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The cover photo was taken by Mike Roberts during my test of the  

Suzuki GSX-S1000GT. 
 

Please send in Pictures for our 2022 magazines 

 

 

 

 

 

Sonnie Westley receiving the The 

Maddock Trophy with Richard 
Ockelton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Franklin  receiving The 

Rob Day Trophy with Robert 

Day 
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your Committee 

No Calls After 21:00 Please 

Officers 
Chairman    Richard Ockelton   07872 925532 

Vice Chairman   Glyn Hill    07986 319163 

Secretary    Eric Aldridge   07984 022646 

Treasurer    Bryan Duncan   07879 654122 
 

Committee Members 
Chief Observer    Paul Ballard   07850 715063 

Membership Secretary   Dave Franklin  07801 688639 

Caring SAM    Brian Ellis   07740 564097 

Charity Co-ordinator   Brian Ellis   07740 564097 

Publicity Co-ordinator   Dean Harris   07956 339112 

Committee member   Trevor Read   07525 724002 

Associate Co-ordinator   Geoff Scott   07983 939998 

Continuous Training Coordinator Geoff Scott   07983 939998 

Events     Richard Ockelton  07872 925532 

Webmaster     Les Smith    07792 273334 

Communications    Les Smith    07792 273334 

Magazine Editor    Felix Oliver   07712 649860 
 

Committee Support Members 
Buddy Co-ordinator   Vicky Smith    01255 830352 

 

National Observers 
Mike Roberts 01473 718915  Richard Ockelton   07872 925532 

Kevin Brendish 07854 494041  Matthew Barker  07931 700725 

Geoff Scott  07983 939998 André Castle  07730 526674 

Paul Newman 01473 620450 Derek Barker  01473 327555 

Paul Ballard  07850 715063   Tony Chyc   01206 231782 
 

Local Observers 
Ian Leedham 07747 792992 John Rudland  07740 874300 

Dean Harris  07956 339112 Rob Baker     07710 537844 

Phil Sayer   07990 565451 Glyn Hill   07986 319163 

Terry Fellowes  07870 764187 Graham Parker  07905 468995 

Ian Bishop  07775 920661 Nick Braley   07990 734581 

Steve Bingham 07971 075424 Andrew Robotham  07816 128591 

Dave Franklin  07801 688639 Karl Grimwade   07885 717771 
 

I.A.M. Examiner 

Ian Maxwell    0 7974 941545        Neale McConnell            07899 714136                                                                                                                                                                    
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next Issue 
Closing date for copy – Monday after club night.  Send via e-mail or on a USB 

memory stick (which will be returned) The Editor reserves the right to edit, 

amend or omit as he feels fit. 

 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 

All Official Correspondence to:  
 

 
 

The Secretary, Eric Aldridge. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

A very warm welcome to the March 2022 edition of the SAM Observer, my first 

as Chair following last month’s AGM. Firstly, I would like to thank Martin for 

his time in office under extremely challenge times. I would like to reiterate, on 

behalf of the whole group, my thanks and appreciation to Martin, for all of the 

hard work and effort he has put into the smooth running of the group over the 

past two years. 
 

For anyone who was unable to attend the Meeting. Glyn Hill, was elected as Vice 

Chairman, Eric Aldridge was re-elected as secretary, and Treasurer Bryan 

Duncan was re-elected, in addition Dean Harris elected onto the Publicity Team. 

The rest of the committee remains the same, so a big thank you to all of you. 
 

The Gosden Trophy going to the associate who has shown sparkle and 

enthusiasm was awarded to Mike Forsdyke.  Good effort and well done. 
 

The Maddock Trophy, going to the member who has made an outstanding 

contribution to the running of the group was awarded to Sonnie and Jean Westley 
 

The Rob Day Trophy, going to the outstanding Observer. who qualified during 

the most recent observer training programme, was awarded to Dave Franklin. 
 

The Dave Arbon Ride Leader of the year award is awarded by secret ballot of the 

ride Leader team, and this year was awarded to Trevor Read, who has 

contributed so much over the year, well done. 
 

The Chairman’s Trophy was presented at the discretion of the past Chair and 

current Chair. In recognition of the outstanding contribution to the running of the 

group, this was awarded to Nigel Chittock, well done. 
 

A life membership has been awarded to Felix Oliver. For his service rendered as 

Editor and may it long continue. It would be remiss of me therefore as Felix 

would say, I need more articles for the magazine. These are always welcome, so 

if you have been out and about for tea and cake or a journey, please consider 

putting pen to paper or email to our editor. 
 

Congratulations to all the winners of the above awards. All very well deserved.  
 

I know that recent times have been quite challenging for everyone. As a 

committee we are here to work for the membership as a whole. We have 

managed to continue with rides-outs with some changes to the way we normally 

carry these out.  With a mixture of short, medium, and long runs these have been 

quite successful. We also introduced a booking system which on whole is 
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working well, this allows us to ensure that we have sufficient ride leaders for the 

runs. We have faced issues with the venue changing the way in which they 

operate which is only to be expected. 
 

The observer team have been operating when they have had the opportunity to be 

allowed out in a safe manner to assist associates and this has been quite 

successful. 
 

A mention to Derek Barker, who set up and ran the theory evenings on skype 

during the crisis well done and thank you. The Theory evenings are now running 

as normal, on the fourth Wednesday of each month. We have introduced the 

same booking system for these evenings as used for the ride outs and this appears 

to be working well. Please note these theory evenings are not just for associates 

but also full members. 
 

We have been working on a refresh and update of the website in the background 

and this will be launched shortly Les and Mike are in the process of testing the 

site. 
 

We hope in the next few months to have the promotions team running as before 

with thanks to all of those involved. This is an important element of the club 

being successful for now and the future. 
 

To the membership, we as committee work for you and strive to deliver what 

your needs are for the club. So, in the next few months we shall be undertaking a 

survey to ensure that we as a group are delivering for all. The club can only 

succeed with the cooperation of its membership. So now that the crisis appears to 

be coming to an end. We need to be more proactive with what we as club want to 

achieve. The membership has roughly stayed the same size during the crisis. We 

have had a good number of members participate in ride-outs and events. 

However, this is only a small percentage of the membership.  
 

So, my question is what do we need to do to encourage those of you that do not 

attend our events for various reasons. What can we do to encourage you to 

attend, group nights, ride outs, and events etc.? 
 

Cheers  

 

Richard  
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New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Mark Benbow   Jayne Ackland-Snow   Gavin Marshall 

Nigel Griffiths   Katie Griffiths   Tim Crookall 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 

 

 

 

Wasn't expecting that 
 

Well, wasn't expecting that.!!!! 

 

The one night Jean decides to stay at home, to hear our names called out as joint 

recipients of the Maddock Trophy came as a complete surprise to say the least. 

What have we done to deserve such an honour, I really don't know but was proud 

to accept the award on behalf of Jean and myself.  

 

Having been a member since SAM was formed and Jean an honorary member for 

several years now we have been pleased, proud and have enjoyed in our small 

way helping the club grow into the success story that it is now and of course 

helping to promote the IAM.  

 

Hopefully we can continue to do so for some time to come. So a heartfelt thank 

you to SAM from myself and Jean for the award and wish it every success for the 

future. 

 

Sonnie and Jean Westley. 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the 4
th

 Wednesday evening every month, SAM holds 

its monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of important 

rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively banter all 

aimed at improving your ride based on the information in the 

Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 

 

Next theory night meeting will be March 23
th

 2022 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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The 2022 Great SAM 

Challenge 
 

I’m pleased to be able to announce the launch of the 2022 SAM Challenge. 
 

This year I would like you to find 20 locations spread across East Anglia that all 

have the word “Great” in their name. There are 5 in each of the following 

counties; Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex and Cambridgeshire. 
 

Firstly, please email me and I will send you the place names in the form of an 

anagram along with a clue as where to find them. Then simply provide me with 

photographic evidence of your visit with a picture of you and/or your bike 

alongside anything in the town or village with the name of the location on e.g 

village sign, notice board, church sign, road sign, war memorial etc. 
 

If you successfully visit all 20 places your name will be entered into a draw to 

stand a chance to win; 
 

 1
st
  Prize of £200 

 2
nd

  Prize of £100 

 3
rd

  Prize of £50 
 

The winners will have the value of their prize redeemed against a purchase, i.e 

clothing, servicing, parts or repairs, from any of the companies that currently 

advertise in the SAM Observer magazine plus Reiten Motorrad and Hideout 

leather. 
 

The Challenge is free to enter and is open to all fully paid up members of Suffolk 

Advanced Motorcyclists, whether full, associate or joint. 
 

Closing date for entries is August 31
st
 2022. 

 

Everyone who completes the Challenge will also receive a special 

commemorative prize as a reward for your efforts. 
 

So if you fancy riding your way around East Anglia in pursuit of some well 

known and not so well known towns and villages please email me at 

nigel.chittock@btinternet.com and I will register you for the Challenge and send 

you the clues along with some terms and conditions. 
 

 

Nigel Chittock 
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The Republican’s run 
(part II). 

 

I am truly indebted to our erudite group Treasurer, Bryan Duncan, for reminding 

me that when we had our last great royal event (the marriage of Prince William 

and the commoner, Katherine Middleton) I ran a trip over to the battlefield at 

Bosworth, where two of William’s ancestors (Richard III and the future Henry 

VII) had a bit of a dust up. 
 

Well to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, I was 

thinking of making a similar trip, to the site where her twenty-seven times great 

grandfather started it all, by pinching the Crown (and hence England) from the 

unrelated, King Harold Godwinson. 
 

My plan is to set off from Ipswich (exact location to be decided upon) fairly early 

on the morning of Friday 3
rd

. June (a Bank Holiday) and make fairly good 

progress along the A12, south, to get over the Queen Elizabeth II Bridge (see 

what I did there?) and then plotting a more interesting route (yet to be decided) 

along the highways and byways of Kent and East Sussex, before reaching the 

battlefield site at Battle Abbey (some seven miles from the town of Hastings). 
 

If you are not already a member of English Heritage, you’ll have to pay for entry 

(currently £12.60, or £11.30 for pensioners). Entry is not only to Battle Abbey, 

(which was built shortly after the battle, to commemorate the many who died 

there), but also to an illustrated walk around the battlefield, including a stone that 

marks the spot where the unlucky King Harold forgot to duck. 
 

This is not an official SAM event, just a group of friendly motorcyclists, who 

prefer riding their bikes, rather than street parties. I’m a fully paid-up member of 

English Heritage and fully 

recommend joining. My plan this 

summer is to visit as many sites 

as possible, to get my money’s 

worth. 
 

P.M. me at 

martin.andrew@ymail.com  

if you are interested (or catch me 

at a group night). 

 

Martin Andrew 
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Ride Leaders 
 

 
 
 

Social Ride Coordinator 
 

  Trevor Read 

 
Ride Leaders 

 

 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Kevin Bolt    Chris Bond 

 Martin Drury    Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Dave Frankin 

 Karl Grimwade    Glyn Hill    Alex Jones     Richard Ockelton 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman    David Wood 
 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Where are we going and how 
are we getting there? 

 

SAM Social Rides in April 2022 
 

The first weekend in April, Sunday 3
rd

 to be exact, is our Breakfast Run to the 

Hippodrome in March, Cambridgeshire. Now, due to a glitch in communications 

the routing description somehow managed to get printed in the January edition 

rather than being held for this month. (Over enthusiastic editor ) It’s easy to 

look back at that edition online but not so easy if you still rely on the paper 

version being delivered, and by now it’s got tucked down the back of your sofa. 

We’ll leave that thought there and I promise I won’t try and nag you into going 

paperless. 
 

Although that would save the club on printing costs, oh and the postage. 

No, I promised I wouldn’t, so I won’t. 
 

April 23
rd

 brings us to our Saturday Jaunt. We’re off to the ‘Hungry Stag’ at 

Woolpit. Those that joined us for the David Rudland Ride in aid of the Motor 

Neurone Disease Association will remember the venue, the roads and the food.  

As the proprietor locks up at three o’ clock, we are setting off a little earlier for 

this Ride. Ten thirty departure from the car park behind B&M at Copdock. We’d 

like some feedback on the time - we’ve tried 12:00 and 13:00 - as to how it fits in 

with any other of life’s duties that interfere with biking 
 

We’ll ease you into the Ride with a cruise down the A12 to Stratford then across 

to Sudbury on the twisties and then flowing bends. At Long Melford we turn off 

onto little lanes via Hartest to loop over the top of Bury St Edmunds. The final 

leg is across to Stowlangtoft and down to join the A14 for, oooh, nearly half a 

mile and into the gravel car park. 
 

The evening of Thursday 28
th

 sees the first Chip Run of the year. It must be 

summer. Leaving Tescos at Stowmarket by 18:00 with a short run along the A14 

to the next exit. Typical Suffolk lanes through Elmswell and Beyton to join the 

A134 – not all the way to Sudbury but swinging off through nice minor roads by 

Cockfield and Lavenham. Parking on the market place in Sudbury with a very 

short stroll to ‘The Codfather’ to enjoy a sit-down indoors. 

 

 

Vini Evans 
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BRAND NEW CLOTHES? 
 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS – SUZUKI GSX-S1000GT 

Back in the September 2017 edition of “The SAM Observer” magazine I 

reviewed the Suzuki GSX-S1000 naked model, where I was very impressed, and 

concluded “I liked this bike so much I would seriously consider buying one with 

my own money. So much so I wondered if they did a faired version with 

panniers.” Well at the time they did do a faired version, but there was no option 

for panniers. Roll forward four years and Suzuki announced that there is to be a 

GT model very soon. So I spoke to Mark at Orwells about having a test ride 

when one became available. A wry smiled crossed his face (or was that £ signs in 

his eyes?) and he said you are already on my list of people to contact. 

Another six months passes and I am contacted by Orwells to say that a demo bike 

is touring the country and they have some one hour free slots. Of course I took up 

the opportunity.  
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The test day arrived. My slot was late in the day and when I arrived the light was 

fading and the bike was already outside ready to take out. You can see from the 

photo that this version of the bike has a sharply modern styled fairing and there is 

the option of a decently sized pair of colour matched panniers. I’m pleased to say 

the demo bike had nice shiny paint and none of the matt finish I so dislike. Of 

course, as soon I pulled away from the forecourt it started to rain. The previous 

few days had seen the repetitive cycle of rain, salt, rain, salt again, leaving the 

roads not ideal to test an unfamiliar bike. 

This isn’t a new bike, but an evolution of what has gone before. There have been 

a lot of revisions. The most obvious is the bodywork, but it still has that 

engine/exhaust that I so liked in the naked model. Additions now are a very clear, 

uncluttered, TFT display, LED headlights, quick shifter, cruise control, 3 power 

modes, 5 levels of traction control and the ability to pair your phone for 

navigation etc. I didn’t try out that aspect as it is something I’m not overly 

concerned about, and I still have concerns about support/upgrades during the life 

of the bike (this applies to all makes/models). For me the biggest improvement is 

the fuelling/throttle response. The old model suffered badly from an on/off 

snatchy throttle at lower speeds. It was great when you were ‘on it’ riding twisty 

B roads, but a jerky mess when trickling along in town. The new bike is silky 

smooth. Excellent.  

Out on the road the bike handles superbly. It feels light and nimble after a few 

years on big adventure and GTR machines. The riding position is nice and 

upright with just a slight lean forward. As tested the suspension was a little firm 



The SAM Observer March 2022            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 19 

for me and I couldn’t adjust the rear pre-load as it is still ‘old school’ requiring a 

c-spanner. Suzuki has missed an upgrade here for a bike marketed as a GT 

sports/tourer, and it could do with a remote adjuster. It doesn’t need to be 

electric. A manual one would be ok and in keeping with its no nonsense, value 

for money, persona.  

 

The engine is still the gem it always was. Keen to rev. I was really impressed 

how tractable it is in 5
th

 and 6
th

 gears. It happily accelerates strongly in both these 

gears, leaving me looking for 7
th

. This doesn’t mean it is a buzzy, tiring, machine 

to ride. Far from it. On the dual carriageway it was creamy smooth cruising along 

at the NSL. Now is a good time to mention the cruise control. This worked 

perfectly, although I found I had to hold the buttons longer than expected to set 

it. It held the set speed with no wavering (Kawasaki please take note! Their 

HS2SX wanders a couple of MPH either side of the set speed). 

The wind and weather protection from the full fairing is good but at 6 feet I’d 

like to try out the optional higher screen. The LED headlights look very smart but 

are configured in Cyclops mode where one is dip and the other main. I much 

prefer the symmetry of both lights working for dipped and main. There’s also an 

(expensive) option of heated grips, which really should be standard on all bikes 

these days. The promotional material says that the mirrors are supposed to add 

wind protection for the hands. I can’t say I noticed this and in some of the online 

forums there is discussion about fitting hand guards from other models. 

I’m afraid I never got round to testing the quick shifter. I was enjoying myself so 

much and just twitching the left hand for gear changes that I forgot all about it. 

Other reviewers have raved about how well it works going up and down the box 

and the fact it doesn’t auto blip meaning you retain control of the throttle. 

Overall I really enjoyed my test ride, despite the weather. The improvements 

have really upgraded the bike into one that could easily be an everyday all 

rounder, which is what my bikes have to be. Could I go back to an inline 4 and 

chain drive? Decisions. Decisions. Another, longer, test ride is required once 

Orwells have their own demo bike. 

NB. There’s a review/demo ride of this bike on my YouTube channel 

https://youtu.be/2ZSfhdyNeEU  

 

Mike Roberts 
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 Advertise in our magazine 

 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at The Cottage, Thunder Lane,  

Thorpe St Andrew. NR7 0JD 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  07787 532635 

Secretary,  Paul Milner,  07834 600665 

 

 
SAM Events for your Diary 

2021 
Please see website and magazine for updates 

 

March 2022 
 

Wednesday 16
th

 
 
  SAM Group Night. Announcements followed by 

Guest speaker 19:30~22:00 at Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, 

Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Bar serving drinks, 

including teas and coffees. 
 

Saturday 19
th

    Saturday Jaunt to Café 33, meet at Copdock behind 

B&M at 11:45 for a 12:00 departure.  
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Thursday 23
rd

    Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Acceleration, Gears & Braking Contact: 

Paul Ballard. Meet in The Board Room 

 

Saturday 26
th

   Observer Assessment Day for potential new Observers. 

Contact: Paul Ballard. Meet at 09:00 ~ 15:00 Burger King, Copdock Interchange, 

Pinewood, Ipswich IP8 3TT 

 

April 2022 
 

Sunday 3
rd

   Breakfast Run to Hippodrome March, meet at 09:00 

Tescos Stowmarket for a 09:30 departure 

 

Wednesday 6
th

   SAM Committee meeting 19:00~22:00. Kesgrave War 

Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 

1JF 
 

Wednesday 20
th

 
 
  SAM Group Night. Announcements followed by 

Guest speaker 19:30~22:00 at Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, 

Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Bar serving drinks, 

including teas and coffees. 

 

Saturday 23
rd

    Saturday Jaunt to Woolpit Hungry Stag Café, 

meet at 10:30 Copdock behind B&M 
 

Sunday, 24
th

   Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary School, 292 

Sidegate Lane, Ipswich IP4, For more details please contact Observer: Matthew 

Barker 
 

Wednesday 27
th

  Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial 

Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF, 19:30 

– 22:00 Come along and learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Overtaking. 

Contact: Paul Ballard. Meet in The Board Room 

 

Thursday 28
th

  Fish and Chip Run to Cod Father Sudbury, meet at 18:00 

Tescos Stowmarket 

 

May 2022 
 

Sunday 1
st
   Breakfast Run TBA 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
 

  Mud  
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Editorial 
Gosh what a month this has been… 

My daughter has been studying in 

Ukraine to get a doctors degree so 

the build-up of Russian troops has 

been very concerning for us, Our 

daughter has said that the 

Ukrainians have not been worried as 

this apparently happens every few 

years and nothing happens, At the 

beginning of February she called 

and said all her lectures were going 

on line so she thought she would 

come home, booked her ticket home for £25, that afternoon the University told 

students to leave and the price rose to several hundred pounds per ticket, She 

landed back in Stansted save and well, and that evening Russia moved in to 

Ukraine.  

 

February group night has been our clubs AGM for as long as I can remember 

except the last couple of years. And because we’re back to normal I thought I 

would go, I was going to drag the bike out but we had the night of storms so I 

took the car as the roads were littered with fallen branches, driving past the 

hedges the bramble fonds were waving rounds ready to catch anything in their 

way. 

 

I was completely shocked, surprised and delighted to be awarded a “SAM life 

membership” So thank you to the club for this accolade. In 2010 the club won 

“Newsletter of the year” in the IAM group. So let’s see if this year we can’t 

regain out title, get scribbling and keep sending in your stories to fill our 

magazine. 

 

Safe Riding  Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….  
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Note from Editor 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 

 

 

 

 

Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
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Nigel Chittock with Ex-Chairman 

Martin receiving the Chairman’s 

trophy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Geoff Scott with Trevor Read 

receiving The Dave Arbon Ride 

Leader of the year 
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Mr Chairman Richard with the Editor 


