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Chairman’s Chat 
I hope you have been getting in plenty of miles 

this summer and appreciate the weather we get 

in this part of the world. I have family that live 

in Cheshire and on a recent visit they could not 

believe the sunshine we have been having and 

that all the grass is brown.  It turns out that they 

have had about 2 weeks of sunshine this year 

and the rest of the time it has been raining. 

Apparently that is the story for a lot of the UK 

so East Anglia has been the place to be. 
 

SAM is also proving a popular place to be as 

the stats presented at this months committee 

meeting show.  We have almost had as many 

new members join by the end of July as we did for the whole of last year and 

with events such as the “Copdock Bike Show” coming up I am sure we will 

exceed our expectations.  Our observers, who are volunteers, do a great job in 

getting riders up to test standard and as soon as they do are allocated a new 

associate.  Susan Smith (Associate Co-ordinator) is working very hard to place 

new members with an observer and if you are currently waiting I am sure she 

will be contacting you very soon. 
 

One statistic that is not so good is that there have been 8 motorcycle fatalities 

in the County so far this year against 7 for the whole of 2008.  Passing the 

Advanced Test set by the IAM increases your chances of avoiding a serious 

accident by up to 70%.  If you have friends or colleagues who ride and are not 

members then please give them the option to improve their riding by bringing 

them along to a group night. 
 

Last month we had many attend the summer BBQ with over 100 meals sold.  It 

was good to welcome members from the Norfolk and Essex groups and we 

hope to arrange a ride to one of their Group Nights in the future. 
 

Talking of BBQ’s I would like to thank Keith and Maureen Gilbert for hosting 

a BBQ for all those (and their partners) who went on the Oradour trip earlier 

this year.  With the help of Ray and Shirley Spreadbury, Paul and Lyn 

Stockings and Paul and Deirdre Siddaway they put on an excellent event.  They 

sold tickets to help towards the food and then donated all the money to our 

chosen charity for this year, The St. Elizabeth Hospice.  Very kind. 
 

Hope you have a good month and that I haven’t put a curse on the East Anglian 

weather! 
 

Richard. 
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Secretary’s Scribbles 

 

I’ve just got back from my annual run up to the British Superbike round at 

Cadwell Park, which to me, seems to herald the end of summer.  But never 

mind, autumn riding can be just as good, only now with the full textile jacket 

rather than the airflow one! 
 

Once again, riding back from a big bike meet, shows just how much work we 

have to do.  Yes there are some types who just won’t want to listen and happily 

continue such “japes” as overtaking long lines of vehicles on the wrong side of 

solid white lines.  Let’s hope the emergency service with the bikes and cars get 

to them before they need the emergency service with the big white vans! 
 

But equally disappointing is the riders with superb bikes that are so good, they 

are much better than their riders.  My co-rider John Morgan came across one 

such on a Kawasaki ZX12R.  Surely one of the most powerful bikes you can 

buy.  The owner seemed pretty keen to use the enormous power on the few 

straights that the Lincolnshire Wolds hold but he became a mobile chicane 

once we got to the twisties. 
 

To me it seems a “no brainer” whether to spend £300+ on a replacement end 

can or £139 for a full “Skill for Life” course.  The IAM continues to spend 

money on advertising SFL in the bike comics but word of mouth is always 

best.  Make sure you carry a few of the group’s business cards in your 

wallet/purse and get converting!  Remember every new member you introduce, 

gets you a meal at the Fynn Valley restaurant.  It tastes a lot better than a 

carbon end can too! 
 

Martin 
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New Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent new associate members: 
 

Paul Angel James Kidd Christopher Raine Rodger Welham 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

we will put that right. 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 

Copdock Bike Show 
 

The 18
th
 Copdock Motorcycle Show is taking place at Trinity Park in Ipswich 

on the 4
th
 October 2009.  If you have a few hours to spare on the day to help 

out with motorcycle parking, a service SAM has provided at this event for 

several years now and for which the group receives a donation, then please 

contact David Rudland (01473 401362) or Chris Roberts (01728 861411). 
 

For further of the Copdock Bike Show see: 

http://www.copdock-cmc.co.uk/events.htm 
 

Motorcycle Dexterity & Control 
 

The last ‘slow riding day’ course of the year is taking place on Saturday 

October 10
th
 at Sidegate Lane Primary School in Ipswich.  If you haven’t 

attended a slow riding day course yet it comes highly recommended.  The 

course is a great opportunity to learn the skills and practice your slow speed 

handling machine control.  For further details and how to book your place 

please see page 10. 
 

SAM Christmas Party Tickets 
 

The SAM Christmas party is taking place on December’s group night, Tuesday 

15th December.  You may think it’s a little early but please help book your 

tickets and help make the event a success.  Tickets shall be available to 

purchase at this group night at a cost of £18.50 per head from John Sillett.  For 

this you’ll receive a three course meal, coffee, disco maybe even some party 

games?  You can also contact John by telephone to pre-book your tickets on 

01473 219488. 
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Three Months On 
 

After our group tour to Oradour-Sur-Glane in April / May we were together 

again for a charity bbq on Sunday, 9th August, which was a chance for those 

who left ‘her indoors’ to come along and meet those who went. 
 

So thanks to all of you who made it and donated to SAM’s chosen charity 

‘St Elizabeth Hospice’.  To all who wanted to know where we are going next, 

thanks for the enthusiasm and we will think of somewhere. 
 

A special thanks to Mark at M & M Butchers, Stowupland (the best proper 

butcher around, even if he does ride a Fazer).  Mark supplied the meat at a 

special ‘charity’ price for us.  Also thanks to both Shirley and Ray Spreadbury, 

Paul and Lyn Stockings and Deirdre and Paul Siddaway for their contributions 

of desserts and salads and again, thanks to Ray for his chefing skills!! 
 

Also thanks must go again to Ray and Shirley and Paul and Lyn for their 

support on the trip.  Also Ray’s determination to make everyone a tour leader.  
 

A good afternoon which was enjoyed by everyone and it didn’t rain! 
 

Maureen and Keith 
 

This is a great introduction to Neil Morley series of ‘Oradour 2009’ articles 

describing his experience of the trip.  See the first instalment on page 25. 
 

Norfolk Motorcycle Museum Run 
 

On Sunday 6th September my son Adam, riding pillion, and I took part in the 

Norfolk Motorcycle Museum run.  We left Ipswich at 8:30am and proceeded to 

North Walsham on a mostly B road route.  We arrived at 10:30am, just in time 

to join the last group, of around 40 bikes, before they left!  The run headed to 

the Norfolk Lavender Centre at Heacham on unclassified, B and A roads, with 

excellent marshalling and tail end support in the way of a van.  Unfortunately 

we lost the group at Faxenham having had to stop for fuel as I hadn’t had time 

to refuel at North Walsham!  Having arrived at the Lavender Centre and 

enjoyed a very nice Sunday roast, we headed back via the B1454, A1065 and 

the B1077.  We got back to Ipswich for 5:30pm after a tidy days ride of 240 

miles. 
 

Steve Gocher 
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Mid Suffolk Showground 
 

Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists 

Sara Hale 

Publicity Co-ordinator 

 

14
th
 August 2009 

 

Dear Sara 

 

I would like to thank you on behalf of the Mid Suffolk Showground Team for 

the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists support at the 2009 Classic Cars & 

Wheels event. 

 

We were extremely pleased with the response to this years show and hope that 

the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists members had an enjoyable and productive 

day with us.  I hope you will consider joining us again in 2010 and I look 

forward to discussing next years show with you in the not too distant future. 

 

Best Regards 

 

 
 

Marcie Ray 

Events Manager 

 

 

Thank You 
 

Thanks to Matt & George Cullum, Stephen Mayhew, Nigel & Judy Chittock 

and Vinnie Evans for helping to promote SAM and the IAM at the Mid Suffolk 

Showground at the 2009 Classic Cars & Wheels event. 

 

Sara Hale 
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Motorcycle Dexterity 

& Control Days 
(a.k.a. Slow Riding Days) 

 

For every motorcycle spill that makes the local papers, there are many more 

which never get much publicity.  How many of you in your time riding have 

never struggled to keep your bike upright while manoeuvring in a parking area, 

or had to take a big dab with either foot while negotiating queues of commuter 

traffic?  Not many (if any).  Very often in these situations the rider grabs a 

handful of front brake, shortly followed by the resulting sound of expensive 

plastic and metal making contact with the ground. 

 

The SAM MD&C Days give you the opportunity to practice the art of riding a 

motorcycle slowly, and to learn the techniques that will help you do it. 

 

This year the venue will be the playground of Sidegate Primary School, 

Sidegate Lane, Ipswich. IP4 4JD  (Map in the Calendar on the SAM website). 

 

Please contact the Senior Observer to book your place for the date you are 

interested in attending. 

 

Date      Senior Observer 

 

Saturday 10th October  Chris Jackson  01787 315628 

 

 

 

 

All days start at 9am sharp, and end 12:30 – 1pm depending on numbers 

attending. 

 

 

 

 

Please bring a drink and something to eat 

as we will have a break and there are no 

cafés nearby. 
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Caption Competition 
 

Come up with funniest caption for these photos tonight and win a bottle of 

wine.  Write your caption on a slip provided and post it in the competition box. 
 

Good Luck! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judging will be 

performed by the 

Editor, with help 

from the committee 

and the winning 

caption will be 

announced at the 

end of the evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

August’s caption winner was Susan Smith with: 
 

“Ah bless, I could find a place for him in 

my garden.” 
 

 

Please send your photos, electronic or hard copy (which 

will be returned) to the Editor for selection in next month’s edition. 
 

P.S. Please don’t send images sourced from publications / the Internet, as they 

are Copyright protected and SAM can’t afford the law suit! 
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www.csensedt.co.uk 

 

Contact Glen Mures 

on 07748 195179 
 

 

• At work driving assessments and 
training for car, van and LGV drivers 

• Consultancy service to assist 

organisations to develop their road risk 

management policy and  procedures 

• PassPlus - £75 discount, see website 

for details 

• Driver MOT – for older drivers and 

anyone with medical conditions that may 

affect their driving 

• Trailer towing – if you passed your car 

test after 1st January 1997, you may 

need to pass an additional towing test, 
see website for details 

• Eco-Driving – increase your mpg and 

reduce your motoring costs! 

   
 

 

• Compulsory Basic Training 

• 125 cc & Direct Access 

• Rusty Riders Refresher 

• Riding Skills Development 

• Enhanced Rider Scheme 

Professional Motorcycle and 
Roadcraft Training on a one-to-one 

basis (except CBT) in  
Bury St. Edmunds 

Contact Tony Fuller on 

07763 018027 or 01440 786928 

www.smartrider.co.uk 

SMART 

RIDER 



The SAM Observer September 2009 Page 14 

Ed’s Soapbox 
 

Welcome to the September edition of the SAM Observer.  Thanks to Keith and 

Maureen Gilbert for their ‘Three Months On’ article and also to Neil Morley 

for the first instalment of his ‘Oradour 2009’ article. 

 

August saw me, Steve Gower and his wife Claire, Stuart Young and Leia 

Dowsing travelling to France for a day of track based training day with ELAM.  

Leaving on the morning of Friday 15
th
 we headed to Dover to catch the ferry to 

Calais.  From Calais we headed to Saint Quentin, our base for the weekend. 

 

 

The Basilica at Saint Quentin 

as viewed from my hotel window 

 

The trip to Saint Quentin was fairly uncomfortable due to the high 

temperatures.  We arrived early evening and the first thing on the cards was a 

shower before heading out for something to eat and drink. 

 

On Saturday we decided not to go out on the bikes and instead spent the day 

taking in some of the sights in Saint Quentin. 
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Battle of Saint Quentin - 1557 AD 
 

Queen Mary of England 

comes to the support of 

her husband Phillip II in a 

conflict with France.  The 

English and the Spanish 

defeat the French at the 

Battle of Saint Quentin.  

With Paris threatened the 

French are forced to 

recall their forces from 

Italy. 

 

 

 

Reference: http://www.historycentral.com/ 
 

Saturday evening we met up with the ELAM guys, completed our Eurotrax 

registration for the next day and then headed out for the evening. 
 

We got up early on Sunday for the 30 or so mile ride to Folembray.  The 

ELAM used the drop-off group riding system so no one got lost on the way to 

the circuit.  Once at the circuit we received a comprehensive briefing by Chris 

Mitchell.  The briefing covered the strict over-taking system that was to be 

adopted whilst on the circuit.  It was made crystal clear that if anyone didn’t 

observe the over-taking system (more on this later) or stole anyone’s line into a 

corner, including overtaking and out braking them, they were off!  No second 

chances. 
 

The morning session consisted of observed training having been split into 

groups of 5/6.  The first couple of times out we each took turns to following 

our observer in order to learn the lines of the circuit, also practicing the over-

taking system that we’d need for the afternoon session.  The speeds were low, 

around 60 to 70 MPH maximum.  We then took turns to lead with our observer 

following, just as if you were on an observed ride.  And just like an observed 

ride, we were each given feedback on our individual rides in terms of track 

positioning, when to ‘tip in’, speed, gears, revs, braking, body position etc.  My 

feed back included using lower gears, more revs and relaxing my upper body. 
 

The over-taking system is as follows: As Folembray is a right hand circuit, 

anyone over-taking did so on the left.  The following rider, wishing to over-

take activated their left hand indicator.  When the rider in front was aware of a 
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rider behind them, and observed them indicating and they were happy to be 

passed, they moved to the right and activated their right hand indicator.  This 

was the signal for the following rider to proceed with their over-take on the 

left.  No right hand indicator meant no overtaking! 
 

With the morning session over, we had a lunch break and then headed out for a 

refuel.  The afternoon session consisted of an open pit lane, with the over-

taking system in place.  The first 15 minutes of each hour was reserved for 

those that wanted to proceed as a slower pace. 
 

My pace increased as 

the afternoon went on, 

to the point where by 

about 4pm I started to 

lose a significant 

amount of tyre grip and 

decided to call it a day.  

This was due to the 

temperatures, the 

amount I’d scrubbed my 

tyres and not to mention 

how tired I was from the 

levels of concentration 

and the physical exertion! 
 

Sunday evening saw a meal and reception with the ELAM.  We travelled back 

on Monday catching the ferry from Calais to Dover.  A couple of things 

became very apparent once back in the UK, these were the increased amount of 

traffic and the very poor driving standard of some drivers.  We got back to 

Ipswich in the early evening after a great weekend, a round trip of 650 miles! 
 

I discovered several limits during my first track day experience; the handling, 

acceleration and braking limits of my Hornet and the limits of my own riding 

abilities, in an environment with no vehicles coming the other way and not one 

manhole cover in sight!  All of what I learnt being directly relatable and 

relevant to my road riding. 
 

I also captured some video footage whilst on track, the highlights of which you 

can find links to on the SAM Forum in the Members Only section, under the 

Trackdays topic.  Keep an ear out for Darth Vader! 
 

Cheers 

Steve 
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This Internet shop allows you to purchase regalia of the Suffolk Advanced 

Motorcyclists group. 

 
http://sam.spreadshirt.net 

   

   

   

 

NB. This is just a small selection of the items available. There are over 90 

items in various colour combinations. If you want something with different 

colour combinations, just ask and we will see what we can do. 



The SAM Observer September 2009 Page 18 

So You Think You Know...? 
 

David Wood 
 

 
 

I first met David during the run-up to the Oradour trip with his wrist plastered 

up after a recent skiing trip to Austria.  Fortunately nothing was broken, it 

turned out to be a bad sprain so he made the trip!  (Contrary to repeat 

appearances in slings and plasters, David denies being accident prone and says 

he just enjoys living life to the limit.)  David was born in Newcastle under 

Lyme (Staffordshire).  After six enjoyable care-free years at Leeds University, 

the now Doctor Wood moved to London to start a long period of employment 

with BT.  He started working at the Dollis Hill Research Centre, London.  One 

of his first jobs was fabricating transistors used within undersea submarine 

repeaters.  So if you recall a telephone conversation abroad in 70s/80s, chances 

are it may have been through one of David’s transistors!  When Dollis Hill 
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finally closed down in the mid-70s, David was relocated to BT’s research 

facility at Martlesham working in various roles until taking early retirement in 

2001. 

 

Presently, he is working for Rural Action East, a charity helping rural 

communities in East of England gain a better quality of life including access to 

private and public services. 

 

David started his biking career as a teenager on a BSA C12 250cc being 

entirely self-taught.  His achievement was all the more notable by the fact 

nobody in his family owned or drove a car or motorcycle.  The C12 was 

difficult to master initially and continually stalled until David realised it might 

help to use the clutch and gears occasionally!  David said he passed the 

motorcycle test second time.  Back then, helmets weren’t a legal requirement 

and he enjoyed the wind swept, long haired hippy look.  The C12 eventually 

gave way to a C15 on which he used to travel to Leeds.  He remembers cold 

winter journeys across the Pennines with an old Belstaff jacket stuffed with 

newspapers to keep out the cold and icicles on his face.  Next was another 

BSA; an A10 650cc with soft-top convertible sidecar.  At University, David 

took his car test aged 22.  In Ipswich he bought a Honda CB175 which he used 

to commute to work while his wife used the car!  After many years without a 

motorbike, David returned to riding with a Yamaha Fazer.  His present 

machine is a Yamaha XJ900 with 30,000 miles on the clock, while in his 

garage he has a little used (“investment”) Mick Andrews replica 250cc Ossa 

trials bike.  He is planning to upgrade to a tourer (FJR1350 perhaps) and have 

more and longer trips around Europe – anyone interested in going with him? 

 

David tells me love blossomed while he was at Leeds University where he met 

his future wife Linda.  By some strange coincidence, Linda also hails from 

Newcastle under Lyme!  The couple have three children.  Not only did David 

join SAM as a result of Nigel Hydes, his daughter is going out with Nigel 

Hydes’ son who also happens to ride a Yamaha Diversion, so he must be OK! 

 

David’s other hobbies include sailing with the BT Sailing Club at 

Waldringfield.  Work commitments meant there was never enough time to join 

the club whilst at BT!  Also he has an allotment growing various vegetables 

and soft fruit.  He has played, coached and refereed county level volleyball but 

had to stop when he found his aging knee joints weren’t any longer up to the 

stresses and strains of the game!  Maybe replacement rear shocks are in order? 

 

Words by Neil Morley 
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FOR SALE – Alpine Star motorcycle boots, short version, waterproof, fitted 

with sliders and heel protection and ankle brace, size 46 (UK 12). £30 ono 

 

Call 01473 401714 (eve) or 07983 480425 for more details. 

 

 

FOR SALE – Brilliant Learner Legal 

Bike, Yamaha YBR 125cc, 56 plate (06), 

only 3,339 miles, six months road tax, no 

MOT required (yet) and 50-60 MPG. 
 

In good condition, £1,300 
 

Call 01473 401714 (eve) or 

07983 480425 for more details. 

 

 

Send your classified items to the Editor, contact details on page 3. 

Price for non-member classifieds is £5 
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October Breakfast Run 
 

SATURDAY 3rd October – Hollywood Legends, 

     Swaffham, Norfolk  PE37 7PZ 
 

Ride Co-ordinator: John Morgan  (01473 711699) 
 

Meet at Beacon Hill Service Station off R/A Junction 

A140 & A14, 6 miles West of Ipswich at 9.00 am 
 

NB. This route is mostly on Suffolk & Norfolk twisty B roads!  In the event of 

bad weather or if you’re in a hurry, you may prefer to go on the alternative 

boring A14, A1088, A134, A1065 route? 
 

Leave Service Station at R/A, 1st T/L on the A140, 

0.5 mile later T/R onto  
 

B1078 - Go thro’ Coddenham and after about 3 miles 

T/L onto 
 

B1077 - signed Debenham.  Soon after Framsden at 

T Junction, T/L onto 
 

A1120 then in 400 yards T/R back onto 
 

B1077 - Pass thro’ Debenham, (smell the Cider at 

Aspall!), thro’ Rishangles and go straight thro’ Eye 
 

3 miles after Eye, at T Junction, T/R onto 
 

A140 signed Diss etc, then immediately T/L back onto 
 

B1077 - at R/A (A143) take 2nd exit onto 
 

B1077 signed Diss.  Anyone for Golf? -  Club on your R. 
 

At A1066 T/L into Diss. 
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Stay on A1066, at 3rd mini R/A, T/R onto 
 

B1077 signed Attleborough.  Pass thro’ Shelfanger, 

Winfarthing, New Buckenham to Attleborough. 
 

Go through Attleborough town centre following signs 

to B1077 Watton. 

Rejoin B1077.  Pass thro’ Gt Ellingham. 
 

Stay on B1077 but about 8 or 9 miles past 

Gt Ellingham T/L onto 
 

B1088 signed Watton.  Drive into Watton, look for 

LINGS M/C dealer on your R.  500 yards past LINGS, 

T/R at mini R/A (3rd exit) into Swaffam Road. 
 

Follow this Road (the B1077 but unsigned) thro’ 

Saham Toney, Ashill, South Pickenham to Swaffam. 
 

(See the Megabig Wind Turbines close by on R!) 
 

At T junction in Swaffam R/T onto 
 

A1065 into Town Centre. 
 

In Town Centre take left fork at mini R/A to 

T Junction. 

T/L signed (A47) King’s Lynn. 
 

Join A47 and after 1 mile find Hollywood Legends on 

Left just before R/A. 
 

Enjoy your B’fast, you’ll deserve it after this twisty 60 miles! 
 

Check all routes with your Road Map (and/or see the route on a map by 

following the links in the Calendar on the SAM website, or the SAM Forum) 

before setting out, then maybe no one will get lost.  Even better, take the route 

and a road map with you.  In the event of unsuitable weather please contact the 

Ride Coordinator to find out if the planned ride is going ahead. 
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Social Rides 
 

Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the 

vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group 

activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist cannot and 

do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to 

vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the 

Group.  Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own 

risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person 

or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road 

tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable). 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committees 

guidelines as follows: 

You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route 

 

�If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

�Be responsible for your own safety 

�Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

�Have a FULL tank of fuel 

�No more than 5 in a group 
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Oradour 2009 
 

Overnight Stop - Day 1 
 
When Keith and Ray announced a forthcoming trip to Oradour Sur Glane at a 

SAM Group night, I signed up straight away.  Not having driven or ridden 

anywhere in Europe, it was an ideal opportunity to enhance riding skills whilst 

having a fantastic experience. If you haven’t been on a SAM continental trip, 

it’s a must!  If you’re not sure, definitely do read on! 

 
Overnight Stop in Dover - Thursday April 30th 

In the process of booking the Bleriot guest-house, http://www.bleriots.net/, I 

not only found out the owner was a keen biker, it transpired Tony Argent 

(Honda Deauville 650), David Wood (Yamaha Diversion XJ900) and Bill 

Dunham (Kawsaki GTR1000) all had the same idea to break the journey the 

following day.  It’s an excellent B&B by the way!  On the day, I met David 

shortly after finishing work and we set off from Ipswich around 6:30pm 

arriving in Dover just over two hours later.   When we arrived at the Bleriot it 

took some extra time to manoeuvre bikes into a suitable parking slot, due to the 

amount of slope in the driveway!  Tony and David were already checking their 

bikes over in the fading light.  They’d just returned from the local pub and 

gladly handed out directions!  After a short walk into town and an excellent 

meal at the Allotment restaurant, http://www.theallotmentdover.co.uk/, (also 

recommended), it was time to turn in for the night.   

 
Day 1 - Dover to Brezolles - Friday 1

st
 May 

After breakfast, we set off in a ragged 2+2 formation for the Sea France ferry 

terminal.  Having refuelled at the local petrol station, the first obstacle was 

passport control, no problem!  The second check in, interesting!  I remember 

following David Wood through and handing the paperwork over to the Sea 

France official.  After several forlorn attempts attempting entering the booking 

reference, he turned to me with a puzzled look on his face...  He’d been trying 

to enter Keith’s mobile as the booking number!  Once resolved, I was directed 

to the motorcycle “check in lane” and joined the end of the queue of bikers 

with the SAM contingent forming the front (keen to make progress) and 

another group of bikers in front of me. 
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After half an hour 

chatting between 

the various groups, 

we were called to 

board.  Motorcycles 

formed into a single 

file up the ramp 

onto the ferry.  Each 

rider was directed 

ahead, left or right 

to designated 

parking bays by the 

crew.  On the Sea 

France ferries, the 

motorcycle parking 

bays comprise three 

narrow channels at 

deck level with 

raised platforms either side accommodating up to three bikes.  By the time 

Dave Angless and Lynda Skelton’s Harley Davidson cruisers (Dynaglide and 

Electraglide) were secured, I was directed in next to them.  I wheeled the bike 

in.  Big mistake!  The crew were gesticulating wildly and speaking to me in 

rapid French “Asseyez-Vous, Asseyez-Vous!!” (sit down). They simply 

wanted me to wheel the bike into the channel whilst sitting on it.  This 

compressed the suspension springs sufficiently to allow the bike to be properly 

secured with ratchet straps attached to the pillion foot-pegs. A sharp tug to the 

right and a sharp tug to the left concluded with a nod and dialogue on the lines 

“C’est fini?”, “Oui”. (done).   I dismounted, secured the valuables and 

documents, then joined the group upstairs in the restaurant.  We were truly off 

on an adventure! 

 

Setting off from Dover, the atmosphere was relaxed, people were obviously 

really looking forward to the trip, the sun was shining into the restaurant deck, 

it was too hot to wear motorcycle gear so it was strewn over the seats, plenty of 

room, ferry only about 1/3 occupied, visibility excellent, a ferry in front of us 

was pointing the way to France, and the crossing silky smooth.  Cap Griz Nez 

on the French coast was visible shortly after leaving Dover port.  A few found 

time for breakfast or was it a top up, some others chose to relax and snooze.  

After an hour and a half, the ferry finally docked in Calais and we returned to 

the car deck.  We were off! 

 

 
 

SAM group re-forming 
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Having disembarked, I pulled into a lay by where the SAM group had been 

briefed to re-assemble.  Keith & Maureen Gilbert (BMW 1200 GS) and Ray & 

Shirley Spreadbury (BMW 1150 GS) formed the riders into two groups which 

they each led.  Another group of more experienced continental tourers 

including Carl and Sara Hale (KTM 990 Adventure) and Chris and Susan 

Smith (Triumph Tiger 1050) travelled separately.   

 

Having been allocated to Keith’s group, he called me over.  “No disrespect, but 

you are probably the least experienced rider in my group.  Most of today’s ride 

is on the Autoroute.  I would like you to ride behind me at the front of the pack.  

Stick closely behind whilst keeping an eye on the rider behind you.  If you 

notice they are dropping back, slow down to keep them in your sights.  I will 

then know to slow down.  The riders behind you will be doing the same.  I will 

be relying on your headlight and can’t keep an eye on absolutely everyone in 

the group”. 

 

Setting off behind Keith and Maureen, any reservations or concerns I had about 

riding in France quickly dissipated.  For starters, there is a lot less traffic on the 

French roads, and the standard of driving is generally higher than the UK. 

Whilst there are exceptions, French drivers do tend to pull in once they have 

overtaken on Autoroutes.  Contrast that with lane hoggers you regularly see on 

the A12.  If you hold up drivers keen to overtake, they will let you know in no 

uncertain terms by riding close to your tail light.  It pays to avoid these 

situations and get out of the way as soon as it is safe to do so to let them past.  

On the Autoroute, speed limits are 130kmh and 110kmh and unlike the UK, 

exits are marked with ever decreasing speed limits. Also, at the larger service 

stations, you’ll usually find a sponge and soapy water right by the pump to 

wipe the bugs off the windscreen as well as your visor!  This came in very 

handy that day when squadrons of yellow flies regularly dive-bombed our 

bikes.   It was also an opportunity to sample local drink and sandwiches / rolls,  

not too different to what we get over here.  Debit/credit card payments worked 

in English whilst speaking to the staff in French! 

 

Following Keith and Maureen (BMW GS1200) on my Suzuki Vstrom 650, we 

took the A16 Autoroute South West from Calais through Boulogne, then onto 

Abbeville.  Just after Abbeville, we stopped at the toll barrier to collect tickets 

then continued another 40 miles or so to the toll payment barrier. Keith and 

Maureen had already gone through and were waiting in a lay by around 100 

yards to the right hand side after the barrier.  I put the ticket into the machine 

then my Visa card.  Bugger, it wasn’t accepted!  I first wondered whether it 

was my toll ticket.  As more riders arrived behind me, we each tried our cards 
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and found none of them worked.  The growing queue of riders soon drew the 

attention of an attendant who came over to see what the fuss was about.  By 

then Maureen had walked over leaving Keith with the bike in the lay by.  The 

attendant said a few choice words in French with a rough translation “Oh la 

la”, opened the machine up, pressed a few magic buttons, gave us a gallic 

shrug, closed the machine up, and as if by magic, debit / credit cards started 

working!  Whilst all these shenanigans were going on I was expecting hordes 

of angry drivers behind.  Nothing of the sort, they simply pulled into adjacent 

lanes and carried on through. The group continued on the A28 towards Rouen 

without further incident. 

 

At that point Keith surprised everyone by turning off the Autoroute and taking 

us through the outskirts of the city.  Was this part of his initiation we’d joked 

about on the boat?!  Maureen had the map spread over his back and was 

directing him - straight on, left, right, left round a roundabout (the wrong way).  

No problem, we simply tightened the formation and stuck together among the 

traffic, occasional mad driver, traffic lights, junctions and flyovers, a real 

professional job!  Would this hold for the rest of the trip though, please read 

on! 

 

We survived Rouen with the group intact continuing on the A13, then headed 

South on the N154.  Just after Evreux we left the Autoroute travelling on 

country roads finally arriving at Brezolles, to the West of Paris around 4pm.  

Total riding distance was a little short of 200 miles from Calais.  Having found 

what we thought was the only Hotel in town, we were initially put off by the 

frontage.  “Hey, this place looks derelict!  Is this really the right town?!  

Should we ride on and book somewhere else?”  At that very moment, Ray 

stepped out of the derelict frontage proudly holding a pint  of Kronenbourg 

asking “what kept you?!” and directed us around the side of the hotel which 

looked quite respectable.  Bikes parked, we checked in and headed to the bar… 

 

The drinks and banter started.  Keith claimed as opposed to Ray’s team, his 

group had received a proper initiation and stuck together with some really good 

riding skills being shown on a varied route including some relatively 

inexperienced continental tourers!  Ray boasted he’d simply followed his GPS 

and his group never had to leave the Autoroute…  and his riders were much 

better because they’d got there first!  This quickly degenerated into one hell of 

a wind up.  For one thing, Kronenbourg and other stuff sure tastes a fair bit 

stronger in France!! The most important French word that evening and the 

whole trip was “Presson!” which means “another round please!”  The lady 

serving behind the bar clearly had a full job on serving a group at the same 
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time as people in.  There was confusion as to who had checked in, who hadn’t, 

and which riders were sharing a room!  This was going to be an interesting 

night! 

 

By then most of us had completely forgotten our original menu choices when 

called to the restaurant. Bottles of wine, bread and nibbles suddenly appeared. 

Ray had to explain with the gradually increasing levels of intoxication and 

volume levels “no, that’s not the starters you ordered, that’s to follow!”  The 

effect was to add to the disarray, some being by then so obviously hungry they 

were prepared to accept whatever came out of the kitchen!  Once food was on 

the table, Keith and Maureen brought things gradually back under control with 

people’s original menu choices (starters, mains and deserts) although some 

creativity or should I say resistance was clearly being displayed from some 

quarters!  Order was finally restored before heading to bed.   I turned in fairly 

late in the evening having put the world to rights with a small group including 

Andrew Foulger (Triumph ST1050 Sprint) and Paul and Deirdre Siddaway 

(Bandit 1250 and Kawaski ER6F).  It had been a great day! 

 

Neil Morley       Day 2 follows next month... 

 
 

Bikes parked at Hotel le Relais de Brezolles 
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AUTOFIT  (Ipswich) Ltd 

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES 

OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG 

DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD 

WITH ADRIAN 

“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE” 

KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE… 

Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd 

8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE 

Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966 
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Our Venue 
 

Group Nights start at 7:30 pm on the third Tuesday of every month at 

The Valley Restaurant, Fynn Valley Golf Club, Witnesham.  IP6 9JA 
 

All facilities, including bar and restaurant are available from 6pm. 

Map courtesy of    www.openstreetmap.org 

Creative Commons Licence 
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Observer Associate Charter 
 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Charter is to make clear the definition of what is expected 

in Observer / Associate relationship. 
 

The Observers 

Have made the effort to train, not only for the IAM test but have taken part in 

extensive Observer training to become Observers for the group. They are a 

valuable asset to the group and give of their time freely, except for a small 

contribution from the associates for their expenses. Observers attend regular 

refresher training sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and 

Riding Dexterity days. 
 

The Associates 

• Are expected to have an equal commitment with the goal being the IAM 

test. 

• Are to be available for regular observed rides ideally every two weeks 

with at least 100 practice miles being covered in that period. Continuity 

cannot be maintained with regular gaps of three weeks or more or no 

miles between observed rides. 

• Must agree the dates of the next runs at the debriefing and must practice 

any improvement recommendations between the runs. 

• Will where possible attend a riding Dexterity Day to improve their slow 

speed manoeuvres and control. 

• Must make an effort to study the theory by reading Pass your Advanced 

Motorcycle Test and the Highway Code plus attend club Theory Nights 

when possible. 

• Cancellation of a planned run due to poor weather conditions will be at 

the discretion of the Observer. If after a period of one month, an Observer 

has not heard from the Associate it will be assumed that interest has been 

lost and the Associate will be placed back at the bottom of the waiting 

list. 

• When the Observer feels the associate is riding consistently at the test 

standard a Cross check will be arranged with a Senior Observer. 

• The Observer will give as much help and encouragement as possible but 

the onus is on the associate to endeavour. 
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Events Diary 
 

Tuesday 15th September Group Night – Sam Bishop, KTM RCA Cup 

 2008 Pirelli Super Stock Champion 

 Fynn Valley Golf Club  7:30 pm 
 

Thursday 17th September Roadcraft Theory Night 

 Observation and Positioning 

 Fynn Valley Golf Club  7:30 pm 
 

SATURDAY 3rd October Breakfast Run – Hollywood Legends 

 Swaffham, Norfolk  PE37 7PZ 
 

Sunday 10th October Motorcycle Dexterity & Control  9:00 am 

 Sidegate Primary School, Ipswich  IP4 4JD 
 

Tuesday 20th October Group Night – Paul Davey of 

 Davey Brother Motorcycles 

 Fynn Valley Golf Club  7:30 pm 
 

Membership Fees for 2009 
 

Full Member £20.00 

Associate £139 - Skills for Life 

Includes the current issue of “Pass your Advanced Motorcycle Test” and your 

IAM Test fee for new members 

Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00 
 

Friend of the Group £6.00 

For friend or colleague of a group member.  The Newsletter is not included in 

this price 
 

Joint Full Members £23.00 

Membership entitles you to 1 Newsletter per couple and to attend monthly 

Group meetings which will encompass both riding and safety techniques, 

speaker on interesting and varied subject, Group rides at weekends and 

evenings and the fellowship of like-minded people. 

Please support us by renewing and helping the Group to flourish in the cause of 

safer motorcycling.
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