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Disclaimer 
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 
They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Next Issue 
Closing date for copy – Friday after club night.  Send via e-mail or on a USB 
memory stick (which will be returned) or even hand-written, not a problem.  

The Editor reserves the right to edit, amend or omit as he feels fit. 
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WEBSITE ADDRESS 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 

 

All Official Correspondence to: David Rudland, 36 Sherborne Avenue, 
Ipswich, IP4 3DR 

 

Chairman’s Chat 
 

Dear Reader, 
 

Welcome to the September issue of our SAM magazine. I 
hope you’ve managed to get some motorcycling miles 
under your belt over the past few weeks as the weather has 
improved and this is about as good as it gets. David and I 
have enjoyed some lovely trips out locally and as this 
magazine is circulated we’ll be counting down the days to 
the Normandy trip.  
 

Every time we return from France I vow to brush up on 
my conversational French. Well, I’ve finally done something about it and just 
between you and me I think my Normandy trip buddies are going to be 
impressed. Having sort the expertise of Michel Thomas, I have mastered a very 
sexy “Will you come eat with me this evening?” and as an alternative, for those 
occasions when an invitation to eat is not appropriate, I have an intellectual 
“What is your impression of the political and economic situation in France at 
the moment? All this and I’m only 2 CD’s in to a course of 8, Vive Michel 
Thomas, Vive la France! 
 

Apologies to those who have heard the following story but I feel it is worthy of 
sharing with a wider audience. David doesn’t like me sharing too many tales 
from the Rudland household but as he stars as the hero in this particular 
episode it’s likely to make it to print. 
 

To set the scene, it’s the bank holiday weekend and we’ve invited our children 
and grandchildren round for a barbeque. Everything was going particularly 
well, the coals had done their job perfectly without resorting to the usual 
selection of flammable substances from the garage and the dog had not 
disrupted the children’s games as feared because she was totally engrossed in 
hoovering up any morsels of food as they touched the ground. All was well 
with the world until I struggled to swallow a piece of bread stick. Not wishing 
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to cough and splutter in front of our guests I decided to remove myself from 
the crowd. As I passed David I caught his eye and he followed me into the 
kitchen. Now David, who usually reads signals very well, says he only 
followed me because he thought I had a ‘twinkle’ in my eye. What on earth he 
thought I was up to midway through a family barbeque heaven only knows but 
fortunately he followed me. By this time I was struggling to draw breathe and 
despite David’s questioning I could not say what was wrong. Fortunately, as I 
began to turn blue, David switched into overdrive and all the medical 
knowledge he has gleaned from Holby City and Casualty came into play as he 
performed, what he later so proudly described as, the Hein Gericke manoeuvre. 
Some of you may of course be more familiar with the terms Abdominal Thrust 
or even the Heimlich manoeuvre but believe me, when push comes to thrust,  I 
will be eternally grateful for  David’s  Hein Gericke manoeuvre as it 
successfully dislodged the blockage in my airway. As I type I’m nurturing 
some very sore ribs and it’s agony to laugh because on Holby City they never 
clenched their fist so David’s technique left a lot to be desired but at least I 
survived to tell the tale, Vive David aussi! 
 

Moving swiftly on, I hope you’ll indulge me in looking to the future and 
therefore mentioning Christmas. Due to popular demand and contrary to 
previous magazines there will be a SAM Christmas ‘Do’.  Please make a note 
in your diaries, Tuesday December 11th, that’s a week earlier than the usual 
group meeting, we are planning a 3 course Christmas meal for £15.95 but we 
won’t be having a disco as that seems to have put people off in the past. It’s a 
ticket only event with tickets being available at group night from now on or by 
contacting John Sillett, as always guests are very welcome. I know Christmas 
seems a long way off but these things have to be planned. It was a marvellous 
atmosphere at our recent SAM barbeque so I have high hopes for the Christmas 
meeting, I do hope you’ll be able to join us. 
 

With my very best wishes,       Beverley   
 
 
 

Senior Observer 
Congratulations to  

 

Stuart Young  
 

Who has undergone training and passed his Senior Observer test 
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New Associate Members  
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Chris Barnard   Geoffrey Cadman   Stephen Wood 
Shaun Larkins   Matthew Brown 

 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 
he will put your name in the next issue 

 
 
 

IAM Test Passes 
This month four members have passed their Advanced test. 

Congratulations to: 
 

Mike Strudwick  his Observer was   Dave Schofield 
Phil Acton   his Observer was   Bob McGeady 
James Wimberley his Observers was   Paul Spalding 
Mark Hardy   his Observers was   Stuart Young 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let  
Derek Barker or Susan Smith know. 

 
 
 

 

Membership Fees for 2012 
 

Full Member £20.00   Joint Full Members £23.00 
 

Associate £139 - Skill for Life.  
 

Includes the current issue of “How to be a Better Rider” and your IAM Test fee 
for new members. 
 

Expenses to Observer for observed rides is £10.00 
 

Any queries please email 

Linda Barker at linda.barker@btinternet.com 
Judy Chittock at judy.chittock@btinternet.com 
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Our webmaster trying out a real bike ☺ 
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Copdock Bike Show

Sunday 30
 
As you may be aware, for the last fe
motorcycle parking at the Copdock Bike Show for which SAM has 

generous donations totalling 

Motorcycle Club. These donations have been 
For Life program, which in turn is h
safer on the road. 
 
We could do with a few more helpers this year so if you would be willing to
help on the day please contact:
 
David Rudland on 01473 401362 or email 
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Copdock Bike Show
Motorcycle Parking 
Helpers needed 

 

Sunday 30
th 
September 

As you may be aware, for the last few years SAM has been organising 
motorcycle parking at the Copdock Bike Show for which SAM has 

totalling (￡4750.00 to date ) from the Copdock 
Motorcycle Club. These donations have been used to promote the IAM’s Skill
For Life program, which in turn is helping to make Suffolk’s motorcyclists 

We could do with a few more helpers this year so if you would be willing to
help on the day please contact: 

David Rudland on 01473 401362 or email rudland_d@hotmail.com
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Copdock Bike Show 

w years SAM has been organising 
motorcycle parking at the Copdock Bike Show for which SAM has received 

from the Copdock Classic 

used to promote the IAM’s Skill 
elping to make Suffolk’s motorcyclists 

We could do with a few more helpers this year so if you would be willing to 

d_d@hotmail.com 
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The Chairman and 
committee of the 
Suffolk Advanced 
Motorcyclist 
cordially invite all 
members and 
guests to the 
Christmas party 

Book now to save 
disappointment 
 
3 course meal  
£ 15.95 pp 
 
Tickets available  
from  
John Sillett 
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
(AND NOT TOO FAR TO GO) 

 

Looking for a short break across the Channel with a budget?  Well, miss July 
and August as too busy and too hot. 
 

Search the Channel ferries for a good deal before booking anything else.  Last 
October we got a long weekend 4 day return for £22.50, bike and rider return, 
P & O Dover-Calais. 
 

Your destination – Buzancy, a small town approximately 200 miles from 
Calais, depending on your route, situated in the Champagne/Ardennes Region. 
 

Our route took us as far as Cambria on the A26, then D960 Guise, D946 Marle-
Montcornet-Rethel-Vouziers, D946-D947 Buzancy, all nice motorcycling 
roads. 
 

Why Buzancy?  Having passed this way before and never stopped to explore 
the region we are now taking our time to slow down and see what we missed 
previously. 

 

22 km north of Buzancy is the town of Sedan, with the largest castle in Europe 
from the middle ages, overlooking the River Meuse. 
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22 km south is Stenay, home to Musee de-la-l-Biere – supposedly the only beer 
museum of its kind in Europe.  www.musee-de-la-biere.com.  Shop and bar on 
site, try the Stenay 55 brew. 

 

For those with an interest in 2nd World War history the Ardennes is abound with 
battle sites, memorials and war graves. 

 

A lesser known battle was The Battle of Stonne, a tank battle 15th to 18th May,  
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leading onto the Battle of Tannay, Oches and Summauthe where the o rder to 
withdraw was given on the 11th June.  Stonne became known as the Tank 
Cemetery.  There is a signposted tour of 50 kms around Stonne with all the 
interesting information in English at the various sites and monuments.  
 

Not interested in 2nd World War history then take in visits to Abbé d'Orval 
where the Belgium Orval beer comes from. 
 

The small walled town of Mouzon or the towns of Verdun and Charleville-
Mezieres are worth visiting. 
 

If you don't enjoy these minor 'D' road of France give up motorcycling.  Go on, 
get off the beaten track.  It has taken us nearly 30 years of touring Europe to 
realise what is virtually on our doorstep. 

 

By heading for Buzancy as a central point there is a small hotel “Hotel Du 
Saumon”, double rooms 50-65 Euros, also a campsite 1500 meters from the 
village centre where you have a small supermarket, bakers and bar “Camping 
la Samaritane”, info@campinglasamaritane.com.  You can have a four night 
break here giving three full days to explore and enjoy the road and scenery. 
 

Michelin Regional Map 515 Champagne-Ardene is all you need, along with a 
motorcycle and a sense of adventure. 
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Enjoy  
 

Keith Gilbert 
 

“The SAM Observer” Cover Photo
Calling all of SAM’s photographers out there. 
SAM Observer’ cover, which I am sure you 

So if you have a cracking shot that ha
motorcycles in it, is all your own work,
would look good on the cover, I’d be very pleased to 
 

There is now a special topic on the SAM 
Forum where you can show small copies 
of potential magazine cover photos for all 

to see. (Just look in the Members Only section) Full 
instructions and requirements are listed there. I can’t promise 
to use all, some, or any of the photos posted, but you may get 
a call from me asking for the original file from your camera.

http://www.suffolk-advanced
 

Mike Roberts – SAM Website Administrator  
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“The SAM Observer” Cover Photo
of SAM’s photographers out there. Photos are required for ‘The 

SAM Observer’ cover, which I am sure you must have spotted is in full colour.

So if you have a cracking shot that ha
motorcycles in it, is all your own work,
would look good on the cover, I’d be very pleased to 

There is now a special topic on the SAM 
Forum where you can show small copies 
of potential magazine cover photos for all 

to see. (Just look in the Members Only section) Full 
nstructions and requirements are listed there. I can’t promise 
to use all, some, or any of the photos posted, but you may get 
a call from me asking for the original file from your camera. 

advanced-motorcyclists.com/magcovers

SAM Website Administrator   
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“The SAM Observer” Cover Photo 
Photos are required for ‘The 
have spotted is in full colour. 

So if you have a cracking shot that has one or more 
motorcycles in it, is all your own work, and you think it 
would look good on the cover, I’d be very pleased to see it. 

There is now a special topic on the SAM 
Forum where you can show small copies 
of potential magazine cover photos for all 

to see. (Just look in the Members Only section) Full 
nstructions and requirements are listed there. I can’t promise 
to use all, some, or any of the photos posted, but you may get 

 

motorcyclists.com/magcovers  
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Folding Keyboard 
 
When I tell people my job is a pianist and I travel to my venues by motorbike, 
they joke that they don’t suppose I take my piano on the bike.  So when I tell 
them I do, they are pretty surprised!   
 

Although strictly not a motorcycling subject, it is tied up with the majority of 
my own motorcycling, so I thought it might be of interest if I was to describe 
how I came to sort this out.   
 

It was my son's fault.  He is a full-time musician too (sax player), and 
motorcyclist, and we used to work together quite a lot.  He would turn up with 
his sax on his motorbike, and (because of the amount of gear I had to take) I 
turned up in a car.   I was very envious, but there was nothing I could do.  But 
in the last 6 or 7 years I have been able to carry less equipment - just a digital 
piano set-up, using a master keyboard, sound generator module and amp - ie 
not an actual (acoustic) piano in case you were wondering! 
 

Even so it was a challenge to work out how I could carry a keyboard on the 
bike.  It was too long to be carried across the pillion, like aeroplane wings, and 
it was impossible to make it secure if I leant it from the pillion seat onto the top 
box.  Also the top end stood so far up in the air windage would be a problem.  I 
gave up the idea. 
 

Then I had the thought that someone might have invented  a folding keyboard, 
or one that slots shorter lengths together, and so I searched online.  But the 
nearest I found was a registered design in the USA, but which hadn’t gone into 
production. 
 

Then I had my Big Idea.  I know the insides of keyboards - I’m able to do quite 
a few repairs myself if something goes wrong - so, would I be able to saw 
through one of my master keyboards and hinge the two parts together again, or 
would there be electrical problems? 
 

After much looking at the insides, and pondering on how to avoid sawing 
through some essential circuit boards, I decided I could rearrange whole blocks 
of casing and cut new holes for the power and other cables.  I bought a very 
fine-toothed saw, and so, with my heart in my mouth, I started cutting through 
the casing, then the key bed (which holds the keys in place), and on until I had 
two keyboards!  I then purchased a large-flanged hinge to hinge the two halves 
together, and reassembled everything. 
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But then it was test time!  I held my breath as I turned it on and played - it 
worked! 
 

In fact I have been using it for 5 years now - including in concerts.  I carry it in 
a water proof bag, using bungees to tie it to the pillion seat, together with my 
small but powerful amp and other gear in the top box, along with and sheet 
music and 'performing' clothes in the panniers.  I am the envy of the 
motorcycling pianists world!  Yes, there are quite a few it seems. 
 

Photo 1 shows the keyboard set up to play.  The cuts I made in the casing can 
be seen where there are white lines which are the laminates I inserted to take 
up the spaces created by the saw.  You can also just see a tension clip which 
holds the two halves together under tension.   

 
Photo 2 shows the inside at the hinged point, and  
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Photo 3 shows the folded keyboard.  

 
Photo 4 shows the bike loaded up. 

 

Andrew Sterling  
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the 
vehicle at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group 
activities and that the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot 
and do not accept any liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage 
to vehicle occurring in the course of any rally or other event organised by the 
Group.  Any member attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own 
risk and must maintain their own insurance to cover any said injury to person 
or damage to vehicle and must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road 
tax, insurance and MOT certificate (if applicable). 
Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 
guidelines as follows: 
You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map / the route 
 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 
 Be responsible for your own safety 
 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 
 Have a FULL tank of fuel 
 No more than 5 in a group. 

AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT AUTOFIT     (Ipswich) Ltd 

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRESFOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE TYRES    

OUT FOR A SCRATCH OR A LONG 

DISTANCE TOUR HAVE A WORD 

WITH ADRIAN 

“GOOD ADVICE FOR SURE” 

KEEN PRICES, HELPFUL ADVICE… 

Autofit (Ipswich) Ltd 

8-10 Britannia Rd., IPSWICH, IP4 4PE 

Tel: 01473 723325 Fax: 01473 274966 
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NEW SATURDAY CHIP RUNS 
22ND SEPTEMBER 2012 

The Pier 
Southwold 

Tel: 01502 722105 
 

Meet at Beacon Hills Services (Junction of A14 / A140) 
 

At 15:00 for a 15:15 departure  
 

Ride Co-ordinator: Nigel Chittock 
 

Leave the services and head North on the A140  
 

Turn right onto the B1078 to Coddenham 
 

Continue on B1078  
 

At T junction, turn right onto B1078/B1079 
 

Turn left back onto B1078 Continue on B1078, crossing the A12, to 
Tunstall  
 

In Tunstall Turn left onto B1069 through Snape  
 

At T junction Turn right onto A1094 to Aldeburgh  
 

Turn left onto B1069 to Leiston 
 

Continue through Leiston onto B1122 through Theberton  
 

Turn right onto B1125 Westleton / Blythburgh  
At Blythburgh continue North onto the A12  
Turn right onto A1095 to Southwold  
 

At mini Roundabout turn left, chips are on Right Hand side of pier.  
 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 
changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 
cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, 
so you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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OCTOBER BREAKFAST RUN 
SUNDAY 7TH OCTOBER 

STREET CAFÉ, 
ELY  

CB7 4LB 
01353 654130 

 

Ride Coordinator - Nicky Clouter 01473 252453 
 

Tesco’s Stowmarket 08:45 for 09:00am start. 
 

Leave car park Turn Right through estate, at 5th Roundabout take 
2
nd exit 

 

At next Roundabout take 1st exit, Turn Right in to Creeting Road,  
 

Turn Right at T junction then Left at mini-Roundabout on to B1113 
 

After approx 8.5 miles Turn Left on to Walsham Road 
 

Continue for approx 7 miles, at Roundabout Turn Left on to A143 
 

After approx 4 miles Turn Right on to B1106 continue for 4 miles 
 

At Roundabout, Turn Right on to A1101 
 

At Junction with A11 take 2nd exit (Mildenhall) 
 

Continue in to Midenhall take left turn on to B1102 (signed 
Fordham) 
 

Pass through Worlington, Freckenham and into Fordham 
 

At T junction (mini-Roundabout) Turn Right on to A421 Ely 
 

After 1 mile at Roundabout take 4th exit A142 Ely 
 

Continue on A142 following signs to Ely. 
 

Head in to town via Station Rd, Back Hill, Silver Street, St Marys 
street and into High Street. 
 

The café is in the High Street. 
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Being an Observer  
with SAM 

 

Group Observers are a valuable asset to the club and give of their time freely, 
in the interests of improving Motorcycle Road Safety.  
 

A number of you have expressed an interest to myself and various other Senior 
Observers about becoming a Group Observer. Before you grab the phone and 
call, let me give you some of the facts.  
 

Being an Observer for SAM requires the following qualities, you need to be; 
 

 Committed to improving the standard of riding for both yourself and 
others 

 

 Have very good communication skills.  
 

 Have a good knowledge of Roadcraft and be able to explain the concepts 
of it to people from all backgrounds. 

 

 Be riding at least the standard of the IAM test.  
 

 Be a fully paid up member of the IAM.  
 

 Have loads of patience. 
 

 Be able to give freely of your time to attend regular refresher training 
sessions with Senior Observers, support theory nights and Riding 
Dexterity days. 

 

So the training process 
 

After an initial assessment of your riding , you will need to commit to 
attending three evening classroom training sessions of around 2 hours each, 
one to include an exam on the highway code and Roadcraft, (between 
November and January). Pass 9 Scenarios in three on road sessions with a 
Senior Observer, and finally an Observer test. 
 

If I have not put you off by now and you are now even keener give me a call on 
01473 327555. 
 

Regards  
 

Derek Barker       SAM Chief Observer. 
 



The SAM Observer September 2012         www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 23 

MADE IN ITALY 
 

Combined visit by S.A.M. and Suffolk RoSPA to John Fallon's Showroom 23rd 
July. 
 

This was a well-attended evening to Made in Italy.  As the name suggests, 
Italian motorcycles. 
 

I think to those who came along it was somewhat of a surprise to see such a 
varying range of Italian motorcycles from pre-war Guzzi's right up to a Vyrus, 
all displayed in well laid out showrooms.  John was on hand making coffees 
and answering questions while Neil was quite happy to let us wander around 
the workshop where various restoration projects were in hand. 
 

If you weren’t able to attend look up look up 
http://www.madeinitalymotorcycles.com and get over to Stowmarket for a 
visit. 
 

Keith Gilbert 
See pictures on Page 2 
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Pictures from France By David Wood 
Millau bridge, France with Paul Siddaway's 850 Tiger  

My Pan at Estaing, on river Lot, France. Must keep dominance of Pans! 
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A visit to Hood Jeans -
Motorcycle Jeans and 

Protection. 
 

I took up the offer by Hood Jeans to visit them and review the current situation 
of so called “armoured jeans” on the 25th July 2012. 
 

Chris and Julie, the owners of the company, were very open and supportive, of 
competitors and the efforts to raise awareness about the strengths and of this 
type of product compared to traditional use of leather and textile. Chris's 
background is in material design and is firmly based on Jeans construction and 
specifications.  
 

Hood started off manufacturing jeans and designing clothing for Motocross but 
a market for mainstream motorcycling was also identified. This however 
required a different approach to safety from Motocross in that road abrasion 
was a major factor rather than just impact protection and image. 
 

The development of Cordura provided the initial impetus for the design of 
casual looking, but safety based, jean design. It has evolved from the use of 
heavy double-layered denim pioneered by Shoshoni Jeans in the early 1990s to 
the current construction based on Kevlar in woven and knitted form supported 
by lightweight D30 armour. This is all contained in denim and 
indistinguishable from a traditional jean.  
 

Materials and construction 

Cordura is marketed by DuPont  as strong as steel and 5x lighter. It is not heat 
resistant and has a low melting point so the high temperature generated when 
sliding down the road melts it and requires a backing material to prevent it 
melting into the skin but it is much cheaper compared to Kevlar 
  

Hood initially made the material into a jean style however it both sounded and 
looked like a waterproof material. The jeans were hot to wear, although they 
gave effective protection. They then used it as a backing to denim, with a 
airflow fabric behind it to prevent it melting into wounds, to obtain the 
traditional jean's look  
 

The next stage of development by Hood was the use of Kevlar. Kevlar is ten 
times more expensive than Cordura but it is fire resistant and extensively used 
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by armed forces for bullet protection etc. It comes in close or light woven and 
jersey knitted form in various weight/thickness.  Woven and jersey knits have 
very similar abrasion performance and the density of weave or knit is equally 
important. Hood are still using their military contacts to keep up-to-date with 
the latest materials available and continue to experiment with possible 
applications. 
 

Satra tests on denim gives abrasion resistance of around 0.16 seconds, with 
Cordura it is 0.71 seconds, quality single layer woven Kevlar 3.17 to 3.5 
seconds and light woven backed by jersey knitted not less than 8 seconds. For 
comparison leather jeans comes in at 4.74 seconds. Hood have not had any 
instances of single close woven Kevlar failing and dual layering is probably 
over protection, but an insurance many will consider worth having. The option 
to include armour in the jeans for protection of joints is worthwhile and the use 
of D30 armour, which is light, flexible and a good impact absorber 
complements the use of Kevlar in jean construction. The protection provided, 
despite appearances, is better than that of traditional motorcycle textile 
trousers!  
 

Hood have established that the best abrasion resistance is achieved by 
combining a light weave Kevlar with a close knitted Kevlar, reason is unknown 
but it maybe due to an air cushion formed by placing the two materials 
together. This is a more expensive product due to the amounts of Kevlar 
required, the weight is also greater but not really noticeable when worn and is 
still lighter than most textile trousers. It is warmer though, which may be 
important if used in hot counties. Realistically the extra protection is probably 
not required as a single layer Kevlar Hood jean has never yet failed in real life 
accidents but it is nice to have. The jeans are so well constructed they will 
probably last longer than your waist measurement, so go for the full safety 
features of fully Kevlar lined jeans with D30 armour rather than the lower cost 
of Kevlar in normal impact areas only. The cost is roughly double but over the 
life of the jean, it is insignificant and as the jeans won’t stretch it gives an 
incentive to keep waist size from growing.  
 

Hood jeans are constructed using the more expensive method of chain stitching 
Kevlar thread, supported by overlocking stitching and using flat head rivets to 
avoid scratching paintwork. Their range includes both fully woven  Kevlar 
lined  jeans with added knitted Kevlar in key impact areas which are warmer 
than their other range of Kevlar applied only to key areas but which is better 
suited to hot conditions.  
 

Link stitching is cheaper, but not as strong, and is used at the bottom end of the 
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market   with much smaller quantities of Cordura (0.71seconds) or light weave 
Kevlar(1.39seconds) applied in probable impact areas only. It really is a case of 
you get what you pay for as the market is getting very competitive and drawing 
in companies who compete on price and not product performance. Jeans 
manufactured by Hood range from an abrasion resistance of 3.0 seconds to the 
top range product's 8.1seconds. 
 

Hood is a local British company and all manufacture is carried out in the UK. 
Their ethos is protection and not lowest price so are at the premium end of the 
market but due to the quality are still able to compete effectively. Attention to 
detail, monitoring development and use of new materials in the Defence and 
Aerospace sectors is a key component in keeping Hood Jeans competitive in 
today's market place and is reflected in their first place ranking in the  product 
comparison review given in the edition 112 of Adventure Motorcyclist 
Magazine. 
 

Sean Myles 
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September’s Editorial 2012 
 

Summer is here. In between the rain. But for 
me its work, get on with as much as I can do 
outside while I can. 
 

Since the last magazine, I haven’t been out on 
the bike much. 22nd I attended the Hints and 
Tips run by Karl Hale, which was good, its 
nice to get advice about my riding style 
 

On the 4th August, Mrs Editor and the 
Editorlits abandon me for a week as they go to the Out-laws for a visit, that 
meant that I could get to the breakfast ride out to Cambridge. Our group had an 
interesting ride, with a few slow riding points thrown in as well…. ☺. After 
that I whizzed up the A14 to Cambridge Services where I met a friend from the 
KGT club, who gave me all the magazines from 1991 to now. Home via my 
parents for tea and chat. Another 150 miles on the poor old girl.  
 

Its funny but reading the old KGT magazines everyone seems to have named 
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there bike… not something that I have ever done myself until it breaks down, 
and they are not printable… So if you have got a current name for your bike 
what is it ? Write in and tell us. After all, the bike is part of the family. 
 

Wednesday evening on my way home from work I had a bright Idea. Which 
led to me on Thursday morning whizzing up the motorway again to take a few 
days off, only chance I’ll get this year. I’m sure there are plenty of nice roads 
in the south but I was limited to time so it was the A143  to Bury, A14, A1, 
A66, M6, M74 to Glasgow, M8 and joined the A82 south of Lock Lomond. 
My holiday had started. Lovely road that takes you through the Glencoe valley. 
To Fort William and across Scotland in the great Glen. Coming over the hill on 
a particular sharp blind corner was a queue of traffic so I wobbled my way to 
the front.  
 

Two Austrian Camper vans had taken off from the last view point and carried 
on North but had forgotten to drive on the left and had ahead on with a car 
coming South, putting the engine in the boot.. So had to wait for an hour while 
the helicopter took the injured away. I had tucked in behind a group of French 
touring on their bikes, one had a Rocket III, with my very poor French and 
their pigeon English had a conversation, they were travelling West to East 
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whereas all their friends had travelled East to West. And for once it wasn’t 
lashing with rain. I finally arrived at 20:00  
 

Hazarded on the road at the moment have greatly increased. the A roads are 
particular bad, one minute the road is flowing nicely then grinds to a halt as 
there is a poor farmer in his tractor blocking the road trying to get the harvest 
in. Or a lorry performing a 20 mile over take… and now another one is tourists, 
driving on the wrong side of the road. Here in Suffolk the problem isn’t too bad 
as its still new and so are concentrating a bit more, it’s when you get in to the 
more popular destinations that you have to be extra careful. Mildenhall and 
Lakenheath where quite a big problem in their day until they banned the 
Americans from overtaking. Then there is the mud that is brought off the fields 
by the tractors, this year it does seem too bad, once they start the sugar beet 
then it can get bad. As the nights draw in our Four legged friends are out earlier 
and November is the rutting season so the last thing that they are thinking 
about is watching out for traffic. 
 

Friday we drove over to Gruinard Bay in the west, Hottest day of the year.( it 
was sitting on the beach, but following weekend was 10° hotter ) BBQ and a 
swim. Saturday, we don’t do anything much as the Sunday we were driving 
back south. So I whizzed off to Cromarty to visit a friend who I missed then to 
Inverness to my Favourite tool shop, Back to the Out-laws. 
 

Sunday I left at 08:00 Mrs Editor was going down the A9 but I thought I would 
go back down the A82 mainly as I 
wanted to take a few pictures for the 
magazine. Which reminds me that we 
need pictures for the Magazine so don’t 
forget to take your camera and snap a 
few pictures in Portrait for the cover 
pictures otherwise we are going to have 
another pictures of a Blue Pan 
European….. 
 
First thing I came across is the memorial 
of John Cobb, who lost is life on the 
waters of Lock Ness trying to break the 
World Water Speed Record on the 26th 
October 1952. He got to 206mph when 
his boat broke up.  
 

After that was Urquhart Castle, which 
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has been on the cover of many shortbread tins, also the main sight where 
Nessie has been sighted the most. Unfortunately it has been closed off so could 
not get the bike near to take a good picture. Managed to get one from the other 
side of the bay. 
 

Back though the Glencoe Valley and a good few pictures, oh one is the 
cover…  

Following the A82 back to Glasgow and back on the motorway and home 
arriving at 21:30 looked at the miles I had travelled, 1,250 miles in 4 days. 
Bum was fine what was causing concern is that my ears where hurting. I use 
the foam earplugs which I have to roll and poke in the ear hole and they 
expand. However, for some reason this trip they were very sore might be the 
fact that I had them in for 12 hours. � 
 

My friend rib me because I have a dinosaur of a motorbike… Kawasourarse 
 

I have a few bags of mixed off cuts, Oak and softwood Firewood, £2 a 15kg 
Idea for starting or BBQ’s. Also bag or a ton bag of larger oak bits £50. Good 
of the roaring open fire.  I can deliver locally. 
 

Thank you to all the members who have contributed to this month’s 
magazine. Don’t forget to send in your articles. 
 

Safe Riding    Felix...    Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 
Tel: 07712649860  

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
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Closing date for copy 
Friday after club night 

 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 
monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 
notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 
send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride 
outs have written, and as you can see it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so 
feel free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will 
have another great magazine to read. 

 

Chairman’s Run to Thursford 
Collection 

 

Some of the pictures for the Chairman’s run to Thursford Collection on the 12th 
August 2012 which are on Page 39. 
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Advertise here 
 

£25 for 
1/8  page 

Annual 
Advertising Rates: 

 

Advertise on the 
SAM website for an 
additional £25. 

Contact: 
 

Felix 07712649860 
 

Sam.editor@btinternet.com 

 

£35 for ¼ page 
£50 for ½ page 

£75 for full page 
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MEMBER INFORMATION  
A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 
website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 

 

CONTACTS 
 

Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 
so you can recognise everyone. 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 
smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 

 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
 

What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 
motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Barker 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 

 

CARING SAM 
 

Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Karl Hale 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 

 

MOTORCYCLE DEXTERITY & CONTROL 
 

Dates and details of our slow riding events.    Contact: Derek Barker 
Sponsored by Southwold Pier 01502 722105 www.southwoldpier.co.uk 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/dext 

 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
 

Save your membership fee, and more, by using these retailers who give a 
discount to SAM members.  Contact: Nigel Chittock 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 

 

ADVERTS 
 

Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 
online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
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SHOPS 
 

T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 
online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 

 

FORUM 
 

All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 
Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum  
 
 

SAM Events for your Diary 
 

September 2012 
 

Saturday15
th
  M/C Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary 

School, Ipswich. 09:00 – 13:00 
 

Tuesday 18
th
  SAM Group Night.  Announcements at 19:30 

followed by guest speaker Kate from Hideout 
Leathers. http://www.hideout-leather.co.uk   

 

Thursday 20
th   Theory Evening. Come along and learn more 

about Roadcraft. 19:30. Cornering 
 

Saturday 22nd September Chip Run, Southwold Pier. 
Southwold. Meet at Beacon Hills Services 
(Junction of A14 / A140) at 15:00 for a 15:15 
departure 

 

October 2012 
 

Saturday 6
th  MX (BULLSHIT AND GEARS) Email me to 

book a place bobmcgeady@btinternet.com  
Go to http://www.mxtryout.co.uk and complete the 
adult booking form. Send the completed form to 
me at 13 Waterloo Avenue Leiston Suffolk IP16 
4HE together with a cheque for £50 payable to G 
MAYES as a deposit. The balance is payable on 
the day 
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Sunday 7
th
  Breakfast Run. Street Café Ely. CB7 4LB. 

Tesco’s Stowmarket, 08:45 for 09:00 start 
 

Tuesday 16
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 

followed by guest speaker Andy Stroulger from the 
Essex FireBike accident reduction initiative. 
http://tinyurl.com/EssexFireBike 

 

Thursday 18
th
  Theory Evening. Come along and learn more 

about Roadcraft. 19:30. Brakes, Gears and 
Acceleration 

 

Saturday 20
th  October Chip Run, Rumbles, Barrow. Meet at 

Tesco’s Stowmarket at 15:00 pm for a 15:15 
departure 

 

Sunday 21
st
  M/C Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary 

School, Ipswich. 09:00 – 13:00 
 

November 2012 
 

Sunday 4
th
  Breakfast Run. The Old Ram, Tivetshall St Mary, 

NR15 2DE. Tesco’s Martlesham Heath 08:45 for 
09:00 start 

 

Saturday 17
th
  M/C Dexterity & Control. Sidegate Primary 

School, Ipswich. 09:00 – 13:00 
 

Tuesday 20
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 

followed by guest speaker Colin from Cam-One 
action cameras. http://www.camonetec.com 

 

Thursday 22
nd
  Theory Evening. Come along and learn more 

about Roadcraft. 19:30. Overtaking 
 

December 2012 
 

Sunday 2
th
  Breakfast Run. TBA 

 

Tuesday 11
th  Christmas Party, See advert on page 10. Book 

now. 
 

Note from Editor 
Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details, and for any 

changes after going to press 
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Other Events that you might 
want to put in your Diary 

 

September 2012 
 

Fri 14
th
 ~ Sun 16

th
  The BMF Tailend show, East of England 

show ground, Peterborough. 
www.thebmfshow.co.uk 

 

Sunday 30
th Copdock Motorcycle Show. Trinity Park 

(aka Suffolk Show Ground) Felixstowe 
Road, Ipswich IP3 8UH. 
http://www.copdock-cmc.co.uk 10.00am – 
4.30pm. Admission £8. Show bikes, stunt 
riders, wall of death, large autojumble.  

 

October 2012 
 

Sunday 14
th The South of England Real Classic Bike 

Show. RH17 6TL. A large indoor motorcycle 
show for pre 1980 machines.  
www.elk-promotions.co.uk  

 

Sat 20
th
 ~ Sun 21

st
  19th Carol Nash Classic Motorcycle 

Mechanics Show. With the emphasis firmly 
on Motorcycles from the 60’s 70’s and 80’s 
Stafford showground. ST18 0BD. 
www.classicbikeshows.com  
 

January 2013 
 

Sat 5
th
 ~Sun 6

th
  The Carol Nash Classic Bike Guide 

Winter Classic. Nottinghamshire. NG24 
2NY. www.classicbikeshows.com  

 

March 2013 
 

Sat 16
th
 Sun 17

th
  Manchester Bike Show. M41 7TB. 

www.manchesterbikeshow.com  
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