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Disclaimer
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the Institute of Advanced
Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. They are the opinions of individual contributors
and are published with a view that free expression promotes discussion and interests.
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Chairman’s Chat
I am writing this the day following the
Copdock Bike Show and although I didn’t
get the opportunity to go I am well aware of
the dreadful weather that fell on the
Showground. It no doubt affected the
attendance but SAM was well represented
and attracted a lot of interest. It is a fact that
young riders (25 and under) are involved in
more accidents and fatalities than any other
age group and for this reason we made a
special attempt to introduce the younger rider
to the benefits of joining SAM. 12 young
riders signed up to attend a free assessment
day with a SAM Observer at Orwell
Motorcycles on the 11th October. We were also successful in signing up 28
other riders for free assessment rides and we hope that many of them will join
SAM and benefit from a “Skill For Life”.
In all we had 14 members helping out on the day either on our stand or
marshalling the car park. I would like to say a special thanks to them all for
representing SAM and doing a wonderful job in such dreadful weather.
One of my favourite articles in the magazine is “So You Think You Know
......?” which, due to the efforts of Nigel Hydes, provides us with interesting
facts about an individual member each month. Nigel has been researching and
writing this article for about 3 years now and has decided that it is time to stand
down. I am sure I speak on behalf everyone in thanking Nigel for all his efforts
and producing a really entertaining article each month.
If you would like to write an article each month, either on the same theme or
something new, then please speak to our magazine editor Steve Gocher.
Christmas Party tickets should be available for sale by the time you read this.
We may have to limit numbers so please get your tickets early to avoid any
disappointment.
The £7 meal and a pint deal on group night is proving very popular but don’t
forget that you can get yours for free for each member you introduce that signs
up for “Skills For Life”.
Have a good month.
Richard
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Secretary’s Scribbles
It’s coming up to that time of year again for
the annual pilgrimage (for me anyway) to
Britain’s second city for what is called the
International Motorcycle Show. As usual it’s
about now that the motorcycle comics start to
feed us information from the manufacturers
as to what must have exotica we can expect
for the New Year. What has both surprised
and pleased me is the news that the world’s
largest manufacturer of motorcycles, Uncle
Honda are fitting A.B.S. brakes to perhaps
two of the best sports bikes around:
The CBRR600 and Fireblade.
How I remember the bike comics telling us that A.B.S. was for wimps and
“real bikers” could stop much quicker without it. It seems Honda disagree! I
think I can honestly say that A.B.S. has saved me from a very nasty incident
(swerving whilst emergency braking from 70 m.p.h., when a car I was
overtaking on the A14 decided to change lanes as I was almost alongside….
(I know, I should have anticipated the driver’s actions!)
My eldest son recently asked me about my first ever bike, a Honda CB125. I
managed to find a picture of it and it set me off thinking how much better bikes
have become. Thank heavens we don’t have to stop using drum brakes any
more. And we have discs that actually work in the wet! Gone too (for most of
us) are cross-ply tyres with a ribbed front and block rear pattern. Even the
fabled Dunlop TT100 led to some “interesting” moments in the wet.
So what would I like to see in the future? Well central locking would be nice.
To open both panniers and top box and then lock them again takes six separate
key turns. My car does it all with one “blip” of the key. (Know it all
Goldwing owners are now screaming at me “we’ve had central locking for
years”.) So what else would you like to see? Adaptive cruise control so you
can relax and enjoy the radio more on long journeys perhaps?
It’s such a pity that manufacturers can’t produce a device that automatically
makes riders better and safer. Until they do, there’s a lot of work for S.A.M. to
do. Enjoy your bikes, whatever you ride.
Martin
P.S. Beestons coaches are running a trip to the show at the end of November, if
you fancy joining me.
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New Members
A warm welcome is extended to our most recent new associate members:
Tim Brown
Brian Foster
Jeff Jeal
Dik Langan
Richard Muchmore Nick Ward
David Wonfor Antony Wright
If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and
we will put that right.

Test Passes
Congratulations to Barry Debenham, Bill Dunham, Ruth Elmer,
Phillip Parham, Geoff Reed and Jerry Reynolds for passing their IAM Tests.
Barry’s observer was Carolyn Barnes, Bill’s was David Rudland, Ruth’s was
Tony Chyc, Phillip’s was Paul Bryden & Simon Phillips, Geoff’s was
Derek Barker and Jerry’s was Chris Jackson.

September Slow Riding Day
The September ‘Motorcycle Control and Dexterity Day’ (aka Slow Riding
Day) was presented by Chris Jackson and Tony Chyc. It was attended by:
David Atienza, Roy Clouter, Ruth Elmer, Brian Foster, Steve Gocher,
Phil Harris, Neil Morley, Richard Muchmore, Paul Newman, Geoff Poole,
Pete Popham, and Nick Ward.
The slow riding race was won, after a re-run as Chris forgot to mention the rule
that if you put a foot down you have to stop, by Richard Muchmore on his
BMW F650GS.
This was the last of the ‘Motorcycle Control and Dexterity Day’ courses this
year. Courses will be presented again early next year.
The SAM Observer October 2008
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Academy Of Motorcycling
DSA - Approved Motorcycle Training
CBT - Compulsory Basic Training
DAS - Direct Access Scheme
Courses & Individual Lessons
Standard Test Training
Advanced Riding Techniques
(RoSPA Diploma Qualified Instructor)
Excellent All Week Training Facilities
Prices Guaranteed to be Unbeatable
Check Prices & Availability then Book Online
www.AcademyOfMotorcycling.co.uk
Tel: 01449 775776
Calls Taken All Week 8 till 8

Carole Nash Insurance
Motorcycle insurers Carol Nash are now "rewarding" SAM with a £ 20-00
incentive for each new group member who takes out a new policy. The free
phone number to call is 0800 083 4422, contact name is Barry Dixon.
Please quote to Carol Nash number 1597 this will ensure that SAM gets the
money. This offer does not apply to renewals

Bennetts Insurance
If you take out a new policy with Bennetts please quote T2983 (Training
School Number) as this will earn SAM £30.
Please note, if you buy online you will have to phone Bennetts with this
number. This offer does not apply to renewals.
The SAM Observer October 2008
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New Observers Assessment Day
Group Observers are a valuable asset to the club and give of their time freely,
in the interests of improving Motorcycle Road Safety.
A number of you have expressed an interest to myself and various other Senior
Observers about becoming a Group Observer. To ensure we continue with the
fantastic work of the current team I am organising an assessment day for those
members who are interested on the 8th November.
Before you grab the phone and call, let me give you some of the facts.
Being an Observer for SAM requires the following qualities, you need to be;
• Committed to improving the standard of riding for both yourself and
others
• Have very good communication skills.
• Have a good knowledge of Roadcraft and be able to explain the concepts
of it to people from all backgrounds.
• Be riding at least the standard of the IAM test.
• Be a fully paid up member of the IAM.
• Have loads of patience.
• Be able to give freely of your time to attend regular refresher training
sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and Riding
Dexterity days.
So the training process
Following successful selection on the 8th November 2008 assessment day, you
will need to commit to attending three evening classroom training sessions of
around 2 hours each, one to include an exam on the highway code and
Roadcraft, (between November and January). Pass 9 Scenarios in three on
road sessions with a Senior Observer, and finally an Observer test.
If I have not put you off by now and you are now even keener give me a call on
01473 327555
Regards
Derek Barker
SAM Chief Observer
The SAM Observer October 2008
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Caption Competition
Come up with funniest caption for
this photo tonight and win a bottle of
wine.
Write your caption on a slip provided
and post it in the competition box.
Good Luck!

Judging will be performed by the
Editor, with help from the committee
and the winning caption will be
announced at the end of the evening.

_______________________________________________________________
September’s caption was taken by me
outside of the village shop on a rest stop at
the ?? cafe in Rotham.
The winner was Tim Spencer with:

“BMW cut a lot of weight from the
2009 1200GS Adventure, possibly at
the expense of some durability and
luggage space.”
_______________________________________________________________
Please send your photos, electronic or hard copy (which will be returned) to the
Editor for selection in next month’s edition.
P.S. Please don’t send images sourced from publications / the Internet,
as they are Copyright protected and SAM can’t afford the law suit!
The SAM Observer October 2008
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Dear Audrey
Following my article in SAM Observer magazine September issue, some of
you recognised my name as a contributor to that infamous monthly
subscription magazine ‘haemorrhoids- let’s leave them behind’ in which I
have an agony column. A number of you have contacted me with motorcycle
related problems for which I feel obliged to answer and perhaps may make this
a regular feature.
As always your details are kept confidential and any names mentioned bare no
resemblance to their author.

Dear Audrey,
I am an avid motorcyclist. I am also well into cookery. I have seen that
fantastic show on TV called ‘The Hairy Bikers’ and feel that I am better than
they are. My dream is to combine my two passions. I would like advice on
how to get into show business and have a similar motorcycle / cooking
program? Yours K.W.
Audrey says:
Dear Kiefer,
The first key to show biz is image, ‘The Hairy Bikers’ seemed to have cornered
the market on the stereotypical biker and their name is protected by copyright.
Thank you for the photo you sent me of yourself, with this in mind could I
suggest the name of your show could be ‘The Beardy and Baldly Bikers’. You
will need to get somebody else to share the limelight as a duo is the tried and
tested winning formula. You will need someone in to bikes and have the afore
mentioned image. Could I be so bold to make your selection from the
readership, as I believe you will be spoilt for choice?

Dear Audrey,
I have recently purchased a new motorcycle helmet and have been having
problems with leakage. I really like it as it’s comfortable so don’t want to
send it back. I’m looking for an inexpensive way of curing this problem, but
coming from tup north I like to be careful with me brass. Could you help?
Yours M.A
The SAM Observer October 2008
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Audrey says:
Dear Marti,
I have heard many a problem of leaky helmets but in the main they are old ones
and the owners of them just live with the problem. It is quite unusual for a
helmet as young as the one you describe to have this quandary. I have found
that the best and very inexpensive solution is to use one of a pair of’ Marigold’
gloves, stretch it over the entire top of your helmet with the fingers uppermost.
You will look like a cock but your head will remain nice and dry.

Dear Audrey
I would like to purchase a Back Protector. I have been trawling the internet
unsuccessfully to find some advice on the best types. I have one inbuilt in my
jacket but do not feel it is going to offer me any valid protection. Could you
suggest any makes \ models and what you think about them? Yours C.N.
Audrey says:
Dear Curt,
As is happens I have recently been sent a new product range from ‘Martel’
who are trying to break into the motorcycle clothing market. The back
protectors are made from turtle shell. There are four different models each
with their own different characteristic and colour. They are the Leonardo, the
Michelangelo, the Donatello and the Raphael. They also come with a different
coloured complementary headband, very handy for those times you may
accidently slide into a sewer.

Dear Audrey,
I hold the fortunate position of compare at my local motorcycle club. I have
a captive audience and entertain them with my boyish good looks and charm.
The highlight of my show is my joke telling. I like to consider myself as a
perfectionist and wish to become the best. Do you have any advice on how I
could start to achieve this? Yours R.T.
Audrey says:
Dear Ricky,
Try making the jokes funny.
Audrey De Laronge
M/C correspondent
Poetic license extraordinaire
The SAM Observer October 2008
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SAM Christmas Party
This year’s SAM Christmas Party is taking place on Monday 15th December.
(It wasn’t possible to book for the usual Tuesday evening due to the busy
Christmas period.)
The itinerary for the evening is a three course Christmas meal followed by a
disco by the ‘Joe Elliott Roadshow’. The meal will consist of a soup starter,
turkey dinner main (a vegetarian option is available), Christmas pudding desert
followed by coffee.
This is a ticket only event to which all are welcome. Tickets are priced at £17
per person. Places are limited so please book early to avoid disappointment.
Purchase your tickets in advance from our Treasurer David Rudland (01473
401362), cheques only please payable to: ‘Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists’,
on group night or posted to:
36 Sherborne Avenue
Ipswich
IP4 3DR

November Breakfast Run
Sunday 2nd November – Comfort Cafe, Fourwentways
Service Area, Cambs CB1 6AP
01123 837891
Ride coordinator – Chris Smith
Meet at Beacon Hill Service Station off R/A Junction A140 &
A14, 6 miles West of Ipswich at 9.00 am
At A14/A140 R/A take 3rd exit signed Needham Market (&
Bury St Edmonds)
At T Junction in Needham Mkt
Street) & after 200 yards

L/T onto B1113 (High

R/T onto B1078 signed Bildeston
The SAM Observer October 2008
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At Bildeston T Junction, L/T onto B1115 (High Street) then
after 200 yards
R/T onto B1115 Bildeston Rd signed Sudbury
Pass thro’ Chelsworth and into Monks Eleigh
At T Junction, R/T onto A1141 drive 0.8 miles (just after
leaving the village)
L/T onto B1115 signed Sudbury (careful on the bridge!)
After some miles at T Junction
Waldringfield

L/T & pass thro’

At Mini R/A, R/T onto B1115 signed Sudbury
At 1St R/A go straight over
At 2nd R/A, R/T onto A134 (Sudbury Ring Rd)
Follow A134 thro’ several R/A’s, then at R/A 2nd exit to
B1064 signed Long Melford
L/T on B1064 signed Foxearth. Pass thro’ Foxearth
At T Junction L/T onto A1092
pass thro’ Cavendish, Clare & Stoke by Clare
R/T onto A1017 signed Sturmer & Haverhill
At R/A L/T & follow signs thro’ several R/A’s to A1307
signed Cambridge
Proceed on A1307 thro’ Linton & just after Abington
L/T into Fourwentways Petrol & Service Area, L/T at R/A &
follow road to Comfort Café on the Left
Check all routes with your Road Map (and/or see the route on a map by
following the links in the Calendar on the SAM website, or the SAM Forum)
before setting out, then maybe no one will get lost. Even better, take the route
and a road map with you.
The SAM Observer October 2008
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Social Rides
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the
vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group
activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist cannot and
do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to
vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the
Group. Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own
risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person
or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road
tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable).
Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committees
guidelines as follows:
You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route
If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine.
Be responsible for your own safety
Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time.
Have a FULL tank of fuel
No more than 5 in a group

The SAM Observer October 2008
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So You Think You Know ……?
Neil Morley

I first met Neil Morley at one of our theory nights, but many of you will
recognise him from his presentation about James motorcycles which featured
as a club night earlier this year.
Neil, 45, lives in Ipswich and is originally from Birmingham, often referred to
as Britain’s second city, although some Brummies think that accolade belongs
to London. A carefully considered choice of subjects at school allowed him a
variety of career options, so “Plan A” began with music.
Neil qualified as a professional musician after studying the cello and piano at
the Royal Academy of Music where he met Lynne his future wife. Not only
did he qualify in music, he even managed to make a living from it by working
as a freelance orchestral cellist in London. After doing this for a year, Neil
secured a position with the RTE orchestra in Dublin.
The SAM Observer October 2008
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When I asked him what venues they had played, he said they toured all over
Ireland but he couldn’t remember much about it. Then he started telling me
about Guinness for some reason and I drew my own conclusions.
After 2 years with RTE Neil had to reapply for his job, but forgot to take some
music to the audition. The accompanist gave him a lift back to his flat on the
back of a C90 and made memorably “good progress” by weaving between cars
in the gridlocked streets of Dublin, so Neil was hooked. However RTE didn’t
renew his contract so Neil went for “Plan B” by undertaking an engineering
degree at Leeds Polytechnic. Quite a commitment as he had to fund it, but the
outcome was a job with BT and a passport to Suffolk. 17 years later he now
works as a systems engineer at Martlesham Heath.
Neil remembers his Dad’s BSA Aerial 3 (3 wheeled moped) first created his
interest in bikes. Moving a cello by moped is a bit of a challenge, so he started
commuting to BT on a Vespa 125 automatic on which he passed his test. The
examiner omitted the automatic restriction on his pass slip, so although he
upgraded to a Vespa 200 automatic, it also allowed him to ride his Suzuki
VStrom 650. Neil retains an interest in 70s mopeds, but his James autocycle is
a 1950s model which he acquired as an unfinished project and restored with
just a little bit of help.
Neil knew of SAM after Tom Coomber conducted his CBT (little musical pun
there). A desire to handle more power safely and a SAM presence at the
Copdock Bike Show led Neil to observer Richard Toll who ensured the IAM
standard was met. Neil plays at weddings and celebrations in a quartet called
Opus 4 and has been playing with a trio called Mixed Emotions for 11 years.
If that wasn’t enough he regularly flies a vintage glider from Rattlesden airfield
with his wife Lynne.
Now when readers of a certain age think of a Brummie with an interest in small
motorcycles and music, they may remember Jasper Carrott’s 1970s hit Funky
Moped. Well internet fans can still ‘enjoy’ it on youtube.com, but I had a
quick look and it certainly wasn’t music, so think of Neil instead.
[Words by Nigel Hydes]
The SAM Observer October 2008
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• At work driving assessments and
training for car, van and LGV drivers
• Consultancy
service
to
assist
organisations to develop their road risk
management policy and procedures
• PassPlus - £75 discount, see website
for details

www.csensedt.co.uk
Contact Glen Mures
on 07748 195179

• Driver MOT – for older drivers and
anyone with medical conditions that may
affect their driving
• Trailer towing – if you passed your car
test after 1st January 1997, you may
need to pass an additional towing test,
see website for details
• Eco-Driving – increase your mpg and
reduce your motoring costs!

SMART
RIDER

•

Compulsory Basic Training

•

125 cc & Direct Access

•

Rusty Riders Refresher

•

Riding Skills Development

•

Enhanced Rider Scheme

Professional Motorcycle and
Roadcraft Training on a one-to-one
basis (except CBT) in
Bury St. Edmunds
Contact Tony Fuller on
07763 018027 or 01440 786928
www.smartrider.co.uk
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FOR SALE –Ladies leather jacket (padded), medium, little used.
Excellent condition. £35 ono
Call Sonnie Westley on Home – 01473 745630 Mobile – 07769 808963
FOR SALE – Mans padded one piece over suit (SIDI), large, little used.
£25 ono
Call Sonnie Westley as above.
FOR SALE - Frank Thomas Summer Boots, yellow and black, size 7.
Good condition, hardly used. £30
Call Phil Sells on 01255 242723
FOR SALE - BMW K1200RS, reg 2004, 14k miles, 130bhp model, silver +
red, ABS, panniers, taxed and MOT to Aug 09 £3,500 o.n.o.
Call Peter Chrisp on 01284 810427
Send your classified items to the Editor, contact details on page 3.
Price for non-member classifieds is £5

Night Flying
A vampire bat arrives back at the roost one dark night with his face full of
blood. All the bats get excited and ask where he got it from.
“Follow me” he says and off they flew, over hills, over the river and into the
dark forest.
“See that big tree over there” he says, “yes” replied the other bats.
“Well I b#**@y didn’t!”
The SAM Observer October 2008
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Safety SAM
Last time we looked at managing the “Traction Pie” and how acceleration,
braking and cornering forces compete for tyre grip. The examples we looked
at were straight forward and before leaving the subject of the Traction Pie we
need to consider the what happens to the different sizes of the two pies; the
front and rear tyres.
How Does Acceleration Affect The Pies?
Applying acceleration increases the loading on the rear tyre whilst at the same
time reducing the load on the front. Accelerate smoothly and progressively and
the effect is slight. Accelerate too hard and the effect can be dramatic!
How Does Wind Resistance Affect The Pies?
Wind resistance or aerodynamic drag has a part to play as well. Drag increases
as the speed of the machine increases and is also affected by the amount of
headwind. Typically drag reduces the amount of weight loaded on the front
wheel and increases the loading on the rear. Therefore the size of pie is
decreased at the front and increased at the rear.
When you off the throttle, these effects are reversed and the weight now starts
to load the front tyre at the expense of the rear.
How Does Braking Affect The Pies?
Applying the front brake first loads the front tyre with weight at the expense of
the rear. The more you use your front brake the more you load the tyre and
increase the traction.
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How Does Cornering Affect The Pies?
When you enter a constant bend, on a smooth level surface, the slice of pie that
is used for side (cornering) forces increases significantly. Ride round a tighter
bend and more side force is required to maintain the rate of turn. So the tighter
the bend the more traction you need. When a part of the pie is being used for
side forces it cannot be used for acceleration and/or braking at the same time!
Speed in a bend is even more significant. It takes four times as much traction to
ride around the same bend at 30mph as it does at 15mph. At 45 mph it takes
nine times.
Turn sharply or quickly enough and you can reach the point where nearly all
the pie for one or both tyres is allocated to side force. At this point, increasing
speed, braking or tightening the line through the bend is likely to lead to loss of
traction and a skid. It is good practice to always ride on the road with an
element of traction reverse to help you deal with those “What if?” moments!
If you rolled off the throttle abruptly mid corner to deal with a situation you
could create exactly what you are trying to avoid – a skid. Remove drive and
acceleration is replaced with (engine) braking at the rear wheel. This will
transfer weight forward, lessening the grip of the rear tyre. These factors
combined could result in a skid. Smooth operation of the machine’s main
controls prevents sudden weight shifts and enhances control of the machine
and the smoothness of the ride.
Consider how the traction pie for both front and rear tyres will be affected in
these following scenarios:
• the camber (see picture) of a road when negotiating a left and right bend
• super elevation (where the whole width off the road is banked up towards
the edge of the bend, see picture)
• a bumpy / uneven surface
• travelling downhill
• travelling uphill
• anything on the road that effects traction e.g. fuel / oil spills, gravel etc
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Knowing how the traction pie works enables the rider to actively manage it to
their advantage, maintaining that all important reserve just in case!
Ride Safe.
Safety SAM

SAM Promotions
Due to the recent success of the SAM promotional work carried out at the
Copdock Motorcycle Show it has been decided to form a dedicated SAM
promotions team. If you’re interested in promoting Suffolk Advanced
Motorcyclists and the IAM at various events throughout the year and
encourage other motorcyclists to take up ‘Skills For Life’ then please contact
the SAM Promotions Coordinator Sara Hale on:
Tel: 01359 241552 or via email: karlsarahale@btinternet.com
The SAM Observer October 2008
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This Internet shop allows you to purchase regalia of the Suffolk Advanced
Motorcyclists group. All profits will go to SAM's charity which is
the East Anglian Air Ambulance.
Samples are on display and for purchase on Group Nights. See Mrs. Terry
Brooker for details and to view a printed version of the catalogue.
http://sam.spreadshirt.net

NB. This is just a small selection of the items available. There are over 90
items in various colour combinations. If you want something with different
colour combinations, just ask and we will see what we can do.
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Ed’s Soapbox
Welcome to the October edition of the SAM Observer. Thanks to Audrey De
Laronge, Motorcycle Correspondent, for her ‘Dear Audrey’ article which
includes some free sound practical advice. Also, following Richard’s
sentiments a further big thank you to Nigel Hydes for his contribution to the
SAM Observer over the last 3 years through his series of ‘So You Think You
Know ...?’ articles. If you’d like to take up the challenge of writing this
monthly article (in your own style), which goes a long way to introducing
members of the group to the ‘subject’ and to help us learn a little about them
and their motorcycling past, then please let me know.
Don’t forget your Christmas Party tickets available from David Rudland,
details on page 13. Places are limited so book early to avoid disappointment.
Cheers
Steve
P.S. If you’d like to help save the group on the printing and postage costs of
your monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email
notification instead, then please give me your email details on group night or
send me an email.
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FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES

AUTOFIT(Ipswich) Ltd
OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG
DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD
WITH ADRIAN
“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE”
KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE…
Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd
8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE
Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966
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Our Venue
Group Nights start at 7:30 pm on the third Tuesday of every month at
The Valley Restaurant, Fynn Valley Golf Club, Witnesham. IP6 9JA
All facilities, including bar and restaurant are available from 6pm.

Map courtesy of
www.openstreetmap.org
Creative Commons Licence
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Observer Associate Charter
Purpose
The purpose of the Charter is to make clear the definition of what is expected
in Observer / Associate relationship.
The Observers
Have made the effort to train, not only for the IAM test but have taken part in
extensive Observer training to become Observers for the group. They are a
valuable asset to the group and give of their time freely, except for a small
contribution from the associates for their expenses. Observers attend regular
refresher training sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and
Riding Dexterity days.
The Associates
• Are expected to have an equal commitment with the goal being the IAM
test.
• Are to be available for regular observed rides ideally every two weeks
with at least 100 practice miles being covered in that period. Continuity
cannot be maintained with regular gaps of three weeks or more or no
miles between observed rides.
• Must agree the dates of the next runs at the debriefing and must practice
any improvement recommendations between the runs.
• Will where possible attend a riding Dexterity Day to improve their slow
speed manoeuvres and control.
• Must make an effort to study the theory by reading Pass your Advanced
Motorcycle Test and the Highway Code plus attend club Theory Nights
when possible.
• Cancellation of a planned run due to poor weather conditions will be at
the discretion of the Observer. If after a period of one month, an Observer
has not heard from the Associate it will be assumed that interest has been
lost and the Associate will be placed back at the bottom of the waiting
list.
• When the Observer feels the associate is riding consistently at the test
standard a Cross check will be arranged with a Senior Observer.
• The Observer will give as much help and encouragement as possible but
the onus is on the associate to endeavour.
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Events Diary
Tuesday 21st October

Group Night – Bill Smith, Iceland Tour
Fynn Valley Golf Club 7:30 pm

Thursday 23rd October

Roadcraft Theory Night – Conference Room
Fynn Valley Golf Club 7:30 pm

Sunday 2nd November

Breakfast Run – Comfort Café, Fourwentways

Tuesday 18th November

Group Night – Würth Motorcycle Products

Thursday 20th November Roadcraft Theory Night – Conference Room
Fynn Valley Golf Club 7:30 pm

Membership Fees for 2008
Full Member £20.00
Associate £109 - Skills for Life
(25 years and under Skills for Life discount £20)
Includes the current issue of “Pass your Advanced Motorcycle Test” and your
IAM Test fee for new members
Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00
Friend of the Group £6.00
For friend or colleague of a group member. The Newsletter is not included in
this price
Joint Full Members £23.00
Membership entitles you to 1 Newsletter per couple and to attend monthly
Group meetings which will encompass both riding and safety techniques,
speaker on interesting and varied subject, Group rides at weekends and
evenings and the fellowship of like-minded people.
Please support us by renewing and helping the Group to flourish in the cause of
safer motorcycling.
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