 
 

 Dave Barkshire Motorcycles, Norwich, - 10% off parts & accessories 

etc. 
 

 Colchester Kawasaki - 10% off clothing and accessories. 
 

 T.K. Cope, Colchester - Up to 10% off clothing and accessories. 
 

 MaxMoto, Bury St Edmunds, - 10% off parts, clothing, 

accessories.(Not tyres). 5% off workshop jobs. Certain exceptions may 

apply! 
 

 Bowers Motorcycles, Bury St. Edmunds - 10% off full price stock, 
accessories, clothing etc. 

 

 Lind Motorrad BMW, Norwich - 10% off parts & accessories. 
 

 Washbrook Service Station - At least 10% off accessories in stock, 
(not tyres), + discounted Mots. 

 

 Davey Bros Motorcycles - Discounted Mots.  
 

 Ipswich Motorcycle Accessories - 10% off all stock. 
 

 Autofit Ipswich Ltd - Discounts available, ask for Adrian Fitch, 
 

 Lings, Ipswich - 10% off Helmets, 5% off clothing, 5% off parts. 
Items must be in stock, 

 

 Mototechniks, Stowupland - 10% off clothing, helmets, 
accessories, oils, (not tyres), 5% off workshop jobs. 

 

  Chris Self Motorcycles who is offering SAM members the 
following package:- MOT's £25, Non-OEM service items, oils, 
plugs, filters batteries etc  - 10% discount. Pairs of ZR rated tyres, 
fitted and balanced to bike  - 10% discount. ZR rated tyres fitted to 
"loose" wheels -15% discount 
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 Parkinson Motorcycles, Colchester, - 10% off accessories & 
clothing. 

 

 C. J. Ball of Norwich. 10% discount on labour for servicing, not 
during peak summer months. 

 

 RiderMount, Layham. - 5% discount on orders placed at 
www.RiderMount.com for all SAM members. Providers of GPS 
mounts etc  

 
Proof of identity will be required, e.g. IAM and SAM membership cards 
to be shown. If any other dealers would like to be included, please 

contact either   Nigel Chittock  or  Bill Dunham. 

 

www.csensedt.co.u

k 

 

Contact Glen 

Mures on 07748 

195179 
 

 

• At work driving assessments and 

training for car, van and LGV drivers 

• Consultancy service to assist 

organisations to develop their road risk 
management policy and  procedures 

• PassPlus - £75 discount, see website 

for details 

• Driver MOT – for older drivers and 

anyone with medical conditions that may 

affect their driving 

• Trailer towing – if you passed your car 

test after 1st January 1997, you may 

need to pass an additional towing test, 

see website for details 

• Eco-Driving – increase your mpg and 

reduce your motoring costs! 
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SAM has two online shops where you can purchase garments and gifts with the 

SAM logo on them. In both cases you can save on postage costs by getting 

together with other SAM members and combining your purchases. 
 

The first shop is with a company called Spreadshirt. All the items 

in this shop use one of three types of “printing”. With the flock or 

flex “printing” the logo is cut from a sheet of material and then applied to the 

item. Flock is similar to a fine felt, and flex is a plastic/nylon type material. For 

the digitally printed items the logo is printed on to a special transfer sheet and 

then applied to the item. 

 

The second shop is with a company called SewPersonal. All the 

items in this shop have the SAM logo embroidered on them in a 

choice of Green, Silver or Gold. NB. The initial prices you see displayed within 

the shop do NOT include the cost of the logo. This will be added once you 

select your colour option. 

 

You can visit either shop online via SAM’s website 
 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-shop.html 
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AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT     (Ipswich) Ltd 

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES    

OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG 

DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD 

WITH ADRIAN 

“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE” 

KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE… 

Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd 

8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE 

Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966 
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June’s Editorial 
 

Another month has whizzed by, and I haven’t been 
out as much as I’d off liked, only been out a couple 
of times, I had hoped to get to the BMF but things 
didn’t go according to plan… Rear tyre is get a bit 
thin so have ordered a new one, Unfortunately 

because Kawasaki have used a 16” rim on the back there are very few 
manufacturer who now make a pair that will fit the bike and I only 
have a choice of an Avon or an Avon. I have also ordered a taller screen 
as I am getting a lot of wind turbulence on my helmet, ( no rude jokes 
please ) 
 

Here in Suffolk we have a load of old WWII airbases, one is just over 
the hill from me at a small village called Horham, the US came over and 
build an airfield to house 5000 men, with a couple of squadrons of 
B52’s, they were also the first to bomb Berlin, In may they had an open 
day to the museum, and the Diss 1070 air cadets, which I help out with, 
where doing a flag of Honour, 

 
 
It was very nice to see all the 
jeeps lovingly restored, 
almost as if they had just 
driving out of 1944. 
 

 
I cycled the 8 miles to the show 
and this old girl came coughing 
and wheezing past me in a 
cloud of blue smoke 
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Thank you to the following who have contributed to this month’s 
magazine: 
 

 This month’s cover picture is of Steve Gocher with his 
certificate. Mike Roberts doing the editing and graphical work. 
 Bryan Duncan for his Caption competition picture. 
 Sam French Trip 2011 by John Read 
 3rd time Unlucky, by Nicky Clouter, who also suggested it 
might make interested reading for other members if they had 
any stories about losing their other half. 
 The source of the sound, By Rodger Welham 
 North West 200, By Bryan Duncan  
 Steve’s 7 points by Steve Gocher 
 Who do you think you are…… By the committee I have taken 
the questions out this month as we had a bumper crop of 
articles so please look at passed months magazine’s and send 
your answers to the editor. E’mail me if you would like the 
question sent to you in a word format 
 Chairman’s Day Out by Beverley Rudland 
 Publicity page By Bill Dunham 
 Nigel Chittock for the SAM discount scheme. 

 
 

Safe Riding     Felix... 
 

Editor for 
 

Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists and Kawasaki GT club magazines. 
 

If you’d like to help save the group on the printing and postage costs of 
your monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive 
an email notification instead, then please give me your email details on 
group night or send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on 
ride outs have written, and as you can see it doesn’t have to be a wordy 
passage, so feel free to scribble a few words down, few pictures and 
next month you will have another great magazine to read. 
 

Thank you from the readers of the Observers 
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Our Venue 
 

Group Nights start at 7:30 pm on the third Tuesday of every month at 

The Valley Restaurant, Fynn Valley Golf Club, Witnesham.  IP6 9JA 
 

All facilities, including bar and restaurant are available from 6pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Map courtesy of    www.openstreetmap.org 

Creative Commons Licence 
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Observer Associate Charter 
 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Charter is to make clear the definition of what is expected 

in Observer / Associate relationship. 
 

The Observers 

Have made the effort to train, not only for the IAM test but have taken part in 

extensive Observer training to become Observers for the group. They are a 

valuable asset to the group and give of their time freely, except for a small 

contribution from the associates for their expenses. Observers attend regular 

refresher training sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and 

Riding Dexterity days. 
 

The Associates 

 Are expected to have an equal commitment with the goal being the 

IAM test. 

 Are to be available for regular observed rides ideally every two 

weeks with at least 100 practice miles being covered in that period. 

Continuity cannot be maintained with regular gaps of three weeks or 

more or no miles between observed rides. 

 Must agree the dates of the next runs at the debriefing and must 

practice any improvement recommendations between the runs. 

 Will where possible attend a riding Dexterity Day to improve their 

slow speed manoeuvres and control. 

 Must make an effort to study the theory by reading ‘How to be a 

better rider’ and the Highway Code plus attend club Theory Nights when 

possible. 

 Cancellation of a planned run due to poor weather conditions will 

be at the discretion of the Observer. If after a period of one month, an 

Observer has not heard from the Associate it will be assumed that interest 

has been lost and the Associate will be placed back at the bottom of the 

waiting list. 

 When the Observer feels the associate is riding consistently at the 

test standard a Cross check will be arranged with a Senior Observer. 

 The Observer will give as much help and encouragement as 

possible but the onus is on the associate to endeavour. 
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Dates for your Dairy 
 

June 
 

Saturday 19
th
   M/C Dexterity & Control, 09:00~13:00  

 Sidegate Primary School, Ipswich 
 

Tuesday 21
st
  SAM Group Night Announcements at 19:30. 

Followed a Natter evening  
 

Thursday 23
rd
  Roadcraft Theory Evening Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Overtaking. 

Fynn Valley Golf Club  19:30 
 

Sunday 26
th
 
 

SAM's annual Charity Bike Run in aid of the 

St Elizabeth Hospice The run will set off at 

10am from Stonham Barns on the A1120 

following a route of 25-30 miles through the 

scenic Suffolk countryside, finishing at the 

Felixstowe Motorcycle Show. Chris Roberts 

will be organising bike parking here and needs 

volunteers – Contact him on 07715029381 
 

Sunday 26
th
  Felixstowe Bike Show, Help needed to man the 

stand see the publicity team, Call Nigel Chittock 

or Bill Dunham. Full day event. 
 

Saturday / Sunday National Road Rally  

25
th
~26

th
       www.nationalroadrally.co.uk  

 

Thursday 30
th
  Chip run. Rickinghall / Botesdale Chippie IP22 

1BT Tesco Stowmarket at 6:15pm for a 6:45pm 
 

July 
 

Sunday, 3
rd

 Breakfast Run, Destination: Posh Pigs, Beccles, 

NR34 7TD. 08:45 – 13:15. Tesco Car Park, 

Stowmarket 
 

Sunday 10
th
  Ipswich Classic Bike Show, Stonham Barns, 

Pettaugh Road, Stonham Aspal, IP14 6AT, Help 

needed to man the stand see the publicity team, 

Call Nigel Chittock or Bill Dunham 
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Sunday, 17
th
  Breakfast Extra-long Run, Destination: 

Lincolnshire, UK. Detail TBA 

Tuesday 19
th
  SAM Group Night Announcements at 19:30. 

Followed by Eric Debenham from Mono Trail 

Motorcycle Trailers talking about the trailers and 

their Bluetooth products 
 

Thursday 21
st
  Roadcraft Theory Evening Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Planning & 

Positioning. Fynn Valley Golf Club  19:30 
 

Saturday 23
rd
   M/C Dexterity & Control, 09:00~13:00  

 Sidegate Primary School, Ipswich 
 

Sunday 24
th
  Chairmans Day Out, Riding to Blakeney for an 

11.00am boat trip to see the seals and after lunch 

riding to Thursford in time for the 3pm Wurlitzer 

Show. It will be a full day setting off at 08.00am 

if you would like to join me on 01473 401362 or 

beverley_rudland@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Thursday 28
th
  Chip run. TBA 6:15pm for a 6:45pm 

 

August 
 

Saturday~Monday    FOLEMBRAY ROAD RIDERS, TRACK  

6
th
 to 8

th
      DAY 2011, e-mail clmitch68@googlemail.com. 

 

Sunday, 7
th
  Breakfast Run, Fourwentways Service Area, 

Little Abington, Near Cambridge, CB21 6AP , 

UK). 08:45 – 13:15. 
 

Sunday 14
th
   M/C Dexterity & Control, 09:00~13:00  

 Sidegate Primary School, Ipswich 
 

Tuesday 16
th
  SAM Group Night Announcements at 19:30. 

Followed the Summer BBQ 
 

Thursday 18
th
  Roadcraft Theory Evening Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Cornering. 

Fynn Valley Golf Club  19:30 
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