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This month's cover picture was supplied by Nigel Chittock and is of his 

Triumph Sprint at Tower Bridge, London. One of the locations on the Davey 

Brothers' Calendar Challenge (http://www.daveybros.co.uk/16.html). 

Mike Roberts did the picture editing and graphical work. 

Picture sent in by Mark Hardy from his trip to Scotland 

Report to follow… isn’t it… ☺ 
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October’s 
Chairman’s Chat 
 

Dear Reader, 
 

Welcome to the October edition of our SAM 

magazine. I’m afraid I will have to keep my chat very 

short as time management and I have been at 

loggerheads this month resulting in a situation whereby, shortly after pressing 

the send key, David and I will be flying off to the Antipodes for a few weeks. 
 

Having been planning the trip for some time, looking forward to what we 

might be doing ‘this time next month’ or ‘this time next week’ suddenly it’s 

‘this time tomorrow we will be in Dubai’.  
 

Because our holidays are usually taken on the motorbikes we are used to 

travelling light so it seems an incredible luxury to be able to pack several pairs 

of shoes. Mind you, if I’m honest, having all that space to fill became a bit of a 

pressure in the end. 
 

As I won’t be around for the next few weeks I’m afraid I need to mention the 

‘C’ word now. Yes, I’m talking about the SAM Christmas meal on 9
th
 

December. Fynn Valley has a scrumptious Christmas menu and tickets will be 

available shortly from John Sillett, so please come along and join us and feel 

free to bring friends too if you wish. 
 

I do hope you enjoy the October group night presentation by Alex Jackson 

from Kaapstad Motorcycle Adventure Tours on Tuesday 21
st
, it will be the first 

group night I’ve missed for a long time and I shall miss you all but I shall be 

back in good time for the November meeting to hear all about a very exciting 

motorcycle adventure to Zambia in 2014. 
 

I hope you enjoy reading the rest of this magazine. If you are currently 

preparing for your IAM test I hope you’re enjoying the process and I wish you 

every success in achieving a test pass.   
 

With my very best wishes, 

BeverleyBeverleyBeverleyBeverley 
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New Associate Members
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members:
 

 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next issue

IAM Test Passes
Congratulations to the members who have passed their 

Advanced test this month.
 

Kevin Brendish  his Observer was

Roger Griffiths  his Observers were

Roger Titmarsh  his O
 

When you pass your advanced test please let

Derek Barker or Susan Smith know.
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SAM’s National 
Observers 

 

I’m pleased to announce that we have another National Observer in the team.  

David Rudland, recently passed his test with Jon Taylor, the IAM Staff 

Examiner. 

 

Well done David great result. ☺ 

 

Derek Barker 
Chief Observer 

 

 

 

A gentle reminder 
 

Dear SAM Member 

 

Yes, it’s getting towards that time of year when collection of subscriptions will 

soon be upon us again. 

 

This is a reminder to make sure that those of you, who have standing orders 

with your bank, have changed them to incorporate the increased £2 from last 

year. 

 

The price for renewal of subs is £22 per member, or £25 for joint membership 

 

Thank you in advance for your co-operation.  

 

Linda Barker 
Membership Secretary 
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Childhood dreams... 
40 years on! 

 

One of my first memories of bikes relates back to sitting on a bike in a very 

scruffy old workshop in Holly Rd in Rushmere St Andrew. I was probably only 

7 or 8 years old. My Dad helped an old guy called Eddie Vincent run a small 

'gardening club' shop from his garage at the weekends and I would often sneak 

into the workshop to sit on this old bike. My Dad rode a bike at the time (I can't 

recall what it was) and he used to pick me up on his way home for lunch and 

put me on his tank with my legs dangling over the handlebars as we rode down 

the dirt farm track to our house. On this old bike I would dream of thrashing 

along a track like the riders we saw every Thursday night at Foxhall Speedway. 
 

As I got older I hatched a plan to get my Dad to ask Eddie if we could have the 

bike to 'do up' one day my Dad became the proud owner of the bike and side 

car outfit. Not sure what year it was but it was probably about 1978. The bike 

had been taken off the road by the military police back in 1951 as it was too 

dangerous to drive. Basically the front brake consisted of a bit of string tied to 

the handlebars that you pulled on! The MP stopped it on it's way back from 

Landguard point where Eddie was a rifle instructor. We know all this as I have 

letters of authority for him to get Fuel Vouchers and Coupons. 
 

So as a fresh faced 'toolmaker' back in the 80's I was making bit's for the bike 

and hoping perhaps that I could get it on the road before our Wedding in 

1985...and that is where it all stopped! 
 

You see I had neglected one small part in the plan....houses. Which seem to 

have taken up the last 30 years of my spare time. Some people might say that 

me wasting time fishing; shooting; motorcycling and gardening also 

contributed! 
 

Well as the years went by I realised if I was to use my Dad's knowledge to 

finally get this bike finished I was going to have to get going. How was 

someone like me who can hardly remember bikes with 'kick starts' ever hope to 

fix this thing. Well sadly Dad passed away last year very suddenly so I was left 

with no choice. So I summonsed the help of the SAM membership, 'someone 

must know about these things' so I called Graham Parker (he's into this old 

stuff)! Graham put me in-touch with a 'mechanical genius' and very hard to 

find 'shed dwellers' who still exist in deepest darkest Essex. I'll also be forever 

grateful to the Dutch guys who work magic by exchanging, finding and making 



The SAM Observer October 2014         www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 9 

parts. Without the wobbly web I'm sure this would have been impossible as I 

remember forays up to the phone box armed with 2 pence coins and the MCN 

and Classic Bike when we started this renovation in the 1980's. 
 

Hey presto and 6 months later we have the bike back on the road, it's not 

perfect and will never be 'concourse' it is what it is....Hopefully Dad is up there 

somewhere having a good laugh at my expense as I had to be shown how to 

start this bike! 
 

The bike is a very used and not very loved for over 60 years BSA H29 (1929 

Side Valve). You will definitely hear this bike before you see it, it is a real 

challenge to ride. I'm beginning to understand why when you see old movies of 

bikes the rider seems to be hardly able to drive in a straight line. 

I still have lot's to do, but for the moment I'm just living the day dream of an 8 

year old! 
 

I can't quite imagine that I'll be able to 'Observe' from this bike, but hopefully 

I'll attend a few meetings and vintage rallies and represent the Group that way. 

If anyone out there can help me with re-conditioning a very old speedo (North 

and Sons Watford) or can offer any advice on sign writing for the number 

plates I'd love to hear from you. 
 

André Castle        Picture on page 31 

 

 
Sent in By Colin Lodge 
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Verdun 
 

The feedback from our trip to the Somme battlefield run during September 

2013 had been 

conclusive – “can we 

have more of the same 

please but somewhere 

else next time?” Well, 

at least that’s what my 

selective hearing 

heard! 

 

But where should we 

go next time? Two 

weeks after returning 

from the Somme Liz 

and I were on our way 

to Bavaria with 

Verdun as a scheduled stop. 

 

For those of you unfamiliar with Verdun, it is a French town that was the scene 

of the longest battle of WW1 – February 1916 until December 1916 inclusive – 

between the French and Germans. Following the war Verdun and the Somme 

battlefields were both declared as “zone rouge” areas i.e. sufficiently 

devastated and contaminated with unexploded munitions to demand that it is 

never re-occupied. Whilst the Somme ignored this declaration and was rebuilt, 

Verdun’s battlefield was forested over and left pretty much ‘as was’ from 

1918. 

 

This was Liz’s first visit to this battlefield and she was enthralled. The 

‘rawness’ compared to the Somme coupled with several interesting 

fortifications kept us happy for a couple of days, the developments since I had 

last visited making the history far easier to appreciate  – I had found our next 

battlefield destination. 

 

Thirteen names were quickly secured for a trip during September 2014. 

Unfortunately during the week preceding our trip two retirements were 

announced due to unexpected family situations arising. 
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Nine of us stayed in Folkstone on the Friday night, being joined in time for the 

08.50 train on Saturday by Soji and Adam who had left Kings Lynn at silly-

o’clock that morning. 

 

Everything was 

in order, we 

were on time 

and had 

successfully 

checked in for 

Le Shuttle. This 

quickly 

changed. Whilst 

waiting to 

board the train 

an ominous 

looking pool of oil started forming around the rear wheel of Soji’s bike. Alas a 

seal in the rear differential had popped out allowing the oil to escape. 

Collectively we decided that the only decent thing to do was to push his heap 

out of the way and to board our train! 

 

Breaking into three small groups we all followed the same route – autoroute to 

Cambrai then cross country to Verdun with a handful of rest and fuel stops 

along the way. The roads beyond Cambrai were excellent – generally well 

surfaced, devoid of traffic and a welcome mix of straights and ‘twisty bits’. 

Euan had done us proud with his selection. 

 

Our chosen hotel proved to be a good decision – central to Verdun allowing a 

walk into town for meals and beers, wifi and secure underground parking. 

What more could we want? Decent beer it turned out, but excellent food almost 

compensated to top off a really good day. 

 

Sunday morning dawned overcast, with the prospect of rain. Nearing the 

breakfast room I could hear a familiar voice – the laughter and accompanying 

banter could only mean one thing. Soji had arrived! His bike had been 

recovered back to Kings Lynn, his wife Margaret had got the car prepared 

whilst he was in transit allowing a quick swap at home for a renewed effort to 

reach Verdun by 03.30 that morning.   Crazy. 
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The battlefield is pretty small therefore we could readily visit the key sites – 

The Ossuary (a memorial plus home to the remains of over 130,000 casualties 

recovered from the battlefield, irrespective of nationality), Fort Douaomont 

(the primary fort in the area), Douaomont Village (one of nine villages totally 

destroyed during the battle), Trench of Bayonets (memorial to a column of 

soldiers buried by shellfire where they stood) and Abri de Quatre Chiminèe (a 

bunker attacked by the Germans). We had entered the Ossuary under grey 

skies, by the time we had reached the top of the bell tower low cloud and rain 

had swept in and compromised the view – the distinctive white museum at 

Fleury, which is not even a mile way, was invisible. Fortunately, when we left 

the rain had stopped and that was the last we saw of it.   

 

All attendees had been encouraged to bring a torch but without any 

explanation. All was about to become clear. We visited a fort that had been left 

untouched after the war and where access was possible although rather dark as 

it was through the original entrance tunnels, hence the need for torches. The 

tunnels narrowed as you pushed into the fort due to silt and various pieces of 

debris, finally emerging into the fort’s centre. Here was total devastation, the 

core buildings having been swept away by shell fire. Whilst undergrowth 

softened the image the horror was still evident. 

 

Our evening in Verdun was spent at a different restaurant where the beer was 

much better than the previous evening but the food was inferior accept for 
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John, a vegetarian, who found the food to be far more to his taste which was a 

relief - the French do struggle with the concept of not eating meat. 

 

The following morning we set off to meet our booked guide for a walking tour 

around part of the German back area. Dense mist shrouded us to within a mile 

of our destination but it quickly burned off to reveal clear blue skies and a 

warming sun.  

 

The previous day Soji had ridden pillion on various bikes but today, perhaps 

frightened by his experience, he elected to take the car which was just perfect - 

we now had access to mobile, lockable, storage which could take our helmets, 

jackets etc. whilst visiting sites. I’m not sure whether he had this in mind 

before setting off but he was a good sport for allowing its use. 

 

Our guide, Jean-Paul, was superb. Whilst for him it was a well-trodden route 

we were actually in a very remote area only visited by farmers and hunters, 

tourists being very much the exception. Consequently our brief stray across a 

recently ploughed field yielded many artefacts that captivated us all. From that 

moment onwards Dave Cusdin was regularly seen heading off into a field at 

any opportunity to ‘forage’. Our very own Womble. The many woods slowly 

revealed their secrets to us – trenches, fox holes, damaged trees, howitzer pits, 
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the Hindenburg line, concrete pill boxes etc. etc – the list goes on. One pill box 

still had parts of the original wooden bunk bed frame in place! Fascinating. 

 

After lunch the American Cemetery was our next stop. Nearly 14,000 white 

marble headstones stared back at us – the largest American Cemetery in 

Europe. From here some very interesting roads took us to the village of 

Vauquois, or what is left of it. Having a dominant hill top position with a 360 

degree view overlooking the surrounding plains it was very popular with both 

armies who were equally determined to hold it. The resulting mine warfare 

totally destroyed the village and most of the hill top! 

 

A quick visit to Voie Sacreè memorial followed. This road runs between 

Verdun and Bar-Le-Duc, being kept open throughout the entire battle thus 

enabling the uninterrupted movement of troops, ammunition etc. As the day 

was getting late a few decided to return to the hotel whilst 8 of us headed off to 

the Citidal for the train ride through various cameos revealing how life would 

have been there during WW1. 

 

Tuesday was the end of our visit, demanding a reluctant return home. The 

majority returned via the route used for our outbound journey although the 

group that I was in avoided the autoroute completely to reach Calais. Whilst 

inevitably it took longer the roads made it worthwhile 

 

And so another motorcycling/WW1 weekend had finished. The weekend was 

perhaps best summarised through the experience of my buddy Geoff Caldwell 

who had joined our little trip. Other than me he knew no one. However, he was 

very quickly made to feel welcome and within 24 hours he was fully integrated 

into the group and sharing the ‘in’ jokes. For this he was exceptionally grateful 

and also a little surprised. He shouldn’t have been – Fenrider’s is that sort of 

group! Thanks guys. 

 

One final story to sign off. Soji “lucky” Ojelade got stuck on the train at 

Folkstone when another car broke down further along the carriage, delaying 

him by an hour. A memorable weekend in oh so many ways! 

 

John Jenkins 

  



The SAM Observer October 2014         www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 16 

More hints and tips for 
Associates (a trilogy)  

 

I have received mixed feedback from my last guidance, it appears that some of 

you have found it amusing, can I remind us all that advanced riding is a serious 

business and being happy while you are hooning along the B1077 is 

unacceptable and not what the IAM or SAM are about. 
 

This month I have decided to share some helpful guidance about that hoary old 

chestnut, which foot to put down. 
 

Now, as we all know it doesn’t matter, control is the key, but let’s look at the 

problem using a similar (almost identical) scenario from real life. 
 

Since one has given being working class the elbow, one has received a number 

of dinner invitations from older men often in a formal setting. 
 

For those of you who are not as experienced with formal nosh as me, one of the 

first things you will notice at these bashes is that there is an enormous amount 

of equipment provided for you to tackle said nosh. 
 

Now dear reader, it is perfectly OK for you to deal with the Prawn cocktail 

using the biggest fork and knife in front of you, you will achieve your objective 

but at what cost? 
 

You have created a distraction, your host, (who no doubt has aspirations to 

learn more about your advanced riding techniques later) is confused, and do 

you really want to eat the Steak Diane with a spoon? 
 

This is the dining equivalent of sacrificing safety for position. 
 

So it is with the left foot, excessive use is a distraction, it works but if, as an 

associate you consider your role is that of carer for the Observer (and this is a 

good thing); you are not helping them become happy. 
 

Now just before I leave the analogy, I believe I have made my point, can I 

recommend Fynn Valley Golf Club restaurant as an ideal venue for the single 

female rider of a certain age? 
 

Only the other day I enjoyed a delicious battered sausage there myself, and 

provided you are wearing a one piece leather suit or you look like Rupert Bear 

you will be able to munch away unmolested by a retired person or worse, 

someone from the working classes. 
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OK let us now consider technical solutions to the foot down conundrum, firstly 

stabilisers, these I know are available for certain bikes such as Triumph and 

KTM for example, just click on the tab ‘Big Jessie’ and go from there. 
 

I found a more creative and economic solution via Gumtree where I was able to 

purchase 2 artificial legs, unfortunately one male and one female but that is not 

important. 
 

I fixed one to each side of my bike just behind me, clad in an old pair of pink 

leather trousers that no longer suit me. 
 

So what you do is, as you approach a stop, you still put down your (preferred) 

left foot but then immediately deploy by hand the Right leg/foot as well. 
 

Your Observer has been highly trained to spot the old right leg move and as 

soon as they see it they will become fixated on it and happy which as we all 

know is the primary objective of the advanced rider. 
 

Another useful benefit from your modest investment is that when making 

progress, as you traverse left or right hand bends at speed the opposite leg will 

gracefully fly out to the horizontal position creating a flamboyant, exuberant 

riding style for your observer to enjoy. 
 

For those of you with speakers on your bike, combining this action with the 

playing of a raspberry sound is dangerous and to be deplored. 
 

Unfortunately, honesty compels me to report one mishap that occurred during 

the trial period. 
 

The female leg (mounted on the LHS) is naturally more aerodynamic than the 

male one and I failed to notice that it had deployed to the horizontal position 

while I was riding in Ipswich the other day at 30 mph. 
 

As I passed a Bus stop the leg got hooked on the sign and was violently 

wrenched from the bike, the screams from the people in the bus queue were so 

horrific I felt unable to stop and explain. 
 

This I feel in no way invalidates the technique, all I need to do is make sure I 

stay in Zone B. 
 

Stay safe, happy biking. 

 

Suzy D’Yell. 
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BREAKFAST RUN 
2nd November 

La Hogue 

Chippenham, nr Newmarket, Ely, 

Cambridgeshire 

CB7 5PZ 

 

Tel:01638 751128 

http://www.lahogue.co.uk 

 

Meet at car park behind Currys Copdock IP8 3TT in good time for 09:15 

Briefing and subsequent departure. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator is David Wood 
 

Exit onto Ipswich bound A1214 then turn left at Holiday Inn traffic lights and 

join A1071 past Hadleigh to Sudbury. 
 

Take the by-pass but leave the A143 at the B1064 and continue through Long 

Melford. 
 

Turn left at the green onto the A1092 but shortly turn right on the B1066 

through Glemsford and Boxted. 
 

Not long after exiting Boxted turn left onto an unnamed road but signposted 

Hawkedon and carry on until meeting the A143 again. Turn left and then 

right after a little way onto the B1063. 
 

Shortly after passing Lidgate there is a sharp, chevron marked left hand bend 

with two turn-offs to the right. Take the second of the roads, the B1085 

through Dalham. Straight over the roundabout at the A11 and continue until a 

very sharp right hand bend. 
 

Turn left into La Hogue Road the cafe is approximately 3/4 of a mile on the 

left. 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, 

so you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the 

vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group 

activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot 

and do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage 

to vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the 

Group.  Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own 

risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person 

or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road 

tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of the 

route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, 

directly after Group Nights, SAM holds its 

monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever 

revolving subject list of important rider skills 

these nights are an informal evening of facts 

and lively banter all aimed at improving your 

ride based on the information in “How to be a 

better rider”. 

 

Each session covers one of the four main topic 

areas; 

 

 

 
 

 Overtaking 
 

 Planning & Positioning 
 

 Cornering 
 

 Gears & Acceleration 
 

 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the Skill for Life course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on their theory and 

add their experiences and questions to the session. 

 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves 

time on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an 

opportunity to discuss any issues you may have generally on your Skill for Life 

Course. 

 

Derek Barker  
SAM Chief Observer 
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When I packed a 50l bag 
 

It’s amazing how much you really don't need for a week’s trip, checked the 

weather forecast for the continent, checked the mapping on the SatNav, and 

rode down to the channel tunnel to join a Horizon mini Alps tour for a week. 
 

We arrived in Calais early on the Sunday and took the motorway to Reims for 

lunch, and then onto our first hotel at Labaraoche, in the Voges in France, on 

some lovely back roads. Got a comfortable room, good evening meal and a 

couple of glasses of local beer, a common formula for the following evenings ! 
 

Day 2.  After an early breakfast we headed off on the Route Des Cretes across 

the Voges to Mulhouse, and the Swiss border. We then had to go through Basel 

and headed towards Lucerne, passing around the lake towards Andermatt, 

avoiding the motorways or “Green routes" where possible. We then went over 

the Furka pass to our hotel at Reckingen, a chalet style hotel off the beaten 

track. Evening meal, included in the tour price and some local beers later. The 

conversation among the group was mainly, inevitably, about bikes and the days 

roads. 
 

We did loose one of the party on this day as he forgot to cross back over to the 

right after a contraflow, and came off worse after an argument with a van, 

ending up in hospital.  Many Swiss roads are repaired during the summer. 
 

Day three was fun with lots of Alpine passes, Gimsel, Susten, Nufen, and an 

interesting cobbled pass, La Tremola, the San Bernadino, the Splugen passes 

and onto to Davos where we were staying for the next two nights. Lovely day 

riding, lots of hairpins and dramatic scenery.  
 

Apparently, cobbles were added to hairpin bends and inclines to assist horse 

traction, and not just to slow motorbike riders down ! The hotel was right in the 

center of the town with a decent bar and restaurants nearby. 
 

Day 4 and we headed out over the Fluela Pass and into Italy to tackle the 

Stelvio Pass. The Stelvio has 60 hairpins, 48 going up and 12 down the other 

side, the way we were riding it, with very steep turns. You don't want to stop 

halfway round as you cannot put your foot down. Top is at 2,800 m and it was 

snowing slightly. temp at 2 degrees c, and was 

23 further into Italy at the bottom. After that we did the Gavia Pass which is 

very narrow, no crash barriers, but dramatic views and Dutch sports bikers 

trying to overtake on blind bends !. Not for the faint hearted ( one of the group 

decided not to risk his bike or himself on this days jaunt ) After lunch of anti 
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pasti outdoors in the garden of a nice Italian bistro we went back over the 

Aprica Pass and into Switzerland and back to Davos. 
 

On day 5 we left Davos and headed north towards the Rhine and the German 

border, where we picked up the start of the B500. We ignored the given 

directions and continued on to do more of this glorious road, about half of it, 

turning off at Triberg, after pausing at the lake at Titersee for lunch, before 

heading back into France and the Vosges. Over the last mountain pass col du 

Ballon, Alsace and onto country roads to our last hotel at St Maurice- sur- 

Moselle a ski resort in the mountains. 
 

The mis-interpretation of the SatNav meant we did the last 8 km off road on 

forest tracks. Couldn't have planned it better, switching the KTM onto offroad 

was very revealing and very enjoyable, as was a cold local beer or two on the 

terrace in the sun before a good dinner. 
 

Day 6 and we left early heading back to Calais via the Champagne region, on 

the Route de Rose, ( I think ) lunch in a French bar in one of the villages, 

homemade lasagne, surrounded by vineyards, then Reims and alas motorway 

back to the tunnel. 
 

We managed to grab an earlier train back and after having been on the 

Continent for a week and visiting 4 different countries, coming back I am 

always amazed at the standard of British driving generally, filtering almost all 

the way down the A12. Checking the trip we had done just over 

2,200 miles during the week. 
 

I had a truly spectacular week with a great variation of roads and experiences. 

The hotels were generally good, some being out of the way in lovely locations, 

though having to cope with 21 bikers, meant not have much of a choice of 

menu each evening, made up for by a good choice of local beers ! 
 

We downloaded the routes before leaving and organised ourselves into small 

groups at the meeting point. This seemed to work pretty well, sports bikes 

stuck together, GS riders in a group. In fact, out of 21 bikes, there were 7 

BMW R1200 GS ( there were two liquid cooled versions, one had had a new 

engine, due to corrosion and the other was on his 3rd gearbox which was still 

clunky ! Also a couple of RTs, one of which came into its own when its riders 

mates Ducati split its chain, cracking the crankcase. The only other incident 

was a young lad who omitted to follow the road when it jinked in one of the 

numerous tunnels and ploughed into a brand new Mercedes CLK. He and bike 

survived remarkably unscathed (unlike the Merc ) to fight another day.( It was 

suggested further training, an IAM course, might be useful ) The speed limit in 
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Switzerland is generally 50 mph and the police are keen, 2 of the sports bikers 

got nicked and fined on the spot. Our group of 4 did purchase vinettes at the 

border but as far as I am aware no one in our party was required to produce 

one. 
 

All in all a brilliant and exciting week on what is turning out to be an extremely 

versatile bike. The KTM 1190 R was great on motorways, tight mountain 

roads, hairpins and off road. Now where to go next year ? 

 

Ian Bishop 

 
 

Editorial 
 

Well home safe and sound, Half way down the 

A9 we found it was closed for five hours due to 

an overturned lorry, spilling its contents over 

the carriageway, so we had to double back and 

take the A82 though Glen Coe, My favourite 

road, not as much fun in a car but still a 

pleasure to travel down. After that, it’s 

motorway all the way home, and 12 hours…  

 

Going though my millions of emails I had one from Bennett’s who I now 

insure with as the last one was getting expensive. It basically was thank me for 

being with them for the year, so fished out the bike’s paper work and check 

over the details, Insurance is good till the end of the year but the MOT had ran 

out….. WHAT. *Little bit of blue language* How embarrassing, Very 

embarrassing as it wasn’t by a few days, so a quick call to the local bike MOT 

station in Diss and booked an appointment, dashed in and it FAILED….. Rear 

brake pads and front wheel bearing… Bother….  

 

Another call to Orwells and parts on order, few days later a text to say that they 

where in, as Wednesday night was committee night I asked Orwells if they had 

a place that they could leave the parts as I was coming in to Ipswich that 

evening. 



The SAM Observer October 2014         www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 24 

 

Parts collected so now I had to remove the wheel, careful knocking out the old 

bearing which didn’t seem bad, one was a bit rough, tapped in the new 

bearings, refitted the wheel, cleaned up and greased the sliders on the front 

brakes, changed the pads on the rear. Back in early in the morning and passed, 

Phew… got so much going on at the moment that I totally forgot about this 

little detail…. 

 

Since that little excitement, I haven’t used the poor thing much, Was out last 

night and as the weather is defiantly turned I put the liners in the suit, and 

cooked… 

 

Safe Riding    Felix...    Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860  

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

Thank you 
To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. 
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Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club 
night 

 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride 

outs have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so 

feel free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will 

have another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has 

all the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman 

as the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts 

the A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate 

to your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 

 

Advertise here 
 

£25 for 
1/8  page 

Annual Advertising 
Rates: 

 

Advertise on the SAM 
website for an 
additional £25. 

 

Contact: 
 

Felix 07712649860 
 

Sam.editor@btinternet.com 

 

£35 for ¼ page 
£50 for ½ page 

£75 for full page 
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MEMBER INFORMATION  
 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 

 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Barker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
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CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards) 
 

Save your membership fee, and more, by using these retailers who give a 

discount to SAM members.  Contact: Graham Parker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
 

 

 

SAM Events for your Diary 
 

 

October 2014 
 

Saturday 18
th
   Saturday Jaunt, Suffolk Waterpark, IP8 4JS, Meet at 

Stowmarket Tesco’s, IP14 5BE, in good time for 13:15 Briefing and 

subsequent departure. 
 

Tuesday 21
st
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 Followed 

by guest speaker Alex Jackson from Kaapstad Motorcycle Adventure Tours 

http://www.kaapstadmat.com  
 

Thursday 23
rd
   Theory Evening. Come along and learn more about 

Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Planning & Positioning 
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November 2014 
 

Sunday 2
nd
   Breakfast Run, La Hogue, Chippenham, Ely, Meet at 

car park behind Curry’s Copdock IP8 3TT in good time for 09:15 Briefing and 

subsequent departure. 
 

Tuesday 18
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 Followed 

by guest speakers Experience Africa - Riders for Health with Paul King, Gary 

Taylor & Graham Parker 
 

Thursday 20
th
   Theory Evening. Come along and learn more about 

Roadcraft. 19:30. Topic: Cornering 
 

December 2014 
 

Sunday 7
th
   Breakfast Run, TBA 

 

Tuesday 9
th
   SAM Christmas Meal. Fynn Valley Golf Club. 19:30 ~ 

22:00 
 

 
 

 

Note from Editor 
Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any 

changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can 

be unpredictable. 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd
 Thursday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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Picture by Andre Castle 
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