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The cover photo was taken by Rob Day and is of his 1954 BMW R25 250cc. The 

picture was taken just off the B1115 near Monks Eleigh.  

Mike Roberts also did the digital editing. 

 

Please send in Pictures for our 2021 magazines 

 

 
Picture taken from a video, John Jenkins ride in Thetford forest 
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your Committee 

No Calls After 21:00 Please 

Officers 
Chairman    Martin Drury   07595 277831 

Vice Chairman   Richard Ockelton   07872 925532 

Secretary    Eric Aldridge   07984 022646 

Treasurer    Bryan Duncan   07879 654122 
 

Committee Members 
Chief Observer    Paul Ballard   07850 715063 

Membership Secretary   Dave Franklin  07801 688639 

Caring SAM    Brian Ellis   07740 564097 

Charity Co-ordinator   Brian Ellis   07740 564097 

Publicity Co-ordinator   Glyn Hill   07986 319163 

Social Ride Co-ordinator   Trevor Read   07525 724002 

Associate Co-ordinator   Geoff Scott   07983 939998 

Continuous Training Coordinator Geoff Scott   07983 939998 

Events     Richard Ockelton  07872 925532 

Webmaster     Les Smith    07792 273334 

Communications    Les Smith    07792 273334 

Magazine Editor    Felix Oliver   07712 649860 
 

Committee Support Members 
Buddy Co-ordinator   Vicky Smith    01255 830352 

 

National Observers 
Mike Roberts 01473 718915  Richard Ockelton   07872 925532 

Kevin Brendish 07854 494041  Matthew Barker  07931 700725 

Geoff Scott  07983 939998 André Castle  07730 526674 

Paul Newman 01473 620450 Derek Barker  01473 327555 

Paul Ballard  07850 715063   Tony Chyc   01206 231782 
 

Local Observers 
Steve Gocher 01473 430643 John Rudland  07740 874300 

Dean Harris  07956 339112 Rob Baker     07710 537844 

Phil Sayer   07990 565451 Glyn Hill   07986 319163 

Terry Fellowes  07870 764187 Graham Parker  07905 468995 

Ian Bishop  07775 920661 Nick Braley   07990 734581 

Steve Bingham 07971 075424 Andrew Robotham  07816 128591 

Dave Franklin  07801 688639 Karl Grimwade   07885 717771 

Ian Leedham 07747 792992 
 

I.A.M. Examiner 

Ian Maxwell    0 7974 941545        Neale McConnell            07899 714136                                                                                                                                           
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next Issue 

Closing date for copy – Monday after club night.  Send via e-mail or on a USB 

memory stick (which will be returned) The Editor reserves the right to edit, 

amend or omit as he feels fit. 

 

 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 

All Official Correspondence to:  
 

 
 

The Secretary, Eric Aldridge. 

 



The SAM Observer October 2021            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 5 

Chairman’s Chat 
 

Hello all 

I can’t really write anything for this month’s 

Observer magazine without mentioning the 

East Anglian Copdock Show. What a turnout! 

It was a sea of motorbikes throughout the 

entire main and overflow bike parks – all ably 

managed and marshalled by SAM volunteers 

led by ‘Red Leader 1’ Eric Aldridge. 

Apparently the car park was just as busy – 

managed by our friends at Suffolk Riders. At 

the time of writing I don’t have any numbers, 

but seasoned observers (small ‘o’) are talking 

of a near record attendance. 

 

Looking at the Copdock show in isolation, you 

could easily forget that we have been in various states of lockdown restriction for 

well over a year, but we now  seem to be facing many secondary ‘knock on’ 

effects such as product shortages and supply chain breakdowns, predominantly 

caused by past and present labour shortages. Even in my own little world I can 

feel the effects. Orwell’s could only partially complete the service on my bike 

because the cam cover gaskets were still on the manufacturers ‘to do’ list in 

Japan and it was a similar story for the air filter. My wife then tells me that we’ve 

run out of my favourite PG Gold teabags and they’re no longer available at 

Tescos! It’s enough to turn you drink – and then I hear that the current carbon 

dioxide shortage may affect beer production- Aaaagh!! 

 

Added to all this, and probably a causal factor, is the huge rush for holidays now 

that restrictions have eased – firstly there was a preponderance of late UK 

holidays and now overseas bookings are going through the roof according to 

travel agents – with people desperate for some guaranteed Autumn/Winter sun. It 

has been noted by some that our own dear secretary Eric is no exception to this 

desperate holiday trend – I think he is now on his third one and looking to book 

his fourth! 

 

Of course this late holiday season might also be contributory factor to the 

disappointingly low number of attendees at the September club night and 
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probably also our usual supply of speakers/presenters. We are now looking to fill 

the gap with some internal presentations, with or without a motorcycling theme, 

but you will be pleased to hear that the suggested ‘Morris Dancing for Beginners’ 

session has been dismissed as a non-starter. We will get back on track soon so 

don’t despair! 

 

I don’t have any motorcycling mishaps to report on this month so that’s about it 

from me until next time. 

 

Cheers 

 

Martin 

 

 

New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Karen Honey   Claire Adams   Mike Skinner 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 

 
 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Tanya Barker, YRS   her observer was   Terry Fellows 

Mike Forsdyke    his Observer was   Derek Barker 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let Paul Ballard or Geoff Scott know. 

 

IAM Master Passes 
 

Geoff Scott  IAM Masters (Distinction) 
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Not All Roads Are Black 
 

Many years ago I got into trail riding but increasing stints of working away 

brought an unintended, but perhaps inevitable, end to the occasions when I could 

ride. 

 

Consequently, in 2003 the CRM250 was consigned to a quiet corner of the 

garage and forgotten about, allowed to collect dust and spider webs whilst I got 

on with life. She occasionally received a furtive sideways glance over the years 

but it was not to be. 

 

Until 2020 and lockdowns. Now, having the time to tackle the extensive list of 

‘jobs to do but I cannot ordinarily be bothered’, allowed the CRM to percolate to 

the top of the list and to benefit from some TLC. 

 

Overall it was a fun experience, despite the sense of guilt of having abandoned 

my once trusty steed whilst cleaning mud and vegetation which were deposited 

some 17 years previously. 

 

A full service and thorough clean brought the bike back to life. But what now? 

 

The question was answered in the May 2021 edition of The SAM Observer. 

Kevin Brendish, a SAM National Observer, announced that he was happy to take 

out any novices wishing to give trail riding a punt. The man is obviously not of 

sound mind. 

 

Having added my name to the list, we agreed to meet at the Ramparts Car Park, 

Lackford to tackle a series of lanes in and around Thetford Forest. 

 

The weather forecast was pretty miserable but what the heck, the preceding days 

had been wet and this would determine conditions not the current weather. 

 

Thus four souls convened at the allotted hour to follow Kevin into the badlands 

of Thetford. 

 

And it was brilliant fun. I was rubbish 17 years ago, and I’ve got worse in 

between times. But the vastly superior tyres now available helped to mitigate 

some of the skill shortage. 
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The inevitable ‘face plant’ occurred within a few miles but without injury. The 

kit did what it needed to do, one of my better investments. Two advantages of the 

heavy rain were a) the landing was soft and b) it quickly washed both bike and 

rider clean again. 

 

It was crazy how many times we exited a lane onto a familiar and busy road, the 

passing traffic would have little reason to know that a lane was in existence until 

our appearance. 

 

The terrain was diverse, the scenery wonderful, great company and the historical 

sight an unexpected bonus; a wall used by aircraft to test their gun sights for 

accuracy whilst in-flight. 

 

Despite the claimed gaps in trail riding prior to the day, some of the riders were 

far too good to believe their pronouncement (take a bow Mr Ballard, SAM Chief 

Observer). 

 

A big ‘thank you’ 

is due to Kevin for 

a) making the day 

happen b) his 

patience whilst 

leading us so 

effectively over the 

entire day and c) 

keeping us legal in 

regard to the lanes 

we were using. 

 

I may still be 

rubbish, but a day 

on trails certainly 

improves your bike 

handling skills.    

 

Fancy a go? Kevin 

is obviously a glutton for punishment because he is happy schedule more runs. 

Simply ping an email to kevin.brendish@hotmail.com to express your interest.    

 

John Jenkins   
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

 

As most of you know, on the 3
rd

 Thursday evening every month, SAM holds its 

monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of important 

rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively banter all 

aimed at improving your ride based on the information in the 

Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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Copdock Show Sept. 2021. 
Promotions team at it again 

 

Well after what seems like an age 

finally a show to go to and what a 

show it was, lovely weather, warm 

sunny and great crowds, it was nice  

mixing with like minded people, 

renewing friendships and enjoying 

the banter that goes with it. 

 

Having spent an enjoyable day on 

Saturday helping with lining out 

for bike parking and later assisting 

Glyn and Trevor setting up the nice 

new SAM gazebo an earlyish start 

on Sunday for Jean and me getting to the show before the expected crowds were 

to arrive and arrive they did in their droves.  

 

I think people had been looking forward to the show for an awful long time. 

Manning the stand along side Dean, Glyn, Trevor and later Nigel and Judy with 

us obviously working in shifts so we could have a look around the show, get 

some food etc. was an absolute pleasure 

for Jean and me, added to this was the 

considerable amount of interest shown 

by the public a lot of whom actually 

approached us which will hopefully be 

turned into new SAM members.  

 

A lovely day with a lot of laughs and 

after packing up and loading up Glyn's 

vehicle a pleasant ride home with the 

bonus of missing the rain that had been 

forecast. Hopefully this is a sign of 

things to come and the improvement in 

everyday life will continue. 

 

Sonnie Westley.  
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2021 SAM Calendar 

Challenge 

sponsored by 

Mototechniks 
 
 

The prize draw was held at the premises of our sponsors on the evening of 

Tuesday 21
st 

of September in the company of Simon and Luke, who kindly 

provided us with their range of demo bikes for our members to test ride. 
 

An excellent selection of machines were made available for us to try with the 

Aprilia Tuono 1100 probably coming out on top as the most desirable bike of the 

evening.  
 

Even the onset of darkness couldn’t deter some members from getting their demo 

rides in with our chairman Martin being the last one to disappear up the road. 

(Sorry you missed the draw, Martin). 
 

Simon presented the commemorative glasses and beer mats to those that had 

participated in the Challenge and Luke had the task of pulling the following 

names out of the hat, or rather the under seat helmet compartment of a bright red 

Vespa scooter; 
 

1
st 

  Prize of £200 Mototechniks vouchers went to Richard Ockelton 

2
nd 

  Prize of £100 Mototechniks vouchers went to Karen Payne 

3
rd

  Prize of a day out at Snetterton with me was Vini Evans 
 

Finally a huge thank you to Mototechniks for sponsoring the Challenge, to Mike 

Roberts and Judy for their support and assistance and especially thanks to all of 

you who took a lot of time, trouble and expense to travel all over the country in 

search of the locations. 

 

Nigel Chittock 
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Ride Leaders 
 

 
 

 

Ride Leader 
 

 Richard Ockelton 

 

Ride Leaders 
 

 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Kevin Bolt    Chris Bond 

 Martin Drury    Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Dave Frankin 

 Karl Grimwade    Glyn Hill    Alex Jones    Trevor Read 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman    David Wood 
 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Editorial 
 

Hold on to your seats, the 

excitement is getting too much, 

No… don’t be silly I haven’t 

splashed out on a new machine…  

I had a chance to take mine out for a 

run, The family ended up with 6 in a 

5 seat car so someone had to 

volunteer to bail out. Bummer, I’ll 

have to take the bike, boohoo what a 

shame. 

 

Only she wasn’t running smoothly, my guess is that the carburettors are coked up 

again. The trouble with not using the bike, the petrol evaporates and this leaves a 

film, and this builds up and the blocks up the jets, On the main jet there is a little 

rubber cap which gets crud underneath it which stops the fuel getting to where it 

wants to go, so I have to clean the carburettors out. Oh the joys of riding an old 

bike. 

 

Now the E10 fuel has arrived I’m now using the super E5 petrol which I’ve never 

noticed the difference in it before, except the cost. 

 

I’m pleased that a lot of the club took part in the Challenge this year, I had signed 

up with all good intention for doing, sounded great and I have almost convinced 

Mrs Editor to come on the bike to take part…. Then that “w”  and “F” word 

came in and I didn’t get a chance to do any of it… So sorry Nigel and thank you 

for arranging this year’s challenge.  

 

Safe Riding  Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….  
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Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 

 

 

 

 

Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
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Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 

 

 

 

SAM Events for your Diary 

2021 
Please see website and magazine for updates 

 

October 2021 
 

Saturday 16
th

   Saturday Jaunt to Scotts Date Great Shelford 
 

Wednesday 20
th

 
 
 SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30~22:00 

followed Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, 

Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30. Bar 

serving drinks, including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 21
st
  Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Planning and Positioning Contact: Paul 

Ballard. Meet in The Board Room 
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Sunday, 24
th

    M/C Dexterity & Control All events start at 09:00 

SHARP and the venue will be the playground of Sidegate Primary School, 292 

Sidegate Ln, Ipswich IP4, UK,  Observers: Paul Ballard 

 

November 2021 
 

Wednesday 3
rd

  SAM Committee meeting 19:30~22:00. Kesgrave War 

Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 

1JF 

 

Sunday 7
th

    Breakfast Run  Melbourne Fun Farm, meet 09.30 

 

Sunday 14th   Sunday Jaunt to Old Buckingham Airfield, meet 12:00 

midday 

 

December 2021 
 

Wednesday 1
st
   SAM Committee meeting 19:30~22:00. Kesgrave War 

Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 

1JF  

 

Sunday 5
th

     Breakfast Run  Wells-next-the-Sea, meet 09:30 from 

Stowmarket Tescos 

 

Wednesday 15
th

 
 
 SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30~22:00 

followed Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, 

Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30. Bar 

serving drinks, including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 16
th

   Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: OvertakingContact: Paul Ballard. Meet in 

The Board Room 

 

Sunday 19
th

    Sunday Jaunt to Aldercar Farm Shop 

 

Saturday 25
th

   Wishing you a very happy Christmas to you all. 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 

Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 

Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 

What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 

Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 

Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 

Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 

T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 

All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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Social Rides Policy 
 

 

 

NOTICE OF NEW POLICY,  

RIDING & NAVIGATION GUIDELINES  

AND RULES. 

 

Please note that we have updated and modified all previous information and 

instruction documents into a single SAM Social Rides Policy which is available 

to view and/or download on the SAM website forum under the Events section 

 

Part of the changes are that all participants on a social ride will be required to 

sign the run sheet to acknowledge that they have read and agree to abide by the 

Riding & Navigation Guidelines and Rules. These are also separately available to 

view and/or download from the SAM website as above. 

 

You will notice some other changes and we will be providing further briefings in 

the magazine and at Group Nights to explain and expand on these. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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  Mud  
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Getting over excited about his new bike coming out of the show room 

Andre Castle 
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  Presentation evening at Mototechniks 
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Bikes at the 2021 Copdock show 


