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Chairman’s Chat 
I have just had the chance to read through the 

IAM,s recently published “Motoring Facts 

2008”.  It contains some very interesting 

stats, facts and information covering a huge 

amount of data relating to everything about 

motoring you can think of. 
 

The year 1966 is remembered by most for 

England’s World Cup success but it was also 

one of the worst years in history for deaths on 

Britain’s roads.  Fortunately since then fatal 

and serious injuries have been falling.  In fact 

since 1990 car occupant deaths have fallen by 

a third, pedestrians by two-thirds and cyclists 

by half.  Motorcycle fatalities over the same 

period have fallen by less than 10% and although it’s a step in the right 

direction it falls behind the others.  In fact in 2006, a motorcycle was 13 times 

more likely to be in a fatal accident than a car for every kilometre travelled.  

These stats could be broken down even further by age, type of road, experience 

etc.  There is no doubt that joining an organisation such as the IAM and 

passing your Advanced Motorcycle Test (and continuing to ride at that level) 

dramatically reduces your chances of becoming a statistic. 
 

This is where you come in.  I am sure we all have friends or know 

motorcyclists that would benefit from what we do.  Please introduce them to 

SAM and bring them along to a club night.  You will not only be doing them a 

favour and your bit for road safety but also helping our club to grow and 

enabling it to continue the good work it does. 
 

Motorcyclists seem to like nothing more than riding to a meet, chatting about 

bikes whilst drooling over the parked machines and the whole experience is 

heightened if you can munch on a burger / bacon roll / hot dog whilst washing 

it down with a drink (soft of course).  Well next month’s club night is a natter 

night and there will be a food van (with all the above, and more) in the car park 

from 18:30.  If this proves to be popular then we will arrange for this at each 

club night throughout the summer.  Please support it and don’t forget to bring a 

guest. 
 

Have a safe month. 
 

Richard 
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Secretary’s Scribbles 
 

Well summer must be here because 

SAM has held its first Chip Run of 

the year.  And I must say how good 

it was.  Not only were the fish and 

chips good, but also supplied were 

Max Moto’s demonstrator fleet of 

Aprilias and Moto Guzzis. 

 

My interest was mainly to try out 

the Aprilia Mana, maybe not the 

first automatic motorcycle but 

perhaps one of the more “interesting” bikes released for quite a while.  I can 

report that I was very impressed with the engine and auto gear system with 

instant acceleration away from the lights (no clutch to feed in) and a novel 

“mode” button to press to give you the choice of “sport, tour or rain”.  Sport 

was the most fun but seemed to produce a fair amount of vibration from such a 

modern engine. 

 

However once again I discovered what a diverse group of individuals us 

motorcyclists are (or bikers if you prefer the term – I don’t).  A colleague of 

mine had already had the Moto Guzzi Belagio semi-cruiser as a loan bike for 

the day and had announced what an awful bike it was.  Lots of vibration, noise 

and strange torque reaction when twisting the throttle.  He much prefers his 

own Honda VFR for the smooth sophistication it has.  I’ve ridden the VFR 

before, and although it’s a fine bike it just hasn’t the “personality” for me. 

 

 

 

If I only had shorter legs! 

 

 

Thanks to Keith Gilbert and 

Chris Smith for organising 

and co-ordinating the event 

and Ian for the magnificent 

bikes. 
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The Belagio has “personality” in bucketfuls and if only I’d chosen the six 

winning numbers of the National Lottery on Saturday (instead of the six 

numbers for some week in the future), I’d now have a Belagio in the garage! 
 

Talking of motorcyclists having different attitudes: I always feel guilty that I 

don’t check my tyre pressures every journey (as Roadcraft suggests) but every 

week instead.  But a couple of days ago I was filling up my tank at my local 

filling station when a rider of an elderly, but very clean ZX9-R approached me 

for advice on using the tyre inflation machine.  It seems that he’d borrowed his 

brother’s bike and had soon slipped off it on a slow corner.  His brother had 

advised him that maybe the tyre pressures might be at fault, because they’d not 

been checked for TWO YEARS!  He was unimpressed that I did not know 

what the ZX9-R pressures should be but decided to use the same as my bike.  I 

lent him my pressure gauge and we found 16 p.s.i. in the front and 19 in the 

rear!  I did also hand him a SAM events calendar.  So if you are with us 

tonight, I hope you’re still keeping the bike upright and please don’t wait two 

years before you check again. 
 

I’ll leave you with one last thought…..when did YOU last check your tyre 
pressures? 
 

Martin 

 

New Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent new associate member: 
 

Bert Castleton 
 

A further warm welcome is extended to Chris Ives who joins SAM as a full 

member. 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

we will put that right. 

 

Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to Trevor Wright for passing his IAM Test. 
 

Trevor’s observer was Martin Leach. 
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Carole Nash Insurance 
Motorcycle insurers Carol Nash are now "rewarding" SAM with a £ 20-00 

incentive for each new group member who takes out a new policy.  The free 

phone number to call is 0800 083 4422, contact name is Barry Dixon. 

 

Please quote to Carol Nash number 1597 this will ensure that SAM gets the 

money.  This offer does not apply to renewals 

 

Bennetts Insurance 
If you take out a new policy with Bennetts please quote T2983 (Training 

School Number) as this will earn SAM £30. 

Please note, if you buy online you will have to phone Bennetts with this 

number.  This offer does not apply to renewals. 

Academy Of Motorcycling 
DSA - Approved Motorcycle Training 

CBT - Compulsory Basic Training 

DAS - Direct Access Scheme 
Courses & Individual Lessons 

Standard Test Training 

Advanced Riding Techniques 
(RoSPA Diploma Qualified Instructor) 

Excellent All Week Training Facilities 

Prices Guaranteed to be Unbeatable 

Check Prices & Availability then Book Online 

www.AcademyOfMotorcycling.co.uk 

Tel:  01449  775776 

Calls Taken All Week 8 till 8 
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Caption Competition 
 

April’s caption was Keith Locke holding ... I’ll let you decide. 
 

The winner was John Morgan with: 
 

“Nope that’s not my fishing rod!” 
 

Come up with funniest caption for this photo tonight and win a bottle of wine. 
 

Write your caption on a slip provided and post it in the competition box. 

Good Luck! 
 

 

Judging will be performed by the Editor, with help from the committee and the 

winning caption will be announced at the end of the evening. 

 

Please send your photos, electronic or hard copy (which will be returned) to the 

Editor for selection in next month’s edition. 

 

P.S. Please don’t send images sourced from publications / the Internet, 

 as they are Copyright protected and SAM can’t afford the law suite! 
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This Internet shop allows you to purchase regalia of the Suffolk Advanced 

Motorcyclists group. All profits will go to SAM's charity which is  

the East Anglian Air Ambulance. 

Samples are on display and for purchase on Group Nights. See Mrs. Terry 

Brooker for details and to view a printed version of the catalogue. 

 

http://sam.spreadshirt.net 

   

   

   

NB. This is just a small selection of the items available. There are over 90 

items in various colour combinations. If you want something with different 

colour combinations, just ask and we will see what we can do. 
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Dates For Your Diary 
 

Suffolk Constabulary BikeSafe 
 

BikeSafe is a nationwide scheme, run by local constabularies, with the aim of 

reducing motorcycle casualties by improving rider awareness, improving rider 

ability and making individuals’ safer, better riders. 
 

The Suffolk BikeSafe is held in Ipswich at the Martlesham Police Headquarters. 
 

If you would like to offer your support by promoting SAM at BikeSafe, for a 

couple of hours on any of the following Saturdays: 
 

  June 14
th    

July 12
th
 

  August 23
rd
   September 6

th
 

 

then please contact John Sillett on  01473 219488 

 

Gliding and BBQ Evening 
 

At Wormington Airfield, Colchester with the Essex & Suffolk Gliding Club on 

Saturday 14
th
 June at 5pm.  BBQ £5 and glider flight £25.  Places are limited 

and there may be a few remaining. 

Contact Chris Nunn on 01473 657552 or at:  nunnc@sky.com 

 

Air Ambulance Bike Run 
 

The Air Ambulance Bike Run is taking place on Sunday 15
th
 June.  The run is 

from Washbrook Service Station, Copdock to RAF Honnington.  11am start 

arriving at Honnington for 12 noon.  For the £5 per person entrance fee you’ll 

get to see 2-lane 1/4 mile sprints, Alf Hagon’s V-twin supercharged JAP and 

specialist machines attempt to emulate Alf Hagon’s 40 year old 200MPH run. 
 

To register, call Nicola on 01473 745007 or complete an on-line application at: 

http://www.fourfourzero.co.uk. 
 

*Important* All riders MUST pre-register. Strictly no registrations on the day. 

 

SAM Round East Anglia Rally 
 

The SAM Round East Anglia Rally (pub based treasure hunt!) has been 

re-scheduled for Sunday 6
th
 July.  Better and Bigger than 2007.  Application 

form in next month’s edition or if you’d like to register earlier please contact: 
 

Chris Smith on 01206 251946 or John Sillett on 01473 219488 
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May Chip Run 
 

Thursday 29th May – Reggie’s, Gt. Clacton 

           CO15 4BS 
 

Meet at Tesco Ipswich at 6:30 pm prompt. 
 

A14  towards Felixstowe, exit onto 
 

A137  Manningtree, go thru' Manningtree onto 
 

B1352  Mistley - Wrabness - Ramsey,  

at R/A straight over onto 
 

B4352  Dovercourt, 1/2 mile T/R 
 

Unclassified  S/P  Little Oakley. at junc T/R onto 
 

B1414  Gt Oakley - Thorpe le Soken,  

in Thorpe T/L onto 
 

B1033  Kirby Cross, in Kirby Cross T/R onto 
 

B1032  Gt Holland - Holland on Sea T/R onto  
 

B1027  at mini R/A take 2
nd
 exit staying on B1027 

 

Chip Shop approx 100 yards on the left. 
 

Check all routes with your Road Map (and/or see the map of the destination in 

the Calendar on the SAM website) before setting out, then maybe no one will 

get lost.  Even better, take the route and a road map with you. 
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June Breakfast Run 
 

Sunday 1
st
 June – Hollywood Legends, Swaffham, 

        Norfolk  PE37 7PZ 
 

Meet at Beacon Hill Service Station off R/A Junction 

A140 & A14, 6 miles West of Ipswich at 9.00 am 
 

NB. This route is mostly on Suffolk & Norfolk twisty B roads! In the event of 

bad weather or if you’re in a hurry, you may prefer to go on the alternative 

boring A14, A1088, A134, A1065 route? 
 

Leave Service Station at R/A, 1st T/L on the A140, 

0.5 mile later T/R onto  
 

B1078 - Go thro’ Coddenham and after about 3 miles 

T/L onto 
 

B1077 - signed Debenham.  Soon after Framsden at 

T Junction, T/L onto 
 

A1120 then in 400 yards T/R back onto 
 

B1077 - Pass thro’ Debenham, (smell the Cider at 

Aspall!), thro’ Rishangles and go straight thro’ Eye 
 

3 miles after Eye, at T Junction, T/R onto 
 

A140 signed Diss etc, then immediately T/L back onto 
 

B1077 - at R/A (A143) take 2nd exit onto 
 

B1077 signed Diss.  Anyone for Golf? -  Club on your R. 
 

At A1066 T/L into Diss. 
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Stay on A1066, at 3rd mini R/A, T/R onto 
 

B1077 signed Attleborough.  Pass thro’ Shelfanger, 

Winfarthing, New Buckenham to Attleborough. 
 

Go through Attleborough town centre following signs 

to B1077 Watton. 

Rejoin B1077.  Pass thro’ Gt Ellingham. 
 

Stay on B1077 but about 8 or 9 miles past 

Gt Ellingham T/L onto 
 

B1088 signed Watton.  Drive into Watton, look for 

LINGS M/C dealer on your R.  500 yards past LINGS, 

T/R at mini R/A (3rd exit) into Swaffam Road. 
 

Follow this Road (the B1077 but unsigned) thro’ 

Saham Toney, Ashill, South Pickenham to Swaffam. 
 

(See the Megabig Wind Turbines close by on R!) 
 

At T junction in Swaffam R/T onto 
 

A1065 into Town Centre. 
 

In Town Centre take left fork at mini R/A to 

T Junction. 

T/L signed (A47) King’s Lynn. 
 

Join A47 and after 1 mile find Hollywood Legends on 

Left just before R/A. 
 

Enjoy your B’fast, you’ll deserve it after this twisty 60 miles! 
 

Check all routes with your Road Map (and/or see the map of the destination in 

the Calendar on the SAM website) before setting out, then maybe no one will 

get lost.  Even better, take the route and a road map with you. 
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Social Rides 
 

Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the 

vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group 

activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist cannot and 

do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to 

vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the 

Group.  Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own 

risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person 

or damage to vehicle. 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committees 

guidelines as follows: 

You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route 

 

� If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

� Be responsible for your own safety 

� Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

� Have a FULL tank of fuel 

� No more than 5 in a group 
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Motorcycle Dexterity 

& Control Days 
(a.k.a. Slow Riding Days) 

 

For every motorcycle spill that makes the local papers, there are many more 

which never get much publicity.  How many of you in you time riding have 

never struggled to keep your bike upright while manoeuvring in a parking area, 

or had to take a big dab with either foot while negotiating queues of commuter 

traffic?  Not many (if any).  Very often in these situations the rider grabs a 

handful of front brake, shortly followed by the resulting sound of expensive 

plastic and metal making contact with the ground. 
 

The SAM MD&C Days give you the opportunity to practice the art of riding a 

motorcycle slowly, and to learn the techniques that will help you do it. 
 

This year the venue will be the playground of Sidegate Primary School, 

Sidegate Lane, Ipswich. (Map in the Calendar on the SAM website).  Please 

bring a drink and something to eat as we will have a break (and there are no 

cafés nearby). 

 

Saturday 24th May 

Sunday 22nd June 

Saturday 26th July 

Sunday 24th August 

Saturday 20th September 

 

All days start at 9am sharp,  

and end 12:30 – 13:00 depending on numbers attending 
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So You Think You Know ……? 

Dave Bunn 
 

 
It was only recently that I noticed Dave Bunn’s name added to the list of 

observers inside the SAM Observer, so I wondered if we could all find out 

something about him this month. 

 
Dave, 62, moved to Felixstowe from Bromley, Kent about 9 years ago.  After 

years of weekend visits up to Suffolk, he happened to see a house he liked and 

bought it.  Quite a commitment really as Dave was still working for Ford near 

Dagenham, but for 5 years it did present a daily opportunity to use his Yamaha 

TDM for the 186 mile round trip. 

 
Dave will celebrate 40 years married to Linda this year.  They have two 

daughters and Linda has always been happy to ride pillion. 
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Originally from Leytonstone (East London), Dave began his working life as an 

apprentice toolmaker.  After experience with a couple of small companies, 

Dave moved to the Ford Motor Company in September 1969.  Here began a 

long and enjoyable career which led to the role of development engineer.  He 

explained that like any large project, nothing works first time, so it was Dave’s 

job to sort out any problems following design with manufacture of components 

and assembly of the finished product.  This might be as simple as a flange 

being too long to assemble, but you can just imagine the challenges. 

 
Work took Dave to Belgium for 2 years when the Mondeo was built in Ghent 

and also to the USA (Detroit of course), so it was no surprise he enjoyed his 

job.  When I asked him why he took early retirement in 2004, he said it was 

“because they paid me!”  Actually he reckoned he’d had the best days and that 

using outsourced prototypes and supplies and sitting in meetings or at a 

computer screen was probably not the most interesting part of the job. 

Nevertheless Dave is still a great advocate of Ford’s and drives a Mondeo 

himself.  So if you’re thinking of buying a Ford, talk to Dave first. 

 
Dave took to the road on motorcycles as early as he could.  He was given a 197 

Francis Barnett scrambler for his 16
th
 birthday.  Conversion to road use meant 

attention to tyres, mudguards and lights along with the fuel and associated 15:1 

compression ratio!  Next was a BSA 250 trials bike and a Greeves 250.  When 

Dave was a member of the Grasshopper club in Chingford, fellow member 

Don Smith became European trials champion and Dave acquired his bike the 

following year.  Others followed including a BSA Goldstar 500, AJS 650, a 

BSA Bantam for commuting (it would never start!) and even a couple of 

scooters.  Dave currently rides a Honda Blackbird. 

 
Finally Dave was persuaded to join SAM in 2004 by John Goodwin through 

the acquaintance of their wives.  Although Dave was about to take early 

retirement and had survived 50k miles of commuting to Dagenham without 

incident, he was nevertheless surprised by how much he learned and enjoyed 

his training.  Now Dave’s an observer in order to put something back into 

motorcycling.  He reckons there are enough lunatics on the road and confesses 

he used to be one.  Now Dave’s already had his first successful associate so I 

think we’ll regard you as a reformed lunatic Dave. 

 
[Words by Nigel Hydes] 
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• Novice Try-a-Bike Sessions 

• Compulsory Basic Training 

• 125 cc & Direct Access 

• Rusty Riders Refresher 

• Riding Skills Development 

Professional Motorcycle and 
Roadcraft Training on a one-to-one 

basis (except CBT) in  
Bury St. Edmunds 

Contact Tony Fuller on 

07763 018027 or 01440 786928 

www.smartrider.co.uk 

SMART 
RIDER 
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FOR SALE - Top box rack and fitting kit for a Honda ST1300 - 2002 onwards. 

Will take a GIVI or KAPPA top box. Hardly used as new. £30 

 Call Reg on 07718 781238 

 
FOR SALE – Ladies leather jacket (padded), medium, little used. 

Excellent condition.  £35 ono 

 

Call Sonnie Westley on Home – 01473 745630   Mobile – 07769 808963 

 
FOR SALE – Mans padded one piece over suit (SIDI), large, little used.  

£25 ono 

 

Call Sonnie Westley on Home – 01473 745630   Mobile – 07769 808963 

 
FOR SALE – Motoline Tank bag 

Three different parts – to be used individually or together in varying 

combinations – each with their own map compartment, as well two additional 

small compartments. Attached by (padded) magnets.  Comes with rain cover 

and shoulder straps. 

 

Brand new. Has never been used on the road. £45  Call Leen on 01376 562400 
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FOR SALE - Kawasaki D4 ZZR1100 - 1996 ‘N’ - 37500 miles 

It is a very clean and tidy 

bike in very good 

condition.  I have owned 

this bike for the past four 

years and have many 

receipts for work that have 

been carried out.  It has 

been regularly serviced, if 

something has needed 

renewing it has been done. 

Also included Baglux tank 

cover and tank bag. Full 

set of Givi hard luggage. 

 

£2,595 ono    Call Karl Hale on Home – 01359 241552   Mobile - 0782204552 

 
FOR SALE - Yamaha Fazer FZS600, silver grey, 2002 (52), only 9,600 miles. 

 

 

 

Taxed and tested September, 

excellent condition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£2,295        Call Ipswich 01473 716075 

 

FOR SALE - Genuine Honda Fly Screen for CBF 500 / 600 with all fittings in 

a good condition.  Honda Part No: 08R80-MER-800. £30 

 Call Steve on 01473 430643 

 

FOR SALE - Frank Thomas Summer Boots, yellow and black, size 7. 

Good condition, hardly used.  £30 Call Phil Sells on 01255 242723 

 

Send your classified items to:  sam.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Price for non-member classifieds is £5 
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April Slow Riding Day 
 

The April Motorcycle Dexterity & Control Day was presented by David 

Rudland and Mike Fox.  The attendees being Tim Spencer, Curtis Norman, 

Darren Bishop, Steve Mallet, Sydney Ault and Trevor Adams. 
 

 
 

The winner of the slow riding race (the only race I know that you win by 

coming last!) was Trevor Adams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Info and photos supplied by David Rudland. 
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suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

As you will have seen in last month’s magazine the SAM website has been re-

launched, along with a new improved discussion forum for members to use. 

I’ve been asked, as SAM’s Webmaster, to give you all a bit of guidance on the 

site’s contents and facilities, but I’d suggest you also fire up your PC and have 

a browse yourself. 
 

The website exists to serve two purposes.  Firstly as an online advertisement 

for SAM, and secondly as a source of information and features for the SAM 

membership.  With this in mind the Home page is aimed directly at those 

visitors looking for information about SAM and what we offer.  There are 

individual links that take the reader though the various aspects of SAM, as well 

as links showing how we work with other local organisations.  The visitor is 

finally pointed to the “Join Us” part of the site’s navigation menu (across the 

top of the page) where they can go to pages with more details on “A Skill for 

Life”, our “Buddy Scheme” and a form to request more information from our 

Membership Secretary.  Throughout the site there many links that go directly 

to the IAM’s website where membership can be securely purchased online 

using credit or debit cards. 
 

Events – This part of the site gives details about SAM events throughout the 

year.  Visitors can download the “Events Calendar” leaflet that we use at 

publicity events.  For members the “SAM Calendar” page has details of ALL 

SAM activities laid out on a traditional monthly calendar display.  You can 

also view as a top down list by clicking on the Agenda tab.  By clicking on any 

of the events, you will get more information about the event which can 

include:- who should / can attend, meeting places, who to contact, times, 

relevant internet sites, and for Ride Outs a link to a map of the proposed route.  

Make this you number one place for up to date information on SAM’s 

activities. 
 

Make A Route – By selecting this option from the “Events” menu, you can 

plan your next ride out or journey.  Just fill in the form with the start & end 

locations, and the places you want to visit along the way (you can use Post 

Codes or place names).  Choose if you want to avoid the main roads, and click 

the “Get Directions” button.  Your route will then be displayed on screen.  You 

can fine tune your route by clicking on the blue line and dragging it to follow 

any particular road you want to travel on.  You can zoom in and out for a better 

view using the on screen controls, or the scroll wheel on your mouse.  By 

clicking on the “Satellite” tab you can view aerial photographs of the route.  As 

� � 



The SAM Observer May 2008 Page 25 

you zoom in these become aerial photographs, which for some areas are 

extremely detailed.  Once your route is complete you can either download it as 

a file for your GPS, or, for the traditionalists ☺, grab the text directions for 

printing.  The GPS file downloaded includes ALL the turns that are in the 

route, not just the start, end and waypoints.  There are links to free software 

and free online services to convert the file to your brand of GPS unit.  You can 

also save this route as a web address / url so share it with others via e-mail or 

on the SAM forum. 
 

Gallery – There are currently three galleries.  The first contains photographs 

from various SAM events.  If you have any photos from Ride Outs, weekends 

away etc. that you think would be suitable for inclusion in the gallery, please 

send me an email so we can arrange how I can obtain them.  The other two 

galleries contain videos. “Roadcraft In Action” has on bike footage showing 

Roadcraft being used in everyday riding.  They were made by a third party, but 

we hope to produce some of our own in the near future.  “The Way We Were” 

contains some police training videos from 1977.  Most of the points made are 

still valid today (though watch for the over use of the horn), and the lack of 

other vehicles on the road show how much more careful we need to be 

nowadays. 
 

“The SAM Observer” magazine can be accessed online either from the bottom 

of the Home page, or from the “Extras” menu.  There are two versions 

available.  The first is a simple relatively slow download, but the second titled 

“Fancy Shockwave” is much quicker.  It displays the magazine as an on screen 

book with page turning effects, and thumbnail images of each page for quick 

navigation.  So far this has been very popular. 
 

SAM Forum – This new forum is available for all SAM members to discuss all 

aspects of SAM, and motorcycling in general.  Its success relies on you taking 

part.  Non-members can read most of the forum, but certain areas are restricted 

to members only, for example to discuss the running of SAM, Observer 

training, etc.  Unlike the old forum to join in the discussions you will need to 

register, so that your SAM membership can be verified.  Once you have 

registered you can join in whenever you want, 24hrs a day.  One nice feature of 

the forum is the “Ride Outs” section.  This is not for discussions, but to let 

other members know that you are going somewhere, and would like some 

company.  You just post the details of where you are going, your contact 

details (this is a restricted area of the forum) and then anyone who has 

subscribed to the “Ride Outs” section will automatically be sent an email.  

Another part of the forum you can subscribe to and receive email notifications, 

is “The SAM Observer” so you know when the latest issue is available online.  
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You can save SAM some running costs by letting our editor know you’d prefer 

to use the online version and not have a printed copy through the post.  There is 

also a restricted area for Observers where all their supporting documentation is 

available. 
 

Finally in the “Contact Us” section you can find details of all of SAM’s 

Committee Members (including pictures) and our Observers.  There’s also a 

“Guest Book” where visitors can leave their views of the site.  You’ll see 

we’ve already attracted several positive comments including one from Rennie 

Ritchie, the IAM’s Staff Motorcycle Examiner for Scotland. 
 

I could go on, but why not go and explore the site yourself?  If you have any 

suggestions, ideas for improvements, or find any problems/errors please let me 

know by email. 
 

Mike Roberts – SAM Webmaster – info@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

 

Ed’s Soapbox 
 

Welcome to the May edition of the SAM Observer. 
 

Thanks to David Rudland for the info and photos for the ‘April Slow Riding 

Day’ article and to Mike Roberts for his ‘suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com’ 

article.  If you’ve not attended a Slow Riding Day yet, I (and anyone who has 

done so will I’m sure) thoroughly recommend it. 
 

To re-enforce the point Mike has made in his article, please visit the all new 

website and checkout the SAM Observer using the ‘Fancy Shockwave’ viewer. 
 

If you’d like to help save the group printing and postage costs for your monthly 

copy of the SAM Observer and you’d like to receive a monthly email 

notification instead of a ‘hard copy’ and view the Observer on-line, then please 

send me an email or see me on group night. 
 

As summer has finally arrived, I hope you’re all taking advantage of the 

weather and been out and about on your bike.  If you’ve visited somewhere 

interesting recently or been on a touring holiday then why not write an article 

describing your experiences for the Observer?  I endeavour to publish all 

received articles, which can be about anything motorcycle related, I just can’t 

promise when! 
 

Cheers 

Steve 
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AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT     (Ipswich) Ltd 

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES    

OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG 

DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD 

WITH ADRIAN 

“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE” 

KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE… 

Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd 

8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE 

Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966 
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Our Venue 
 

Group Nights start at 7:30 pm on the third Monday of every month 

 at Great Blakenham Village Hall 
 

 
 

We have a “No-Smoking” policy in the meeting room. 

 

Please leave quietly, and return 

all chairs back to the storage  

trolley provided. 
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Observer Associate Charter 
 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Charter is to make clear the definition of what is expected 

in Observer / Associate relationship. 

 

The Observers 

Have made the effort to train, not only for the IAM test but have taken part in 

extensive Observer training to become Observers for the group. They are a 

valuable asset to the group and give of their time freely, except for a small 

contribution from the associates for their expenses. Observers attend regular 

refresher training sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and 

Riding Dexterity days. 

 

The Associates 

• Are expected to have an equal commitment with the goal being the IAM 

test. 

• Are to be available for regular observed rides ideally every two weeks 

with at least 100 practice miles being covered in that period. Continuity 

cannot be maintained with regular gaps of three weeks or more or no 

miles between observed rides. 

• Must agree the dates of the next runs at the debriefing and must practice 

any improvement recommendations between the runs. 

• Will where possible attend a riding Dexterity Day to improve their slow 

speed manoeuvres and control. 

• Must make an effort to study the theory by reading Pass your Advanced 

Motorcycle Test and the Highway Code plus attend club Theory Nights 

when possible. 

• Cancellation of a planned run due to poor weather conditions will be at 

the discretion of the Observer. If after a period of one month, an Observer 

has not heard from the Associate it will be assumed that interest has been 

lost and the Associate will be placed back at the bottom of the waiting 

list. 

• When the Observer feels the associate is riding consistently at the test 

standard a Cross check will be arranged with a Senior Observer. 

• The Observer will give as much help and encouragement as possible but 

the onus is on the associate to endeavour. 
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Events Diary 
 

Thursday 22nd May  Roadcraft Theory Night 

 Gt. Blakenham Village Hall  7:30 pm 

 

Thursday 29th May  Chip Run – Reggies, Gt. Clacton 

 

Sunday 1st June  Breakfast Run – Hollywood Legends, 

            Swaffham 

 

Monday 16th June Group Night – Members’ Natter Night 

 Gt. Blakenham Village Hall  7:30 pm 

 

Thursday 19th June  Roadcraft Theory Night 

 Gt. Blakenham Village Hall  7:30 pm 

 

Membership Fees for 2008 
 

Full Member £15.00  (£18.00 in 2009) 

Associate £109 - Skills for Life 

(25 years and under Skills for Life discount £20) 

Includes the current issue of “Pass your Advanced Motorcycle Test” and your 

IAM Test fee for new members 

Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00 

 

Friend of the Group £6.00 

For friend or colleague of a group member.  The Newsletter is not included in 

this price 

 

Joint Full Members £18.00  (£21.00 in 2009) 

Membership entitles you to 1 Newsletter per couple and to attend monthly 

Group meetings which will encompass both riding and safety techniques, 

speaker on interesting and varied subject, Group rides at weekends and 

evenings and the fellowship of like-minded people. 

Please support us by renewing and helping the Group to flourish in the cause of 

safer motorcycling. 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


