Chip ride out to Botesdale

Pictures by David Wood and Editor

This month’s cover picture was provided by Keith Gilbert
From the 50th Birthday trip to Spain.
Mike Roberts did the picture editing and graphical work.
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Felix Oliver
Bowman’s Barn,
Back Street, Gislingham.
Suffolk
IP23 8JH
Tel: 07712649860
editor@suffolk-advancedmotorcyclists.com
Disclaimer
The articles published herein do not
necessarily represent the views of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists or the
Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist
Group. They are the opinions of
individual contributors and are
published with a view that free
expression promotes discussion and
interests.
Next Issue
Closing date for copy – Friday after
club night. Send via e-mail or on a
USB memory stick (which will be
returned) or even hand-written, not a
problem. The Editor reserves the right
to edit, amend or omit as he feels fit.
All Official Correspondence to:

SAM is a registered
charity – No. 1067800

To see ‘The SAM Observer’ in its full
colour glory, visit the website
WEBSITE ADDRESS
http://www.suffolk-advancedmotorcyclists.com/
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Chairman’s Chat
Dear Reader,
Welcome to the June edition of our SAM magazine. I
hope you’re finding some time to get out on your
motorbike, don’t forget that during these summer months
we organise an evening chip run as well as the Sunday
breakfast runs, more details can be found further on in the
magazine and details of all SAM events are on our
Website. The Website is incredibly easy to navigate so
please have a browse. I’m looking forward to my
Chairman’s Day Out to Thursford, it should be a great day
so if you’d like to come along please drop me a line or give me a call so that I
can have an idea of numbers and more importantly, I can make sure I let you
know the route.
David and I are lucky in the sense that we live quite close to Fynn Valley. So
on group nights, even if the guest speaker has a long presentation, we get home
at a reasonable time. However, I’m very conscious that many of you travel a
fair distance to get to our monthly meetings and must sometimes get home very
late. For this reason I’d like to make a concerted effort to start my
announcements promptly at 7.30pm. There’s always such a brilliant
atmosphere in the room that I’m reluctant to interrupt but I feel in fairness to
those who make the effort to come from further afield I should get the evening
started promptly. The staff at Fynn Valley are happy for us to arrive any time
after 6pm, they still offer the very competitively priced ‘Meal Deal’ along with
a nice selection of other dishes and of course there’s always the option of
chatting once again after the guest speaker has finished.
I have several things to look forward to before next group night, David and I
are off to the Dordogne on the bikes for a couple of weeks, we are coming back
a day or two earlier than originally planned so that I can attend The Garden
Party, my Nephew gets married the following Saturday and then on the Sunday
I’m joining a few other SAM members on the London to Brighton cycle ride.
So if I look a little jaded on Tuesday 19th please bear with me.
Wishing you a safe and happy motorcycling month, I look forward to catching
up with you soon.
With best wishes,
The SAM Observer June 2012
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IAM Test Passes
This month three members have passed their Advanced test.
Congratulations to:
Felix Oliver
Keith Carrington
Nick Reynolds

his Observer was
his Observer was
his Observer was

Simon Philips
Chris Smith
Ruth Elmer

When you pass your advanced test please let
Derek Barker or Susan Smith know.

New Associate Members
A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members:
Ross McKinlay Nicola Hardy Michael Curtis
Chris Witham Mark Hardy Stephen Faulkner
If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and
he will put your name in the next issue

Dexterity slow riding
Steve Brinkley was the winner of May's slow speed race at the dexterity day.
One of the only times you win Losing.

Membership Fees for 2012
Full Member £20.00

Joint Full Members £23.00

Associate £139 - Skill for Life.
Includes the current issue of “How to be a Better Rider” and your IAM Test fee
for new members.
Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00
Any queries please email

Linda Barker at linda.barker@btinternet.com
Judy Chittock at judy.chittock@btinternet.com
The SAM Observer June 2012
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Satnav on my bike
At the end of my phone contract Mr 02 very kindly offers me an upgrade
which means a new phone, so this year I asked to have one with SatNav on it,
yes, and I had a choice of 2 or 3 different phone so I picked one, It duly arrived
with all its bits and pieces. Including the cradle and car power adapter
As you can see it has a lovely rubber sucker
which gloms on to the windscreen.
Great for the van and car, but what about the
GTR ?
I tried it on the windscreen of the GTR but as
that’s Perspex after about 10 minutes it fell off,
not so good when one is thundering along, last
thing you want is the phone bouncing down the
road.
So for a long trip, I made, and Blue Peter would
have been proud of me, a cardboard phone
holder which went in to the tank
bag, painted black so as to not
look like cardboard. This worked
very well but had one very big
draw back.
To look at the SatNav I had to
dip my head down so lost sight of
the road ahead. Ok when
stationary

So was invented Mark 2. Couple of bits of
ply wood and a bit of tile batten. But came
the problem. how to get the phone in or out
?
Aah, Kitchen cupboard spring hinge.
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As time has moved on I have changed the bike, Yes another GTR but younger
which had a different dash board, and changed the phone, which with a bit of
chiselling to the box takes the phone but had to rethink the fittings, so down to
Fox’s and in there £1 bucket they has a few old Garmin fittings that have been
redundant. One just happened to be the perfect thing for the job.

Felix.

A BMW for Andalucían
Roads
Having been invited to join Paul for
his 50th birthday trip, after dates
decided, flights booked and digs
sorted, it was down to what bike do
you want to ride? The choice was a
BMW – what else? The choice was
GS650, F800GS, GS1200 and
GS1200 Adventure, on a rising rental
The SAM Observer June 2012
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price scale. I must admit I thought the 650 was going to be the 650 single
cylinder that was reintroduced last year but no, it was in fact the 800cc twin
powered F650GS. So our party consisted of two 650s (Dave and me), two 800s
(Paul S and David W) and one 1200 (Paul N). Of the two 650s, Dave Arbon
nicked the best one, leaving me with one that had 99,000km on the clock and
only the tiny fly-screen – thanks Dave - I mean it. The bike was “Brilliant” for
the area we were in and the nature of the roads or tracks we would be riding.
Fuel consumption was not actually measured but filling up every morning I
usually needed less than anyone else, 16 Euros being the most I paid. With the
trip recorder set each day the bike achieved almost 65mpg. In fact on the
second day David informed us we had done over 300kms (180 miles) without
filling up.
During that ride, I couldn’t keep my ‘MCT’ hands
off the suspension and altered the pre-load on the
rear shock as I was getting a sore bum which I think
was more to do with the suspension than the seat.
Riding position was comfortable for long days
riding, although being a hire bike the rear brake and
gear lever needed repositioning so that I didn't have
to keep moving my feet. Same issue with clutch and
brake levers. Each day I got more enthusiastic about
my little GS and more confident with its ability to
turn easy on the mountain hairpins. You sometimes
seemed to be either on one side of the tyre or the
other for miles. Even on the really tight slow
hairpins you could leave the clutch alone in 1st gear,
maybe drag a bit of rear brake and keep the engine pulling.
Only one front disc! When was the last time you rode a bike with just one disc
up front? After 2 days I didn't even think about it.
Apart from the left-hand side footrest coming lose and a slight hesitancy
between 6,000-7,000 rpm the bike was a real pleasure to ride and on returning
it to Mark with over 100,000km it did not require any engine oil.
So I think I had the best bike for the job. And the reason I chose the 650 was
not because it was the least expensive but had I dropped it, it would be easier to
pick up.

Keith Gilbert
The SAM Observer June 2012
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Copdock Bike run
From Marshal point 13
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Pictures
by Felix

2012

The SAM Observer June 2012

www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com

Page 11

The SAM Observer June 2012

www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com

Page 12

Five Go to Andalucía
Sun, Wind, Fine Roads and No Traffic
Part 1
The Plan
Over a drink at the club, there was discussion of going on a BMW off-road
skills course in Wales. But why go to cold, wet muddy Wales for a weekend
when you could travel to Spain, enjoy fine weather, experience new roads,
drink cheap (good) wine and all for a similar amount of money, especially as
Keith knew a man with Honda Transalps for hire at a good rate. Unfortunately,
the Hondas were back in the UK but the idea had taken hold. A quick search
found BMW Motohire (www.bmwmotohire.com) with bikes and
accommodation in the small hill–top village of Teba, about 64km from Malaga
in Andalucía.
So it was that Keith Gilbert, Dave Arbon, Paul Siddaway, Paul Newman and
me agreed a plan to travel to Spain in late March before the heat and tourists of
summer. This would also be a good way to celebrate Paul Newman’s birthday
when he reached an important milestone of maturity and experience ie 50
years. Although an early conspirator, Ray Spreadbury decided that only three
day’s riding was not worth the high costs involved arising from having to hire
the bikes.
The challenge now was how to get five sets of motorcycle clothing and five
helmets to Spain in the minimum amount charged hold luggage and still have
room for the proverbial spare pair of socks and underpants! Two large cases
were borrowed, checked for size and weight over a planning breakfast and we
were all set. Early flight out on a Monday, ride for four days before a late flight
home on the next Thursday – sorted! The local organiser, Mark Comer, gave us
a few worries with an email only two days before we were scheduled to arrive,
asking for confirmation of what bikes we had booked and when would we
arrive. However, his promise of free beer soothed our concerns.
Spain Here We Come
Departed Ipswich at 3.30am in time for 6am Easy Jet plane from Stansted.
Trouble free check-in, with luggage 1Kg below weight limit, through security
and usual groping before quickly grabbing a sandwich for the flight and away
we go. At Malaga, we went to the agreed rendezvous but no sign of pick-up! A
The SAM Observer June 2012
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quick phone call obtained directions for walk to near-by car park where Mark
Comer and minibus were waiting to take us to Teba.

As in the pictures, our villa was perched on the top of a cliff on the edge of the
village with fantastic views over the surrounding plains extensively planted
with olive groves. Keith and Paul S settled into one room which had full
kitchen facilities but nothing to cook. In contrast, Paul N and I settled in to
second room with the ‘Quartermaster’ (Dave) complete with his tuck bag of
food brought over from Ipswich – that would keep us going until proper lunch!
Once formal paperwork signed, payments made, we were changed and ready to
rock and roll.
Monday – “Where are we?” 178km
After discussing with Mark the various roads and sights and options for the
day, we were away. As we wobbled down the narrow access road heading for
the winding route down into the valley, I suspect Mark went inside to check the
insurance was up-to-date and that our credit cards were validated – some more
than others.
The SAM Observer June 2012
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It was now that we found out how strong the wind was. This would be a feature
throughout our stay, requiring lots of lean and anticipation of gusts, especially
on the more exposed roads.
Today’s plan was to meander down minor roads to Ronda where we would
admire the views and grab lunch. First impressions filled me with anticipation
that a good holiday was in store. Good roads, very little traffic and wonderful
scenery to enjoy. As we all got used to our bikes, we slipped into a comfortable
routine of good progress, confidence in the bikes and at ease in each others
company.
Even in this early part of the season, Ronda was very busy with locals and
tourists and it took a while to reach the town centre and then find somewhere to

park. Although we passed the bull-fighting museum, there was no opportunity
to stop and visit it; after all, we were here to ride, not visit attractions. After a
good lunch and stroll around to see the sights, we were away, heading northwest parallel with the Guadalete river, climbing up the mountain roads and
stopping at ‘Miradors’ to admire the views. Our routes were chosen to
maximise time on mountain passes with lots of ‘viewpoints’ guaranteeing
interesting riding.

The SAM Observer June 2012

www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com

Page 15

Past one of the many reservoirs, which are a feature of this area, we turned east
and headed back to Teba. As we emerged out of the shelter of the mountains,
we rode into blasts from the strong, cold, easterly winds reminding us that it
was still only March. An excellent start, 178km covered and much to look
forward to.
A quick shower, a few beers and into the village to try to find the café Mark
had recommended to us. Excellent local food, beer and wine provided an
excellent conclusion to the day before returning to our holiday home for a welldeserved sleep after 48 hours on the go.
Tuesday – “Lakes and Mountains” 322km
Next morning dawned bright and sunny with breakfast on the veranda
overlooking the countryside.
Our insurance did not allow riding off-road or on unmarked roads, however,

Mark’s local knowledge showed us cross-country routes that were tarmaced
and acceptable despite not being shown on the maps.
Today’s ride would take us past three reservoirs, over a dam and through quiet
Countryside on a route that was drawn on the map with highlighter! We were
heading for Alhama, one of the ‘White Villages of Andalucía’.
Continued page 20
The SAM Observer June 2012

www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com

Page 16

Social Rides
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the
vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group
activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot
and do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage
to vehicle occurring
ing in the course of any rally or other event organised by the
Group. Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own
risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person
or damage to vehicle and must be riding
riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road
tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable).
Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s
guidelines as follows:
You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map
ma / the route
If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine.
Be responsible for your own safety
Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time.
Have a FULL tank of fuel
No more than 5 in a group.
The SAM Observer June 2012
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June Chip Run
Thursday 28th June
The Quay Fish & Chips
Brightlingsea
Ride Co-ordinator, T.B.A.
Tesco’s Copdock (Lorry Park), Ipswich, meet 18.15 for an 18.30 start
A14 towards Felixstowe
Junction 56, Exit to A137 Brantham / Manningtree
9.5miles at roundabout, straight over A137 Manningtree, Cross
railway line
At roundabout 3rd exit A137 uphill to mini roundabout.
Turn right A137 Ardleigh.
3 miles Turn left at cross roads into Station Road B1029 to Gt
Bromley.
4 miles at crossroads straight over to Frating
At traffic lights straight over Thorrington/ Brightlingsea
Over railway line
Mini roundabout Turn Right
Mini roundabout Turn left. Keep on B1029 to quay.
Chip shop on right.

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute
changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route
cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination,
so you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day.
The SAM Observer June 2012
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July’s Breakfast Run
SUNDAY 1ST JULY
Comfort Cafe, Fourwentways Service Area,
Cambs, CB21 6AP.
01123 837891
1st Ride Coordinator:
2nd Ride Coordinator:

Vincent Evans
Chris Smith

01473 890496
01206 251946

Meet at Beacon Hill Service Station
08:45for 09:00 start and for the late risers 09:45 for 10.00 start
At A14/A140 Roundabout take 3rd exit signed Needham Market (& Bury St
Edmunds). At T Junction in Needham Market Left Turn onto B1113 (High
Street) & after 200 yards Right Turn onto B1078 signed Bildeston
At Bildeston T Junction, Left Turn onto B1115 (High Street) then after 200
yards Right Turn onto B1115 Bildeston Road signed Sudbury. Pass through
Chelsworth and into Monks Eleigh
At T Junction, Right Turn onto A1141 drive 0.8 miles (just after leaving the
village) Left Turn onto B1115 signed Sudbury
After some miles at T Junction, Left Turn & pass through Waldringfield
At Mini Roundabout, Right Turn onto B1115 signed Sudbury
At 1st Roundabout, go straight over
At 2nd Roundabout, Right Turn onto A134 (Sudbury Ring Rd)
Follow A134 through several Roundabout’s, then at Roundabout 2nd exit to
B1064 signed Long Melford. Left Turn on B1064 signed Foxearth. Pass
through Foxearth
At T Junction, Left Turn onto A1092 pass through Cavendish, Clare & Stoke
by Clare, Right Turn onto A1017 signed Sturmer & Haverhill
At Roundabout Left Turn & follow signs through several Roundabout’s to
A1307 signed Cambridge
Proceed on A1307 through Linton & just after Abington
Left Turn into Fourwentways Petrol & Service Area, Left Turn at
Roundabout & follow road to Comfort Café on the Left
The SAM Observer June 2012
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CONTINUED
High twisting roads promised more enjoyable if demanding riding. On the
mountain high roads, there was Armco barriers protecting you from falling
down the mountains. On lower but still twisting roads, some bends were like
‘infinity’ swimming pools, with tarmac edges that just stopped at the top
invisible if gentle slopes, making my path through the corners closer to the
centre line than normal. Around one of these bends, we came across police and
recovery people picking up the mess of a crash between a car and van.
Although there was little traffic, the locals who knew the roads didn’t hang
about and when encountered, had to be treated with respect.
The other hazard was the number a stray dogs wandering about the roads every
time we came to a village. The inevitable happened on a quiet road past a few
houses: a dog emerged from the undergrowth right in front of Paul S giving
him no chance to swerve. A glancing blow saw it tossed in the air before it lay
motionless in the middle of the road. Following Paul, I witnessed the event and

pulled over wondering what to do. My first act was to shield it from being run
over by a local car that sped past the scene. To my surprise, after a minute or
so, the dog came to, gave some unpleasant fits and jerks before getting up and
limping off into the undergrowth. Nothing more to do but press on and catch
up with the others.
The SAM Observer June 2012
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That evening we ate at the villa - homemade lamb tagine washed down with
plenty of wine while we exchanged stories about our day’s ride.
Wednesday – “Mountains, Sand and Sea 274km - Paul N, Dave A David
W 274km
Today three of us were going to travel the “road to ride before you die” route
between Ronda and San Pedro. This road clung to the side of mountains before
dropping down to the sea. A broad smooth surface made for good progress but
with one bend after another, you had to concentrate. It also made the
occasional overtake a careful exercise; not that this stopped Dave going past a
coach just before a blind bend while Paul and I watched in awe! As the road
twisted and turned around the mountains, we would emerge from their shelter
to receive the full force of the wind when significant lean was necessary to go
in a straight line.
Past San
Pedro and
several golf
courses, we
encountered
the most
traffic of the
whole
holiday. The
plan now
was to find a
minor road
from the
coast over
the top of the
mountains
and home
via Ronda. The problem was a total lack of signposts and directions! In
desperation we turned on Paul’s sat-nav. This successfully directed us through
the urban sprawl and an industrial estate onto the desired road. The objective
now was to found a suitable roadside café for lunch. We eventually found one
after another hour by which time we were ravenous. The café must be good we
thought because it had a bike parked on the veranda. With pitiful Spanish on
our side and no English on the proprietor’s, drinks and meals were ordered. We
were confused when just one plate with grilled pork and chips arrived but we
The SAM Observer June 2012
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got stuck in. Five minutes later a second dish arrived, with grilled lamb and
more chips which was a pleasant surprise. Another 5 minutes and a third dish
with meat balls and chips was served up. So that was what “tres” meant. Even
the Quartermaster was full.
We continued with the road to ourselves, up and down the hills, through small
villages past views of the dry countryside. While the road surface was mostly
good, we would hit stretches where the maintenance budget had run out
leading to a loose surface with pot-holes and subsidence. Then after a few
kilometres, wonderful new tarmac would return. Even here, some of the
surface had subsided into wide long dips or troughs. Rather than repair it, the
Spaniards erected unique warning signs displaying a broad shallow ‘U’. With
no traffic, it was easy enough to avoid the holes.
Next month part 2.

David Wood

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES

AUTOFIT(Ipswich) Ltd
OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG
DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD
WITH ADRIAN
“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE”
KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE…
Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd
8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE
Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966
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Visit to Hood Jeans,
Attleborough
Saturday, 28th April
8.00 am, get bike out of shed.
Raining. Arrive
Tesco’s
car
Stowmarket 8.30 am.
Raining. Is anyone going to turn up?

park,

Martin Andrew appears through the rain, followed by 6 more prepared to
splash around.
2 groups led by Martin and myself were soon on our way to our planned
breakfast stop at Brandon Forestry Centre. Rain easing, but half hour to wait as
café does not open until 10.00 am.
Quick decision - let's ride on and find another café If all else fails Bryan
Duncan knows café in Attleborough.
Just over Mundford roundabout on A1065 "Brown's Restaurant". Looks open.
Good enough for wet motorcyclists. Brown's was a cut above your average
breakfast café and very good. At least the smoked salmon and scrambled eggs
were.
But like all motorcyclists the banter started when someone said "I thought we
were going to Hood Jeans".
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We arrived 11.30 am to meet up with Nigel and Judy and then followed by Ray
in his CAR.
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Owners of Hood Jeans, Chris and Julie had opened their factory for us and
were surprised to see 12 motorcyclists turn out on such an awful day. Julie
made us welcome with tea, coffee and biscuits, while Chris nervously
introduced us to their world of jean manufacturing. Chris's background was
from Lee Jeans, a company started by his father. He then went to learn fabric
design and met Julie. They originally designed and made patterns for
independent jean manufactures before turning to sportswear and finally Kevlar
motorcycle jeans. Chris soon had everybody's attention as he explained
materials, design, testing and research. Julie showed us how the jeans were
actually made, being sewn on different machines for different parts of the
garments (they also make jackets).
I personally went as a sceptic about the safety of Kevlar jeans as I had only
ever looked at DRAGGIN jeans (the market leader), but after the visit I could
be seen in a pair of Hood Jeans.
It was not long before jeans
were being tried on and even
purchased, depending on how
big your bum looked.
A thank you does not really
repay Julie and Chris for their
hospitality and insight into
their manufacturing of Hood
Jeans.
Do visit their website.
http://www.hoodjeans.co.uk
You can only buy mail order
from Hood Jeans or from
Motorcycle Clothing Centre,
Wymondham.

Keith Gilbert
PS: Yes, wet ride home.
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Publicity Page
As we gear up for a few months of shows to attend to, I hope the weather sorts
its self out and the sun decides to shine. On June 16th SAM will have it’s usual
presence at the BikeSafe course at Martlesham Police Headquarters. These
events are always a good way to spread the word about advanced riding as the
participants on the course are already aware of what skills are required to
improve their riding. We have recently aquired two new associates from earlier
BikeSafe courses.

We reported, last month, on our attendance at the
Kesgrave FUMCC bike show held in the carpark of the
Kesgrave Bell Inn, Ipswich. Two more associates have joined
SAM as a result of spreading the word at this show, many thanks to
Andre and the rest of the team for their help.
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The Copdock Run was a well attended event, with a few riders showing interst
in SAM. Also on Sunday 20th May we were at a police awareness event held at
Stradishall.
At the time of writing we will have attended the Fram Gala. This will be the
first time we will have our new display boards on show, these were printed at
Clearscore by John Sillett and his team. Please see an artists impression of the
new display boards. Also at the Fram Gala we will hope to have our new
promotional DVD’s so keep a look out for them.
By the time you read this article we will also be approaching the Felixstowe
Bike Show which is on 24th June, there will be a charity ride before this event
so keep a look out for these details, the day is always a good one.

Nigel Chittock
01473 737356

Paul Spalding
07879 844618

Steve Cook
07711 650183

prs@prspartnership.co.uk

june’s Editorial 2012
5th of May I had to take back a can of
paint to Fox’s so I left home and went
to Ipswich via Debenham, Ashbocking
and in to town, changed my can and got
second can which stowed nicely on the
GTR. Instead of taking the A12 up to
Halesworth I went back up to
Ashbocking,
Needham
Market,
Framlingham and Halesworth arriving a
good hour before my appointment at the
Co-op supermarket at 15:00, well better early than late.
My examiner arrived at 15:00 and we sorted out the paperwork and off we set,
I don’t know the roads round Halesworth very well, at one point we went into
Lowestoft and past Heveningham Hall, then back to Halesworth about 50miles
in total. Past the Co-op, at this point he over took and led me in to the Police
station… Crumps had it been that bad… perhaps having 10 litres of paint on
the bike wasn’t a good idea. But I needed them for Monday morning.
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We parked up and after putting the Helmets away said “ I’m very sorry to have
to tell you ” Oh here we go…. “ You have passed ” Hurrah, after 3 years.. must
be the club’s worst associate. Thank you to my Observer Simon for his
patience. Richard Toll for my crosscheck.
Sunday the 13th I helped out at the Copdock Charity ride, standing at marshal
point 13 It was nice to see so many bikes out, from an early BSA, and
everything in-between. See pictures on page 10.
Well we had some rain in the last month and the route I normally take to go to
work was flooded out with 2ft of water so had to go round as I had visions of
the van floating and getting washed down steam.
On the 6th October Bob McGeady has arranged another off-road day, See last
months magazine, places are limited so if your thinking of booking please do
so soon otherwise you’ll miss out. A fantastic
opportunely to try off roading and controlling a
bike when it’s sliding sideways, which as I have
done once or twice…

Thank you

to all the members who have
contributed to this month’s magazine, I hope
you have enjoyed the new look. Don’t forget to
send in your articles.

Felix...

Safe Riding
Editor for

Suffolk
Advanced
Motorcyclists
Kawasaki GT club magazines.

and

Closing date for copy
Friday after club night
If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your
monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email
notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or
send me an email.
I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride
outs have written, and as you can see it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so
feel free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will
have another great magazine to read.
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Advertise here

Advertise on the
SAM website for an
additional £25.

£25 for
1
/8 page

Contact:
John Sillett 01473 219488
john.sillett@clearscore.co.uk
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MEMBER INFORMATION
A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our
website. Below are some key links members will find useful.
CONTACTS
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs
so you can recognise everyone.
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs
CALENDAR
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your
smartphone.
Contact: Mike Roberts
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal
OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM
motorcycle test.
Contact: Derek Barker
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart
CARING SAM
Our customer service & complaints procedures.
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care

Contact: Karl Hale

MOTORCYCLE DEXTERITY & CONTROL
Dates and details of our slow riding events.
Contact: Derek Barker
Sponsored by Southwold Pier 01502 722105 www.southwoldpier.co.uk
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/dext
DISCOUNT SCHEME
Save your membership fee, and more, by using these retailers who give a
discount to SAM members.
Contact: Nigel Chittock
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc
ADVERTS
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our
online adverts section.
Contact: Mike Roberts
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads
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SHOPS
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two
online shops.
Contact: Mike Roberts
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop
FORUM
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related.
Have a read, and then register to join in.
Contact: Mike Roberts
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum

SAM Events for your Diary
June 2012
Sunday 17th

M/C Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary
School, Ipswich. 09:00 – 13:00

Tuesday 19th

SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30
followed by John Challis talking about his 'Enduro
Africa 2011- the Ride for Life' trip.

Thursday 21st

Theory Evening. Come along and learn more
about Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Brakes, Gears and
Acceleration

Sunday 24th

St Elizabeth Hospice Motorcycle ride. Starting
at Stonham Barns before heading cross country to
Tunstall, Woodbridge and then onward to
Felixstowe

Thursday 28th

Chip Run. The Quay Fish & Chips Brightlingsea
Meet at Tesco Copdock (Lorry Park), Ipswich
Meet time is 18:15.
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July 2012
Sunday 1st

Breakfast Run. Comfort Cafe, Fourwentways
Service Area, Cambs CB21 6AP Meet at Beacon
Hill Service Station for a 08:45 am or 09:45 start

Sunday 8th

Chairman’s rideout is for all members, both full
and associate. Meet at Tesco Stowmarket Meet at
09:30. The destination is the Thursford Collection
(www.thursford.com)
of
steam
engines,
mechanical organs, fairground equipment and
Wurlitzer.

Fri 13th ~ Sat 14th

BikeSafe Course Volunteers are required from
SAM members to attend on the Saturday
afternoon. please contact Nigel Chittock

Saturday 14th

M/C Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary
School, Ipswich. 09:00 – 13:00

Tuesday 17th

SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30
followed by a guest speaker

Thursday 19th

Theory Evening. Come along and learn more
about Roadcraft. 19:30. Overtaking

Thursday 26th

Chip Run. Rumbles fish bar, Barrow IP29 5AF
Meet at Tesco Stowmarket Meet time is 18:15.

August 2012
Sunday 5th

Breakfast Run. Destination to be confirmed

Sunday 19th

M/C Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary
School, Ipswich. 09:00 – 13:00

Tuesday 21st

SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30
followed by a guest speaker
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Thursday 23th

Theory Evening. Come along and learn more
about Roadcraft. 19:30. Observation, Planning and
Positioning

Thursday 30th

Chip Run. TBA

October 2012
Saturday 6th

MX (BULLSHIT AND GEARS) Email me to
book a place bobmcgeady@btinternet.com
Go to http://www.mxtryout.co.uk and complete the
adult booking form. Send the completed form to
me at 13 Waterloo Avenue Leiston Suffolk IP16
4HE together with a cheque for £50 payable to G
MAYES as a deposit. The balance is payable on
the day

Other Events that you might
want to put in your Diary
July 2012
Friday 6th ~ Sunday 8th

BMF Kelso BikeFest, Boarders Union
Showground, Kelso. www.thebmfshow.co.uk

Monday 23rd

The local ROSPA group have invited us to
join them on a visit to "Made In Italy",
Stowmarket. http://www.suffolk-advancedmotorcyclists.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=1
6&t=1056

September 2012
Friday 14th ~ Sunday16th

The BMF Tailend show, East of England
show
ground,
Peterborough.
www.thebmfshow.co.uk

SBK World Super Bike Calendar 2012
August Sunday 5th
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Few pictures from the May
Breakfast ride out.
Stowmarket
Car
park,
followed by the car park at
King Lynn.
Lattice House with its 15c
crown posts, the frame was
made of elm but had been
repaired in places in oak.
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