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The cover photo was taken by Mike Roberts at the Krazy Horse open evening. 

Mike Roberts did the cover picture editing and graphical work. 

Chief’s 

Challange 

2017 
 

Winner of the 

first prize 

Peter Stead 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Second prize  

Marty Oliver 

 

 

 

 

 

And Box of Chocolates, Jean Westley 
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Chairman's Chat 
Chairman's Chat 
 

A very warm welcome to the October edition 

of the SAM Observer. 

 

I've had a busy few weeks recently with the 

highlights being the World War One 

battlefields trip and this year's motorcycle 

parking for the Copdock Classic Motorcycle 

Club's (CCMC) 26th show. 

 

A big thank you going to Susan & Chris 

Smith and Rob & Pam Day for their organisation, planning and leading during 

the battlefields trip to, in / around and from Cambrai, France for the benefit of all 

who attended.  I for one now have a greater understanding and appreciation of 

what occurred throughout France 100 years ago.  I shall be doing some further 

reading about the Battle of Cambrai, one of the first to include the use of tanks. 
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A big thank you also to all the members that helped out with the motorcycle 

parking, line painting and promotions for the CCMC show.  Here's an action 

photo taken by Brian Ellis, Caring SAM & Charity Co-ordinator, at the show. 

 

Do you think we should reintroduce the Caption Competition at group nights?  

Brian suggested more than one caption for this photo but they can't possibly be 

published, for legal reasons! 
 

A couple of special mentions going to Bernie & Christine Dillon and Giles 

Arbon, Events.  Bernie & Christine again volunteered their services for this 

year's show, without prior request, bringing their camper van along to provide 

hot drinks and bacon rolls to the bike parking team which were much 

appreciated.  Giles made a massive contribution, communicating and gathering 

volunteer names, helping with the line painting, purchasing refreshments and 

supervising the parking effort on the day too. 
 

Congratulations to everyone that completed this year's Chiefs' Challenge, “Icons 

and Eateries”, set by Karl Hale our Chief Observer.  I for one thoroughly enjoyed 

being out on my bike, practising my riding skills and gathering selfies at the 

challenge locations throughout the county; many of which I'd not visited 

previously.  Please join me in thanking not only Karl but Sara Hale, Admin 

Support, for their combined effort in organising this year's challenge.  My 

challenge mug will be joining my previous two, in pride of place on my mantel 

piece. 
 

Do you have a motorcycling related photo that you think would make a good 

SAM Observer magazine cover?  If so, you can find out more and upload it to the 

SAM Forum, SAM Magazine Cover Pictures, private members area by following 

the link below. 
 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/magcovers 
 

This month's group night guest speaker is Mick Croome from Speed Skills 

talking about his time in the police force as a member of the Special Escort 

Group (SEG). 

http://www.speedskills.net 
 

See you there. 
 

Cheers     

  Steve 
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IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Malcolm Parkinson  his Observer was  Richard Ockleton 

Ben Williams   his Observer was  Glyn Hill 

Phil Kent    his Observer was  Paul Ballard 

Marty Oliver   his Observer was   Kevin Brendish 

Trevor Read  his Observers were Simon Philips and Geoff Scott 
Young rider scheme 

Zoe Lee Aimes  her Observer was  Paul Ballard 

Andrew Slater   his Observer was  Paul Spalding  

Marc Fowler   his Observer was  John Rudland 
When you pass your advanced test please let 

Karl Hale or Susan Smith know. 
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CHIEF’S CHALLENGE 2017 
 

Yet another year this challenge has proved popular, some of you even said it was 

bit of a challenge. I’m glad to have had the positive responses that I have which 

makes the whole thing worth it. Although I am the face of the challenge I have 

had plenty of help with administration, mug design and sorting, seeking 

sponsorship and promotion so a special thank you to Mototechniks, Sara, Mike, 

Dean, Glyn and the SAM Committee. A special thank you to Steve Gocher who 

has been so enthusiastic about getting the word out he has been mistaken for 

‘The Chief’. Let’s not allow him to get above his station now, however 

‘Chairman’s Challenge 2018’ does have a certain ring to it don’t you think? 
 

There were over 60 members signed up for the challenge with over 60% 

completions all of who qualify for this year’s mug 
. 

The winners of the prize draw carried out at September’s group night were; 

1
st
 Prize of £200 Mototechniks gift vouchers and a year’s legal cover for his 

motorcycle was ---- Peter Stead 

2
nd
 Prize of £50 Mototechniks gift vouchers and a year’s legal cover for his 

motorcycle was ---- Marty Oliver (oh and congratulations Marty for recently 

passing your advanced test.) 

Chief’s tasty prize of American Candy --- Jean Westley 
 

I would now like to mention all of you that completed the challenge, some at 

night in the dark, some being told duff info that certain locations did not exist 

and a number of you that had to go back to the same areas more than once as 

you’d either forgotten to take the picture or didn’t realise you had to get the 

picture you needed from a location other than the one stated – I bet you thought 

“That Chief is a card”, or words to that effect☺. 
 

Those who took up and met the Challenge 

Geoff Scott, Felix Oliver, Glyn Hill, Mike Roberts, Gary Wardman-Brown, Tom 

Couperthwaite, Nick Brailey, Steve Milbourne, Sonnie Westley, Jean Westley, 

Ben Fake, Derek Barker, Linda Barker, Paul Spalding, Graham Parker, Trevor 

Read, Steve Gocher, Pete Edwards, Karen Payne, Roger Payne, Terry Fellowes, 

Julian Harvey, Giles Arbon, Les Steggles, Phillip Fisher, Dean Harris, Mike 

Curtis, Peter Stead, Marty Oliver, Tony Argent, Andy Knappett, Bryan Duncan, 

David Rudland, John Rudland, Kevin Brendish, Chris Rudland, Paul Sharpe. 
 

I’d like to say well done, thank you for taking part and for your enthusiasm. 
 

Karl Hale       Chief Observer 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly after Group Nights, 

SAM holds its monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list 

of important rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively 

banter all aimed at improving your ride based on the 

information in the Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & PositioningCornering 

  Gears & Acceleration 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the 

session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Karl Hale,       SAM Chief Observer 
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Scotland 
 

Just back from our trip to Scotland after some months of planning. We managed 

to take in a couple of Islands as well. All a bit of a learning curve but we set off. 

The Triumph Street-twin loaded up, top box, tank bag and saddle bags. Had 

bought a small tent and sleeping bag for back up should we not have been able to 

find a bed and breakfast although my poor long suffering better half - Wendy 

said that would be the very last resort as our camping days were long over! But I 

think that we both may have secretly wanted to try out the tent! and make a 

coffee on the jet boil. 
 

Trip on the way started with a stay with my oldest son and daughter in law in 

Hull. Then on to Dumphries where we finally found the first B and B, it was very 

cheap but fantastic. The owner’s son in law made specialist petrol tanks for bikes 

and also bike seats and was known worldwide, also with places to stay in 

Bulgaria.  
 

Then on to Malaig- rain, rain, 

rain...Ferry time was too late in the 

day thus we decided to take a trip to 

the bridge to Skye- a fantastic route to 

the Kyle of Lockalshe. Glad we did 

that, saw wonderful rainbows over great 

scenery (almost worth having the rain 

for). We stayed for two nights on the 

Isle of Skye with great rides out and a 

good place to stay. 
 

Then on to the Isle of Harris via ferry from Uig, all a new experience for us both. 

We then took a trip from Harris to Lewis and had a great stay in a B and B. Our 

stay in Lewis was Wendy's birthday where the owners made us a lovely evening 

meal and surprised my wife with a card and a bottle of bubbly - very thoughtful, 

which cheered her up as we were rather wet by the time we arrived due to the 

constant down pours. The next day we looked around the Island and great 
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beaches with a visit to see 

the Callanish Stones, 

ancient standing stones said 

to be around 5000 years old 

- a very moving experience.  
 

Back on a ferry to Ullapool 

from Stornoway! Where we 

were once again lucky to 

find a place to stay, saw 

bikes parked outside so 

decided to go for it and 

managed to get the last 

room available. 
 

The next day we went up 

the coast to a village called Tounge where we had travelled to in a camper van in 

our younger days. More rain so decided to begin our 

homeward trip. 
 

Stopped at a Café in a place called Betty Hill, but no 

relation of Benny! Where the lady there said a good 

run back to Inverness was a route to Altnahara which 

came out at Bonar bridge - no comment.. I can 

honestly say that it was the longest, fastest country 

lane that I have ever been on with a wonderful river 

running beside us 

all of the way. 

There were 

passing places but hardly any to pass! 
 

Just a few of the experiences that we had 

during our trip. Probably the worst weather we 

came across was when we came back at 

Peterborough where we encountered a 3 mile 

tailback and that amount of filtering where we 

followed on old Vincent, though, also two up. 
 

Home now, tired. Poor Wendy said NEVER AGAIN but she was great. Was glad 

of the training from SAM where every skill was necessary especially in bad 

weather. Look forward to shorter runs after a break! 
 

Phillip and Wendy Fisher 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2017 
5th November 2017  

Green Pastures Plant Centre & Farm Shop 

Mill Road, Bergh Apton 

Norwich, NR15 1BQ 

Tel: 01508 480734 
 

Meet at Beacon Hill IP6 8LP in good time for 09:00 Briefing and prompt 

subsequent departure. 

All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator: David Wood 
 

Roundabout 1st exit A140 
 

Turn Right B1078 - Signposted Coddenham 
 

Turn Right Unclass - Before hump back bridge 
 

Turn Left Unclass - SP Hemmingstone after 1 mile 
 

Turn Right B1078 - Otley College, Turn Right B1079 - Clopton 
 

Turn Left B1078 - Signposted Wickham Market 
 

Turn Left Unclass - Before Wickham Mkt, tight turn back on yourself, downhill; 

over humpback bridge 
 

Turn Right Unclass - Easton Road 
 

Turn Left B1116 - Hacheston, Parham, Framlingham, Dennington, Fressingfield, 

Weybread, under A143 
 

Turn Right Spirkett's Lane - Signposted A143 Gt Yarmouth; past industrial estate 
 

Turn Left A143 Over Roundabout; Wortwell 
 

Turn Left Unclass - Alburgh, Hempnall 
 

Turn Right B1527 - Woodton 
 

Turn Left B1332 - Brooke, village centre cross roads 
 

Turn Right The Street - Follow signs to Alpington 
 

Turn Right Mill Lane - On right Green Pastures Plant Centre 
 

Beware loose gravel car-park! 



The SAM Observer October 2017        www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 15 

Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 
 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that facilitate 

SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase the club social 

rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our much-loved breakfast, 

Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to continue. If you are interested in 

helping the club, and helping yourself by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride 

Leader, please contact Sara Hale to find out more information about one or both 

of these roles 
 

 
 

 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 
 

 David Wood    Chris Nunn   Glyn Hill 

 Dean Harris   Vini Evans   Robert Baker 

 Richard Ockelton  Nick Braley 
 

 

 

Ride Leaders 
 
 

Brian Ellis  Ken Beckinsale  Tim Wash  Martin Drury 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Saturday Jaunt 
18th November 2017  

Red Poll Tearooms 

Westleton Road 

Darsham 

Saxmundham 

IP17 3BP 

Tel: 01728 668648 
 

Meet in car park behind B&M Home Store at Copdock, IP8 3TT in good time 

for 12:30 Briefing and subsequent departure. 
 

All riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator is Chris Nunn. 
 

Take A14 over the Orwell bridge. 
 

Take slip road to A12 sign posted Lowestoft/Woodbridge 
 

Bear left at end of slip road on to A12 and then on to the main Woodbridge 

roundabout.  
 

Turn right at the roundabout, signposted Woodbridge Town Centre Only.  
 

Follow the main route (B1438) through Woodbridge turning right at the traffic 

lights/crossroads towards Melton. 
 

At the traffic lights in Melton turn right. 
 

Left at roundabout signed Rendlesham/Snape.  
 

Turn left on to A1152 to Eyke/Rendlesham/Tunstall. 
 

Turn left on to B1069 to Snape, past Maltings and on to crossroads. 
 

Right A1094. 
 

Left B1069/B1122 through Leiston to Theberton. 
 

Right B1125 to Middleton/Westleton. 
 

In Westleton turn left to Darsham (Yoxford Road). CAN BE SANDY IN 

PLACES! 
 

Cafe on left after approx. 2 miles 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of 

the above. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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Yamaha Tracer 
 

Another Euro trip, another bike service and another courtesy bike for the day 

from our friends in Stowmarket. Not sure if they read my last article about an 

aging CBF500 but this time I am lucky enough to get a barely used 17 plate 

Yamaha Tracer, the 700cc variant. Less than 500 miles on the clock, thought it 

would be rude not to put it through its paces :-) 

 

Having just completed 3,500 miles over a 3 week trip down to the Costa Blanca 

and back, via the Pyrenees and ending up in Northern France with some IAMers 

on a battlefield tour (Am sure this is covered elsewhere in the mag - but thanks to 

Rob and Susan for an excellent trip) - I am well used to double checking when 

filtering / overtaking for the panniers which irrespective, seem to be collecting 

scratches or "developing character" as I call bike imperfections. So to suddenly 

have an upright, light, highly flickable bike with no panniers is an invitation / 

temptation I can't resist and instead of plodding home, I instead opt for the back 

roads to Orford and then onto Walberswick. I really like both spots, lacking the 

pretentiousness of some other coastal spots, just a simple inlet, boats, cafe and 

easy bike parking. What more can you ask for on a sunny day? 

 

So the Tracer, I am guessing it's been reviewed here before but my thoughts 

nonetheless. I can see the attraction, I really can. So easy to ride, it's unreal. For a 

shorty like me, the bike is so light that even though I am on my tiptoes when 

stationary, it's super easy to stand up. Once moving, it just seems built for tight 

turns, at low or fast speed. It's not mental fast on the pickup, and I find myself 

not taking overtakes I know I would on my Kwaka. But that is partly cos I am 

new to the bike and just getting used to the gears / acceleration. After a few days 

riding am sure I'd be taking more opportunities to make progress, no doubt about 

that. 

 

It certainly isn't a sports tourer, it is a different bike that is very competent and 

that comes in at a seriously good price. £7k is like half the price of a loaded 

sports bike and this bike does 99% of what most of us need. That's amazing value 

in comparison and has to be contender for best value new bike around. If you 

find yourself on a track day, the sport bikes will show you a clean pair of wheels, 

but for day to day riding where we are all constrained but those pesky things 

called speed limits, it does all you would want / need. 
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Personally, going from a litre bike to a 700 would be a challenge, which is why 

I'll be checking out the MT-10 when I trade in, in around a year’s time. The guys 

in Mototechniks confirmed it has luggage options and a touring screen is 

available so I'll definitely have a look as/when. Everyone I know who rides a 

Tracer is very complimentary and whilst I only spent half a day on one, I really 

couldn't find a fault. Which considering the price is saying something. 

 

And if by any miracle the reason I got lent a Tracer rather than a CBF500 was 

due to the last article I wrote (do the Mototechniks guys read the mag?) then I'll 

just add that I am also considering a new Ducati Supersport for my next bike ☺ 

 

Nick Braley 
 

TAKING GOOD MEMORIES 
BACK TO THE U.S.A. 

 

Our Sister and Brother in Law have been on a visit from America for the first 

time in 11 years staying with family. They were staying with us for the first week 

of their visit so we brought them along to club night. They were very impressed 

with the way the club is run including the guest speaker, enjoyed themselves and 

were made to feel really welcome by the various people they met. Back home in 

Kentucky Mason organizes the trips out with his ride buddies, it’s done in a 

similar style to us so nobody gets lost but can vary in numbers anything from 6 to 

12 riders mostly on Harley’s but some on Indians etc. even the odd CanAm 

usually with trips of around 100 miles plus. He owns 3 bikes a Honda Gold Wing 

which is used mainly for taking Linda out, a Harley Night Train and a Harley 

Street Glide (I think, there is so many of them) he says the "Glide" is an 

investment doesn't stop him riding it though, not bad for an 81 year old hey. 

Helmets are not compulsory in Kentucky though he and Linda ware them, often 

just a "Do Rag" is worn and as I have said before protection often consists of 

blue jeans and a leather waistcoat with an inbuilt holster to carry a pistol for 

protection of course and sometimes less than that. I have to say with 

temperatures sometimes in the upper 30's I can maybe understand it. Sadly they 

are back home now but we know they have gone back having had a great time 

and taking with them good memories of SAM and some bits and pieces to show 

their friend what we are about. 

 

Sonnie Westley. 
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The old blackbird 
 

I had sold my previous bike, a purple/silver ZZR600 to help start a small 

business back in my mid-twenties and hated parting with it but assured myself it 

wouldn’t be long until I’d be able to buy another bike, maybe a couple of years 

or so I thought. 
 

The desire for two wheels only grew stronger over the following years, in the 

summer months every time I heard a bike or saw something ‘Vooming’ past in 

traffic or working hard in the distance over fields while walking the gentle 

Suffolk countryside, it reminded me it’d been too damn long since I’d last owned 

a bike. On the very rare occasion I got to sit on or even ride a motorcycle of any 

kind, I’d be beside myself with excitement if only for a few moments reluctantly 

handing it back ( it was embarrassing to watch ! ) 
 

Fast forward to last Summer, I’m now 39 and been saving like mad, since I rode 

my Uncles Dyna Wide Glide HD (Sadly) as the lead bike at his funeral about 3 

years earlier and decided enough was enough, I’d managed a solid £4000 not bad 

considering me and Emma, my now wife had been saving up for a house deposit. 

This money that I’d managed to save after all my other obligations were meet 

regarding a home took a long time but it’s amazing what you can save if you 

budget consistently even on a modest wage. 
 

The Money I’d saved had to cover all the costs of me finally getting back on two 

wheels so that’s the bike itself (a used sports tourer) the insurance , tax and any 

parts and servicing I’d need to keep the bike safe and running for the first 6 

months at least while I slowly but surely built up a cash buffer. I’m a Mechanical 

Engineer by trade and often find myself not sure whether to service the bike / car 

myself knowing its “ been done” , enjoying the act of physically working on a 

machine and saving money against having it worked on by a professional who 

may notice issues I could miss and of course I retain that much valued 

documented service history, something that I look for when buying any machine 

is it Catch 22, am I penny pinching or do I leave it to the professionals who do it 

every day, I know what my Observer, Dean Harris would say. 
 

To make my money go as far as possible I knew that timing was quite important 

in the Motorcycle market so completely immersed myself in the second-hand 

market, read a lot of industry articles.  It became quickly apparent as I suspected 

and trust a lot of my fellow members reading this know, the best time of year to 

buy a bike is in the winter, just before Christmas being the bullseye, the time to 

push your luck even further as private sellers need the money for other things 
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like children’s presents and dealers need to hit targets.  This was perfect as by 

now it was October and I’d been watching bikes and their values for months now 

so I knew what the right price for any suitable bike was for its age and condition. 
 

This leads me to my choice of bike; a Honda Blackbird CBR1100xx, I had 

always wanted one. Now I could go on for the next 10 pages about the bike’s 

technical specification, its safety features, its powerful engine, low drag co-

efficient body and the controversy over its obscene capabilities when it was first 

launched back in 1996 but I won’t as you can find so much material in print and 

on line about the Blackbird if you are thinking of buying one (although I’m 

happy to share advice with anyone) plus this is a short story about me and how I 

bought my bike.  
 

I think there is something special about a Honda Blackbird and more importantly 

to me, my Blackbird. I get excited every time I know I’m going to ride it, and 

when I do, it feels like I knew it would for all those years that I didn’t have a bike 

and that is exactly why I ride and enjoy the company of others who ride and 

share the feeling that can’t be explained in rational plain English for me it’s 

almost a feeling of ’relief’ moving off for the first time on an interesting ride out 

or ‘belonging’ as I pull up in the car park on a Tuesday evening club meet 

(thinking what was his name again – err?  hello mate !! ) . There’s something 

almost comforting in the sound of my Armoured clothing creaking as I move 

about getting ready to go and that feeling of anonymity as you look out at the 

world reading the road ahead  “hunting for information”       (Dean H again !) 
 

It’s great to see the smile on people’s faces when they look at the bike explaining 

how “I used to have one of these” or “I always wanted to have one of these” 

either way they are smiling and so am I as I say “yeah me too” and now I own 

one a Blue X plate Blackbird and I’m chuffed to bits to be back riding being 

observed, and trying to build my skills getting miles under my belt and steadily 

working towards a cross check in the 

future. 
 

If you enjoyed reading this short article 

and you would like to hear more I’d be 

grateful for the feedback and I would 

enjoy writing to you all next time with 

how things are going for me at the club, 

with my observed rides and ideas and 

projects for my old Blackbird. 
 

Roy Cribb    X431 XEX 
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Editorial 
 

After the excitement of the chief’s Challenge 

life here is a bit flat. Autumn has arrived with 

a bang and done nothing but rain and be 

miserable, in fact I am already bored with this 

winter.  
 

Been out a couple of times, we ran out of 

Olive Oil and well someone had to get some 

more, do I go to the nearest shop? or…. 150 

miles later, needless to say Mrs E was none to impressed. 
 

A client wanted to talk about some doors, a little trip as it was an usual sunny 

day, another few miles and oooo and the long way home… again folded arms 

tapping feet….. ☺ But all in all now reached 1800 miles this year so far, Yes 

some members do that in a week, and consume vast amounts of cake and bacon, 

swilled down with gallons of tea and coffee. 
 

Today is the Copdock bike show, which I would have like to attend but due to 

family and the “w” word couldn’t make it, I hope you all had a good day and the 

weather didn’t put visitors off. 
 

Glad to hear that the Barkers are on the road to recovery, this time of year one 

has to be extra careful as the little and big critters are dashing about with the 

ladies of the species on their minds and not the traffic. Also the sugar beet is 

being pulled and most of the time the farms leave the beet on the field and have a 

huge machine which hoovers up the beet and conveyor belts them into a lorry to 

take in to Bury’s sugar beet factory. But occasionally one comes across a patch 

of mud. 
 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. ☺ 

But….. what about the rest of you…. � 
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Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club night 
If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 Sam.editor@btinternet.com  
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd
 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

October 2017 
 

Tuesday 17
th
   SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker Mick Croome from Speed Skills (www.speedskills.net) talking 

about his time as a member of the police Special Escort Group (SEG).Bar and 

restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 19
th
 Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and learn 

more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Planning & Positioning 
 

Thursday 21
st
   Saturday Jaunt. Mr Allards, Stowupland, IP14 4BD 

Meet at Beacon Hill lorry park IP6 8LP in good time for 13:30 departure. All 

riders must attend Briefing. 
 

November 2017 
 

Wednesday 1
st
   SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 

 

Sunday 5
th
  Breakfast Run, Green Pastures Plant Centre & Farm Shop 

NR15 1BQ, Meet at Beacon Hill, IP6 8LP in good time for 09:00 Briefing and 

prompt subsequent departure. 
 

Saturday 18
th
 Saturday Jaunt Red Poll Tearooms. IP17 3BP Meet in car 

park behind B&M Home Store at Copdock, IP8 3TT in good time for 12:30. All 

riders must attend the Briefing 
 

Tuesday 21
st
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker, traveller Rhys Lawrey (www.2mororider.com).Bar and 

restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 23rd  Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and learn 

more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Cornering 
 

December 2017 
 

Sunday 3
rd
  Breakfast Run, TBA 

 

Wednesday 1
st
   SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 
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Tuesday 12
th
  SAM Christmas Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 

followed by Guest Speaker, Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks 

including teas and coffees. 
 

Saturday 16
th
 Saturday Jaunt TBA All riders must attend the Briefing 

 

 
Note from Editor 

Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any changes 

after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can be 

unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 

 

 

 

 

We were on a 

short break in 

Yorkshire with 

Chris & Susan 

Smith staying at 

Rosedale in June 

 

Judy and Nigel 

Chittock 
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Scotland in the height of summer 
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