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The cover picture was submitted by Darren Connell and is of his Triumph at 

Saxtead Green Post Mill. 

Mike Roberts did the cover picture editing and graphical work. 
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Webmaster    Mike Roberts   01473 718915 
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October’s chat 
 

Congratulations to everyone who received their Chiefs' Challenge cap for 

successfully completing this year 'The Kings Heads' challenge. The winner of 

£200 of Orwell vouchers was Mike Nutt, and the second prize of £100 of Orwell 

vouchers went to Paul Sharp. The third prize of a ride out and breakfast with our 

Chief Observer went to Graham Catchpole. Congratulations also to the lucky 

winners of the prize draw.  Bryan Duncan was drawn from the hat to receive the 

first prize of a gortex motorcycle jacket. Martin Drury was drawn from the hat 

for the second prize of a rather large holder. These prizes where kindly donated 

from Orwell motorcycles. The prizes where presented to the lucky winners, by 

Rob Walters of Orwell motorcycles of Ipswich. Lastly we must not forget the 

special cap (mug) award to Dean Harris for his endeavours over the course of the 

year.   
 

A massive thank you to our Chief Observer Derek Barker and Sara Hale for her 

Admin Support. To Mike Roberts for making this year’s challenge prize possible 

by designing the caps. I hope all those who took part enjoyed the challenge of 

taking part and look forward to taking on next year’s challenge. If you did, please 

let our Chief know. 
 

After the chiefs challenge presentation, a raffle was held for the East Anglian Air 

Ambulance, in conjunction with Orwell Motorcycles, and on the night, all our 

clubs members contributed very generously to the draw. On the evening the 

amount raised was a total of £384.00 this was donated online to the EAA Air 

Ambulance, the following morning, so many thanks to all of you, for your 

support to such a vital service.  
 

I would like to thank all of the volunteers who marshalled the junctions for the 

Copdock Classic Motorcycle Club Charity Run which was held 26
th

 August 

2018. The club secretary of the CCMC was very pleased with the support 

received on the day by you all, so a very warm thanks you to you all. 
 

As most of you are aware on the committee, we have an events team, one of the 

roles of this team. Is to appoint an individual of the team, too research and 

introduce a guest speaker for each month at group nights. It is with sadness that 

Trevor Read has recently decided that after five long years in this position to 

stand down, with effect from January 2019. As most of you know Trevor quite 

well, he undertook this role with vigour as only Trevor can do. He will be sadly 

missed in this role. However Trevor is moving on to the promotions team; to ably 

assist them in the New Year. 
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I would therefore like to ask for a volunteer to take over from Trevor. To ably 

assist the rest of the events team, so that we may continue to have guest speakers 

on group nights.     
 

As advertised recently in the September SAM magazine. We have a new 

committee role of communications purely volunteer, someone who is IT literate. 

Someone who will be responsible for the sending of bulk emails to existing 

members, and usual reminders of upcoming events. The person would need to be 

familiar with mail merger, use of outlook, word, excel etc. If you are interested 

please contact Mike Roberts.   
 

Cheers  
 

Richard Ockelton 
 

COMMUNICATIONS ROLE 
 

Can you help? SAM has a new Committee role that needs someone who is IT 

literate. With the recent legislation of GDPR and the need to communicate with 

members via email, SAM is looking for a member to be responsible for the 

sending of bulk emails to existing members. These emails are usually reminders 

of upcoming events, or requests for assistance at shows etc. The person would 

need to be familiar with MailMerge, and have use of Outlook, Word, Excel, etc. 

Alternative software with similar facilities could be used.  
 

If you are interested please speak to Mike Roberts or one of our other Committee 

members and we will discuss the role with you. 
 

Associate Only Ride 
 

This year an 'Associates Only' ride has been planned for Sunday 16
th

 December 

2018 meeting at Beacon hill services for a 09:30 briefing. There will be an in 

depth briefing on how to mark junctions and ride within a group just in case you 

have not done this before. 
 

The ride will be heading to Bressingham Garden Centre, Diss, Norfolk. The ride 

is for breakfast only and a coffee stop at Beacon Hill upon your return. 
 

This ride is to encourage both new and old associates to join in a group ride 

which will run at a leisurely pace. There will be no pressure to keep up and no 

one will be watching your riding. The route will consist of A and B roads, 

nothing too complicated but it will give you an opportunity to practice your skills 

learnt during your observed rides and the chance to meet other associates. 
 

The ride will be guided by members of the ride leader team so no need to worry 
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about how to get there and back. You will need to book your place before the 

event so we can ensure we have enough ride leaders to escort you round so email 

Sara Hale karlsarahale@btinternet.com to confirm. 
 

New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Andy Carmichael   Matthew Francis   Carl Brooks 

Alex Gleeson 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly after Group Nights, 

SAM holds its monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list 

of important rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively 

banter all aimed at improving your ride based on the 

information in the Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 

 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 

 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 

 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on their theory and 

add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Derek Barker      SAM Chief Observer 
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V-Strom 250 First 
Impressions 

 

 

The best things in life tend to be on the spur of the moment.  And so it was on 

Saturday 22
nd

 September when I arrived at Orwell’s with my Honda FX650 for a 

service.  After dropping the bike off at the workshop, I enquired about taking a 

courtesy bike for the day “That shouldn't be a problem, but note we've got a 

SAM demo day and all of our bikes may be booked out”.  I responded “That's 

great.  I'm a member, I'll go across and have a chat!”.   
 

I soon spotted a Suzuki V-Strom 250 under the Marquee.  I thought with all the 

large capacity machines available, it would be last to be taken out for a spin.  The 

power to weight ratio was the least of all bikes being 25hp and 188kg (fully 

fuelled for the day).   
 

Before I knew it, paperwork was completed inside with a helpful staff member 

and by the time we went outside, the 250 was ready to go.  Impressions were a 

nicely styled and built motorcycle (made in China), clearly in the mould of the 

larger 650 and 1000cc V-Strom adventure machines with the upright riding 

position, narrow profile and front beak with single headlight.  Could it keep up 

with bigger displacement machines?  Well not initially, but I think you might be 
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surprised, let's find out. 
 

The Orwell staff member went through the controls (familiar) then all of the 

various features on the display, most of which were unfamiliar and went above 

my head.  “Take it easy, it's only done 14 miles”.  A rev limit indication of 5000 

rpm configured on the display seemed somewhat over-optimistic.  I took full 

notice of the speedo as Mike who was about to take me out with another rider 

Tim said “follow me and stick to the speed limits!”   
 

I sat on the machine, retracted the side stand (positioned very forward), 

familiarised myself with the controls/switchgear, turned the ignition key and hit 

the starter button.  What's this? is the engine running?  It was so quiet, literally 

like a sewing machine.  Several times during that day while out on demo rides, 

I'd check the engine was running as it was easily drowned out by other bikes, 

particularly at junctions.   
 

Riding the motorcycle around the car park at Orwell’s, I was impressed by the 

comfortable seat and handlebars / controls all being positioned nicely within easy 

reach.  At slow speeds, the bike felt perfectly balanced.  At 5 ft 11 inches, the 

riding position wasn't cramped or uncomfortable.     
 

So what's it like on the open road?  I formed up in a queue behind Mike 

(Observer) with another member (Tim) following me, and we were off.  Turning 

right out of Orwell’s, changing from first to second was relatively quick as it was 

low-geared and third gear was where more acceleration was available.  We went 

on a route of around 20 miles to the West of Ipswich taking in Hadleigh Road.  

My impressions in town were a brilliant commuter bike with the comfortable 

seat, light controls and upright riding position. But with only 14 miles (delivery 

miles), the engine felt tight and reticent to rev. I found I couldn't keep up with 

Mike on faster sections (up to 60mph) as the bike seemed unhappy to accelerate 

much beyond 45-50mph, in fact it felt more like a 125.  Along the route, we 

stopped at a local supermarket allowing Tim to swap place with me allowing him 

to keep up with Mike on the faster sections on the return route.    
 

Stepping down from a large capacity machine, the feedback is very different and 

takes some time to get used to.   Overall, I was really disappointed with the 

performance.  As I had a text confirming my Honda had been serviced, I picked it 

up, then popped into town for shopping, and lunch.  But something was plaguing 

me, this bike should perform much better, was it my riding approach or simply 

the machine needed running in (or both)?   
 

“Let's give it another try” and I headed back to Orwell’s.  I spoke to one of the 

SAM Observers on the Stand about the machine.  He told me his Wife had the 

first V-Strom 250 sold at Orwell’s, it was a great bike, she'd toured Wales on it 
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with him.  And as an Observer, he'd used this bike on observed runs.  How was 

this possible?  “Well, in order to get the performance out of a smaller capacity 

machine, you really do need to ride it and be prepared to change gears a lot more 

often.  The V-Strom 250 is capable of cruising at 70mph all day, with a quoted 

top speed around 85-90mph.  Don't worry about that rev counter limitation, 5000 

rpm is set ridiculously low!” 
 

Before I knew it, I was out on a second ride with another Ride Leader (Vinnie) 

riding the demo Kawasaki Ninja 650.  With around 30 miles on it, the V-Strom 

250 felt revved more freely, the initial tightness was significantly reduced.  On 

faster sections, 60mph was achieved where it was legal and safe.  Ride quality 

was fairly soft meaning when the bike was pressed harder in twisties, it felt more 

wallowy and didn't track as well as my 650 V-Strom.  Again a lot of this may be 

down to rider inexperience, getting used to the machine. Gear changes were 

smooth, no issues experienced but the screen was totally inadequate.  Mirrors are 

reduced height when compared to a 650 V-Strom but perfectly functional.   
 

So what are my conclusions, does this sort of machine make sense?  Definitely as 

a well-built stylish, reliable and comfortable commuter.   And with some 

adjustments to riding style capable of longer distances / touring even loaded up.   

It's relatively cheap at around £4500 OTR.  The claimed fuel consumption of 

nearly 90mpg means a potential 330 mile range from the 17.5 litre tank can be 

achieved.  
 

One concern is the relatively short engine service intervals and costs.  The 

parallel-twin engine derived from the Suzuki Inazuma 250 needs servicing every 

3000 miles.  And valve checks need to completed at each service to maintain the 

warranty which could set you back nearly £200 each time.  However if you're 

mechanically minded, it's perfectly possible to do this yourself.   
 

Would I buy one?  After a long pause, not immediately because I've already got a 

couple of very capable machines.  In addition to the Honda FX650, I've owned a 

V-Strom 650, since 2005. But overall it's definitely been a very useful taster into 

an emerging class of machines.  My curiosity has certainly been piqued.  Other 

machines in this class include the BMW G310GS, Kawasaki Versys 300, Royal 

Enfield Himalayan, and Honda CRF250 Rally. 
 

I'd like to extend my thanks to all the SAM members and staff at Orwell’s for 

supporting a really successful demo day.  The socialising and banter putting the 

stand away followed by a cup of tea and chat afterwards were all fantastic! 

 

Neil Morley.   
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Dubrovnik and Back 
 

I have wanted a return visit to this area, since I last visited Yugoslavia in my 

youth. An opportunity to do so with Global Motorcycle Tours came up at the end 

of July, beginning of August so I signed up for a 14 day trip. 
 

It was only just before we left I found out there were 17 bikes on this tour, which 

I thought too many, but it turned out to be a good variance of bikes , and only 2 

GSs ! 

 

I got down to Dover for an early channel crossing , and met up with a few of the 

other group members, as some had crossed the day earlier and others were 

coming by the Hull-Zebrugge ferry.  After a delayed start, it was the first day of 

the school holidays, we got across the Channel and 3 of us from the group set the 

satnavs and proceeded across France, Belgium and into Germany on mainly 

autoroutes to our first hotel, the Radisson Blu at Ettlingen. Having done about 

540 miles that day I was glad to arrive. 
 

We had all been sent the satnav routes before we left, and these were generally 

very good, causing few worries, but mine did play up on that first day, leaving 

me wondering whether I could rely on it. But that was the only day, and I often 

led if others were having similar problems on other days. 
 

Lovely hotel, as were most of the ones we stayed in, albeit some were better than 

others, with evening meals included in a lot of them. 
 

Day 2, 

Left hotel at 09:00 after briefing, we had one daily before we left in the 

mornings, and headed through the Black Forest on some lovely scenic roads, and 

a couple of autoroutes, then crossing into Austria and into mountains  and 

arriving at our hotel, in St Anton am Arlberg , a small ski town , not too far from 

Innsbruck. As always, parked bikes in hotel car park, sometimes a bit of a squash 

with so many bikes. 
 

A great day, less miles, good roads and a nice hotel. Dinner and local ales, a 

recipe for most of the evenings went down well. 
 

Day 3 

Left hotel and rode along valley floor through villages to autoroute, which cut 

down the time to get to the tunnel at Brenner, and over into Italy and the 

Dolomites. Again, ski resorts with lovely roads and scenery. At the lunch stop we 

were in the middle of a cycle race, luckily not going our way. 
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Arrived at hotel at Treviso, about 20k from Venice, unfortunately no provision to 

visit on this trip. Hotel here, more of a tourist stop, as full of Japanese visitors 

and mosquitoes, as next to streams and water, and striking distance of Venice. 
 

Day 4 

Left at 08:00 to cross over into Slovenia, purchase a vignette, valid for a week, 

and a stop off at the worlds largest cave system at Postojnska. A good trip 

through the caves, wonderful stalactite/stalagmite formations, after which we 

continued on country roads, some narrow, and road surface not the best or worst 

we’d encounter, but riding through Slovenia was lovely; largely unspoilt, with 

families working in the fields, storks nesting, lots of wooded areas. We came 

across a lot of small tractors throughout the Balkans, some with trailers, but 

easily overtaken, unlike the large wood Lorries with trailers, travelling at 15 to 

20 mph up narrow mountain roads. 
 

 
 

We continued through Risnjak and Plitvika national parks, touching some 

autoroutes, and reached our hotel, at Radovica, which had a pool and some great 

local beer. 
 

Day 5 

A day off the bikes, we had a visit to the Plitvice Lakes national park, which was 

busy, but gave us a chance to stretch our legs and see some great scenery. Getting 

pretty hot by now, over 30 degree C. 
 

For those whose insurers didn’t cover Bosnia, some had to purchase a green card. 
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Day 6 

Left the hotel Sedra early for Bosnia, on rural roads, nice fast sweeping bends, 

along rivers and winding country roads up into Vranica Mountains and lots of 

slow traffic, more log Lorries, and lots of cautious overtakes. 
 

The group pretty much together, using the drop off system, which worked very 

well if people stuck to it and were sensible. A combination of satnav and drop off 

system worked fine, even with a group of our size. 
 

By lunchtime it started to rain and continued for most of the afternoon. At one 

point it was biblical, thunder and lightning and torrential rain storms. Roads like 

rivers, about 50mm deep in water and trucks on the other side drenching you 

from head to toe. Kept relatively dry, except boots where waterproof trousers had 

ridden up and tucked into the tops!! 
 

The rain ended as we reached the autoroute and a few miles to Sarajevo, the 

Muslim centre of the Balkans. Our hotel, the Art hotel was right in the centre, 

which is compact and very busy, and we ate out locally in the town, local food 

and beer. 
 

Riding through Bosnia one could see the damage the war had inflicted, with 

many buildings, apartment blocks with bullet holes and shell damage. We were 

told further south that a lot of the damage has not been repaired and left as a 

visual reminder of the effects of that awful period. 
 

Day 7 

Left Sarajevo in the sunshine, temp up to 34 today and rising as we went south   

heading towards Croatia. Again a lot of traffic and overtakes in places but some 

lovely roads, flowing bends, and faster country roads. A little unnerving were the 

hairpin bends with a scarified surface, right on the turn. We stopped at Mostar for 

lunch and visited the rebuilt bridge and bridge divers. Very busy, little place, full 

of history. 
 

It was good to get back on the bike and keep moving as temp still climbing and 

even with jeans and perforated jacket it was hot, and so we rode into Dubrovnik, 

with a queue at customs just outside the city, and went to our hotel, the Sheraton, 

just outside the centre. Glorious hotel, pools, restaurants, great breakfasts and 

lovely rooms, and we were here for 2 nights, brilliant. A chance to dry out 

boots!! 
 

Day 8 

Visit to Dubrovnik, took water taxi from hotel, to city, about 20mins away. 

Walled city is very compact, and easy to get around, we did it superficially in a 

day.  There were plenty of other tourists, but we were able to get around this 

lovely city. 
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Day 9 

Left Dubrovnik and headed up the Adriatic coast road, through customs and back 

into Bosnia, which has a very narrow section of coastline, for about 80 miles 

before turning inland towards Split, on glorious rural roads . Landscape varied 

with flat agricultural areas, hills and mountains, with trees and scrub and a burst 

of autoroute which took us up Trogir in Croatia. A very pretty walled town on a 

river, crowded with locals and mainly Balkan tourists, with lots of restaurants. 

Temp for the last two days around 37. 
 

Day 10 

Left Trogir, just 3 of us early 

and after a short section of 

pleasant autoroute, got back 

onto lovely country roads, 

through valleys and gorges 

along streams. Back into 

Slovenia, the roads here not 

busy and mainly in pretty good 

condition, and got to hotel 

Jezero, by a lake, mid-

afternoon, for swim. A brilliant 

day, somewhat easier with 

fewer in the group, and 

following good satnav 

directions. 
 

Day 11 

Left Jezero hotel, again early 

just the 3 of us heading towards 

our hotel at Zell an See in 

Austri. We did a few extra 

miles when the satnav, or lead 

bike, had a wobbly but the 

roads were so good we didn’t 

mind, lots of traffic at times 

though through chocolate box 

scenery  
 

We went over Grosglockner 

pass, at almost 3000m high. We 

had had a fair few auto tolls en 

route but this was very 
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expensive at 25 euros, but nice road with interesting top section with steep 

cobbled hairpins. 
 

The hotel was not the best we had come across as it was very noisy all night, next 

to a busy road, and no air con. 
 

Day 12  

Left Austria for Germany, with the rest of the group today, by now drop off 

system was working very well. Another great day with rural roads passing 

through typical Austrian villages, mainly ski resorts so quite high, farm land 

larger towns and a section of toll free autoroute. 
 

We did come across tractors on two of the normal roads going for many miles 

with huge queues built up behind them. Here the whole group had to overtake 

where we could, with mixed reaction from the stuck car drivers. 
 

Spent the night in the Post hotel Feldstetton in Germany. 
 

Day 13 

After rural road start with just the 3 of us again, we got onto autoroutes with very 

fast impatient drivers. Had to be very watchful and alert. Had a little play on rural 

roads in forested areas and ended up at hotel in Bastogne Belgium mid-afternoon. 

Visited the town which played an important role in the Battle of The Bulge, and 

the 100 Para museum, complete with air raid in the cellar. 
 

A relatively dull day, but miles had to be done to get to Bastogne to visit as 

planned, and really enjoyed the museum. 
 

Day 14 

Left the Melba hotel and Bastogne early, the 3 of us, and headed off for our 

channel crossing at Calais, hoping to get on an earlier train, which we did and 

back into England, and typical English divers and roads! 
 

Altogether a brilliant trip, one I can recommend. The first and last days were 

long, but necessary to get where we needed to be. Apart from that the days were 

reasonable, generally getting into hotels mid to late afternoon. 
 

The bike numbers were not generally a problem, but would have been simpler 

without so many. We did meet some interesting other riders and the few pillions 

though. 
 

I would certainly do another trip with Global, but would contemplate the 

unescorted variation, which supplies routes and hotels, which were excellent, as 

Tom the guide researches all the tours extensively, picking the best roads.  

Total mileage door to door 3,400. 

Ian Bishop 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2018 

4th November 2018 
Posh Pigs 

Ellough Industrial Estate 

Beccles 

NR34 7TD 

 

Tel: 01502 717596 

 

*** PLEASE NOTE THIS CAFE IS CASH ONLY *** 

 

Meet at Stowmarket Tesco’s IP14 5BE in good time for 09:30 Briefing and 

subsequent departure. 

 

All riders must attend Briefing. 

 

Ride Co-ordinator: TBA 

 

On exiting Tesco’s access road turn right along Gun Cotton Way – Navigation 

Approach – Creeting Road to join the B1113 Newton Road. 

 

Turn right at Finningham White Horse to the A140 Stoke White Horse. 

 

Turn left then shortly turn right on the B1117 Yaxley Road through Eye, 

Stradbroke, Laxfield to Halesworth. 

 

At the third roundabout turn right to Holton where a straight ahead turn-off (?) 

is made onto the B1124 to Brampton joining the A145 to the left.  

 

Into Beccles – turn right at the lights – turn right at the lights – turn right at 

the lights. Yes, three of those. 

 

If roadworks are still ongoing then follow diversion route to the industrial estate.  

 

Follow ‘Posh Pigs’ own signage.  

 

There is a section of concrete hard standing available otherwise plenty of parking 

room on gravel 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 
 

 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that facilitate 

SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase the club social 

rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our much-loved breakfast, 

Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to continue. If you are interested in 

helping the club, and helping yourself by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride 

Leader, please contact Sara Hale to find out more information about one or both 

of these roles 
 
 

 

 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 
 

 

 David Wood    Brian Ellis   Glyn Hill 

 Dean Harris   Vini Evans   Robert Baker 

 Richard Ockelton  Nick Braley 
 
 

 
 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Ken Beckinsale  Tim Wash  Martin Drury 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Saturday Jaunt 
17th November 2018 

The Case 

Further Street 

Assington 

CO10 5LD 

Tel: 01787 210483 

 

http://www.thecaserestaurantwithrooms.co.uk 

 

Meet at Beacon Hill services IP6 8LP in good time for 13:30 Briefing and 

subsequent departure. 

 

All riders must attend Briefing. 

 

Ride Co-ordinator Dean Harris. 

 

Take the third exit from the roundabout into Needham market.  

 

Turn Right at the High Street to Stowmarket.  

 

Take the second exit at the ICI roundabout and jink left then right at Combs 

Ford Magpie.  

 

At the end of Combs Lane turn right then left at the Lakeside Café.  

 

Turn left through Rattlesden and Felsham then bear left at Cockfield Green.  

 

Turn right at the T junction at Cockfield then join the A134 to the left.  

 

On the Long Melford by-pass section turn left through Acton to Great 

Waldingfield.  

 

Turn right on the B1115 then left at the mini roundabout to rejoin the A134 to 

the left at Newton.  

 

The Case is about a quarter of a mile past the Hadleigh turning on the right.  

 

Parking is at the rear with a gravel surface. 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 No more than 5 in a group. 
 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of 

the above. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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ORWELL DEMO DAY 
Dean had asked the Observers and Ride Leaders helping out on the day to arrive 

nice and early on Saturday morning so that we could discuss how the demo rides 

would be organised, and the routes we would be taking. So that is how I found 

myself at Orwell Motorcycles at 8:30am on a fresh nippy morning. I was greeted 

with the sight of the well-oiled SAM Publicity Team plus a couple of the Orwell 

staff putting up the 3D origami puzzle that is the SAM gazebo. “In a bit. Out a 

bit. Lift it! Push the buttons. Not like that! Attach the arms first!” and so forth 

until the publicity stand emerged like a Phoenix and nobody had lost any fingers 

(but it was a close run thing)! 

 

The plan for the day was for some SAM Observers and Ride Leaders to lead 

small groups, pairs, or individual customers out on a pre-planned route so they 

could try one of the Kawasaki and Suzuki range and then they could have a chat 

with the publicity team on their return. There were quite a few bikes available to 

try and the icing on the cake for the SAM team was that they got to try a different 

one each time they went out.  

 

There were plenty of test riders on the day, including a few SAM members, who 

went out on the test bikes. The team was kept busy for most of the day until 4pm. 

Orwells sold a few bikes on the back of test rides and SAM got quite a bit of 

interest from potential new members. So a successful day all round. 
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So which bikes did I get to try out on 

our circular route to Hadleigh High 

Street and back? 

Kawasaki Z900RS Cafe 

Kawasaki Ninja 650 

Kawasaki Z650 

Kawasaki Z1000SX 

Kawasaki Versys 1000 

Suzuki GSX-S1000 

It’s a tough job, but somebody has got 

to do it!  

I’ve said before that you should always 

take up any opportunity offered to ride 

different bikes. It not only improves 

your riding but it also gives an insight 

in to just how different bikes can be to 

what you expect. The bikes that 

surprised me the most were the Ninja 650 and Z650. On paper the specs of these 

machines are near identical, with the Ninja having a full fairing and sporty seat as 

the main differences. Yet out on the road they were very different. I really loved 

the Ninja 650. What it lacks in horsepower, compared to the bikes I normally 

ride, it makes up for by being so nimble. It was great fun to ride and you had to 
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put some effort in to get the best out of it. We are spoiled with the surfeit of 

horsepower on litre plus bikes. Sadly, the Z650 just didn’t gel in the same way. 

Very strange and hard to explain. The Kawasaki Z900RS Cafe was very similar 

to the naked model that I’ve reviewed before. This version has slightly lower 

bars and a 70s style cockpit fairing. A fantastic creamy smooth bike to ride, but I 

wouldn’t have the heart to treat it to the all year riding I do. A sunny Sunday bike 

to have in my fantasy garage. 

The stand out bike for me on the day was the Versys 1000. It’s a comfortable 

adventure style bike that handles effortlessly. The feature that sets it apart from 

other marques is that the engine doesn’t appear to have been messed around with 

(when nicked from another model), so you have a sports bike engine in an 

adventure bike. Could I be tempted? Possibly, but I still hang on to the hope that 

Kawasaki will add a shaft drive version, or a GTR replacement, to its line up. 

Are you listening Mr Kawasaki? 

 

PS. There are more pictures on SAM’s Facebook Gallery 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/suffolkadvancedmotorcyclists/photos 
 

Mike Roberts 

Tea Stops & CafÉs 
Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex 

and Cambs 
 

Every motorcyclist has their favourite tea stops. Over on the SAM Forum I am 

collating a list of the recommended cafés, greasy spoons, tea shops, etc. with 

maps and pictures so we can all benefit from the collective knowledge of SAM. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/tea 

If you have favourite stopping place in Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex or 

Cambridgeshire then why not pop over to the SAM Forum and let other members 

know of your recommendations, or drop me an email with enough details so that 

I can find the place on Google Maps / Streetview. 

 

Mike Roberts        mike.j.roberts@btinternet.com  

Website Administrator 
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Editorial 
 

Here we are in Autumn, and by 

golly the mornings are feeling 

chilly. So if you’re about to 

hibernate your machine, what do 

you do to let it have a peaceful 

sleep. Why not write a small article 

about it. 

 

Copdock bike show will have been 

by the time you read this. I hope 

the weather is good. The news is 

full of this 4 month cold snap with 

heaps of snow and ice…Such Fun…  

 

It’s been a funny sort of year this year, with the fantastic summer we have had. 

But my mileage hadn’t gone up.. I failed on the chief’s challenge and didn’t get 

the chance to start, Small amount of WTF…. No…?  who do you think I am… 

Work, Time and Family.  

 

I was cold up until June my poor bees missed out on the rape seed, then over hot 

and everything died, never seen Britain go brown with the heat before. Autumn 

have now come and again the cold has started, back in with the thermals. 

 

End of this month, October, the clocks go back and we’re plunged into the grips 

of darkness, watch out for our 4legged deer friends are about to start the rut, so 

they will have other things on their minds rather than thinking about traffic. 

 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

 

 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

Thank you 
To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….  
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Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 Sam.editor@btinternet.com  
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 
 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 
A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

October 2018  
 

Sunday, 14
th

  Breakfast Run Silverball Café SG8 8BD Meet in car park 

behind B&M Home Store at Copdock IP8 3TT in good time for 09:30 All riders 

must attend Briefing. 

 

Tuesday 16
th

 SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker. Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas 

and coffees. 

 

Thursday 18
th

  Theory Evening. Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, 

Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF. Come along and learn more 

about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Overtaking 

 

Saturday 20
th

  Saturday Jaunt Green Black Horse Café CO6 2JX.  Meet at 

Beacon Hill IP6 8LP in good time for 13:00. All riders must attend Briefing 

 

November 2018 
 

Sunday, 4
th

  Breakfast Run Posh Pigs NR34 7TD Meet at Stowmarket 

Tesco’s (IP14 5BE) in good time for 09:30. All riders must attend Briefing. 

 

Wednesday 7
th

  SAM Committee meeting 19:30. Kesgrave War Memorial 

Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF  

 

Saturday 17
th

  Saturday Jaunt The Case CO10 5LD Meet at Beacon Hill IP6 

8LP in good time for 13:30. All riders must attend Briefing 

 

Tuesday 20
th

 SAM Group Night. In the new building. Announcements at 

19:30 followed by, Guest Speaker. Bar and restaurant serving all types of 

food/drinks including teas and coffees. 

 

Thursday 22
rd

 Theory Evening. Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, 

Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF. Come along and learn more 

about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Planning & Positioning 
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December 2018 
 

Sunday, 2
nd

   Breakfast Run TBA All riders must attend Briefing. 

 

Wednesday 5
th

  SAM Committee meeting 19:30. Kesgrave War Memorial 

Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF  

 
 

Tuesday 11
th

 SAM Group Night. In the new building. Early because of….. 

Announcements at 19:30 followed by, Guest Speaker, Andrew Jackson, from 

SERV Suffolk & Cambridge http://servsc.org.uk  Bar and restaurant serving all 

types of food/drinks including teas and coffees. 

 

Saturday 15
th

  Saturday Jaunt TBA All riders must attend Briefing 

 

 

Sun, 16
th

   Associates only ride. For more details please see the September 

edition of "The SAM Observer" magazine. Contact: Sara Hale to book your place 

 
 
 
 

Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any changes 

after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can be 

unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
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