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The cover photo was taken by Graham Parker and is of his Moto Guzzi V85TT 

in Ferry Lane, Felixstowe  Mike Roberts also did the digital editing. 

 

 
David Halsall presenting Steve Gocher with first prize 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Hello and welcome to the November SAM Observer. 

Last month saw the successful conclusion of the 

SAMHAM challenge with the prize draw taking place 

on the premises of Reiten Motorrad, our local BMW 

dealership who sponsored the challenge this year. You 

can see a video of the draw taking place on the SAM 

Facebook page. Thanks must go to David Halsall of 

Reiten Motorrad for sponsoring the event this year and 

also to our trusty member Nigel Chittock for organising 

it all – and making his film debut on the video – we 

could possibly be looking at the next James Bond, with accountant wife Judy as 

the appropriately named Miss Moneypenny! 

Member participation in the challenge was hit by the lockdown and travel 

restrictions early on, but several of you got out later in the year and hopefully had 

some fun taking part. I particularly liked the photo in last month’s magazine and 

on Facebook of the Rudlands while out taking part in the challenge – I’ve never 

seen them looking so good! For a moment I thought it was the Marx brothers, I 

could definitely see a resemblance to Cheeko and Groucho!! 

The SAM social rides seem to be popular, now with a choice of short, medium 

and long runs.  I was going to encourage members to come on one of the 

November rides but I’ve just heard from Boris that we are going to be on our 

second virus busting national lockdown throughout November, but hopefully we 

will be able to resume some social rides again in December – although possibly it 

will be back to taking sarnies and a flask again. 

I was Ride Leader for a ’long’ ride up to Rutland Water on our last social ride 

day. We had a great ride despite two unannounced road closures, which seem to 

be popping up all over the place these days, more so than I ever remember being 

the case. When we eventually reached our destination for coffee, Panini’s etc and 

a chat, I was really pleased to learn that two of my group had recently taken and 

passed their IAM Masters test (one with a Distinction). Luckily however, they 

kindly agreed not to critique my riding, which saved me any embarrassment! 

Having said that, I think it’s always useful to review your own riding habits, 
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good and bad, with reference to the ‘How To Be a Better Rider’ the Advanced 

Rider Course Book or Motorcycle Roadcraft manuals. Discussion on the finer 

points with other advanced riders is also often enlightening. 

As our name suggests, we are a motorcycle club for advanced skills riders (not 

advanced age riders as some would have it) and the committee wants to actively 

encourage members to maintain their skills to advanced test standards as a 

minimum, and hopefully to exceed that standard, either by considering formal 

training such as the IAM Masters course, or by less formal ‘in house’ training 

rides. To that end, we are hoping to be able to roll out more skills refresher and 

training options for next year. If you passed your advanced riding test more than 

three years ago and haven’t had any assessment or refresher training since, then 

ask yourself ‘am I still really an advanced skills rider?’ 

I’ll leave you with that thought. 

Cheers for now, 
 

Martin  

 

 

What’s happening here? 

Mr Scott demonstating riding technices   
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New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Simon Frampton    
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
 

 

 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Terry Buckle    his Observer was    Derek Barker 

Andy Andrews, with a F1rst, his Observer was      Richard Ockelton 

Dave Munnings, with a F1rst, his Observer was      Andre Castle 

Andrew Cartwright  his Observer was    Mike Roberts 

Nigel Jones    his Observer was       Mathew Barker 

Paul Osborne   his Observer was  Graham Parker 

Perry Jones    his Observer was     Glyn Hill 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let Paul Ballard or Geoff Scott know. 

 

Masters 
 

Many Congratulations to club member Malcolm Hawken, who passed his 

IAM masters test on the 15
th

 October with the District Quality Manager.  

 

Many Congratulations to club member Daren Lingley, who passed his IAM 

masters test on the 15
th

 October getting a distinction with the District Quality 

Manager. 

 

Daren and Malcolm’s Masters Mentor was Derek Barker. 
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2020 SAM HAM Challenge Prize Draw Results 
 

On Saturday October 10th myself, Judge Judy and Mike Roberts met with David 

Halsall at Reiten Motorrad to hold the draw to determine the 3 prize winners of 

the SAM HAM Challenge. 
 

The 35 names of those members to successfully complete the Challenge were 

tipped into the top box of a rather shiny BMW in the showroom and David pulled 

out the following names; 
 

1
st
 prize of £150 of Reiten Motorrad vouchers went to Steve Gocher. Picture 

page 2. 

2
nd

 prize of £50 of Reiten Motorrad vouchers went to Rob Day. 

3
rd

 prize of a day out with me at a race meeting next year, (hopefully), at 

Snetterton went to Dave Franklin. 
 

Many thanks to everyone who participated during a very difficult year, thanks to 

Judy for helping me out with some computer issues, thanks to Mike for filming 

the draw and helping to produce the calendar and huge thanks to David Halsall 

for his sponsorship of the event. David has kindly invited everyone at SAM to 

sample his excellent hospitality next year when things return to normal as he was 

unable to open normally this year. We will let you know when a date is finalised. 
 

Everyone who went into the draw should have received a small but perfectly 

formed SAM 2021 calendar as a reward for their efforts. This is your free entry 

into next year’s Challenge, more details to follow next month including how to 

enter. If you have not received a calendar please contact me 

(nigel.chittock@btinternet.com) and I will look into it. 

 

If you are interested in seeing the draw then have a look on the SAM Facebook 

page or you can find a link to it in the members section on the SAM forum. 

 

Nigel Chittock  
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SAM Membership Renewal 
 

As promised last month, here is some IMPORTANT information regarding your 

future SAM membership renewal. 

One area that gives your committee continual problems year after year is the 

collection of membership fees. Although membership renewal has historically 

been 1
st
 January of each year, it is not unusual to be still chasing subs as late as 

MAY!  

Therefore, we are requesting that ALL MEMBERS set-up a ‘Standing Order’ 

to pay their membership fees by the due date in future.  

Setting up a Standing Order with your bank is easy, safe and secure. It can be 

done on-line (if you have internet banking), or you can download a Standing 

Order Form from the website, and post to your bank. SAM bank details are also 

on the website.  

Remember - You are always in control of this payment method. 

The cost of renewal remains the same at £22 for single membership and £25 for 

joint membership.  

Can’t set-up a Standing Order……!  Don’t panic. Please contact the treasurer, 

(details below) who can assist further. 

You will receive a membership reminder via email, 1 month before due. 

 

SAM Treasurer      Email: duncan173@btinternet.com 

Bryan Duncan     Phone: 07879-654122 

3 Stone Cottages 

Chases Lane 

Friston 

IP17 1PJ 
 

 

Dave Franklin.  

SAM Membership Secretary 

On behalf of SAM committee 

 

http://www.suffolk- advancedmotorcyclists.com/sam-membership-renewal.html  
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PAIN IN THE NECK 
HALVARSSONS HEATED COLLAR 

Some people have noticed that I always have some form of neck tube on, 

whatever the weather. Having lots of miles riding experience also means I am 

getting older (and worn out). Unfortunately, I have Rheumatism in my neck and 

the slightest cool draught will set it off. Not, good on a motorcycle. As winter 

approaches it got me thinking again about preventing the discomfort. I spend a 

lot of time watching YouTube, and one channel I watch is called Back2TheBike 

where a rider has documented his journey returning to motorcycling and 

embarking on the IAM Roadsmart Advanced Rider Course. He reviewed a 

heated collar made by Halvarssons and I thought I’d try one out. 

By the time I’d decided to buy one they were hard to find online. Eventually I 

found one at Motolegends.com Even better it was discounted. (They still have 

some available at the time of writing) 

When it arrived in the post I was 

a little disappointed to find the 

actual neck section is not heated, 

just the front and back (more so 

the shoulders/back). I needn’t 

have worried though as with this 

on and a thin snood, that I always 

wear to keep my crash helmet 

inner nice and clean, I am warm 

and toasty. 

How is it powered? It has a USB 

lead that you can plug in to a 

suitably sized powerbank that 

people use to charge 

phones/laptops when away from 

mains supply. This fits nicely in 

the inside pocket of my jacket, so 

no trailing wires. One piece of advice, look for a powerbank that has both 1 and 

2.1 amp USB outputs. Officially the collar requires 2 amps, but using a 

powerbank with multiple outputs you can choose simmer or roast!  

 

Mike Roberts 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

Watch out for updates as the club is holding Zoom meetings, further details as 

they become available 

 

As most of you know, on the 3
rd

 Thursday evening every month, SAM holds its 

monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of important 

rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively banter all 

aimed at improving your ride based on the information in the 

Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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This is not the Picos 
 

“Anyone fancy a trip to the Spanish Picos mountains? Great roads, easy to 

access, cheap hotels / restaurants."  So it was that we quickly agreed dates, 

booked hotels, Eurotunnel tickets and started to plan our routes for a September 

trip to one of Europe's best biking areas.  Have been on quite a few Alps trips 

over the years but have never had to do the organising myself. But what's not to 

like? Make sure the days are of sensible length, pick suitable destinations and 

ensure your co-riders are kindred spirits and off you go. 

 

Confident we would look back with fondness on the trip, I secretly started to 

write down some of the requests from my fellow riders.  The requests from my 

fellow riders started early as we worked on a plan to get to northern Spain. Ferry, 

2 or 3 day runs all have their advantages and disadvantages. There is no perfect 

answer and it is very much horses for courses. If you have sea legs, a fat wallet or 

are time constrained, jump on the ferry to Santander. If you are happy to make a 

journey of it, 2 or 3 days to cover the 1000 or so miles, this is doable too. 

 

So for the record here are the early requests from fellow riders...I'll leave you to 

work out who requested what. (All SAM members / observers) 

I like my lie ins 

I don’t like ferries 

Can you put all the hotel details, addresses, costs on a spreadsheet? 

Can we go via Andorra? 

Can we go via Bordeaux? 

I need to check my mum can look after my dogs 

What hotels have you booked - can you list them for me? 

Can we go to the MotoGP in Aragon? (Ok, that one was me!) 

Can you go via La Rochelle 

Demanding sods ain't we. 

 

Anyhow we did it, 6 riders paid for their Eurotunnels and confident that was a 

firm commitment I planned and booked 2 overnights each way, 5 nights in the 

Picos, we even sorted tickets for the Aragon MotoGP and a ferry home for those 

who could get a pass for a short extention, the two single riders funnily enough.  

All done by early February too, to ensure best prices and availability. What could 

possibly go wrong? 
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Approaching our planned departure dates and it was clear that Spain would likely 

remain on the list of countries that required 14 day quarantine when returning 

home. That's a big ask if you are working, big ask if you are retired, no one wants 

to be locked away for 14 days but rules are rules and we were sure we weren't 

going to break any UK laws. So alternatives were discussed, Wales? Scotland? 

Germany? 

 

We had the Eurotunnel booked and they weren't exactly forthcoming when it 

came to refunds. Luckily all our hotels were refundable so we decided to make 

contingency plans, book up for Germany (Our Chief Observer in charge) and 

Wales (Our Ex Chairman) on a refundable basis too and we could make our final 

decision late on. Two riders ultimately opted not to go which meant we were just 

four determined souls who headed off to Folkstone for an overnight stop prior to 

our early train to Calais. 

 

I am aware some people won't approve but to be honest, I have never sought 

other's approval. We ensured our plans were legal and we took what steps we 

could to minimise our risks and be responsible whilst going in open to the fact 

we could be quarantined on our return. Face masks purchased we read up on the 

Eurotunnel rules and the German govt policy of visitors quarantining before 

making the final decision to go to Germany just 3 days before our Eurotunnel 

booking. 
 

 
 

Friday night to Folkstone enabled an early train to enable us to ride the 474 miles 

to our hotel (according to Steve's spreadsheet). Fair to say the weather was far 

from kind with some high winds, plenty of rain on top of some Belgian road 
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closures. By the time we got to our hotel I for one was tired, wet and keen for a 

shower. The cold can definitely impact both your reactions and your movements 

too. The heated jacket of our Chief seemed like a wise investment for anyone 

with deep enough pockets and who regularly rides in cold weather. 

 

One thing we all know about Germany is the autobahn and the chance to legally 

see what your bike can do should you be so minded. One member gave it some 

beans proudly announcing his top speed achieved on one of the rare dry 

moments. Sadly his ego took a bashing later that evening when a girl on the next 

table of our Pizza restaurant said she'd gone faster in a Skoda. Not that we took 

the mick about it, no, not all all :-)  The autobahns really can be a racetrack and 

changing lanes when 150 mph Porsches are in full flow really does test your rear 

observations and it cannot be overstated how important these are. 

 

Sunday morning was lazy before a short run out into the mountains to see what 

the week had in store for us. The Harz mountains double up as a ski resort in the 

winter months and in the summer time are well used by hikers and bikers. 

Autumn is a funny one and falls in between with it suiting none of those 

activities, perfectly. The advantage being good availability of accommodation, 

cheap prices and empty roads. 

 

What followed was five more days 

of twisty roads, round the area with 

a typical 125 mile day, cake and 

lunch stops and we were getting 

back before 5 properly whacked out. 

Riding on the other ride of the road 

is a challenge, throw in twistie 

roads, big sweepers, village speed 

limits, traffic lights, single whites, 

the odd dawdler to get 

past...Technical riding requiring 

concentration from the minute you 

set off to the moment you finish.  

 

There are plenty of accommodation and food options in the town of Braunlage 

where we were based and am sure other resorts would have some too. In a 

nutshell the roads don't quite match those of the Picos or the Alps, think black 

forest with lots of sweepers, good road conditions (there were a few short 

stretches of poorly maintained smaller roads) and more than a few tight twisties 
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albeit very few hairpins. The roads were largely empty with the autobahns 

serving as the best way to move you (and the trucks) long distances. 

 

Anyhow, it is fair to say we were fortunate to squeeze our trip in when we did. 

Had we come from Wales or Northern Ireland I'd be writing this in quarantine. 

something we were prepared for but still wished to avoid. As it happened we 

visited a part of Germany with lower CV rates with the UK but that is immaterial 

if the govt imposes quarantine on visitors irrespective of the cases of a particular 

area, them using an overall rate of cases to determine whether quarantine should 

be imposed. 

 
 

We were also lucky in some other aspects as CV has impacted in reduced traffic 

and quieter tourist spots making roadside cafe's virtually empty for coffee and 

cake stops. Restaurants were largely available though some had reduced 

capacities but we always found a suitable spot for some grub. 

 

Ultimately given the hassles of CV I think to have managed a Eurotrip at all says 

a fair bit about our determination, flexibility and resilience. At a time when half 

the world seems to go out of their way to criticise anyone who doesn't stay home 
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we absolutely took the chance to get out, live a bit and enjoy a few days biking 

against the odds. Which is partly what made the trip so good. Making the most of 

what opportunities you have in life is something I have always tried to do. 

Stopping home because others' disapprove, no thanks, not for me. 

 

 
 

We went to ride, because we could. We kept it legal, kept it safe and rode our 

bikes. We adapted to the legal requirements but within that framework opted to 

ride as much as we could. Because we are bikers and not obsessed by worrying 

what people think. 

 

And a couple of us still have a return Ferry ticket 

from Bilbao to Portsmouth (now booked for May) 

so we hope to get to the Picos if possible in 2021. 

Hopefully at full contingent assuming the CV 

rates have settled and travel to Spain is possible 

once again without travel quarantines. Who 

knows, maybe at some point we'll be able to go 

on a SAM rideout too, the sort you can do without 

a spreadsheet... 

 

Nick Braley 

 
Pictures taken by Geoff Scott, Steve Gocher and Nick Braley 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 

Ride Leaders 
 

 
 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 Ride Leader, Richard Ockelton 
 

 Robert Baker    Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Karl Grimwade 

 Dave Frankin    Glyn Hill    Dean Harris    Trevor Read 

 David Wood 
 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Chris Bond  Roy Cribb 

 Martin Drury    Alex Jones    Nigel Pye    Tim Wash 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman    Kevin Bolt 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Aberystwyth 

And the A44 west of Llangurig 
 

Prompted by Felix' plea for more articles, I thought I'd post a quick route report 

on a recent trip to the west coast of Wales. In addition, I *have* to give a special 

recommendation for the A44 from Aberystwyth to Llangurig - if you love Snake 

Pass or the Snaefell mountain road on the Isle of Man, you'll love this bit of road! 

 

So it was mid-September when a group of us decided to squeeze in a camping 

trip into the nightmare year that was 2020 and the location chosen was 

Ffynnonwen, 25 miles south-west of Aberystwyth and only 5 miles or so from 

New Quay (the one in Wales, obviously!)... so that's 300 miles each way - not the 

sort of distance I would normally choose for a weekend trip but the other three 

guys were from the west country and it was a favourite area of theirs. I didn't 

fancy that sort of mileage on the Thruxton - this was a job for the Fazer with its 

big old windshield and fairing taking some of the strain. 

 

Both Google and Waze (the sat-nav smartphone app) recommended the A14 / 

M6 to Telford and Shrewsbury but I figured that once in Wales, I should make 

the most of their roads which are supposed to be so good for biking. A quick 

search turned up this website: 

https://www.bestbikingroads.com/motorcycle-roads/united-kingdom/rides/mid-

wales 

... which had a very handy map. So I used BestBikingRoads' recommendations to 

thread together a route: 

The A458 from Shrewsbury to Welshpool 

The A483 to Newtown 

Hopping across from Newtown to Caersws on the A489 which wasn't 

specifically recommended but was still a good road! 

The A470 down to Llangurig 

And then (sound effect of arrival in paradise, please) the A44 in to 

Aberystwyth... more on the A44 later. 

And the A487 coast road down to the campsite at Ffynnonwen. 

 

Now... let's get England out of the way: The new section of A14 - nice and wide 

and free-flowing. Boring as hell, but efficient. Watch out for all the speed 

cameras which are mounted to the left of the post supporting the left-hand end of 

the overhead gantries - a long way away from the outside lane and hard to spot. 

The M6 - nightmare, best avoided, if only there were a decent route round it. But 



The SAM Observer November 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 23 

apart from the M6 just north of Birmingham, it was a decent route and I made 

good progress. 

 

Now, Wales. Just two wrinkles to mention: 

1) There's a section of about 15 miles or so near Welshpool where it seems as 

though all Wales' double white lines have congregated together for a family 

reunion! I'm guessing a local councillor owns a white paint factory. 

2) Law enforcement - the police are known to be very active across Wales with 

mobile speed traps. 

Apart from those two issues, *all* the roads I used crossing Wales were just 

fantastic - they thread through beautiful countryside with sweeping bends, tighter 

technical bits and long straighter sections in just the perfect mix. The 

BestBikingRoads website had done me proud - my route through Wales was as 

good a ride as I've had anywhere. But it wasn't just the roads - the drivers of other 

vehicles were very accommodating too! Time and again drivers made space for 

passing. 

 

The highlight was certainly the A44. If 

you know Snake Pass you'll know the 

kind of road - so good you have to 

double-back and give it another go. That 

combination of faster sweeping sections 

and the twisties, the rises and falls, the 

dry-stone walls inches from your face, all 

feeling like they were designed to be ridden and your bike was designed to ride 

them. Another road that gives the same feeling is the Sneafell mountain road on 

the Isle of Man... some parts of the mountain are like Snake Pass... and some 

parts have a whole different feel - like Snake Pass was just an early prototype. 

Anyhow, parts of the A44 are like Snake Pass and parts are like bits of the 

mountain, especially the higher parts where the roads hugs the undulating side of 

the steep valley wall, rock and grass rising on one side and nothing but fresh air 

on the other, providing a breathtaking view of the valley below - amazing. Like 

the section of Snaefell from the Verandah to the Bungalow. You can take it easy 

and soak up the brutal rustic majesty of the place... or you can turn up the wick a 

little and tuck in. 

 

I arrived at the campsite at about 4pm on the Friday, wishing the campsite had 

been another hour or so further away! 

 

While we're here, a quick review of the campsite: http://ffynnonwen.com/ 
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I wouldn't hesitate to recommend it... provided you're OK with organic toilets... 

personally, I quite like the regular non-organic toilets, I've found that they've 

always worked quite well for me... I'd like to say that organic toilets aren't a 

complete horror show... but that would depend on your own personal position on 

sitting a couple of inches above a massive pile of other people's festering shite. I 

mean there's worse things, I guess, but it makes you appreciate just how much 

you've always taken flushing toilets for granted. My moment was when a fly 

landed on my arm and I realised what it had just been crawling over moments 

before... 

 

Anyhoo, the campsite is just lovely and they allow you to have camp-fires too, 

providing sacks of logs for a fiver a go. So we spent two very enjoyable nights 

quaffing the beers round the campfires, putting the world to rights and 

reminiscing on how we're not as young as we used to be. 

 

 
 

On the Saturday morning we had a chat to plan the day. I had been raving about 

the A44 so we all agreed to head back up to lovely fast twisty coast road to 

Aberystwyth, hang a right and do the A44 again... this time there were actually 

photographers at the road-side taking photos of bikes passing - that's how much 

this road is made for riding! We stopped at Llangurig to catch our breath and 

grab a spot of lunch. From there we took the A470 down to Rhayder - good, fast, 

sweeping roads. Then we took the drovers roads, aka National Cycle Route 81 - 
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crazy twisty single-lane roads up over the sheep-strewn highlands. Wonderful 

countryside. From Cwmystwyth we took the B-roads through Pontarfynach, 

Pont-rhyd-y-groes, Ysbyty Ystwyth, Ffair-Rhos, Pontrhydfendigaid, Tregaron, 

Cockshead, Llangybi and down to Lampeter. 

(Seriously, I am not making these names up and my keyboard is not faulty...) 

That was 130 miles of fantastic riding through such a varied but always 

enjoyable route with just enough traffic to play with and great scenery thrown in 

too when you get a chance to look around and enjoy it. 

 

There does seem to be a heck of a lot of double white lines around Welshpool - 

probably necessary for sluggish vehicles but sometimes more restrictive than 

necessary for faster vehicles. And watch out for speed traps. But apart from that, 

the traffic restrictions and speed limits in Wales seemed very sensibly applied, 

traffic levels were pleasantly light, the consideration shown by many drivers was 

remarkable and the roads were superb - well worth the trip. Yes, I was sorry to be 

leaving Wales behind as I hit the Shrewsbury bypass on my way home. But it 

was good to get back to a flushing toilet! 

 

Dave 

Roxburgh 
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Editorial 
 

Well erm, I managed to change the 

battery for the poor old girl, and 

took her out for a run….. to the 

other end of the garden??  

 

We had a squeeze a car in the garage 

so everything out so we could get it 

in then everything back in after shoe 

horning the car in. 

 

Boris has now locked us down 

again, being in construction I don’t think it’s going to have an impact on me, 

Hope you have bought your loo rolls as my morning news feed the day after the 

announcement claims that supermarkets have run out… Newspaper is a good 

substitute after all they print s***.  

 

Congratulation to everyone who did the Chiefs challenge, unfortunately I 

couldn’t complete it this year. 

 

Stay safe, Safe Riding 

 

Felix... Editor 
 

 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

 

 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….   
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Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 

 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 

 

 

 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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The SAM Observer November 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 29 

MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 

Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 

Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 

What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 

Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 

Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 

Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 

T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 

All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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I CAN SEE CLEARLY AGAIN 
Voltx SAFETY GLASSES RECOMENDATION 

 

Just a few lines about one of my latest purchases for riding. My Triumph 

Explorer has an excellent large screen. It works so well deflecting the wind and 

rain that I have become a bit lax and have been riding around a lot with my visor 

open. 

While it can deflect wind, it can’t do a lot for larger bugs and stones! So I started 

browsing online for safety glasses. 

Now, my eyesight has been deteriorating over the last few years. For many years 

I wore glasses for distance vision, but as I got older my vision improved and 

eventually I didn’t need any glasses for driving or riding. What has happened 

though is I now need glasses for reading and computer use. This means when I’m 

riding I can see the large digits of the digital speedo, and fuzzy roads on the 

SatNav, but not much else. 

I’ve tried a very expensive pair of vari-focals recommended by my optician, with 

no prescription in the distance part, but despite getting used to walking about in 

them, when I got on the bike, moving at speed, they gave me so much nausea and 

balance problems I gave up on them. 

These are the safety glasses I’ve purchased from Amazon. They are made by a 

company called VoltX. They make a range of approved safety glasses and these 
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ones have the benefit of being bi-focal. At only a tenner I thought they were 

worth a go. I ordered a pair that matched my prescription for using my computer 

at arms length, and I went for the option of a nice case so they don’t get damaged 

in my top box.  

The result is I can now ride safely with the visor up and see the dashboard and 

Satnav clearly.  They took a little getting used to, but now I don’t notice I am 

wearing them. 

I’m really pleased with my purchase. They‘re lightweight, have arms that can be 

extended, and the angle of the arms can be adjusted. So you should be able to 

make them fit. Voltx also claim they have an anti-fog treatment and so far that 

has worked well. 

So not your normal motorcycle accessory, but I thought it may be of interest or 

use to somebody. 

There’s an extended review on my YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BxjcWRimOl4    

Mike Roberts 

 

 

 

 

 

Note from Editor 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 
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Social Rides 
 

Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 

 No more than 5 in a group. 

 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of the 

above. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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  Mud  
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Wanted 
 

We are coming up to the end of the year, Bikes are going to bed, winter is just 

around the corner and we have had a few flakes of snow. The AGM is in 

February and this is your chance to join the committee, Help out with 

forthcoming events and become involved with your favourite club 
 

As Editor I need help… 
 

This is where the membership come in and I have been bleating about it before 

and reading past magazines seems to be the editors woes. Is that to keep the 

magazine going, which in turn means that you have every month your favourite 

magazine to read, I need articles. In addition, I would like to know about events 

that are around Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex and Cambridgeshire, Many a time I have 

seen a show and thought it should have been put in the magazine if I had known 

about it. 
 

So over to you, send me details of events, Articles. You can contact me on the 

clubs Email. 

 

“The SAM Observer”  

Cover Photo 
Calling all of SAM’s photographers out there. Photos are required for ‘The SAM 

Observer’ cover, which I am sure you must have spotted is in full colour. 

So if you have a cracking shot that has one or more 

motorcycles in it, is all your own work, and you think it 

would look good on the cover, I’d be very pleased to see 

it. 

 

There is now a special topic on 

the SAM Forum where you can 

show small copies of potential 

magazine cover photos for all to see. (Just look in the 

Members Only section) Full instructions and 

requirements are listed there. I can’t promise to use all, 

some, or any of the photos posted, but you may get a call 

from me asking for the original file from your camera. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/magcovers  
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Colditz Castle.  

Taken by Geoff Scott  
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