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The cover picture was taken by Mike Roberts at the Stowmarket Salvation Army 
Charity Ride in May this year, 

Mike Roberts did the cover picture editing and graphical work. 
 

Write up on page 26 
Michelle Saxby 
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your Committee 

No Calls After 21:00 Please 

Officers 
Chairman    Steve Gocher   01473 430643 
Secretary   Vacant. Contact the Chairman for more details 
Treasurer    Bryan Duncan   07879 654122 

Committee Members 
Vice Chairman   Geoff Scott    07983 939998 
Chief Observer   Karl Hale    01359 241552 
Buddy Co-ordinator   Vicky Smith    01255 830352 
Caring SAM   Brian Ellis    07740 564097 
Charity Co-ordinator  Brian Ellis    07740 564097 
Group Nights   Trevor Read    07525.724002 
Publicity Co-ordinator  Glyn Hill    07986 319163 
Publicity    Colin Will    07721 611816 
Publicity    Dean Harris    07956 339112 
RL & RC Co-ordinator   Dean Harris    07956 339112 
Discount Scheme   David Arbon    01473 902190 
Webmaster    Mike Roberts   01473 718915 
Magazine Editor   Felix Oliver    07712 649860 

Committee Support Members 
Membership Secretary  Linda Barker   01473 327555 
Associate Co-ordinator  Susan Smith    01206 251946 
Admin Support   Sara Hale    01359 241552 

National Observers 
Mike Roberts 01473 718915 David Rudland  01473 401362 
Derek Barker 01473 327555 Richard Toll   01473 401363 
Lee Gage  07732 753623 André Castle  07730 526674 
Paul Spalding 07879 844618  

Observers 
Steve Gocher 01473 430643  Simon Phillips  01473 830671 
Paul Newman 01473 620450 Ruth Acworth  07783 007100 
Tony Chyc  01206 231782 Julian Harvey  01449 770355 
Ross Mckinlay 07986 838028 Paul Ballard   07850 715063 
Tim Murgatroyd 07901 332757 Kevin Brendish  07854 494041 
Craig Evans  07841 037276 Gary Smith   07824 805263 
Geoff Scott  07983 939998  

I.A.M. Examiners 
Kevin Stark  07801600378  Neale McConnell  01986798452 

If you would like to help out on the committee come along to a meeting and see 
what you can do to contribute, after all many hands makes light work 
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Next Issue 
Closing date for copy – Friday after club night.  Send via e-mail or on a USB 
memory stick (which will be returned) or even hand-written, not a problem. The 
Editor reserves the right to edit, amend or omit as he feels fit. 
 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 

SAM is a registered Charity ~ No. 1067800 
All Official Correspondence to:  

 

The Chairman, Steve Gocher 
75 Chatsworth Crescent, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 9BY 
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Chairman's Chat 
 

A very warm welcome to the 
September edition of the SAM 
Observer. 
 

I'm writing this having returned from a 
mini break touring Northern England 
and Southern Scotland, with my 
brother Mark.  We met up just North 
of Hull at the Riverside cafe in 
Beverley.  From there we headed to 
Whitby for the first of 3 night stays in 
YHA hostels; namely the Abbey 
House at Whitby, the former Dewars 
Lane Granary in Berwick-upon-Tweed 
and Wasdale Hall (pictured below) on 
the banks of Wast Water, the deepest 

lake in England situated in the Lake District, Cumbria.  We took in some very 
picturesque routes through the Scottish Southern uplands, the Pennines, Kielder 
forest and the Lake District. 

 

During the trip we stopped at the Heritage Centre in the town of Allenheads in 
the heart of the Pennines.  Whilst I was away using the facilities Mark was 
approached by a gent who ask him jokingly; “Is there going to be a fight?”, as 
another group of motorcyclists had arrived just after us.  He then went on to say 
that we'd passed him [driving] on the way here and that it was nice not to have 
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been hassled by us during our overtakes and that “we knew what we were 
doing”, which was a nice compliment. 
 

The Copdock Classic Motorcycle Club's (CCMC) 25th Annual Copdock Show at 
Trinity Park in Ipswich is approaching fast, taking place on Sunday 2nd October. 

http://www.copdock-cmc.co.uk/ 
 

SAM members offer their services to the CCMC throughout the year by way of 
static marshals for their bi-annual charity rides and in parking the motorcycle 
visitors at their annual show.  In return SAM has previously received a very 
generous donation which goes a long way towards the groups annual operating 
costs. 
 

Planning for the event is underway which includes assembling a motorcycle 
parking team.  Snacks and refreshments shall be provided as well as free entry to 
the show.  So if you can spare a few hours to help out on the day then please 
contact: David Arbon, Events team. 
 

I hope you enjoyed my last-minute talk about the Land Speed World Record 
attempts at last month's group night.  If you'd like to know more about them you 
can find more information here: 
 

Triumph INFOR Rocket Streamliner 
Triumph have confirmed a date of mid-September for their record attempt. Their 
pilot, Guy Martin, is hoping to break the current 376.8 mph record with a speed 
of 400+ mph! 

http://triumphlandspeed.com/ 
 

Richard Noble's Bloodhound Super Sonic Car 
The Bloodhound team's planned record attempt date is set for October 2017.  The 
team, with RAF Fighter Pilot Wing Commander Andy Green at the wheel, are 
hoping to beat their current record of 763.035 mph set by them with Thrust SSC 
on 12th November 2013, by reaching 1000+ mph!! 

http://www.bloodhoundssc.com/ 
 

This month's group night is dedicated to the prize draw and presentations for 
Chief's Challenge followed by a suspension talk from Hagon Shocks: 

https://www.hagon-shocks.co.uk/ 
 

Cheers    Steve 
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New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Eric Aldridge   Kris Sone   Mark Rudland 
Ben Fake   Gediminas Zilinskas 

Please also welcome IAM members, 

David & Amanda Hovells who have join us. 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 
he will put your name in the next Issue 

 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  
Advanced test this month. 

 

Stephen Andrews  his Observer was   Paul Ballard 
Bernie Dillon his Observer was  Steve Gocher 
Nick Braley  his Observer was  Geoff Scott 

 

When you pass your advanced test please let 
Karl Hale or Susan Smith know. 
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SAM Theory Evenings 

 

As most of you know, on the Thursday evening, directly 
after Group Nights, SAM holds its monthly Theory 
Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of 
important rider skills these nights are an informal evening 
of facts and lively banter all aimed at improving your ride 
based on the information in “How to be a better rider”. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 
Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 

 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the Skill for Life course, these 
evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on their theory and 
add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 
on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 
discuss any issues you may have generally on your Skill for Life Course. 
 

Karl Hale,       SAM Chief Observer 
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25th Copdock Classic 
Motorcycle Club Show 

2nd October 2016. 
 

Dear members, 
 

It hardly seems possible that it will very soon be time for the Copdock Classic 
M/c show which is taking place again this year at Trinity Park. The 2nd of 
October is not too far away, on behalf of SAM, I am asking for volunteers who 
would be willing to assist us with the important job of bike parking. 
 

Last year’s show was a bumper year and the extra thought and effort that was put 
into the finer detail of the task then, proved to be a winner and things ran like 
clockwork! However without the dedicated band of helpers on the ground, on the 
day, this would not be possible. 
 

Therefore, if you are free on the 2nd and could spare a few hours of your time to 
help out this year could you please let me know as soon as you can? Once we 
have a better idea of numbers we can finalise plans for the day and I will contact 
you all again nearer the event with timings and possible roles etc. 
 

I look forward to hearing back from you. 
 

Regards, Dave Arbon 
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“HIGHLY ILLOGICAL” 
MR. SPOCK 

Yes, the Kawasaki GTR was back at Orwell Motorcycles again. This time it was 
for a new pair of boots. So, true to form, I picked something from the demo bikes 
available to use for the morning, and to review for the magazine. 

I’ll probably be given the taxi rank number next time, as, sorry Orwells, I’ve 
finally found one I don’t like, the bike in question being the Kawasaki Vulcan 
650S. Of course, your views may be completely different to mine! 

 

The Vulcan is a smart looking, cruiser styled, 650, which on first glance I 
thought would have a V-twin engine. However, on closer inspection, it has a 
parallel twin. The engine is taken from the Versys 650 I reviewed a while ago. 
Kawasaki claims that the engine has been re-tuned to give more torque. 

I’ve rarely ridden a cruiser over the last 40 years of motorcycling, so, as I set out, 
the riding position felt totally alien to me. Arms spread wide and feet/legs poking 
out in front of me, I headed off to do 70 odd miles around the Suffolk 
countryside. By the time I’d finished I’d remembered why I haven’t ridden many 
cruisers. Ow, my back! Ow, my thighs! Ow, my neck! Ow, my biceps (what 
there is of them!). It made me realise just how much I use my legs normally to 
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absorb some of our roads’ less 
than perfect surfaces. Without 
their extra protection, every bump 
shot up my spine towards my 
Schuberth. 

So, apart from the riding position, 
what is it like to ride? Well, this is 
where the title of the mini-review 
comes from, with regard to the 
choice of engine. I was expecting 
a relaxed cruiser, but the parallel 
twin was much happier in the 
upper part of the rev range. Where 
the extra torque is, I don’t know. 
Spin the engine and the bike is 
more than capable of a brisk ride, 
handling and cornering nicely, 
alhough, I could certainly feel it 
under-steering, on the dusty roads 
around the Bawdsey and Hollesley 
peninsula. Surely that’s not what a 
cruiser is about? Relaxed, smooth, 
laid back riding, while looking 
cool, is where it should be. 

However, bringing the revs down made the twin’s power delivery snatchy, 
regardless of gear. At 30mph it was as if it was hunting for its preferred revs, 
rather than where I’d set the throttle. 

So there you have it. I didn’t like it, but I know there are many SAM members 
with cruisers either as their first or second bike. I also know they cover many 
miles on them. They are probably crying, “You idiot, Roberts! You just don’t get 
it.” And they are probably right. Why not fire up your laptop/PC and send in a 
review of your cruiser? 

For now, I’ll promise not to review any more cruisers, and I’ll keep my 
Schuberth’s flip down dark visor in the down position next time I’m in Orwell 
Motorcycles ☺    

Mike Roberts 
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Colombia 
 

After a longer border crossing we entered Colombia, where we found a lorry 
strike and no fuel! Luckily we had filled up in Ecuador as its only US$ 1.48 per 
gallon! We stayed near the border and visited an impressive cathedral built 
across a steep gorge at Las Lajas. 
Information on fuel was confusing so we 
decided to continue north to the next 
town where a couple of petrol stations 
were open but with massive queues. If it 
continued like this we might have had to 
return to Ecuador! The next day we 
queued up with the other motos but were 
restricted to about a gallon. This didn't fill 
our tank so we weren't sure if we would 
make the next town. We decided to try 
and coasted down all the hills to save 
fuel. If we reached reserve we would 
have to find somewhere to sleep and find 
fuel the next day. There was no way we 
could risk running out here! Luckily we 
came across a small petrol station open 
on the way so we could fill up and breath 
a big sigh of relief! 
 

On the road we passed a massive 50 
strong armed lorry convoy, so there was obviously issues with lorries being 
attacked if they ignored the strike. We also saw others with their windscreens 
smashed. We stayed at Popayan, a nice Colonial town, where fuel was easy to 
buy so hopefully no more problems. We passed many more armed convoys 
though. We also passed many army checkpoints but they all seemed friendly and 
give a 'thumbs up', to communicate that the road ahead is safe. Driving standards 
here are again crazy. They drive in whatever lane they like, and overtake or 
undertake as they see fit. They always overtake on corners and we have had more 
near misses here with vehicles on the wrong side of the road than in all the other 
countries put together already! We have even been overtaken by a minibus on the 
dirt on the inside! Although we have had many near misses, we haven't had any 
really scary moments, although Dee would strongly disagree! Unfortunately the 
bad driving has spoilt our riding experience through this beautiful country. 
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We stayed over night at Cali, a hot, sweaty city. The 
only plus was a free Salsa lesson in our hostel! We 
continued the next day to Salento, in the beautiful 
coffee growing region. Its very mountainous, with 
twisty roads, very green vegetation and a cooler 
climate. We stayed at a hostel owned by a 
Englishman and his Colombian wife. They also own 
a small coffee farm and gave an excellent tour. We 
hiked in the Coroca National Park, famous for its 
tall Wax Palms - the national symbol of Colombia - 
a truly beautiful place. 
 

We then 
decided to 
camp again at a Hacienda a bit further 
north in the same region but in the middle 
of nowhere. Access is via a dirt track and 
we pitched our tent beside a small hostel 
and had the use of their kitchen and 
hammocks. Security is tight as their 
guesthouse nearby was robbed at 
gunpoint a couple of months ago. We 
knew this before going but thought we 
would be unlucky if it happened again. 
We had to be inside their locked gate by 
1800 and local police patrolled nearby. 
They normally travel in pairs, two up on 
a small moto. We even had a couple 
(male and female) at the hostel one 
evening showing a couple of girls how to 

dance Salsa, while still on duty - that was a 
bit surreal!! Walking during the day is safe, 
so we enjoyed our stay and it was nice to be 
camping again. 
 

From the coffee region we headed for a 
Cathedral built about 200 metres 
underground in a salt mine! The road there 
was lovely and twisty and we rode through 
different climates and landscapes on the 
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way. Hot, cold, hot - Peak 
District, Wales and the 
Mediterranean!! We passed a 
town called Honda so  had to 
stop for a photo! However, 
the traffic increased as we 
neared the capital, Bogota, so 
we took a detour to miss the 
city. The Cathedral is 
amazing, built mainly out of 
salt, in a disused part of the 
mine. 
 

We continued north to Villa de Leyva, an old colonial town with a massive plaza 
(square) and then stayed in a geodesic dome near San Gill for some hiking. From 
here we continued north to the Caribbean coast, where we knew the weather 
would be HOT! What we didn't know, however, was that it would also be 
expensive and very busy. Our usual plan of just turning up to find 
accommodation would prove difficult! At Minca, a scruffy town in the hills near 
the coast, we had to pitch our tent on a concrete slab beside the river rather than 
spend loads of money on a room - it was quite nice actually! 
 

The Caribbean coast is nice but very expensive, very dirty and also very poor. 
The difference between the rich and the poor here is particularly stark. We 
couldn't understand why it was by far the most expensive area that we have 
stayed in Colombia! While we were there we visited the beautiful Tayrona 
National Park and then continued on to Cartagena, our final destination before 
leaving for Panama. Cartagena has a lovely old Colonial town but is so hot and 
humid! We were sweating without moving! Even the sea was hot, the hottest we 
have ever been in, like a warm bath - ridiculous! We love the street sellers, 
especially here in Colombia. In Cartagena, we could buy a kite, a cold beer and 
other drinks, various jewellery, spoons, bird food, street food, hats, sun glasses, 
ice creams and have your shoes polished without even leaving your seat! 
 

The tyres on the AT were wearing towards their limit and we were not sure if we 
could get them in Panama or Costa Rica so we sent a quick email to Heidenau in 
Germany, who put us in touch with their distributor in Bogota. They had them in 
stock, found a tyre fitter in Cartagena and sent the tyres ahead for fitting when 
we arrived - what a great service! A note on tyres. Some people say just buy 
whatever is available and I agree up to a point if you have to. However, tyres are 
all about confidence and if you like a particular make and model then you 
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generally stick with it. For us, add in that we are 2 up with a fully loaded bike on 
a wide variety of road surfaces and confidence is even more important. So it was 
a relief that we could fit the Heidenau K60 Scouts that we have really grown to 
trust. This set will see us to the end of our travels in the Americas. 
 

We also had a very worn front sprocket - clicking under power. The rear sprocket 
was ok and the chain had stretched a bit - not bad for over 30,000 km! Oh why 
didn't I pack a spare front sprocket! If fitted earlier in the trip, this would have 
extended the life of the set considerably. As spares were not available in 
Colombia or Panama, we bought a new set from Lings at Harleston who have 
sent them to a hostel in Panama City. Another excellent service. Fingers crossed 
that they get through customs quickly! 
 

The obstacle between us and 
Panama was the Darien, often 
referred to as the Darien Gap, 
an area of jungle on the 
Colombia / Panama border. 
There are no roads through this 
area so the only options for us 
were to go around by boat or 
fly. We chose a combination of 
both. The bike would go by 
boat on the Stahlratte sailing 
schooner and we would fly. 
This was actually the cheapest 
option. Loading the bike went 
well and she was tied down and 
covered near the bow. We met 
some other bikers taking the 

trip. One young couple had originally paid to go on a smaller boat. Their bike 
was loaded on board and they were enjoying a cold beer prior to leaving port, 
when Colombian customs boarded the ship! The ship was searched and many 
bags of cocaine were found! Their bike was confiscated and they spent a couple 
of scary days in custody before being released. They got their bike back but lost 
their money for the trip! 
 

We wished the AT a 'buen viaje' and would meet again in Panama! 
 

Phil and Dee Acton 
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Malta Air Museum 
 

Reference the pictures shown in the July SAM magazine taken in the Malta Air 
Museum I believe the machine with the sidecar is a BSA B33 500cc side valve 
engine probably around 1952 vintage the other picture is of a BSA M20 500cc 
side valve in military livery I guess used by a despatch rider and probably 
wartime vintage. 
 

A lot of these machines along with Matchless 350cc machines were sold off for 
civilian use in the 1950's and 60's one of the main suppliers were Pride & Clarke 
of London. 
 

My first "big" machine was a 1955 BSA B31 350 side valve single much like the 
one in the picture but mine was "modern" it had twin shocks and swinging arm 
suspension not very quick in fact a bit of a slug but but it got me around until I 
attached it to the side of VW Beetle and that was the end of that. �  
 

The Beetle didn't fair to well either. 
 

Sonnie Westley. 
 

 
Россия 

 
Whilst on holiday in Russia recently, in front of the Moscow University, I saw 
what looked like a WW2 BMW side-valve German Army motorcycle and sidecar 
which I took a picture of with the intention of sending it to the magazine.  
 
The interesting/frightening thing is that the outfit came complete with fully-
working (according to the owner) MG36 machine gun mounted on the sidecar, 
although he had no ammunition for it. 
 
However, before I could send the photo in, I discovered that these outfits were 
manufactured in Russia from machinery and factories "liberated" from the 
Germans after the war right up to the late nineteen eighties. 
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These machines came complete with all mod-cons; you know, wheels, tyres, 
machine-gun mounts, for their entire production run which ceased in 1987 when 
they were superseded by the Ural.  
 
So instead of being a WW2 antique, it could have been less than 20 years old. 
 
 

 
Dosvidanya, 
 

Bryan Duncan 
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BREAKFAST RUN 2016 

9th October 
 

Mr D's Diner, 
A11 Southbound 

Attleborough, 

NR17 2PU 

Tel: 01953 454355 
 

 

Meet at Tesco Martlesham IP5 3RU for a 09:00 Briefing and subsequent 

departure. 

 

All riders must attend the Briefing. 

 

Ride Co-ordinator is John Jenkins. 
 

Exit Tescos and head on to A12 Northbound.  

 

At next roundabout take 1st exit onto Main Road A1214.  

 

Take right turn onto Hall Road then straight over at cross roads.  

 

At end of road bear right towards Grundisburgh then at end of road turn left 

onto B1079.  

 

Take right turn onto B1078 to Wickham Market.  

 

Take left turn to Framlingham / Charlsefield.  

 

At T junction turn left towards Earl Soham then turn right on to The St. 

towards Framlingham.  
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At T junction turn left onto Station Road B1116.  

 

Take 1
st
 exit on mini roundabout on to College Road B1116..  

 

Continue on B1116 through Dennington to Harleston.  

 

At T junction turn right then 1
st
 left on to Wilderness Lane.  

 

At end of road turn left on to road bearing right, The St.  

 

After 1 mile over bridge and take 2
nd
 right turn on to Church Hill.  

 

At end of road turn left at crossroads on to B1527 towards Tasburgh.  

 

At end of road straight over staggered junction on to B1135.  

 

Take right turn on to Low Road towards Lower Tasburgh.  

 

Take left turn towards Flordon.  

 

Bear left on to Station Road towards Bracon Ash.  

 

Bear left on to Wymondham Road towards Hethel.  

 

At T junction turn left then first right on to Wymondham Road B1135.  

 

At roundabout take 1
st
 exit on to A11 Sounthbound.  

 

Mr D's Diner is about 4 miles on the left. 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

Ride Leaders and Ride Coordinators are the full SAM members that 

facilitate SAM social rides. In order to maintain and hopefully increase 

the club social rides, the club needs sufficient numbers to allow our 

much-loved breakfast, Summer Chip and Winter Saturday Jaunts to 

continue. If you are interested in helping the club, and helping yourself 

by becoming a Ride Co-ordinator and ride Leader, please contact Sara Hale 

to find out more information about one or both of these roles. 

 
 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 David Wood,  Chris Nunn,  John Jenkins,  Keith Pavelin 
 Phil Sayer,  Glyn Hill,  Martin Drury,  Dean Harris,  Vini Evans. 

 Richard Ockelton 
 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Paul Jocelyn-Brown,  Brian Ellis,  Ken Beckinsale,  
Tim Wash 

 

 

 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Saturday Jaunt 
22nd October 2016 

Sturmer Nurseries Garden Centre, Church Walk 
Sturmer, Haverhill, CB9 7XD 

Tel: 01440 706416 
 

Meet at Tesco Stowmarket IP14 5BE for a 14:30 Briefing and subsequent 
departure. 
 

All riders must attend the Briefing. 
 

Ride Co-ordinator is Chris Nunn. 
 

Take Gun Cotton Way to A1120 take 3
rd
 exit towards Stowmarket.  

 

At traffic lights turn right then keep left at roundabout take 2
nd
  exit to Combs 

Ford.  
 

Straight over first mini roundabout, then straight over staggered miniroundabouts 
onto Combs Lane heading to Finborough.  
 

At T Junction turn Left onto Finborough Road B1115. At Bildeston turn right 
onto Bildeston Road B1115 to Sudbury.  
 

After Monks Eleigh turn left continuing on B1115 to Sudbury.  
 

At T Junction turn left onto B1071 to Sudbury then take first right to Acton.  
 

Turn right onto A134 towards Bury St Edmunds.  
 

Turn left onto A1092 towards Long Melford then bear right continuing on 
A1092 to Clare.  
 

Turn right onto B1066 towards Stansted. After 3 miles bear left towards 
Hawkedon. At end of road bear right towards Denston. After sweeping right 
hand bend take left turn on to Water Lane.  
 

At T Junction turn left onto A143 towards Haverhill. Turn left onto B1061 
towards Keddington.  
 

At end of road turn right onto A1017 towards Haverhill. Destination is approx. 
½ mile on left entrance via Church Walk. 
 

GRAVEL ENTRANCE! 
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Social Rides 
Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 
at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 
the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 
liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 
the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 
attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 
their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 
must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 
certificate (if applicable). 
Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 
guidelines as follows: 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of the 
route 
 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 
 Be responsible for your own safety 
 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 
 Have a FULL tank of fuel 
 No more than 5 in a group. 
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CHIEF'S CHALLENGE 2016. 
 

Well, that's another Chief's Challenge done, just got to get the picture's made and 
submitted. Same team as last year Jean, myself, Steve Milbourne and his trusty 
Sat Nav. We did the challenge in a block of 6, Essex was done in 1 hit and the 
most mileage clocked but it did include a couple of unscheduled detour's, Suffolk 
was done in 3 hit's and Norfolk in 2 one of which ran the Essex trip pretty close 
and the other one did include Lowestoft. We even bumped into (figuratively 
speaking of course) some other club mates on the Norfolk run's and no detours 
this time. Fortunately the weather god's were pretty kind to us this year and again 
we found roads we didn't know existed and probably couldn't find again.  
 

A special thanks goes out to Karl and his able assistants Derek and Rob for 
devising an absorbing, interesting and sometimes devious challenge which was 
demanding, exciting, and fun in equal measures. Not sure how to spend our 
weekends now maybe some gardening or other chores, nah! let's get out on the 
bike again. 
 

Sonnie Westley. 
 

Vercors region of 
France 

 

I would like to share with you a couple of photos from my recent trip to the 
Vercors region of France. This was my first experience riding on the right and 
taking my bike abroad. 10 days in total and it was brilliant! I had been inspired 
by a photograph on the front page of adventure bike rider magazine published 
last September. This is picture of me riding, taken by my boyfriend, from the 
same vantage point and 'the' photo that I travelled 1550 miles for! See pictures on 
page 2 
 

Hundreds of miles later, countless u-turns and hair pin corners I feel so much 
more confident and relaxed on my bike. I had found the thought of preparing for 
my IAM test all too daunting and had been putting it off to be honest. Now I feel 
ready for the challenge and look forward to starting my observed rides. 
 

Many thanks 
 

Michelle Saxby 
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Next update on our 
progress toward s the 

Ride London 100. 
 

We are only 2 weeks away and just about ready. My son Ben and I did the Essex 
Castles 75 mile ride with relatively comfort. It was very windy on the way out to 
Finchingfield and rained really bad close to the finish. But we were happy with 
our performance. 
 

Ben has done some more turbo trainer sessions and did a 72 mile solo ride 
yesterday. I did 59 miles today but was using my Mountain bike while rebuilding 
the gear train on my roadie. Riding a Mountain bike on 2 inch slicks is 
significantly harder than the road bike so feeling close on ready. 
 

I’ll do an update after the finish and am posting most rides on Facebook. 
 

Thanks to those that have generously contributed to our chosen charity Bowel 
Cancer UK; we have reached target but of course any further contributions are of 
course welcome and will significantly help this marvellous charity. 
 

Thanks from Ben and Paul Sharpe 
 

Picture is another of 
my Mountain bike 
on our recent trip to 
Scotland. I really 
must get up there 
again on the 
Transalp 

 
NOTE 

This article was sent 
last month I have 

always said if your 
good enough to 

write it I’ll put it in 
Sorry if it’s out of 

date. ☺ 
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DO YOU WANT 
CHIPS WITH THAT? 

Back in May’s edition of the magazine I gave a positive review of the Kawasaki 
J300 scooter and mentioned that I’d like to try something similar, but bigger. 
Perhaps, a Suzuki Burgman? One of our members, Chris Barnard, responded to 
the article praising his Burgman and saying that he looked forward to me 
reviewing it. Well here it is ... 

 

Mark, at Orwell Motorcycles, read the J300 review and said to me that they had a 
Suzuki Burgman 650 that I could try out. So a date was set. I turned up. My 
parchment licence was again gingerly unfolded and photocopied, and I was 
handed the keys to a gleaming white, massive scooter. Now this model has all the 
bells and whistles: ABS, electric folding mirrors, electric screen, heated grips, 
heated seats (two of them!), 12 volt power socket, 3 gearbox modes, parking 
brake, proper UK MPH speedo (unlike the Kawasaki J300), storage boxes in the 
fairing x3, under seat storage area, and maybe more that I didn’t discover. 

Given all the kit and its size, it is going to be heavy. It weighs in at 277kg/610lbs. 
Now my Kawasaki GTR is a portly, but nimble, sports-tourer and that weighs 
305kg/672lbs, so you can see that you get a lot of scooter for your money. 

“So what’s it like to ride?” you all cry. Patience! ☺ 
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First let’s talk about the gearbox. It’s another CVT, like most scooters, but this 
time there’s some extra modes. On the left bar are some buttons that you don’t 
find on most bikes. One switches the CVT gearbox into “Powweeerrrrrr” mode 
(© Jeremy Clarkson). With this selected the CVT works just the same, but 
further up the rev range, giving you a more sporty response to your throttle inputs 
(harder acceleration and more engine braking). There is also a Manual Mode 
button, which allows you to select each ‘gear’ yourself. I put ‘gear’ in inverted 
commas, as because it’s a CVT gearbox, the gear ratios are actually totally 
variable. What Suzuki has done is pre-programme 6 set ratios that you can select 
via up/down buttons, giving you a pseudo-manual gearbox. 

 

So, to riding it. Once I’m sitting on the scooter, the size is still apparent, but once 
moving, the weight disappears and you feel like you are on a ‘normal’ scooter, 
albeit a much larger one. The folding mirrors are excellent, being the type that 
you view under the handlebars. (Just like a lot of conventional tourers). Turn the 
throttle in standard CVT mode and the 54hp, twin cylinder engine drives you 
along with good acceleration. You have to watch out for the lack of engine 
braking, though that is normal for CVT gearboxes. Add in the considerable 
weight of the Burgman and momentum is maintained for a long while on a 
closed throttle. You do use the brakes much more than perhaps you are used to! 
With this in mind, wearing my Observer’s hat and thinking about advising people 
to ride in a ‘responsive gear’, I thought I’d try out the Power Mode. Sure enough 
the scooter became much more responsive, but it didn’t take long for me to tire 
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of this mode, as it felt particularly 
‘buzzy’ and at odds with the relaxed, 
long distance covering  machine it is 
pitched as. So it’s an option to use 
some of the time, but certainly not all 
the time. Finally, I went into full 
manual mode. It was easy to ride 
using the buttons, rather than a clutch 
and foot lever, though I did initially 
find it hard not to close the throttle 
each time I changed gear. However, 
keep the throttle open, press the 
button, and the bike changes up and 
down with the smallest amount of 
pitching forwards/backwards. To be 
honest, other than for the novelty 
value, I probably wouldn’t use the 
manual mode as the CVT is so 
effortless and efficient at what it does. 

Out on the open road, the Burgman 
zoomed along quite happily at any 
speed with the extra power of the 
650cc being most welcome on dual 
carriageways and when having to join 
fast flowing traffic. On the ‘B’ roads, I 
have to say that while the Burgman 
was more than competent, it didn’t handle as well as the Kawasaki J300. I didn’t 
feel that this was down to the overall weight (though it’s a big bike for smallish 
wheels), but more that the distribution of that weight was too much to the rear. 
The bars were extremely light to turn, even on a closed throttle, making it very 
sensitive to the slightest input. 

So, overall an excellent, highly specified machine. It would make a very 
competent and comfortable tourer, as well as a day to day commuter. Again, I’d 
be happy to have one in my garage, though I would have a play around with the 
tyre pressures and suspension to firm up that steering. (I really need a big garage 
to house all these bikes I keep testing, so that I can use different ones on different 
days ☺.) 
 

Mike Roberts 
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Editorial 
 

September already… blimmy the year has 
flashed past, Kids are back to school, clocks 
will be going back next month, not long until 
the “C” words starts creeping in. I personally 
think it should be banned until December, 
Capitalism at its best…  
 
Now I am sure I had something to do over the 
summer…. Work � Family � Skiving off for 

a few days � looking at the bees � erm but something else…. Oh yes the Chiefs 
challenge, Ar er, oh dear failed on this one, Somehow the summer has come and 
gone, just haven’t had five minutes to get out and about, This year I’m sad to say 
I haven’t even been to a breakfast run. 
 
I have however been out on the bike this month, the mot was due so booking in 
to Moremoto, so my total miles is month is 0.25… Moremoto have just moved 
into the village so rode up and walked home, reversed to collect it at 18:00, 
Passed with flying colours. 
 
Now the nights are drawing in all you lot would have collectively managed a few 
miles over the summer so now is the time to tap away on your keyboards while 
the memory is fresh. Let’s keep our magazine great.  
 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 
Tel: 07712649860 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

 
 

Thank you 
To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine. ☺ 

But….. what about the rest of you…. � 
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Closing date for copy FridayFridayFridayFriday after club night 
If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 
monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 
notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 
send me an email. 
 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 
have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 
free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 
another great magazine to read  
 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 
can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 
template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 
the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 
the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 
A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 
your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 

 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860
 Sam.editor@btinternet.com  

 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd
 Thursday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 
Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 
website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 
so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 
http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 

 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 
smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 
motorcycle test.   Contact: Karl Hale 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 
membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 
retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: David Arbon 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 
online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 
online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 
Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 
 
 

September 2016 
 

Saturday 17
th
  Saturday Jaunt,. The Shed Café NR34 7LG Meet at 

Tesco Stowmarket IP14 5BE for a 14:00 Briefing and subsequent departure. All 
riders must attend Briefing. 
 

Tuesday 20
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker is from Hagon shocks. Bar and restaurant serving all types of 
food/drinks including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 22
nd
  Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Planning & Positioning 
 

Fri 23
rd
 ~ Sat 24

th
 Safe Rider. If you can help the Publicity Team on the 

Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn Hill on 07986-319163 
 

Sunday 25
th
  Observer Assessment Day, See adverts in magazines, 

Contact Karl Hale. 
 
 
 

October 2016 
 

Sunday 2
nd

  Copdock Bike Show , If you can help with motorcycle 
parking or on our promotion stand, please speak to a Committee member. 
 

Wednesday 5
th
  SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 

 

Sunday 9
th

  Breakfast Run, Mr D's Diner, NR17 2PU Meet at Tesco 
Martlesham IP5 3RU for a 09:00 Briefing and subsequent departure. 
 

Tuesday 18
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker. Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas 
and coffees. 
 

Thursday 20
th
  Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Cornering 
 

Saturday 22
nd
  Saturday Jaunt, Sturmer Nurseries Garden Centre, CB9 

7XD, Meet at Tesco Stowmarket IP14 5BE for a 14:30 Briefing and subsequent 
departure. 
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Noverber 2016 
 

Wednesday 2
nd
  SAM Committee meeting. Fynn Valley Golf Club.19:30 

 

Sunday 6
th

  Breakfast Run, TBA 
 

Tuesday 15
th
  SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30 followed by 

Guest Speaker. Bar and restaurant serving all types of food/drinks including teas 
and coffees. 
 

Thursday 17
th
  Theory Evening. Fynn Valley Golf Club. Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Gears & Acceleration 
 

Saturday 19
th
  Saturday Jaunt, TBA 

 
 

Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar & Forum for further details and for any changes 
after going to press. Especially in winter months when the weather can be 
unpredictable  
 

 
 

Disclaimer 
The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 
They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 
that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
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