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This month's cover picture was submitted by Phil Acton 
 

Mike Roberts did the cover picture editing and graphical work. 
 

 

 
 

My company ( KLH Architects ) , have been extending our premises, and is 

almost complete, however, during the build, myself and the builder were 

thinking that the space would be better used as a motorcycle 

showroom………… so this weekend, just before we have our official opening 

by the Mayor of Ipswich, the builder ( Toby Downing ), his father ( Marcus 

Downing ) and I decided to bring our bikes in and have our own little bike 

show. 
 

So we have Marcus’s 2002 Triumph Speed Triple in Candy metallic pink,his 

1960’s Triumph 650 rebuilt by his own hands to scrambler spec, Toby’s 

Triumph 675 Street Triple (2008 ), his KTM 525 EXC ( just back from Isle of 

Man ), my BMW F800 GS Adventure Touring, Honda XL500S ( 1980 ), 

Ducati 350 Street Scrambler ( 1972 ), and Ducati 2004 carbon edition 749R 

race bike. 
 

Hope this is of interest 
 

Alan Howard 
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your Committee 

No Calls After 9pm Please 
 

Officers 
Chairman    Steve Gocher   01473 430643 

Secretary     John Sillett    01473 219488 

Treasurer    Bryan Duncan   07879 654122 
 

Committee Members 
Vice Chairman   Martin Drury   07595 277831 

Chief Observer   Karl Hale    01359 241552 

RL & RC Training   Leia Dowsing   07841 699081 

Buddy Co-ordinator   Vicky Smith    01255 830352 

Caring SAM   Brian Ellis    07740 564097 

Group Nights   Trevor Read    07775 594899 

Publicity    Martin Drury   07595 277831 

Publicity Co-ordinator  Glyn Hill    07986 319163 

Discount Scheme   David Arbon    01473 684206 

Webmaster    Mike Roberts   01473 718915 

Magazine Editor   Felix Oliver    07712 649860 
 

Committee Support Members 
Membership Secretary  Linda Barker   01473 327555 

Associate Co-ordinator  Susan Smith    01206 251946 

Admin Support   Sara Hale    01359 241552 
 

National Observers 
Mike Roberts 01473 718915 David Rudland  01473 401362 

Derek Barker 01473 327555 Richard Toll   01473 401363 

Leia Dowsing 07841 699081 Lee Gage   07732 753623 

Paul Spalding 07879 844618  

Observers 
John Morgan 01473 711699 Steve Gocher  01473 430643 

Paul Newman 01473 620450 Simon Phillips  01473 830671 

Tony Chyc  01206 231782 Chris Smith   01206 251946 

André Castle 07730 526674  Julian Harvey  01449 770355 

Ruth Acworth 07783 007100 Ross Mckinlay  07986 838028 

Tim Murgatroyd 07901 332757 Kevin Brendish  07854 494041 

Craig Evans  TBA    
 

I.A.M. Examiner 
Kevin Stark   07801600378  Neale McConnell  TBC 

 

 

If you would like to help out on the committee come along to a meeting and 

see what you can do to help out, after all many hands makes light work 
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Next Issue 
Closing date for copy – Friday after club night.  Send via e-mail or on a USB 

memory stick (which will be returned) or even hand-written, not a problem. 

The Editor reserves the right to edit, amend or omit as he feels fit. 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 
 

All Official Correspondence to: John Sillett 
37 Bishops Hill, Ipswich, IP3 8EW. 01473 219488. 07801685362. 

John.sillett1@ntlworld.com 
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Chairman's Chat 
 

 

A very warm welcome to the October 

edition of the SAM Observer. 

 

On Sunday 6th September I took part in 

the 'Ride For The Few' to commemorate 

the 75th anniversary of the Battle of 

Britain, to honour the 'Few' and in aid of 

the Royal Air Force Association (RAFA) 

Wings Appeal.  It was planned for 75 

riders to visit the 11 Group Battle of 

Britain stations and Head Quarters 

departing from RAF Halton, a total 

distance of 544km, one km for each pilot or aircrew killed during the battle.  

Destinations included the RAF Museum at Hendon, Bentley Priory, RAF 

Kenley, St George's RAF Chapel at Biggin Hill, the Battle of Britain Memorial 

at Capel-le-Ferne and the museum at RAF Manston. 

 

 

On-line donations for this event have now closed, which raised £2,172.38.  I 

paid your cash donations, totalling £20, directly via the RAFA website, as you 

can if you wish to donate:  https://www.rafa.org.uk/ 
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A big thank you to Martin Fuller, the creator of the Sunday Ride Out 

interactive DVDs, for his very generous donation of 50 sets of DVDs to SAM.  

Each set consists of three DVDs covering Suffolk, Essex and Norfolk.  The 

DVDs include routes, video and the ability to download the routes to your Sat 

Nav.  Following a suggestion from Karl Hale, Chief Observer, the committee 

has decided to sell a set of DVDs for the princely sum of £5, with all proceeds 

going to our chosen charity the Suffolk Accident Rescue Service.  The DVDs 

are available for purchase from Martin Drury, Vice Chairman in his Publicity 

role, at group night or on request. 

 

With Christmas and the end of year festive period fast approaching, planning 

for the SAM Christmas Meal was discussed at September's committee meeting.  

The numbers attending the meal have reduced over last few years so it was 

decided to request a show of hands at September's group night to gauge the 

level of interest and whether to go ahead with a meal at all this year.  More 

than 20 were counted following a show of hands so I'm happy to announce that 

this years meal is going ahead.  It has been booked for the evening of Tuesday 

8
th
 December.  Please get your requested numbers, food choices and monies to 

Bryan Duncan, Treasurer, as soon as possible.  Further details on page 14. 

N.B.  This event replaces the usual 3rd Tuesday of the month group night in 

December. 

 

This month's group night speaker is Kate from Hideout Leather who is coming 

along to give us a talk about their custom tailoring services and range of 

motorcycle clothing & accessories. 

 

http://www.hideout-leather.co.uk/ 

 

I for one will be interested to hear about their recent support for the Mission 

Impossible 5 movie, Rogue Nation and to find out if Kate actually met the man 

himself, Tom Cruise, whom I've been mistaken for on a number of occasions! 

 

Cheers 

 

Steve 
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New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Rodger Common    
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

John Rudland   his Observer was   David Rudland 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let 

Karl Hale or Susan Smith know. 
 

Congratulations also to Paul Spalding who has just taken the National Observer 

test and is now qualified as a National Observer. 
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Payment for 
motorcycle parking?  

Not likely! 
 

My son and I saved the world!  OK, we helped.  Well, helped save a bit of it - 

well, motorcyclists to be more precise - and OK, mainly London motorcyclists 

- and alright, just their free parking, and if you really want to know, just in 

Westminster City Council’s area, and yes, we were just an almost invisible duo 

amongst many.  Still.... 
  

You may want to ask why on earth did I, up here in Suffolk, spend so much 

time being part of this campaign battling Westminster City Council (or WCC)? 
 

As you know, free motorcycle parking has been taken for granted - after all, the 

risks and the discomfort is what we suffer just because we want to create more 

road space for everyone else - and free parking is one of our rewards for being 

so selfless.  
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Free, and more-or-less random, parking has long been an essential feature of 

being a motorcyclist, in the UK, Europe and the world.  And if all those single-

occupied vehicles trailing into Ipswich each day, let alone into London, taking 

up so much space just for one person, were to be on two wheels then driving 

conditions would be transformed.  We instinctively know that. For instance, 

with less stationary or slow-moving vehicles revving just to move a few feet, 

there would be far less pollution.  And there would be far less demand for road 

maintenance from the people who cause pot holes but who keep complaining 

about them.  Transport would be far less stressful.  Road rage would all but 

disappear.  There would be a lot more smiles and people would be positively 

kind to each other.  People would whistle happy tunes and stop to help old 

ladies and gentlemen cross the road and to tickle babies under the chin. The 

clouds would part and angels would come forth in a blaze of light and heavenly 

choirs would sing, and a booming voice from above would say ‘bless you, 

saintly riders’.  (Note to Editor - have I gone too far?) 
 

 
 

In contrast, in 2007 WCC got an unpleasant gleam in its corporate eye.  Up to 

then motorcycle parking in Westminster was free, including in any place one 

could find that wasn’t in the way. 
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But WCC then prohibited parking anywhere other than in designated places.  

This suddenly created shortages of areas available for motorcycle parking.  A 

company called Verrus (a pay-by-phone parking company) was then handed a 

contract to provide a robust solution, as the council put it, when there hadn’t 

been a problem that needed a solution, robust or otherwise, in the first place. 
 

Call me a cynic, and I know you do, but when I heard about this I saw it as an 

exercise in creating a captive market to produce a revenue stream out of 

nothing, a widely-held suspicion among the bikers, so I was to find. 
 

This impression was reinforced when it was learnt that a 6-month trial scheme 

was instigated without any mention on their site of the right to object except 2 

days before the deadline! 
 

Despite this the ‘No To Bike Parking Tax’ (NTBPT) campaign which had 

formed to fight the scheme, supported amongst others by BMF and MAG, got 

people to formally object - 4,000 in all!  But the Council made such a profit 

from a pilot scheme they were able to reduce the fee from £1.50 to £1 which 

seemed very nice of them, except that the move made all the previous 

objections null and void which in turn would it make it a lot easier for the 

council to make the scheme permanent!  However NTBPT got wind of this and 

managed to get 3,000 people to object again in just those 2 days! 
 

When I had became aware of the tussle going on in the WCC area I made some 

formal objections on the basis that I visited Westminster on my bike for 

business purposes (which is true) and contributed to the Westminster economy 

on a regular basis (well, sort of), but part of my motivation was that if this 

scheme took hold in Westminster it would spread to other councils in the UK 

because of fiscal budgets being under increasing pressure.  (Along with others, 

I also argued that the solution to London’s awful traffic is two wheels, not four, 

and that less cars would mean a lessening of the unrelenting need for ever 

bigger roads crossing London blighting our dear capital, turning more and 

more of it into a bleak and stressy environment). 
 

It then emerged that Westminster was indeed planning to create, in effect, a 

public/private partnership company with ambitions to take the idea of charging 

for bikes to other London boroughs and then possibly to other large cities such 

as Manchester, and then, depending on success, wherever.  Big profits to be 

trousered.  And other London boroughs were indeed showing interest in the 

Westminster idea, depending on outcomes. 
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So you can see why I was regularly traveling down to take part in demos 

(organised by NTBPT) against the scheme. 
 

However I admit I did feel somewhat uncomfortable about some of them.  For 

instance, loads of bikers turned up in Trafalgar Square on a weekly basis and 

rode slowly round the central traffic island, causing huge holdups in central 

London.  It was on the radio and TV news and traffic warnings, and I was part 

of it a few times, though not being local, I couldn’t manage the mid-week 

regulars, although my son, based in London joined in occasionally.  He too felt 

50/50 about it. I personally got a massive verbal bashing from one woman who 

hopped off a stationary bus to furiously remonstrate with us, via me.  And 

another chap just behind me got some verbals from Boris Johnson out on his 

cycle, who darkly hinted - being mayor - anti bike measures.  All caught on the 

biker’s helmet camera www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVA9pgCYwx0. 
 

Some may also find this tactic controversial, but on the other hand if other 

authorities thought they too would have to face such disruption in their areas 

on implementing a similar scheme, then what other way would make them 

think twice?  (And this is how it turned out). 
 

I attended other big NTBPT demos, including another (non riding) mass rally 

in Trafalgar Square, a mass motorcycle ride along the complete north and south 

circulars, first in one direction, and on another occasion, the other way round, 

and on other occasions, round the complete M25 clockwise, and later, anti 

clockwise. 
 

The police, especially the motorcycle police who either escorted us, or blocked 

off access roads intersections when we rode to Whitehall (you couldn’t see the 

beginning or end of the 4 or so lanes of motorcycles riding along the A40 into 

central London - exciting!), were not only admirably professional, but 

apparently sympathetic if the chats I had with some of them were anything to 

go by. They were, after all, private London bikers themselves. 
 

A hundred or so of us also twice rode to Brussels, there and back in one day 

each time, to the Parliament building, engaging with some MEPs and the 

secretariat.  And we were escorted wonderfully by Brussels police, on scooters 

with outsize blue lights on the small top boxes! (Great for getting through 

heavy traffic instead the massive bikes the macho Met use). 
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These trips were exhausting, but stimulating - and I think, along with all our 

other demos, it all added to the campaign’s high profile in the media, which 

was important. 
 

As a result other boroughs did indeed lose interest.  Despite losing twice in the 

High Court against the legality of the scheme, NTBPT was instrumental in 

causing the resignation of WCC’s leader, the rather self-important big noise 

behind the scheme (whose persistence was causing councillors a lot of 

problems with their electors).  According to London press, this was a relief 

even to No.10.  Apparently he wasn’t best beloved.  (In that case we should 

have collectively received the Freedom Of Westminster, with parking 

privileges, of course!) 
 

The result of all this unrelenting, weekly activity, over a number of years, is 

that the UK is free from motorbike parking charges, other than in Westminster 

(and between you and me, you can park up for free all round the borders of the 

WCC area, never too far from where you need to be) 
 

Having achieved this much NTBPT finally decided to close itself down 

towards the end of 2013, thus also saving me a lot in time, petrol, bike wear 

and tear, and added pollution. 
 

The lesson is, as I have found in many another campaign, not to be afraid about 

anything one feels is unjust, and never say there’s nothing you can do.  Yes 

there is!  My son and I may have only played an ‘also-ran’ part in the 

campaign, especially as compared to the campaign’s relentlessly active and 

brave chairman who personally paid greatly, literally.  But getting stuck in 

really builds great morale and a positive outlook - and enjoyment.  We didn’t 

directly save Westminster for free bike parking, let alone the world, but 

hey.....! 

 

Andrew Sterling 
 

 (Look up the NTBPT site, still in existence though no longer fully operational, 

at  http://notobikeparkingtax.com where you can see pictures and many videos 

of demos, via you tube) 
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The Chairman and 

committee of 

Suffolk Advanced 

Motorcyclist’s 

cordially invite all 

members and 

guests to our 

Christmas Party 

Book now to save 

disappointment 

 

3 course meal  

£25.00 pp 

 

Tickets available  

from  

Bryan Duncan 
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SAM Chrismas Menu 

 

Chef’s Winter Vegetable Soup (v) 
With warm bread for dipping 

Smoked Haddock & Cod Fishcake 
Presented with a citrus mayonnaise and endive salad 

Chef’s Ham Hock Terrine 
With baby leaves, toasted ciabatta & sweet tomato relish 

Warm Goats’ Cheese & Red Onion Tartlet (v) 
Finished with balsamic tomato & rocket salad 

 

---ooOoo— 

Roast Norfolk Turkey 

With chestnut & apricot stuffing, bacon wrapped chipolata 

Slowly Braised Lamb Shank 
On a feta & sundried tomato potato cake with a rich red wine gravy 

Baked Sea Bass 
On a Malden sea salt potato cake with a creamy Champagne, herb & caper 

butter sauce 

Sage & Butternut Squash Risotto (v) 
With roasted butternut squash cubes & garden peas cooked in sage, cream & 

white wine 
 
 

---ooOoo— 

Clementine & Mincemeat Tart 
Topped with a dusting of icing sugar & zesty whipped cream 

Dark Chocolate Roulade 
Served with a red berry compote & chocolate shard 

Iced Mango & Passion Fruit Torte 
Creamy mousse with a sorbet centre & passion fruit coulis 

 

Fynn Valley Fruit Crumble 
Finished with a scoop of melting clotted cream. 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly 

after Group Nights, SAM holds its monthly Theory 

Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of 

important rider skills these nights are an informal evening 

of facts and lively banter all aimed at improving your ride 

based on the information in “How to be a better rider”. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the Skill for Life course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on their theory and 

add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves 

time on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an 

opportunity to discuss any issues you may have generally on your Skill for Life 

Course. 
 

Karl Hale,        SAM Chief Observer 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2015 
1st November 

Jubilee Café 

Old Ipswich Road, 

Ardleigh, 

Colchester, 

CO7 7QJ 
 

Tel: 01206 230316 
 

Meet at Beacon Hill services, IP6 8LP, in good time for 10:00 Briefing and 

subsequent departure. 
 

All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator is Martin Drury. 
 

Leave the service area and take the third exit to Needham Market. 
 

Turn left immediately after the Railway Bridge and straight over at the 

Barking Lion. Continue to Bildeston. 
 

Turn Left at High Street to A1071 where a staggered left then right is taken. 
 

Follow B1070 to Cattawade roundabout. 
 

Turn right at Manningtree Station roundabout to the mini roundabout at the 

top of Lawford Hill. 
 

Turn right, keeping on the A137, to Ardleigh. 
 

Turn right in to The Street. 
 

Turn left at Lambs Corner. 
 

Join A12 - then straight away leave it again on The Old Ipswich Rd. 
 

At T junction ‘Jubilee’ is almost opposite to the right. 
 

Gravel car park - take care. Sidestand puck may be needed! 

 

PS See the editor if you would like a “ pocket side stand Puck ” 

  



The SAM Observer October 2015        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 18 

Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that 

facilitate SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase 

the club social rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our 

much-loved breakfast, Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to 

continue. If you are interested in helping the club, and helping yourself 

by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride Leader, please contact Sara 

Hale or Leia Dowsing to find out more information about one or both 

of these roles. 

 

 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 David Wood,  Chris Nunn,  Trevor Adams,  John Jenkins, 

Phil Sayer,  Glyn Hill,  Martin Drury,  Bob Page.  Dean Harris 

 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Paul Jocelyn-Brown,  Brian Ellis,  Ken Beckinsale,  Sara Hale. 

Tim Wash 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, 

so you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Saturday Jaunt 
14th November 

Poplar Nurseries Ltd, 

Coggeshall Road, 

Marks Tey, 

Colchester, 

CO6 1HR, ESSEX 

http://www.poplarnurseries.co.uk/restaurant 

Tel: 01206 210374 
 

Meet at Beacon Hill services, IP6 8LP in good time for 13:15 Briefing and 

subsequent departure. 
 

All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator is Bob Page. 
 

Leave the service area and take the third exit to Needham Market. 
 

Turn left immediately after the Railway Bridge and straight over at the 

Barking Lion. Continue to Bildeston. 
 

At Bildeston turn left and then 1st right to Chelsworth, Monks Eleigh A1141 
 

On leaving Monks Eleigh take left turn to Little Waldingfield, Sudbury 

B1115 
 

After 1 mile at staggered X Road take left to Milden, Groton, Boxford 
 

At T junction turn right and then right again onto A1071 
 

At T Junction with A134 turn left then take right to Assington, Bures. 
 

Leaving Bures after 1 mile turn right to Wakes Colne. 
 

Straight over A1124, through Great Tey at end of road turn left onto A120, 

destination is on your right. 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the 

vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group 

activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot 

and do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage 

to vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the 

Group.  Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own 

risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person 

or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road 

tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of the 

route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
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Chief's challenge 2015 
 

My congratulations for all of you that took part and completed my challenge. I 

have heard a number of favourable comments about the challenge with the 

most encouraging of 'It gave me a good reason to go out and ride'. This was my 

ultimate aim and it appeared to have been successful. As a bonus there was a 

prize draw, 1
st
 prize of £200 worth of gift vouchers to spend at Orwell 

Motorcycles went to Gary Wardman-Browne. I know Gary was happy as he 

plastered it over Facebook within hours of receiving them. 2
nd
 prize went to 

Terry Fellows, this was my special secret surprise prize which turned out to be 

a very big jar of sweets (I make this disclaimer now Terry, 'You can pay for 

your own dentistry!'. Everyone that completed qualify for a Chiefs Challenge 

mug. Well done all. 

 

Completion Roll of Honour 
 

Dean Harris, Sonnie Westley, Jean Westley, Nigel Chittock, Judy Chittock, Ian 

Bishop, Mike Roberts, Bryan Duncan, David Wood, Paul Sharpe, Buster 

Bentman, Steve Gocher, Lee Gage, Trevor Read, Geoff Scott, Glyn Hill. Gary 

Wardman-Browne, Steve Milbourne, Felix Oliver, Robert Beddall, Rob Day, 

Pam Day, Deidre Siddaway, Paul Siddaway, Karen Payne, Roger Payne, 

Andrew Welham, Julian Harvey, Andy Knappett, Paul Spalding, Tony Argent, 

Vicky Smith, Derek Bailey, Kevin Stark, Paul Ballard, Derek Barker, Linda 

Barker, Peter Smith, Julian King, Terry Fellowes, Leia Dowsing and Brian 

Ellis. 
 

Had there been a prize for the best presented pictorial gallery of the places 

visited it would have gone to Tony Argent. Unfortunately we ran out of cash 

for that but for your gratification you can view this masterpiece inside the back 

page. 
 

Karl Hale  SAM Chief Observer 
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Kentford Breakfast Run 
 

Another good turn out for a breakfast run – 25 bikes, several with pillions – 

looking to make the most of the pleasant late summer weather.  The Animal 

Health Trust at Kentford, near to Newmarket, and their excellent café being our 

destination (www.aht.org.uk). 
 

Setting off in smaller groups we were presented with dry roads and light traffic 

allowing for good progress to be made where safe to do so.  Taking the A1071 

from Copdock to Sudbury, through Long Melford (being careful to avoid the 

Lycra Warriors) onto the B1066 before taking a side road to Wickham Street, 

then the B1063 and B1085 to the trust.  

 
Not a long run, only 45 miles, but the interesting nature of the roads ensured 

that the first group arrived at 

our destination just as the 

café was opening. However 

their late opening meant that 

attendee numbers couldn’t be 

confirmed ahead of our 

arrival and whilst the two 

staff did their best inevitably 

there were delays in getting 

our sustenance. 
 

On a positive note this 

allowed time to socialise and 

relax in the sunshine whilst 

seated in the courtyard. Any 

autumnal chill in the air 

when we left our respective 

homes that morning had 

become a distant memory. 
 



The SAM Observer October 2015        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 24 

I recently heard about a bike club from a neighbouring county who did a ride 

out with a single group comprising 30 riders! Various sources confirmed that 

chaos ensued which isn’t a surprise, a point that I reflected upon as our groups 

departed the meeting point. Consequently a big ‘thank you’ is due to the 

various Run Leaders - especially Chris who was ‘roped in’ to lead a group on 

the day due to the excellent turn out - without who’s support these events 

couldn’t happen. 
 

John Jenkins 
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Editorial 
 

October already, this year is thumping 

by, only 2 more magazines until the end 

of the year. Which reminds me that 

December we have our annual 

Christmas meal. 

 

Last month I didn’t get on the bike at 

all, after the excitement of the Chiefs 

Challenge where I must have doubled 

my annual mileage, Unfortunately I 

couldn’t get on the breakfast run or club night and work is getting a bit much. 

The weekends I’m still getting on with the brickwork on my garage. This year 

it appears that every weekend it has been wet, and when the days that has been 

nice my time as been needed else were. Few more bricks layed again this 

weekend. 

 

End of the month the clocks go back again and we are plunged into darkness, 

Farmers are going to be pull the beet out of the fields.  

 

This month’s magazine has been a bit better and thank you if you have sent 

stuff in. Now winter is here perhaps a few more articles will appear, otherwise 

you’re not going to have anything to read on your morning constitution. ☺ 
 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH.  

Tel: 07712649860  

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

Thank you 

 
To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. ☺ 

But….. what about the rest of you…. � 

 

Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club 
night 
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If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride 

outs have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so 

feel free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will 

have another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has 

all the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman 

as the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts 

the A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate 

to your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 

  

 

Advertise here 
 

£25 for 
1/8  page 

Annual Advertising 
Rates: 

 

Advertise on the SAM 
website for an 
additional £25. 

 

 Contact: 
 

Felix 07712649860 
 

Sam.editor@btinternet.com 

 

£35 for ¼ page 
£50 for ½ page 
£75 for full page 
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MEMBER INFORMATION  

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: David Arbon 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

October 2015 
 

Saturday 17
th  

Saturday Jaunt,. The Pier, Southwold, IP18 6BN Meet 

at Beacon Hill services, IP6 8LP in good time for 13:15 Briefing and 

subsequent departure. All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Tuesday 20
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed 

by Guest Speaker, Kate from Hideout Leather  www.hideout-leather.co.uk Bar 

and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 22
nd

  Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along 

and learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Gears & 

Acceleration 
 

November 2015 
 

Sunday 1
st
   Breakfast Run, Jubilee Café, Old Ipswich Road, 

Ardleigh, CO7 7QJ. Meet at Beacon Hill services IP6 8LP, in good time for 

10:00 Briefing and subsequent departure. All riders must attend Briefing.  

 

Wednesday 4
th
   SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf 

Club.19:30 
 

Saturday 14
th  

Saturday Jaunt,. Poplar Nurseries Ltd, Marks Tey, 

CO6 1HR. Meet at Beacon Hill services, IP6 8LP in good time for 13:15 

Briefing and subsequent departure. All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Tuesday 17
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed 

by Guest Speaker, Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including 

teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 19
th
   Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along 

and learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Overtaking 
 

December 2015 
 

Wednesday 2
th
   SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf 

Club.19:30 
 

Sunday 6
th
   Breakfast Run, TBA. 
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Tuesday 8
th
   SAM Christmas Meal. 19:00 – 22:00 ticket holders 

only, Contact Bryan Duncan for tickets and details. 
 

 

 
 

Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any 

changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can 

be unpredictable  
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 

 

 

Norfolk Advanced 
Motorcyclists 

 

3
rd
 Thursday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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