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The cover photo was submitted by Glyn Hill and is of his Suzuki V Strom 1000 

with the Menai Suspension Bridge in the back ground. Mike Roberts did the 

cover picture editing and graphical work. 

 

 
Steve & Debs at the Copdock Fun Run 
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Chairman's 
Chat 

A very warm welcome to the November 

edition of the SAM Observer. 

 

It's always heart-warming to hear of one of 

our members achieving the standard required 

of an Advanced Rider on their test and then 

presenting them with their certificate and 

letter on group night.  Last month's group 

night is worthy of a special mention though, 

being a first for me, having presented 10 

certificates & letters!  I'm proud for everyone 

that is working towards or has passed their test recently.  One of last month's 

worthy recipients was none other than, our very own Trevor Read!  It's been a 

long time coming Trevor but I knew you could do it and have to say you've done 

yourself proud by achieving a F1RST to boot!  If you haven't already done so, 

please join me in congratulating Trevor and his Observers', Simon Phillips & 

Geoff Scott. 

 

For a complete list of who's passed their test and their Observer(s) see the IAM 

Test Passes on the SAM website: 

 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/sam-test-passes.html 

 

This round of passes brought the year's total to 28.  I've just received news, at the 

time of writing, of a further two passes bringing the total up to 30, which is 

astounding.  With a little under two months of the year remaining, who knows 

what this year's final tally will be?  Will we exceed the previous highest number 

of passes in a year, of 35, in 2012? 

 

This level of success is down to the generosity of everyone that contributes their 

time and effort, voluntarily, to the running of the group of which I'm proud to be 

Chairman. 

 

A big Well Done and Thank You to you all, from me. 
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A big thank you to Mick Croome from Speed 

Skills for his fascinating insight into the work 

and his time in the Police force as a member of 

the Special Escort Group (SEG) at last month's 

group night.  There was a great deal of interest 

at group night, after Mick's presentation, by 

way of a show of hands for those that were 

interested in travelling to Herefordshire to take 

part in one of Mick's driving experience Speed 

Skills days.  Keep a look out in future editions 

for details of event dates / times, costs, and 

how to reserve your place.  I for one shall be at 

the front of the queue and can't wait to learn the 

techniques and have a go at the J and Y turns! 

 

http://www.speedskills.net 

 

This month's guest speaker is Rhys 

Lawrey, global motorcycle adventurer 

and Guinness World record holder, 

who'd previously planned to visit us in 

September but suffered a wheel 

bearing failure on his way to us and 

had to postpone. 

 

https://www.2mororider.com/ 

 

As well as Rhys we're also going to 

show our appreciation to another 

distinguished guest; Kevin Stark, 

having recently retired from his role as our local IAM Examiner after 10 years of 

service.  In addition we're also going to be joined by the Mayor of Ipswich, 

Councillor Sarah Barber and her Consort, Mr Luke Barber who is himself a 

motorcyclist. 

 

I look forward to being there and to meeting our distinguished guests. 

 
 

Cheers     

  Steve 
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 New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Alexander Jones   Tom Moriarty   Geoff Thorington 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Ashton Dyson    his Observer was  Julian Harvey 

Tom Green    his Observer was  Dean Harris 

Andrea Williams   her Observer was  Paul Spalding 

Jason Lambourne   his Observer was  Geoff Scott 

Peter Stead    his Observer was  Geoff Scott 

Eric Aldridge    his Observer was  Phil Sayer 

When you pass your advanced test please let 

Karl Hale or Susan Smith know. 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly after Group Nights, 

SAM holds its monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list 

of important rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively 

banter all aimed at improving your ride based on the 

information in the Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & PositioningCornering 

  Gears & Acceleration 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the 

session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Karl Hale,       SAM Chief Observer 
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Speedway Track Days 
 

I've always considered myself very lucky to have my brothers to socialise with 

and even more fortunate that we all ride motorcycles together . 
 

We've had a couple of great trips away in Belgium & France to visit the WW1 

cemetery's which were incredibly humbling & breath-taking at the same time 

with Tyne Cot Cemetery & the Menin Gate being particularly moving . 
 

Our next trip was to the Ingleton area of Yorkshire with its fantastic bike roads 

and incredible scenery. 
 

We spent a great deal of that holiday trying to control David who had taken an 

unhealthy interest in the local sheep. Unfortunately I can't elaborate on that for 

obvious legal reasons 
 

Last year we were looking for something different to try so myself and the boys, 

David, Kevin, Chris & Mark decided to try our hand at a speedway track day. 

Having been a speedway fan and follower for many years I convinced the boys it 

would be a piece of P***, all you have to do is twist the throttle and turn left.. 

After much deliberation, a 5 minute conversation if my memory serves me right 

we decided on a Ride and Skid it experience based in Buxton Derbyshire which 

one of us had stumbled on while surfing that tinternet thing the youngsters all use  
 

I'm not 100 % sure why we decided on this venue, it may have been the fact it 

was very much aimed at beginners with 125cc bikes as standard, it was also very 

reasonably priced at around £75 all in, so even if we didn't like it what have we 

lost ( actually 2 days off work ) but more about that later. It was a four hundred 

mile trip on our bikes for around four hours each way through some lovely 

countryside. 
 

The following week we had a little ride out to the Sizewell cafe where we 

normally take bets on how much of his bacon and egg sandwich Mark actually 

eats and how much he'll spill, well true to form he didn't disappoint with a nice 

yoke coloured hi vis dribble right down the middle of his new jacket. 
 

Can't take him anywhere , especially not Saxted on a chiefs challenge , that was 

one very expensive mug Bruv, 

Anyway the general consensus at that meeting was 8 hours on a bike plus 4 hours 

on track coupled with the fact speedway is a very dangerous sport meant a bit of 

a rethink. 
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We also had an average age of 60 ( Kevin excluded from this one ) So there was 

a distinct possibility one or more of us may not be up to riding a motorcycle back 

from Derbyshire 
 

So decision made, we decided to go up in two cars with an overnight stay, also 

our numbers had grown with Chris's son Ashley deciding a day out with the 

Darby and Jones club might be quite entertaining. 
 

The day itself was a real eye opener for all of us, speedway bikes are very 

agricultural and are basically a frame with a high torque single cylinder engine, 

one gear, no brakes ,no rear suspension, tiny seat, & only one offside foot peg. 
 

For anyone unfamiliar with speedway the track itself consists of a compacted 

base layer with loose gravel/ shale chippings on top. Try Telling anyone who 

rides a road bike to dive into a corner which is covered in loose gravel then tip 

the bike over and grab a handful of throttle they'd think you were mad so the first 

big challenge was to forget everything you'd practice on a road bike . 
 

We also found to our cost that you need quite a high level of fitness for this sport 

with the left leg especially coming in for some punishment 
 

That said we all had a good day with no injuries and varying success at kicking 

the back wheel out during our time on track. The day was well organised giving 

everyone involved plenty of tuition, encouragement & track time 
 

Now I'm happy to admit I'm not the fittest in our little group, Kevin 

affectionately calls me the Salad dodger, I know, a bit harsh but fair so I was 

expecting to be a little sore the next day but as I touched on earlier about the loss 

of work time I think that night while I was asleep someone must have stretched 

my left leg behind my neck then beat it with an blunt object because the next 

morning it felt as though my left leg, specifically the inner left thigh was on fire. 
 

That translated into a strange inability to walk in a straight line or climb steps for 

three days. (And two days off work) 

I soon had the smile put back on my face though, when I learnt all my bros where 

also suffering the same fate, funny how you can take pleasure in someone else's 

pain. 
 

It’s fair to say Some of us enjoyed the experience more than others with David 

harping on about how we should have done the off road day riding some German 

tractors aka BMW 1200 GS's .Myself and Kevin really got the bug with Chris 
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and Mark somewhere in the middle. Ashley having nearly run all of us over 

while we stood on the centre green was red carded from any future events. 
 

Fast forward to September 2017 and myself and Kevin had booked in for a Ride 

and Slide Day at Mildenhall, home of the Fen tigers. The boys all came up to 

watch and offer their support and expert advice or more likely hoping to have a 

laugh at our expense. I'm pretty sure that's what brothers are for. Russ and his 

team from Ride and Slide were very well organised ,everything from the helmets 

down to the steel shoe all packed into individual bags waiting with our name tags 

on. 
 

The bikes looked immaculate with a mix of 125cc, 350cc & 500cc so something 

to suit everyone from a total beginner to the insane (Kev). As we'd previously 

ridden 125's & were almost professionals we decided to start on the 350's 
 

The track which was clearly beyond the control of Ride and Slide was a bit of a 

shock to say the least, it resembled a ploughed field having staged a stock car 

meeting the previous evening. 
 

An hour or two later & the efforts of several skilled track staff it started to 

resemble some sort of speedway track again. By now we had pretty persistent 

rain making the surface very slick with little loose material on top 
 

The ambulance had now taken pride of place on the centre green together with 

two paramedics, I think this was supposed to be reassuring but it kind of 

reinforced the danger involved in riding motorcycles with no brakes. 
 

Russ who owns and runs the track days told us in 105 meetings over several 

years this was by far the worst weather/ track conditions they had experienced & 

many seasoned pros wouldn't ride on the track in that condition so we were 

assuming it may be cancelled. 
 

It may sound like I'm making excuses but as it turned out the miserable 

conditions actually helped to get the back wheel spinning around the bends, The 

ice rink type surface obviously scrubbed some of the speed off but allowed most 

people on the day to experience the thrill of sliding a bike sideways at least once 

if only by accident. 
 

The feeling when you get the slide right is exhilarating. Throughout the day as a 

group we managed to bend 4 bikes, burn the clutches of another 5 with the 

organisers having a constant battle cleaning all the moving parts on the bikes as 

they were continually caked in wet shale 
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We also had one person hospitalised with a nasty hand injury, after an argument 

with the fence on his second lap of the day ,several other people parting company 

with their bikes during the day including myself. 
 

Apparently I pulled what they call a full locker which ended up with the back 

wheel overtaking the front wheel with me and the bike traveling backwards 

coming out of the forth bend , I'm not the sharpest tool in the box but even I had 

worked out something had gone badly wrong, so I pulled the lanyard cord and 

parted company with the bike, fortunately I only suffered a dented pride and a 

few bruises, Oh and Mark had caught it all on video and was happily sharing it 

with anyone who cared to look # brotherly love #payback time 
 

Kevin however went from strength to strength ending the day on a 500cc big boy 

and rode the wheels off it earning himself the well-deserved rider of the day . 
 

Throughout the whole day Russ and his many helpers offered advice as soon as 

you got off the bike explaining clearly what you needed to change on your next 

ride to improve your experience. At no point where you pushed to go beyond 

your comfort zone although to get the full experience you do at some point have 

to throw caution to the wind, man up and go for it, the rewards by far outweigh 

the fear. 
 

The teams passion for the sport and obvious enjoyment seeing everyone make 

improvements during the day was infectious. 
 

So if there are any budding speedway riders out there or if you just fancy having 

an amazing adrenaline rush this is definitely something to try . 

Both track days were fun but I'd recommend Rideandslidedayz because of the 

flexibility of bikes available and because they travel the country all summer so 

there will always be an event near you with Mildenhall, Kings Lynn & Rye 

House all within easy reach from Suffolk 
 

The team also take pictures all day which you're able to purchase for a tenner so 

a lovely keepsake to look back on. We're already planning to book for Kings 

Lynn next year so if anyone wants to join us ask myself or Kevin . 
 

Alternatively you can have a look at the website 
 

John Rudland 
 

For more information try this link http://www.speedwayridenslidedayz.com/ 
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Lone Riding. 
 

I was riding home from committee meeting the other month, it was just after 

10pm as I turned off the A14 onto the A1088 towards Norton, the road was very 

quiet and I began to think what would happen if I came off, if I and my bike 

ended up in a field or wood when would I be found? 

 

So I revisited looking at tech that could help out when lone riding and for such a 

situation. There are two different ways to go, specifically designed device or 

mobile apps. 

 

Firstly I looked at SPOT Gen 3  

(https://www.findmespot.eu/en/index.php?cid=100) this is a stand alone device 

that uses satellites not only for tracking but for communication and therefore 

does not rely on mobile phone 

signals. 

 

To use this device in the event of an 

emergency you need to active the 

SOS button this then communicates 

with an emergency control center 

who call emergency services in your 

area, it is a world wide system, and 

your listed contacts are called as 

well. 

 

The device has other functionality 

such as check in that sends a 

message to set contacts to let them 

know you are safe and a separate non 

emergency help function along with 

a tracking function. 

 

You have to buy the device as well as a subscription to each of the services you 

would like so it is not a cheap option and of course the one draw back of this 

device is the need to be conscious to activate it. 

 

So for a cheaper alternative I had a look at mobile device apps and found 

RealRider. (https://www.realrider.com/) This app has been developed to link in 
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direct via the BT 999 system and automatically activates in the event of a crash, 

it detects a crash by using the accelerometers on your device(phone) and then 

sends a message direct to an ambulance control center with your medical details 

and location. 

 

When activated you have time to cancel it before 

it calls 999 but if not then the process starts 

and the ambulance control center will attempt 

to call your mobile number, obviously if you 

can’t answer they will dispatch an ambulance 

to your location. 

 

This app also provides a tracking feature and 

the makers go to great lengths to stress that the 

app does not record any speed information and 

it only connects with the ambulance service 

not any other emergency service. 

 

Other features of this app include ride logging 

so you can record your route for future 

reference, this can now be done with or 

without crash detection enabled. 

 

This appears to be a good option for those that 

ride alone especially if you are off major roads 

and/or ride at night.  

The makers offer an IAM member discount  

 

Simple visit: http://www.realrider.com/3-

months-free/, click the ‘Start your free trial’ 

button, create an account or sign in and then enter the code below: 

 

3-month free code: scc6273f30d00 

 

Giles Arbon 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2017 
3rd December 2017 
Jack's Café, 4 Hadleigh Rd 

Ipswich, IP2 0EB 
 

Tel: 01473 253388 
 

Meet in car park behind B&M Home Store at Copdock (IP8 3TT) in good time 

for 09:30 Briefing and subsequent departure. 
 

All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator: Dean Harris 
 

Leave the services and take the A12 towards Colchester. 
 

At Capel St Mary turn off and go through Capel (The Street). 
 

Stay on the road to T Junction. Turn right and then 1st left. 
 

Turn left at T Junction. 
 

Turn right onto B1070. Continue through Hadleigh. 
 

Turn left on to B1071. 
 

Turn right onto A1141/B1115 Bildeston, Turn right onto B1078. 
 

Stay on B1078 to Needham Market. 
 

Turn right on to Grinstead Hill. 
 

At junction turn right then immediate left onto Lion Lane. 
 

Follow road and turn right under the bridge. 
 

Stay on the B1078 and at the Roundabout take the 2nd exit onto A14 slip road. 
 

Take the left turn on the slip road. Turn right heading for Claydon. 
 

Go through Claydon and at Roundabout take 3rd exit to Bramford B1113. 
 

Keep on the B1113 to mini Roundabout. 
 

Turn left then left at the traffic lights onto Hadleigh Road. 
 

Turn left into Sainsburys car park. 
 

Parking for Jack's Cafe is on the right. 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 
 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that facilitate 

SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase the club social 

rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our much-loved breakfast, 

Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to continue. If you are interested in 

helping the club, and helping yourself by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride 

Leader, please contact Sara Hale to find out more information about one or both 

of these roles 
 

 
 

 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 
 

 David Wood    Chris Nunn   Glyn Hill 

 Dean Harris   Vini Evans   Robert Baker 

 Richard Ockelton  Nick Braley 
 

 
 

Ride Leaders 
 
 

Brian Ellis  Ken Beckinsale  Tim Wash  Martin Drury 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Saturday Jaunt 
16th December 2017 
The Case, Assington 

CO10 5LD 
 

Tel: 01787 210483 
 

http://www.thecaserestaurantwithrooms.co.uk 
 

Meet at Bury St Edmunds Tesco’s by the (clothing Bins between petrol station 

and store) IP32 7JS in good time for 13:00 Briefing and subsequent departure. 
 

All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator is Dean Harris. 
 

Leave Tesco and go all the way round the roundabout. 
 

Take A134 into Bury town centre. 
 

At the RAB take the A1302 (Town Centre).  
 

Continue through 4 mini- roundabout s and then turn right onto A143. 
 

Just after leaving the suburbs, turn left onto B1066 signposted Glemsford. 
 

Continue through Whepstead, Brockley and Hartest. 
 

Turn right to Hawkedon. 
 

Continue through Hawkedon until T junction. 
 

Turn left onto A143 then left at Stradishall onto B1063 to Clare. 
 

At the T junction in Clare, turn left onto B1092 to Cavendish. 
 

At the far end of Cavendish bare right onto The Street to Foxearth and Borley. 
 

At the T junction turn right onto B1064 towards Sudbury. 
 

At the roundabout go straight over onto the A134 Sudbury by pass. 
 

Continue on the ring road until the KFC roundabout. 
 

Turn left signposted Colchester/Ipswich. 
 

Stay on A134 through Newton Green 
 

The Case is on the right a ¼  mile after A1071 Hadleigh turning. 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of 

the above. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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Tinker’s Tale 
 

 

On Thursday 31st August at 1.30pm bidding a fond farewell to the wife, set off 

on 140 mile ride to Margate for overnight lodging prior to a quick dash to the 

Dover Ferry. 

 

Bang on 100 miles & the sun turned into a storm, so after 26 miles of soaking 

misery the rain stopped & I pulled into a petrol station, filled up, parked up & got 

a couple of snacks & exited the shop to what I can only describe as continental 

rain as the storm had caught me up again! It was bouncing up off the floor & you 

would get less wet in a power shower. I was under cover but the bike & my bag 

of clothing, strapped to the seat, got a good hosing down. 

 

As I had pulled in to the pumps wearing earplugs I had been aware of something 

happening at one of the other pumps & now I was cowering in the shop doorway 

I could see a large group of people around a car that had it’s alarm sounding. 

Apparently the parents had managed to lock the keys in the boot & the kids in the 

vehicle. I was starting to feel more sorry for them than myself when I noticed the 

car was a BMW….I immediately perked up & rode off happily into the rain.  

 

Why did I pick Margate? because I have never been there & still haven’t, as my 

hotel was actually in an out of town retail park & I was too soggy to go for an 

evening ride exploring. Happily the inner plastic bags that I had wrapped my 

clothing in had done a good job & only my trousers foolishly packed on the 

bottom had damp patches, wearing a jacket over them & skulking in the shadows 

as I searched for a takeaway seemed to prevent anyone noticing. Phew! 

 

A bright Friday morning & it was all aboard the skylark (P&O Pride of Kent) to 

France, where I had to get help from another rider to undo the deck strap holding 

my bike in place or I would still be there now. They are a bit of a fiddle but now I 

have been shown… I will promptly forget before the next trip…. 

 

I was now part of the SAM WW1 Battlefields Trip & there were 8 bikes (inc 5 

pillions) heading to the Hotel in Cambrai we met Nick on bike no.9 when we got 

there. 

 

I shall not list all the places as that would be positive (it was a wonderful trip) & 

that is not the purpose of this article. 
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On the journeys between the ferry & the hotel we used the French motorway 

system & therefore the toll barriers. 3 of us had never ridden abroad before & on 

arrival at the toll ticket barrier I suddenly realised that not bringing my tank bag 

was a massive mistake, I always seemed to be tail-end-Charlie & the first time I 

got alongside the machine I put the bike in neutral, took the ticket in my left 

glove & then tried to put the ticket in my mouth, wrong! I am wearing a full face 

helmet with a mesh chin thingy. No point transferring the ticket to right hand as 

that one was going to be busy with throttle & brake…a queue behind me so I 

took off to the lay-by just up ahead where all the others were waiting. As they 

saw me coming they all set off immediately. I stopped, gloves off, ticket into 

pocket, gloves back on then away again to catch them up. 

 

Obviously we then come to the toll payment machine whereupon I realise I have 

my cash stashed in my locked top box. I pull up early out of the way, engine off, 

keys to box, cash to hand, re-join queue with gloves in pocket. Cannot read what 

the machine wants for money so insert a large Euro note. End up with a handful 

of change in left hand & guess what! the gloves are in my left pocket. More 

faffing about getting cash to right pocket. Once again I pull into lay-by to put 

gloves on just as the others take off into the distance Noooooo! 

 

A tank bag is ideal for the gloves & a credit card is much more efficient that cash 

at the toll booths so lesson well & truly learnt! 

 

Personally I like to ride with the helmet visor raised about inch from fully shut. 

On the Sunday we are rolling along a lovely straight road when I spot a speed 

camera sign so know there will be a camera not far away. At this very instant a 

bee entered through the visor gap & because we are doing 70kph it has to squat 

down immediately, to stop being blown about, just below the visor seal/top of the 

mouth guard. 

 

I am now constantly looking between the bee & the road remembering not to 

accelerate as the speed camera is fast approaching. My thoughts are - If I stop the 

breeze through the visor gap will cease and the bee with then fly about inside the 

helmet & may well be upset. I need to look downwards & open the visor then do 

a nodding dog impersonation whilst blowing at the bee for all I am worth. It 

worked & the bee was evacuated from the helmet. I am still fully aware of the 

speed camera & later spoke to Nick who was following me & he didn’t notice 

any change in my riding style or speed at that section which shows what a head 

mover I am & no you are not getting your IAM Certificate back. 
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So on the Monday Afternoon we are finally back to the ferry port & I pull up at 

the UK Passport post. I say ‘Good Afternoon’ to be told to remove my helmet & 

do so with a cheery “Yes I am still as ugly as my photo” only to receive a weary 

‘trodden in something’ look. I am chuckling inside as I move onto the Customs 

posts with a choice of queues to join. Just like Tesco, it is guaranteed that I will 

get in the slowest, there is only one vehicle in front of me an SUV with Essex 

plates… & it takes ages. Papers keep being handed into the booth & an arm 

comes out & counts the vehicle occupants & then a credit card reader is produced 

so they are bringing back more people than they took out. By this time I now 

have my very own sense of humour failure as the queue behind me are moving to 

the queues either side and zipping through easily. I make the decision to swop 

queues, a la Donald Duck, foot paddling across the lane & just as I get to the 

other booth the SUV is waved through. At dockside, the others have saved me a 

space & nearly sent out a search party. 

 

Would I go again - you bet I would! The total trip was 692 miles with the longest 

one day section being the return from the hotel to Calais of 100 followed by 

Dover to Home 160. 

 

I gained a nickname that wasn’t rude & even ‘discovered’ Belgian beer. 

 

The purpose of my life is simply to act as a warning to others. 

 

Les Steggles 
 

 

 

Touring 
What's stopping you? 

 

One of the lads I met off the ferry at Santander made quite a bold statement. 

"Touring in Europe with your mates, it doesn't get better does it?" Well no, it 

doesn't, which begs the question why don't more of us do it? 

 

I guess there are lots of reasons not to do something, the cost, the lack of holiday, 

other commitments, fear of it going wrong. We can all find a reason not to do 

something. And at various times in our lives, there will be reasons why we 
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simply can't just take a week and head off. One of my mates has been away every 

year for a lads trip for the past 10 years or so and thinks he will next year too. I 

suspect his new born will mean otherwise as the demands of fatherhood are such 

that lads trips will be taking a back seat for the next few years. Rightly so to tbh. 

 

And a week touring isn't cheap when you throw in hotels, petrol, ferry, evening 

meals out...the costs soon mount up. Camping brings the cost down but the 

thought of ending a day in the saddle with the challenge of a tent, if its super hot, 

or wet, really doesn't appeal. So a tour needs a hefty budget, especially if you are 

going to ride Europe's best passes, in the Alps. 

 

But the rewards are amazing. Roads like you've never seen, views to die for, well 

maintained mountain passes. Throw in foreign food, good company, the 

adventure of a road trip, the evening banter. And it will improve your riding, 

make no bones. When you can throw it round hairpin after hairpin, the intricacies 

of the Mistley to Ramsey road are a piece of cake.  

 

One thing that comes in handy is having an experienced hand to lead the way. 

The trusty Sat nav routes, a map, an ability to plan sensible mileage and mates 

with reliable bikes. Nothing worse than losing half a day cos someone needs new 

tyres that were easily replaced before you left home. And get a feel for distances. 

180 miles of 5 Alpine passes will be plenty. Double that for what I call a "slog 

day" to get you to or fro the Black Forrest to start the fun. 

 

And I always tell anyone who will listen to get on the B500 for a day through 

Germany. Yeah the autobhans can be fun, but the B500 is a whole different fun, 

a road that is a bikers nirvana, no less. The foothills of the Alps, the Voralburgs 

in Austria, the Dolomites in Italy, simply stunning. A couple of nights on Lake 

Garda give an optional rest day, which some will need.  

 

It's not for everyone, you will need to be bike fit. 7 hours in the saddle for 9 

consecutive days isn't for everyone. But those who fancy it, why not? And as my 

mates (from June 2014 trip) always say, when you've ridden Stelvio in a 

snowstorm, there's not much that will faze you on a bike.  

 

Nick Braley 
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“The SAM Observer”  
Cover Photo 

Calling all of SAM’s photographers out there. Photos are required for ‘The SAM 

Observer’ cover, which I am sure you must have spotted is in full colour. 

So if you have a cracking shot that has one or more 

motorcycles in it, is all your own work, and you think it 

would look good on the cover, I’d be very pleased to see 

it. 

 

There is now a special topic on 

the SAM Forum where you can 

show small copies of potential 

magazine cover photos for all to see. (Just look in the 

Members Only section) Full instructions and 

requirements are listed there. I can’t promise to use all, 

some, or any of the photos posted, but you may get a call 

from me asking for the original file from your camera. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/magcovers  
 
 

 
The police finally serve that parking fine back from 1964 to our treasurer. 

Bryan Duncan 
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Editorial 
 

Clocks gone back.. evenings are now dark. 

Bike has sat in the garden all month tucked up 

under its cover. Nothing exciting to report. 
 

At least the chief’s challenge got me out and 

about, one thing that I thought was very odd 

is the amount of car driving around with 

under inflated tyres and more worrying blown 

shock absorbers. 
 

We have a good magazine this month with some interesting articles, so keep up 

the good work, now with the long dark nights its ideal to tap out a little article 

about your wonderful trip on your trusted machine. 
 

Here is one of my pictures from the challenge. 

 
 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. ☺ 

But….. what about the rest of you…. � 
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Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club night 
If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 Sam.editor@btinternet.com  
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 



The SAM Observer November 2017        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 30 

MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

November 2017 
 

Saturday 18
th

 Saturday Jaunt Red Poll Tearooms. IP17 3BP Meet in car 

park behind B&M Home Store at Copdock, IP8 3TT in good time for 12:30. All 

riders must attend the Briefing 
 

Tuesday 21
st
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker, traveller Rhys Lawrey (www.2mororider.com).Bar and 

restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 23rd  Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and learn 

more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Cornering 
 

December 2017 
 

Sunday 3
rd

  Breakfast Run, Jack's Café, IP2 0EB. Meet in car park behind 

B&M Home Store at Copdock, IP8 3TT in good time for 09:30 Briefing and 

subsequent departure. All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Wednesday 6
th

   SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 
 

Tuesday 12
th

  SAM Christmas Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 

followed by Guest Speaker, Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks 

including teas and coffees. 
 

Saturday 16
th

 Saturday Jaunt The Case. Assington. CO10 5LD, Meet at 

Bury St Edmunds Tesco’s by the clothing Bins between petrol station and store 

IP32 7JS in good time for 13:00 Briefing and subsequent departure. 

All riders must attend the Briefing 
 

January 2018 
 

Wednesday 3
rd

   SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 
 

Sunday 7
th

   Breakfast Run, TBA 

 

Tuesday 16
th

   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker Kevin Willams from Survival Skills 

http://www.survivalskills.co.uk on the ‘Science of Being Seen’. Bar and 

restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
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Thursday 18
th

  Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Gears & Acceleration 
 

Saturday 20
th

   Saturday Jaunt. TBA All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Note from Editor 
Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any changes 

after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can be 

unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
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Peter Stead Collecting his Prize from winning this year’s Chief Challenge. 
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