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The cover picture is from Nick Braley and was taken last year in the Picos 

mountains, Spain. Mike Roberts did the digital editing. 

 

 

 

 

 
Picture sent in by Eric Aldridge 

Honda Gold Wing 

Harley Davidson. 

Phuket  

Write up on page 19 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
And  



The SAM Observer May 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 3 

 your Committee 

No Calls After 21:00 Please 

Officers 
Chairman    Martin Drury   07595 277831 

Vice Chairman   Dean Harris    07956 339112 

Secretary    Eric Aldridge   07984 022646 

Treasurer    Bryan Duncan   07879 654122 
 

Committee Members 
Chief Observer   Paul Ballard    07850 715063 

Caring SAM   Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Charity Co-ordinator  Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Events    Rob Baker      07710 537844 

Publicity Co-ordinator  Glyn Hill    07986 319163 

Publicity    Dean Harris    07956 339112 

Publicity    Trevor Read    07525 724002 

Ride Leader    Richard Ockelton   07872 925532 

Webmaster    Mike Roberts   01473 718915 

Communications   Les Smith     07792 273334 

Magazine Editor   Felix Oliver    07712 649860 
 

Committee Support Members 
Membership Secretary  Dave Franklin   07801 688639 

Associate Co-ordinator  Graham Parker   07905 468995 

Admin Support   Sara Hale    01359 241552 

Buddy Co-ordinator   Vicky Smith    01255 830352 
 

National Observers 
Mike Roberts 01473 718915  Richard Ockelton   07872 925532 

Kevin Brendish 07854 494041  Matthew Barker  07931 700725 

Geoff Scott  07983 939998 André Castle  07730 526674 

Paul Newman 01473 620450 Ruth Acworth  07783 007100 

Paul Ballard  07850 715063   Tony Chyc   01206 231782 

Derek Barker 01473 327555 
 

Local Observers 
Steve Gocher 01473 430643 John Rudland  07740 874300 

Dean Harris  07956 339112 Rob Baker     07710 537844 

Phil Sayer   07990 565451 Glyn Hill   07986 319163 

Terry Fellowes  07870 764187 Graham Parker  07905 468995 

Ian Bishop  07775 920661 Nick Braley   07990 734581 

Steve Bingham 07971 075424 
 

I.A.M. Examiner 

Ian Maxwell    0 7974 941545        Neale McConnell            07899 714136                                                                          



The SAM Observer May 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 4 

Contents 
 

Picture from Phuket    by Eric Aldridge       2 

Committee               4 

Chairman’s Chat    by Martin Drury       5 

Latest Associates             6 

Copdock Motorcycle Show 2020  by Ady Smith       7 

Mallorca day trip    by Les Smith       9 

SAM Theory Evening    by Paul Ballard     12 

Virtual Riding     by Mike Roberts     13 

SAM’s Breakfast Run    CANCELLED     15 

Thursday Chip      CANCELLED     15 

Whales?      by Eric Aldridge     15 

Ride Co-Ordinator and leaders  by Sara Hale     18 

Bavaria by Bike or ?    by Eric Aldridge     19 

Lockdown List     by Dave Franklin    26 

Debenham Lockdown Bike Meet  by Alan & Coral Moreton   29 

Editorial      by Editor      31 

GT550       by Editor      33 

Advertise Here     by Committee     34 

Members Information    by Mike Roberts     35 

SAM Dates for your Diary          36 

GTR1000 with a few locals   by Editor      36 

Winning Cuppa     by Alan & Coral Moreton   39 

Our Venue             40 
 

next Issue 
Closing date for copy – Monday after club night.  Send via e-mail or on a USB 

memory stick (which will be returned) or even hand-written, not a problem. The 

Editor reserves the right to edit, amend or omit as he feels fit. 
 

 
WEBSITE ADDRESS 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 

All Official Correspondence to:  
 
 

 

The Secretary, Eric Aldridge,  



The SAM Observer May 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 5 

Chairman’s Chat 
 

Hello everyone and welcome to the only SAM 

club benefit currently on offer, –  our monthly 

magazine!  

 

For the second month running the only topic on 

most peoples mind is the Covid 19 virus and the 

lockdown – you may have heard something about 

it on the news!! 

 

I’d like to be able to talk about some motorcycling 

activities but unfortunately that would leave me 

with nothing much to say. ‘That’s not such a bad 

thing’ I can hear some of you saying, but it won’t 

fill these blank pages up. So on we go with the 

consequences of the virus. 

 

We received the disappointing but understandable news in April from CCMC 

that the Copdock Motorcycle Show has been cancelled for this year due to 

planning uncertainties caused by the virus. This follows a poorly attended show 

last year due to the persistent and heavy rain. As you know SAM usually receives 

a generous donation from CCMC for organising the motorcycle parking for the 

show, so our income will be down for a second year. Let’s hope for a bumper 

show in 2021! 

 

Regarding SAM club activities, opinions seem to be divided as to when we might 

be able to get some aspects going again. The optimists say next month while the 

pessimists say next year. But none of us really know. I can see the possibility, if 

government guidelines allow, of us getting our associates back out on the road 

with some observed rides, but I’m doubtful at the moment of any prospect of a 

club night or a breakfast run taking place for quite a while, at least not in the 

manner to which we’ve become accustomed. 

 

So, what have you been doing to preserve your sanity during the lockdown, or 

have you cracked? Our esteemed treasurer Bryan has confessed to sitting on his 

bike in the garage making Brrrm Brrrm noises, whereas our equally esteemed 

secretary Eric (or Erica to some) tells me he has got as far as pushing his bike up 

the drive, presumably for a breath of fresh air, before then pushing it back into 
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the garage again and locking it up. Am I the only sane one on the committee? 

(Answers, if you must, on a postcard to the Editor please). 

 

For my part, I’ve put the front end back on my H2 SX. Don’t you just hate it 

when you think you’ve finished but there are two quick rivets left in your parts 

box? I could see where they should have gone when I looked at the manual, but 

couldn’t see the rivet holes on the bike. The problem was that I was looking at a 

two dimensional picture in the manual whereas I actually have a three 

dimensional bike – the rivet holes were in reality set much further back than they 

appeared in the picture – but all sorted now. 

 

I got accepted onto the NHS/RVS volunteer scheme in early April, hoping to be 

able to deliver some medical supplies or prescriptions. I’ve clocked up over 250 

hours of ‘on duty’ time so far but with no hint of a call out. I’m not sure what’s 

going on there. 

 

I saw in the IAM newsletter for club officials that three other IAM groups have 

started their own volunteer scheme in conjunction with local doctor’s surgeries 

and pharmacies – it’s called ‘Pharmabike’. We have got the operating template 

for the Committee to have a look at to see if it’s viable for SAM to do something 

similar – watch this space as they say. 

 

Well that’s it for this month’s chat. I believe another article has flooded in to 

keep you amused – but we really do need more! 

 

Best regards and stay safe. 

 

Martin 
 

 

New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Mick Stokes   Daniel Gould   James Girling 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
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Copdock Motorcycle 
Show 2020 

 

It is with great reluctance that we have to announce the cancellation of the 2020 

Copdock Motorcycle Show. 

 

This year’s Show would have been our 29th; this will now take place on Sunday 

3rd October 2021. 

 

An event such as the Copdock Show takes many months to organise. This 

involves numerous meetings during the year; meetings which cannot take place 

during the current crisis. 

 

Also the Show is not organised by a large corporation; we are a small group of 

volunteers and as such we cannot afford to lose the costs involved in Show 

organisation should we have to cancel at a later date. Such a scenario would put 

the Copdock Club in a very vulnerable position. 

 

Therefore, to safeguard the future of the Copdock Motorcycle Show we have had 

to take the hard decision to cancel it for this year. 

 

If restrictions are lifted and time permits, we will endeavour to organise a ride 

out of some description on the Sunday 4
th

 October to keep the date in the diary. 

 

We are sorry for the disappointment that we know this will cause but hope you 

understand the reasoning behind our decision. 

 

We hope for your continued support in the future and we look forward to seeing 

you all in 2021 

 

Ady Smith 

 

Chairman Copdock Classic Motorcycle Club 
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Mallorca Day Trip 
June 2019 

 

Here we are at the end of April 2020 – with the sun shining – and our bikes 

locked away while we are all in lockdown – so all we can do is dream of biking, 

and think back to some enjoyable trips in the past. 

 

At the moment we seem to have a dearth of articles for the SAM magazine, 

especially as none of us are doing anything new, but many of us have plenty of 

time on our hands, so perhaps this is a good time to write an article about 

something from the past. 

 

Answering Felix’s appeal for some content, I cast my mind back to last summer, 

and a pleasant weeks holiday in sunny Mallorca, perhaps best known for sandy 

beaches and holidays soaking up the sun, neither of which especially appeal to 

me – given that my skin burns far too easily, and I have an aversion to sand. 

 

While in Mallorca I managed to fit in some much-needed cycle training for Ride 

London (100 Miles) which I completed in July of last year, and experienced 

some of the fantastic roads close to Palma – but the idea of adding an engine to 

the bike really appealed. 

 

Fortunately for me, my wife’s son lives in Palma, and is the proud owner of a 

shiny Triumph Bonneville T100, which he offered me the use of for a day when 

he did not need it – having sensibly packed some biking kit for just this 

eventuality, and with a couple of borrowed helmets, my wife and I set off the 

explore a bit more of the Island – with of course some first-hand suggestions of 

where to go. 

 

Setting off from Palma, we took the Ma-1 Motorway along the coast for a few 

miles, to get to Peguera, where we picked up the Ma-1A to link up to the Ma-

1020 and the start of the interesting bits tarmac that had been recommended. 

 

We followed a route taking in Port d’Andratx, a short trip along the Ma-1 to 

Andratx to link up to the Ma-10 up and over the Coll de Sa Gramola and along 

the coast road to Banyalbufar, one of the nicest rides I have been on for a while, 

with great roads, plenty of corners and very little traffic – not to mention great 

scenery. 
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From Banyalbufar the road heads back inland – and up into the hills for some 

hairpins, sweeping corners and more amazing scenery – just stay on the Ma-10 

and follow your nose until you get to Soller – from where a short ride down the 

Ma-11 brings you to the picturesque Port de Soller – good stop for an Ice Cream 

– although parking can be an issue. Fortunately, I had packed my Safesac, so we 

packed the gear away and locked it onto the bike to take a short walk down to the 

port. 

 

By the time we had finished (a rather 

large) ice cream and made our way back 

to the bike the time was getting on – so 

we had to head back to Palma along the 

Ma-11, which is a pretty straight main 

road back to town, but it hides a (pretty 

well known) secret along the way – 

which is the Ma-11A the original road 

to Palma – which goes over the Coll de 

Soller – the new road goes through a 

tunnel under the hill. 

 

As we approached, I asked my wife if 

we should go through the tunnel, or over 

the top – she fortunately left the 

decision to me – so of course we went 

over the top. 

 

This has to rate as one of the most 

technically challenging roads I have had 

the pleasure of riding, 7.4 km of 

climbing, up a narrow road, with about 

30 sharp hairpins to negotiate on the 

way up – amazing views from the top, 

and then 5 km round another bunch of 

hairpins on the way down the other side 

– what more could you ask for on 2 

wheels. 

 

Once we rejoined the Ma-11 it was a pretty simple ride back to Palma, where I 

(with much regret) had to hand the Bonneville back to its rightful owner. 
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If you are ever 

planning (or we 

are allowed to 

travel again) a 

holiday in 

Mallorca, make 

sure you include a 

day or 2 biking, 

there are a few 

decent motorbike 

hire shops on the 

Island – it is 

definitely worth it. 

 

Les Smith  
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SAM Theory Evenings 

 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly after Group Nights, 

SAM holds its monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list 

of important rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively 

banter all aimed at improving your ride based on the 

information in the Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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VIRTUAL RIDING 
BIKING ONLINE 

 

I hope you are all keeping safe and well during these unprecedented times. I 

expect many of you, like me, are missing getting out on your bike, other than for 

work or essential journeys. If you’re fed up being stuck indoors, binge watching 

box sets on Netflix etc., you may like to watch some Advanced Riding content 

instead. 

On my personal YouTube channel I’ve a selection of videos related to advanced 

motorcycle riding. Some are on specific topics, while others are longer rides with 

commentary (by a country yokel  ). Hopefully, you can either use these as part 

of your personal improvement for the IAM test, or as a refresher if you are 

already a full member. 

Here’s the link. https://tinyurl.com/mikerobertsonyoutube 

The main page has a selection of play-lists of related videos, or if you click on 

the Video tab, you can see all the videos and pick one or more to watch. 

One point to remember when watching any online footage: When I started on my 

Advanced Riding journey, Bob Gosden, one of our past examiners, told me 

“There’s no such thing as the perfect ride”. That’s still true for everyone, and I 

expect some of you have had that same gem passed down by your Observer. 

Please feel free to add relevant comments, or questions, on YouTube and I will 

try to answer them promptly. If you don’t have an account, you can always drop 

me an email. (mike.j.roberts at btinternet.com) 
 

Mike Roberts 
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BREAKFAST RUN 
 

Cancelled until further notice 
 

 

Thursdays Chips  
 

Cancelled until further notice 
 

 
Whale by Eric Aldridge 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

 
 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 Ride Leader, Richard Ockelton 
 

 Robert Baker    Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Karl Grimwade 

 Dave Frankin    Glyn Hill    Dean Harris    Trevor Read 

 David Wood 
 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Chris Bond  Roy Cribb 

 Martin Drury    Alex Jones    Nigel Pye    Tim Wash 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Bavaria by bike 
or around New Zealand 

by car 
 

I was ready to write an epic tale this week when a group with some SAM 

members had planned a trip to Bavaria. I’ll say no more about the cause of the 

postponement but fingers crossed for another trip planned in September to the 

Somme or even to the re timed April 2021 trip to Bavaria. Right now we would 

all get excited about a run to Jack’s Cafe (other tea shops may be available) or 

anywhere. 

 

However, as there are a lack of bike rides to report to date this year I thought we 

could fill a few blank pages in the magazine with a non-riding trip taken before 

the ‘lock down’ (is this a permanent security system for our bikes). So those 

readers looking for a two-wheeled thriller…...move on. 

 

In February 2019 we (my sweet young thing and I) took a trip around a bit of 

Australia starting in Perth, initially heading north and then across to Sydney, 

Uluru, Melbourne and Adelaide. You may recall the devastating fires that 

followed in the same locations (and others) later last year. It was lucky for us that 

we made the trip then and not this year. (I could relate several similar 

occurrences following our visits to various countries in the past). 

 

So this year in February/March we planned a trip to: Singapore (last visited 15 

years ago), New Zealand’s South Island (we went to the North Island 13 years 

ago to see our first (of 6) grandchild) and then onto Phuket, Thailand. A four 

week trip. 

 

First stop was Senatosa, Island, off Singapore. This was an idyllic, quiet sandy 

island in 2005 joined to the mainland by a cable car or road bridge. Now from 

our hotel we could see the huge roller coaster.  Alongside – out of view- was 

Universal Studios in a shopping mall with various theme parks alongside the 

beach and hotel complexes. There was still the small chain bridge to a small 

island for the most southern most point of Asia as in 2005. 

 

On the mainland the touristy bits including the Singapore Botanical Gardens, 

Raffles Hotel and the Merlion,- spouting the spray into Marina Bay, were all still 
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there to see but now there was also a massive park with steel fountains and 

illuminated plastic eggs set around an impressive selection of gardens with forest 

walkways. The city can now be viewed from the public roof terrace of the 80 or 

so storey high office/mall/hotel adjacent. Having said that it is still a thriving 

country with a friendly 5.6 million English speaking people in one of the cleanest 

places we have ever visited whilst basking in the 35-40ºC heat albeit with a fairly 

high humidity. 

 

We then flew to Christchurch, South Island, New Zealand. The city still shows 

plenty of signs of the devastating earthquake in 2010 and again in 2011 with, for 

example, the replacement cardboard cathedral operating whilst the original is 

restored to its former glory. New buildings have been completed with many more 

progressing. The climate is similar to the UK- changeable and it was coats and 

umbrellas at the ready. 

 

The next day we collected our hire car and headed north to Kaikora. This is the 

whale watching centre boasting regular sightings of whales and seals throughout 

the year. Our whale watching boat trip was canceled due to excessive sea swell 

(that meant the whales were not easy to spot between waves particularly whilst 

passengers were not feeling so good). However, we were offered a flight from the 

nearby airstrip to try to spot the whales from the air. The air space over this part 

of the Pacific was ‘full’ of small aircraft and helicopters all searching. 

Fortunately, one whale was spotted but inevitably every flying machine in the 

vicinity was hovering and buzzing in the same restricted area. There is a height 

limit restriction and several safety rules that apply to the operators to protect the 

mammals. The whales stay on the surface for some 15 minutes before diving for 

40 minutes before resurfacing. I managed a shaky video of the whale diving 

hoping for one of the iconic pictures of the whales vertical tail we all craved. 
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Next day we continued north around the coast to Nelson stopping at various 

sights on the way including a view across to the North Island. 

 

The island has plenty of national park areas with mountains and varied 

countryside whilst the spectacular coastal drives offer dramatic cliffs and the 

‘fjords’ at for instance Malborough and Milford Sounds.  We stayed at Nelson for 

a few days to look around and took a drive to Cape Farewell the islands mostly 

northerly point. 

 

Then we started heading across the mountain area down the west coast to 

Greymouth before moving on to Franz Josef the glacial area. En-route we took 

the opportunity to traverse Arthurs Pass, an east-west route across the island 

through the mountains. The rain in this region is infamous and it didn’t let us 

down with roads washed away and hundreds of waterfalls each side of the gorge 

as the heavens opened. 

 

The South Island is renowned for it’s gold mines in the 1850’s. Many monuments 

and relics of the mining era that continued into the 1900’s are scattered all over 

the island. There is still a large Chinese population throughout the island from 

those initial migrant workers. The hiking routes litter the island with ‘tramps’ 

lasting several days along mule train and mining routes. 

 

 
 

At Franz Josef we had a lovely hotel with a balcony overlooking spectacular 

snow covered mountains. The plan was a helicopter flight onto the adjacent 

mountain Fox Glacier. The rain was pouring down the next day so the 10am and 

revised booking at 3pm were both canceled. By the evening the rain stopped and 

sun shone so we could appreciate our view. We’re booked a flight at 8am the next 

day when we took off in a cloudless sky to wander around in the snow covered 

glacier in brilliant sunshine (2ºC). The pilot explained that during the Aussie fires 
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the area had a covering of yellow ash on the snow. This was confirmed when the 

overnight snow dusting was scraped back a 150 millimetres hole to expose the 

yellow film. The glacier was an amazing sight we were fortunate to experience as 

many flights had been cancelled this year due to weather. 

 

Later that morning we moved on to the lake area around Queenstown. This is a 

lovely city and the adventure capital for the energetic and those with suicidal 

tendencies for bungee jumping etc. We managed the cable car and chair lift up 

the mountain to take a ‘gondola’ (a one seater sledge or large tea tray on paved 

dry slopes) down a steep, bumpy, winding track back to the cable car. That was 

enough uncontrolled excitement for me. Plenty to see and walk around in the 

area including a drive to Glenorchy beside Lake Wakatipu and more views of 

snow-capped mountains. 

 

After a few days we continued south to Te 

Anau in the lakes. This is the place to stay 

before a visit to Milford Sound. There are 

normally a million visitors to the area each 

year and a 2½hr drive to get there. 

However, the recent torrential rains had 

washed out the roads with landslides and 

major flooding. To repair them the roads 

were closed to all traffic except convoys of 

100+ coaches that were allowed access 

twice a day. Our coach trip had a sunny dry 

start to view a few picturesque spots along 

the route but by the time we hit the queue 

at the barrier the rain had started. When we 

boarded the cruise boat at Milford Sound it 

had turned into torrential rain. There were 

thousands of waterfalls giving a quite 

spectacular demonstration of why there 

was a massive estuary with steep gorges 

leading to the Tasman Sea.. They fell over 

1600m down the granite slopes to the lake 

in a virtually vertical river and spray. 

Unfortunately, the photos were generally 

crap and I lost count the number of times I 

wiped the lens and trying to take a view. 

Needless to say by the time we returned to 

Te Anau the sun was shining. 
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Next day we drove across the southern end of the island to Dunedin. This was 

another beautiful mountainous area. Dunedin itself had plenty to offer with 

albatross sanctuaries, seals and penguins besides a lively (student) town with 

Scottish heritage (including a Robert Burns statue). There were plenty of 

Victorian buildings to view, with several breweries besides the Otago peninsula 

with its other wild life. 

 

Our final leg back to Christchurch was along the west coast again stopping at 

various towns along the route (for a cycle race at Oamaru) and the  Moeraki 

Boulders-large rounded 2-3m rocks scattered on the beach. 

 

From Christchurch we flew to Phuket (via Singapore) and stayed at Cape Panwa 

in the south for a bit of a rest before returning to the UK. 

 

The tourist trade was estimated by the Kiwis to be about 30% down because the 

Chinese were in Covid-19 lock down. This made our traveling and tourist spots 

less crowded. There had been only 40 cases of Covid 19 in Singapore when we 

left and only a few in NZ. When we arrived home we self isolated for 2 weeks 

and that is where we have been ever since. 

 

I have compiled the photo book from 2500 photos and is currently on order. 

 

Eric Aldridge 

 

 
Street Market going to work. Phuket 



The SAM Observer May 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 24 

 
Harley Davidson & Gold wing in Phuket 
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Lock Down List 
 

If, like many, you have more time on your hands, you will have a list. Still 

working, maybe a key worker (thank you), a shorter list. So… 

 

What’s on yours? 

 

Clean (Service) bike, motorcycle clothing… no not that list, the list of jobs you 

have been putting off for a long time, yes, that one. Decorate the house, fix the 

garden fence, repair the lawnmower, wash the windows etc… 

 

OK only joking those jobs can still wait, can’t they? 

 

So obviously the most important job.   Clean that motorcycle, with cotton 

buds/toothbrush (delete as appropriate). Let’s get those panels off for that deep 

clean. Be careful not to lose any fiddly bits, screws, nuts, clips etc. Clean and 

polish, using every ‘essential 

product’ you have acquired 

over the years, until you 

really can see your face in it. 

Reassemble your pride and 

joy. No bits left over, (start 

again if required). Put bike 

back in garage/shed, hook up 

to battery charger, admire 

your labours, and lock safely 

away until the next time. 

Coffee and Bacon sandwich 

time. Lovely. 

 

Your riding gear needs some 

of that love and attention too. 

 Find the care label, yes 

it should have one. Follow 

those instructions and… 

wow, good as new. All I had 

to do was watch it go around 

and around in the washing 

machine. 
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Marvellous invention, a washing machine. and to admire my handywork whilst it 

was drip drying on the washing line. If required fight (yes fight and use rude 

words if required) the body armour etc back in. Coffee and cake time. Great job. 

 

Don’t forget your crash helmet. Carefully remove lining and wash. Clean the 

helmet/visor using due care and attention. Re-assemble (some more rude words 

as required). More coffee. Pat on the back. 

 

What’s next?   How about some light reading, no not the Beano (are you 

old enough?) or MCN etc. When did you last look at…? ‘IAM Roadsmart’, 

‘Motorcycle Roadcraft’ or even ‘The Highway code’? Potentially not been 

looked at for several months or even years. Well now is your chance to remind 

yourself why you joined the IAM and SAM, and to refresh your knowledge of 

the ‘Highway code’. 

 

Put the kettle on, or open a can of beer, bottle of wine (well you’re not riding are 

you!), sit in the sunshine and refresh your memory. IPSGA, TUG, POWDERS, 

what is the ‘road sign for a level crossing with no barrier’….. 

 

Next!  Is your insurance, MoT, Road tax or Service due?  

Time to check, and maybe dust the computer off to get a better insurance quote. 

Don’t forget to go to the IAM website, or call them, I did and saved plenty on my 

insurance (with better cover). 

 

Don’t forget.  Your membership to SAM, and the IAM. You hopefully 

renewed your SAM membership back in those ‘Pre lock down days’ otherwise 

you would not be reading your SAM magazine now.  

 

But what did you do with that renewal letter and new membership card from the 

IAM? Stuffed the card in your wallet, lost it in the ‘important draw’. Well don’t 

forget that you have to pay the renewal fee otherwise your membership expires 

along with the benefits; like that better insurance quote (see above), discounted 

shopping etc.  

 

More importantly, if your membership to the IAM expires, you also could lose 

your membership to your wonderful local group; SAM.  

 

List completed, never.   Drink more coffee, cook some extra bacon, 

make a different cake, finesh anover bootlee ov wynee (hic), take some exercise, 

start list again, but most importantly… 
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Stay Safe 

 

Please note that this list is by no means, meant to be definitive. Items can be 

added or removed, the order amended, at any time. Time taken to complete is 

still under governmental review. 

 

Dave Franklin 

Membership Secretary. 
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Debenham Lock-down 
Bike meet 

 

By this time of year Coral and I would have been to a number of Classic car, 

caravan and bike rallies and meets plus the local weekly bike evenings.  

Unfortunately due to obvious reasons, the bikes and Motor-caravan have hardly 

been off the drive. 

 

So we decided to follow up my Runner up prize at last year’s Copdock show 

with my Cafe Racer style Suzuki GT380,  by having my own “COVID STOLE 

MY 2020 RALLIES - Bike show this year, - on our driveway!  

 

We had a few puzzled looks, at first, but most people joined in with the fun of the 

occasion, and stopped to have a chat (at a safe distance of course). 

 

We have met more neighbours these past few months than we have in the 

previous 37 years!  And lots of them have fond memories of their biking days. 

 

Although I don’t do the shows for the glory, it is nice to win a prize or two, so 

you can imagine I was thrilled when I won First, Second and Third at this years 

show.  The judge was slightly biased (Coral), and the prize was a cuppa and a bit 

of chocolate cake. 

 

I thought some of you would like to see what you missed! Picture on 39 

 

Stay Safe – and this time I don’t mean on the roads (although that applies too). 

 

Alan and Coral Moreton 
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Editorial 
 
  

All I can say is Blimey…..  

 

My daughter works at 

Addenbrookes Hospital and when 

she came home from a night shift 

she had brought home by accident a 

key that was needed, Someone had 

to take it back…. Bike or Car  

guess which one won… doubled my 

this year’s mileage  
 

Car engine in back together, in car 

and runs, I must admit I did think I would have a few problems with it but no….  

 

As we are all in lockdown perhaps you would dive in your pc’s and fish out a 

few past articles or write something from your last trip. Thank you.  

 

Here is my trip I did a few years ago  August 2004, on my first bike, a GT550.  

 

Every year my wife Jean and the children go to stay for a month or so with her 

Parents near Inverness, North Scotland, ( they have now moved next door to us. ) 

I drive them up at the weekend, normally takes about 12 hours on a good run. 

Then I have to get back down to Sudbury, Suffolk to work the next day. So I 

have, in the past,  driven, flown and trained Then try to get back up for a short 

break before loading the family in the car and coming home in time for the 

beginning of term. 

 

This year (2004) as I have now got my 

‘A ‘test and now have a 1984, GT550 

G1, well I don’t need to say anymore, 

I modified one of my trailer to carry 

the bike and of we set, Saturday the 

24th July 
 

( sorry about the picture quality, This 

was taken with one of the first camera 

phones) 
 

Well this trip up took us 13.5 hours 

and was a long run, held up in 4 traffic 
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jams, we go A14, A1(M), M62, M6, M 74, M80, A9. 630 miles door to door.  

 

I Love going up there as it is cooler and the air smells much fresher, well Sunday 

morning we unloaded the bike and I togged up and off I set.  

 

I finally got going at 10am And whizzed off down the A9. Nice dry roads, I 

haven't been biking very long and the longest trip I have done is 30mile round 

trip. And I found that most of the cars pull over to give me a bit more room to 

whiz past,  

 

Before I had a big bike I had a moped that would do 50mph and I whizzed from 

La Rochelle in France to Genova in Italy to collect our car. Threw the moped in 

the boot and drove back. There I found that all bikes waved and said “hello” to 

one another, and I found this in Scotland the bikes are more friendly that down in 

the south, 

  

Well I whizzed down to Edinburgh, Missed my road and went round a 

roundabout twice and ended up humming “here we go round the mulberry bush” 

down the A68 and A697. 

 

So I found a place for lunch.  

 

From there I went down the A19 to 

York, and came to a police block, “Oh 

what's happened now“, so had to skirt 

my way round and on the by-pass to 

join the A15 to Peterborough, as it 

was getting late I then joined the A1 

A14 and whizzed home getting back 

at about 10.30ish.  

 

Well it was a good run and I enjoyed the trip. 620miles back, I now see why 

other bikers pull my leg about my bike being a dinosaur !!!  Kawakasoararse!!! 

 

I had to stop 4 times for petrol and to clean my visor as every fly from Inverness 

to Sudbury seemed to want to park on it, including a moth that blocked out the 

left eye!!! 

 

Mad I hear you cry?? Well tomorrow Saturday 7 August I am going back up to 

Inverness for my week off. Hopefully leaving at 5ish. Taking the motorway till I 
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get north of Manchester then whiz my way on the 

back roads to Glasgow and then up the A82, though 

the Glen Coe valley, A lovely scenic route. 

 

Load up the family, dog, bike and thunder back down. 

 

Happy and safe biking, 
 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. 

IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….  

GT550, Taken a few years ago (2006)  
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Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 

 



The SAM Observer May 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 35 

MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

All events and ride out have been cancelled 
until further notice. 

 
 

 

Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 
 
 

 

 
 

A Nice picture of a GTR1000 and a few locals 
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Social Rides 
 

Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 

 No more than 5 in a group. 

 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of the 

above. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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  Mud  
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Winning cuppa   
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