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Chairman’s Chat
Welcome to the October edition of the SAM
Observer. I can hardly believe it is now just
two months to the SAM Christmas Dinner
(Tuesday 15th December) which I am sure will
be a great evening. Due to the success of last
year’s event we have had requests from
members for more of the same this year. Once
again the evening will be for members and their
guests so please bring along family and friends
for an excellent meal, chance to win a prize or
two and dancing to finish off for those who still
have the energy!!
The last month has been pretty hectic but I have managed a trip to Yorkshire
with some other SAM members which was really good. We have many
members riding off to different destinations throughout the year and the
knowledge and tips within our club for a great trip, top roads to ride and places
to stay is vast. I make no apology for mentioning it again that we would like to
create a kind of database / resource for other members to use when planning
their trips. This is only possible with input from you. Maybe we should
introduce a new feature in the magazine that details a different trip each month
with recommendations for routes, places to visit and accommodation etc. If
you are able to contribute then, as a first step, please contact our current editor,
Steve Gocher, who will allocate a month for which your trip can be published.
We need just 12 members to provide a whole year of ideas.
The events team are already organising next year’s programme and again we
would like your input. Please put forward any ideas you have for social events
/ runs to Chris Smith, John Sillett or Ray Spreadbury. With the club growing
in size it is essential we have social events that appeal to the membership and
so your input is very important to us.
Our other objective is, of course, helping riders gain a “Skill for Life”. Please
continue to introduce friends / colleagues and remember, that for each one you
introduce that joins, you get a free meal deal on Group Night.
I would like to finish off by thanking all of those who helped out at the recent
Copdock Bike Show. There were 11 on the stand and 12 members organising
the parking of over 3000 bikes. Thank you for giving up your own time. We
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have a great relationship with the organisers and your efforts are much
appreciated.
Have a great month and don’t forget your Christmas Tickets.
Richard

Secretary’s Scribbles

Well aren’t we lucky having such a lovely Indian summer?
I’ve probably put as many miles on the bike in the last month or so as in the
previous six months, and hopefully it’s not over yet!
But now is probably the time to start thinking about next year’s long distance
trips. Hopefully soon you’ll start to hear about trips, home and abroad,
organised by SAM members. But you don’t have to wait. Someone has to do
it, so why not you? Have you any burning ambitions to visit far off romantic
locations like Africa, The Black Forest, the Dutch TT or maybe Norfolk. Why
not either log onto our excellent forum on the web site (http://www.suffolkadvanced-motorcyclists.com/forum/index.php) or maybe write a short article
for this magazine. You may get no takers (like my impending, as I write, long
weekend to mid Wales) but it might be the start of one of those trips that will
remain in the memory forever (for the right reasons).
Similarly, your events representatives on the committee are starting to think
about things to entertain you in 2010. Why not let them know what you like
and even what you don’t like. I hope you agree with me, that the visit of Sam
Bishop (motorcycle racer) made an excellent group night last month. I’m sure
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you’ll be pleased to hear that at Silverstone, he became the 2009 KTM RC8
Supercup under 25 champion. Let’s hope he goes onto even greater things next
season on his R1. Does anyone fancy visiting a few race meetings next season
to cheer Sam on? I’ll be with you.
Bye for now and keep getting those miles in before the cold finally cuts down
the fun.
Martin

New Members
We had 5 new members sign up to Skills for Life as a direct result of the
promotion efforts at the Copdock bike show and at Orwell Motorcycles the
following Saturday. And no doubt we will have further members sign up as a
result of the interest generated during both events.

Test Passes
Congratulations to Len Chamberlain, James Firth, Ron Milton and
David Wonfor for passing their IAM tests. Len and David’s Observer was
Ralph Fogg, Ron’s was Tony Chyc and James’ was Stuart Young.

Dates for Your Diary
SAM Christmas Party Tickets
The SAM Christmas party is taking place on December’s group night, Tuesday
15th December. You may think it’s a little early but please book your tickets
and help make the event a success.
Tickets shall be available to purchase at this group night at a cost of £18.50 per
head from John Sillett. For this you’ll receive a three course meal, coffee,
disco maybe even some party games?
You can also contact John by telephone to pre-book your tickets on
01473 219488.
The SAM Observer September 2009

Page 6

New Observers Assessment Day
Group Observers are a valuable asset to the club and give of their time freely,
in the interests of improving Motorcycle Road Safety.
A number of you have expressed an interest to myself and the other Senior
Observers about becoming a Group Observer. To ensure we continue with the
fantastic work of the current team I am organising an assessment day for those
members who are interested on the Saturday 14th November.
Before you grab the phone and call, let me give you some of the facts.
Being an Observer for SAM requires the following qualities, you need to be;
• Committed to improving the standard of riding for both yourself and
others.
• Have very good communication skills.
• Have a good knowledge of Roadcraft and be able to explain the concepts
of it to people from all backgrounds.
• Be riding at least the standard of the IAM test.
• Be a fully paid up member of the IAM.
• Have loads of patience.
• Be able to give freely of your time to attend regular refresher training
sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and Riding
Dexterity days.
So the training process
Following successful selection on the 14th November 2009 assessment day,
you will need to commit to attending three evening classroom training sessions
of around 2 hours each, one to include an exam on the highway code and
Roadcraft, (between November and January). Pass 9 Scenarios in three on
road sessions with a Senior Observer, and finally an Observer test.
If I have not put you off by now and you are now even keener give me a call on
01473 327555
regards
Derek Barker
SAM Chief Observer
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BikeSafe 2009
A Review of the Season
The final Bikesafe session run by Suffolk Constabulary took place last month,
and this is a convenient moment to look back on the programme and to look
forward to next year.
A total of seven monthly events were organised by Kevin Stark and his team
and SAM was permitted to attend each of them, to spread the word amongst
the participants. Riders who sign up for these excellent assessment sessions
are clearly interested in improving their skills and getting more from their
motorcycling. This makes them ideal candidates for SAM and the IAM “Skills
for life” programme. After the assessment rides with Kevin and his dedicated
colleagues, Club representatives joined the riders at the Saturday buffet lunch
to encourage them along, and help eat their cheese rolls!
A total of 74 riders benefitted from the programme during the year, which is
pretty encouraging. Hopefully that means 74 riders riding more safely and
proficiently, and enjoying it more.
Several of these riders have already joined our ranks, and we were delighted to
welcome them to SAM. With others, we have sowed the seed in their minds,
and hope to have other chances to encourage them to join.
The methods we use to explain the benefits of membership have also evolved
and strengthened during the year, and each participant now takes away a small
presentation pack of material to read at their leisure. Hopefully we can
continue to build on this idea for next season and tailor this more closely to the
main BikeSafe ingredients.
We could not have done any of this without the generous support of a noble
band of volunteers, each prepared to give up some of their valuable time to
promote the Club. Special thanks must go first to Nigel Chittock for sharing
the organisational role (and doing most of the work throughout the year).
However we are also greatly endebted to Judy Chittock, Ruth Elmer, Rosina
Dunham, Keith Gilbert, Steve Gocher, Phil Harris, Neil Morley, David
Schofield and Sonnie Westley, all of whom attended at least one of these
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events. Hopefully they too enjoyed the chance to chat to new friends about
bikes and biking, and that we can encourage them to help again next year.
So, the season ends, but already we are starting to think about next year, and to
talk with Kevin about how best to improve the SAM contribution to the overall
Bikesafe experience. New volunteers to join our little panel of members
prepared to attend one or more events will always be welcome. If you are
interested, either contact Nigel or myself. Or, if you are unsure about it, just
talk to any of the volunteers for an unbiased viewpoint on what it involves.
It’s easy and it’s fun! Come and join in. You know it makes sense!
Bill Dunham

Copdock Motorcycle Show
Thanks to the SAM bike parking team for doing an excellent job at Copdock
show which took place on Sunday 4th October, in brilliant sunshine. A far cry
from last years weather where everyone got thoroughly soaking wet.
The team consisted of: Martin Barrell, Nigel Chittock, Steve Cook, Tom
Coomber, Bill and Rosina Dunham, Simon Jennings, Geoff Monk, Alan &
Carol Moreton, John Morgan and Chris Roberts.
Special thanks goes to Alan and Carol, for providing their motor caravan by
way of a rest stop and to Carol for keeping everyone provided with
refreshments in the way of tea, coffee and bacon rolls!
Thanks also to the promotions team present on the SAM stand on the day. The
team consisted of: Nicky Clouter, Leia Dowsing, Brian Foster, Ron Milton,
Geoff and Helen Reed, Steve Gocher, Paul and Deirdre Siddaway, Stuart
Young and last, but by no means least, the youngest member of the promotions
team at age 15, Adam Gocher (who had to be prised off of PC Kevin Stark’s,
BikeSafe R1!).
Thanks again for all those who volunteered their time to take part in this, one
of the groups’ biggest annual events.
Sara Hale & the SAM Committee
Publicity Coordinator
Further thanks from me [Steve Gocher] to everyone that gave up their time to
promote SAM on our stand and from Chris Roberts for everyone who
volunteered their time to help out with the motorcycle parking.
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Caption Competition
Come up with funniest caption for these photos tonight and win a bottle of
wine. Write your caption on a slip provided and post it in the competition box.
Good Luck!

Judging will be performed by the Editor, with help from the committee and the
winning caption will be announced at the end of the evening.
September’s caption winner was Tim Spencer with:

“Testing, testing. Is this thing on?”
Please send your photos, electronic or hard copy (which will be
returned) to the Editor for selection in next month’s edition.
P.S. Please don’t send images sourced from publications / the Internet, as they
are Copyright protected and SAM can’t afford the law suit!
The SAM Observer September 2009
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A Publicity DVD for SAM?
We are constantly seeking to increase and improve the level and quality of the
publicity and promotion of improved riding standards through membership of
SAM. This year has seen unprecedented efforts from Sara Hale and her noble
team of volunteers, with representation at shows and events throughout the
County. We try to take every possible opportunity to enhance both the image
of responsible local motorcycling and also the benefits of skills improvement
through progress towards the advanced rider qualification and beyond.
We realise that a valuable additional tool for our representatives at the many
events would be a good quality DVD which would play on a continuous loop at
the stall and which would capture the essence of SAM in a simple but striking
manner. There are many professional organisations which would no doubt be
prepared to make such a DVD for us, but the cost would be prohibitive.
Therefore, the Committee is keen to research the option of using the undoubted
talents which exist within the wide-ranging membership of the club to produce
a high quality product largely from our own resources.
We are therefore asking for support from members who may have the skills,
talents or the contacts that we need to make this a reality. The hope is that we
shall be able to put together a small team who could manage the production
from initial costings and approval, through to final production.
The skills we are looking for initially include:
Script writing
Storyboard production
Camera work
Script and film editing
Final Computer production
Project management
If you have experience in any of these areas, and would like to be involved in
what should be an exciting project, then we need to hear from you as soon as
possible please. Alternatively if you have contacts whom we could invite to
become involved, then do let us know. Please contact Bill Dunham or any
member of the Committee.
Our first priority is to discover whether we have the skills to make this happen.
If we have the support which we need, then a full proposal will be prepared for
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the Committee by the end of November. If approved, production work will
commence without delay, with the intention of having the completed DVD
available for all SAM events in the coming season.
This could become a major feature in supporting SAM in coming years. If you
can help make the dream a reality, please don’t delay – contact us now.
Bill Dunham tel 01473-659449 or 07791-607142

Ed’s Soapbox
Welcome to the October edition of the SAM Observer. Thanks to Neil Morley
for the second instalment of his ‘Oradour 2009’ article.
This is my 30th edition of the SAM Observer as editor, since taking over from
John and Avril (who actually did all the work) Eden, in May 2007. That’s two
and half years! I’ve enjoyed my time as editor producing the, eagerly awaited
‘monthly mag’, but now feel that it’s time to hand over the reigns to someone
else. To this end I’ve decided not to stand for re-election at the next SAM
AGM, due to take place on the February Group Night early next year, and to
hand over the role earlier if a willing volunteer should come forward in the
meantime. My interview for the role came from Martin Andrew, our Secretary
and went something like this:
MA
SG
MA
SG

“Can you use Microsoft Word?”
“Yes.”
“Do you fancy taking the job as Editor?”
“Go on then.”

So if you think there is a budding editor in you, you’re considering it or you’d
just like to know what’s involved then I’d be please to chat on group night or
over the phone or via email. My contact details are on page 3.
Cheers
Steve
P.S. If you’d like to help save the group on the printing and postage costs of
your monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email
notification instead, then please give me your email details on group night or
send me an email.
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• At work driving assessments and
training for car, van and LGV drivers
• Consultancy
service
to
assist
organisations to develop their road risk
management policy and procedures
• PassPlus - £75 discount, see website
for details

www.csensedt.co.uk
Contact Glen Mures
on 07748 195179

• Driver MOT – for older drivers and
anyone with medical conditions that may
affect their driving
• Trailer towing – if you passed your car
test after 1st January 1997, you may
need to pass an additional towing test,
see website for details
• Eco-Driving – increase your mpg and
reduce your motoring costs!

SMART
RIDER

•

Compulsory Basic Training

•

125 cc & Direct Access

•

Rusty Riders Refresher

•

Riding Skills Development

•

Enhanced Rider Scheme

Professional Motorcycle and
Roadcraft Training on a one-to-one
basis (except CBT) in
Bury St. Edmunds
Contact Tony Fuller on
07763 018027 or 01440 786928
www.smartrider.co.uk
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This Internet shop allows you to purchase regalia of the Suffolk Advanced
Motorcyclists group.
http://sam.spreadshirt.net

NB. This is just a small selection of the items available. There are over 90
items in various colour combinations. If you want something with different
colour combinations, just ask and we will see what we can do.
The SAM Observer September 2009
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November Breakfast Run
Sunday 1st November – Marina Bay Cafe,
Lower Marine Parade, Gorleston-on-Sea.
NR31 6BT
Ride Co-ordinator: Rob Day (01449 737551)
Meeting at Tesco Stowmarket 8.30am for 9.00am departure

From Tesco Stowmarket car park
T/L at R/A, on to A1120 through Stowupland &
Follow A1120 to Peasenhall
L/T to Walpole & join B1117 to Halesworth
At 3rd R/A in Halesworth
R/T onto B1123 for 1 mile to Holton then
L/T onto B1124 to Brampton
L/T onto A145 & follow through Beccles
L/T onto A146 (direction Norwich) and
after 1 mile R/T onto A143 (direction Great Yarmouth)
T/R to Gorleston-on-Sea just before Great Yarmouth
The cafe is located adjacent to the Pier Gardens.
Check all routes with your Road Map (and/or see the route on a map by
following the links in the Calendar on the SAM website, or the SAM Forum)
before setting out, then maybe no one will get lost. Even better, take the route
and a road map with you. In the event of unsuitable weather please contact the
Ride Coordinator to find out if the planned ride is going ahead.
The SAM Observer September 2009
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Social Rides
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the
vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group
activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist cannot and
do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to
vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the
Group. Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own
risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person
or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road
tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable).
Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committees
guidelines as follows:
You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route
If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine.
Be responsible for your own safety
Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time.
Have a FULL tank of fuel
No more than 5 in a group
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Oradour 2009
Day 2
Day 2 – Brezolles to Chauvigny – Saturday 2nd May
I woke up early and looked out of the window, it was a total white out with fog
on the deck. Quick shower then onto breakfast, continental style. Packed the
bags then loaded the bike. Keith was keen to set off pronto and get miles / km
under our belts. The aim was to average 40 miles per hour. Both Keith and
Ray had chosen alternative routes, so who was going to be first this time?!
A few riders, myself included visited the local petrol station to fill up, and
returned to the hotel. Having set off, it turned out David Argent had forgotten
he’d left a pair of glasses on the pillion seat of the bike. They didn’t stay on
for long! Martin Barrell (Suzuki M800) later recounted he’d seen a pair of
glasses lying in the road, that were crushed to smithereens by a nameless
following rider! Good job David had a spare pair packed so he was able to
continue the journey.
The fog and our spirits soon lifted. We carried on in a Southerly direction to
Chauvigny stopping at several small towns including Chateauneuf-enThymerais, Illiers Combray, Chateaudun, Blois, Montrichard, Loches, Le
Grand Pressigny, Angles Sur D’Anglin (the Medieval town was soon rechristened by SAM as “Angles of Dangles”). It was all country roads that day,
with no Autoroutes. What a contrast to the pot holed roads we’re so used to
over here, hardly any traffic, wide open vistas, straight undulating roads,
forests, vineyards, bends, fields of rape-seed, overtaking opportunities.
Compared with our poor driving standards, French drivers seem generally
much more biker aware and spot you coming and indicate meaning they are
intending to pull over to let you past. You thank them in return with a leg
wave as you pass. Whenever we stopped in towns, it seemed that people freely
came over to generally admire the bikes and chat. Speed limits in towns are
generally 50 km/h with a few slower sections.
I got the distinct impression Keith was keen to make progress quickly, and my
second mistake was sticking too closely behind. I noted a cruiser rider behind
gradually dropping back, then lost him at a roundabout at one of the towns. I
wasn’t sure if the change of direction was GPS related, and whether the rider
had their own plans, or wanted to spy on Ray’s group, so I followed Keith for a
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short while. There were no riders behind me, so both of us pulled into the
nearest lay by and waited. Naturally Keith wasn’t too amused, and gave me a
metaphorical rap on the knuckles for not dropping back, so after a few minutes,
we were about to set off and retrace our steps back to the last roundabout. At
that very moment, we were greeted with the sight of multiple headlights far
away in the distance. The pack were back! A few jokes were exchanged when
the riders arrived, and we quickly reformed the group and carried on our way.
It transpired that GPS had no hold over Maureen’s considerable and notable
map reading expertise!
We continued to the next town, this time I noticed Keith pushing ahead yet the
riders behind quite content to continue at a more relaxed pace. My third
mistake was keeping the other riders behind me, until such a time I lost sight of
Keith and Maureen ahead. I suspected Keith might eventually slow down! For
what seemed like an age, I carried on until the next roundabout where I worked
out by the direction signs and the towns we were heading through that Keith
and Maureen had turned left onto a section of dual carriageway. Imagine the
confusion when on entering this section, I observed Keith and Maureen
heading the opposite way on the opposite carriageway in some strange game of
roundabout tag! This reminded me of my regular moped runs where the local
kiddies are renowned for repointing the direction markers (flags) the night
before! Keith gesticulated for the group to pull over into the nearest layby. It
turned out I and the rest of the group were in fact heading in the right direction!
After this, Keith relaxed his pace a little and the group stayed more or less
together for the rest of the journey.

Coffee break at Chateaudun
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We got so good at sticking together the effect transferred over to Ray’s group.
Imagine our surprise on encountering Ray’s group at a roundabout and picking
up a few tail enders including Harry King (BMW R1200 GS) only to meet up
with Ray’s group at a subsequent roundabout several tens of miles away and
lose them! This was bar discussion material, was this some kind of plot by
Keith to destabilise Ray’s group so he would make it first to the hotel?! Other
memories are experiencing riding in different positions within Keith’s group
including last but one in front of Keith’s “sweepers” Paul and Lynne Stockings
(BMW R1200 GS) who did an excellent job of keeping the group together.
Paul and Lynne even spotted yours truly driving through a French red light...
Well you know what they say about the Romans...

Car park at Golden Lion Hotel
We finally arrived at the Golden Lion Hotel in Chauvigny, a Medieval town
around 4 pm. Total riding distance a little short of 200 miles. The evening
format followed the first night only volume levels appeared to have increased
or was it the dining room acoustics? We soon knew when Ray pointed out that
further contributions from each table were needed to settle the rapidly
accumulating bar bill!
Neil Morley
The SAM Observer September 2009
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FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES

AUTOFIT(Ipswich) Ltd
OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG
DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD
WITH ADRIAN
“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE”
KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE…
Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd
8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE
Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966
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Our Venue
Group Nights start at 7:30 pm on the third Tuesday of every month at
The Valley Restaurant, Fynn Valley Golf Club, Witnesham. IP6 9JA
All facilities, including bar and restaurant are available from 6pm.

Map courtesy of www.openstreetmap.org
Creative Commons Licence
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Events Diary
Tuesday 20th October

Group Night – Paul Davey of
Davey Brother Motorcycles
Fynn Valley Golf Club 7:30 pm

Thursday 22nd October

Roadcraft Theory Night
Cornering
Fynn Valley Golf Club 7:30 pm

Sunday 1st November

Breakfast Run – Marina Bay Cafe,
Lower Marine Parade, Gorleston-on-Sea.
NR31 6BT

Tuesday 17th November Group Night – Hideout Leathers
Fynn Valley Golf Club 7:30 pm

Membership Fees for 2009
Full Member £20.00
Associate £139 - Skills for Life
Includes the current issue of “Pass your Advanced Motorcycle Test” and your
IAM Test fee for new members
Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00
Friend of the Group £6.00
For friend or colleague of a group member. The Newsletter is not included in
this price
Joint Full Members £23.00
Membership entitles you to 1 Newsletter per couple and to attend monthly
Group meetings which will encompass both riding and safety techniques,
speaker on interesting and varied subject, Group rides at weekends and
evenings and the fellowship of like-minded people.
Please support us by renewing and helping the Group to flourish in the cause of
safer motorcycling.
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