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The cover picture was provided by David Daw, cyclist trainer for Suffolk County 

Council. It was taken at Wastwater in the Lake District with the fell of Great 

Gable in the background. 

Mike Roberts also did the digital editing. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Hello everyone and welcome to the September’s issue 

of the SAM Observer Magazine. 

 

I hope some of you managed to squeeze in a bit of 

European biking between the quarantine and non-

essential travel restrictions that have now been placed 

on a number of countries.  

 

My trip to the Alps and Dolomites with some of my 

‘biking buddies’ in early September had to be cancelled 

when France was taken off the governments’ 

exemption list in mid-August.  A planned eleven day 

trip to Italy has now become a four day trip around Northumberland – not that 

there is anything wrong with Northumberland before any of you 

Northumberlandarians(?) take offence, there are some great biking roads there – 

but the Morpeth Northern Bypass doesn’t have quite the same legendary 

reputation as the San Bernardino Pass! 

 

Of course, the other major plus point of any such trip in my opinion is the 

camaraderie and banter that always takes place at rest stops and especially in the 

evening during the eat/drink part of the ride/eat/drink/sleep daily cycle. 

 

This social aspect of the biking community and especially for SAM is something 

that I for one miss at the moment and I guess many of you do too. 

 

What we may have originally thought would only be a short term lockdown and 

social distancing situation may now turn out to be a much longer affair. It’s a 

situation the SAM committee is grappling with, but there is as yet no practical 

safe or legal solution. For the time being at least, we will carry on with small 

group rides following the ‘six person’ rule, although we may vary how this is 

implemented depending on demand and experience. Following on from the 

reported successful August ride, the next one has been planned by the Ride 

Leader team for 27th September. You will by now have received an email 

informing you to text Richard Ockelton by noon on the 18th if you wish to 

participate. 

 

On the subject of ride outs, there is a self-help solution for those of you who want 

to get out on the road more often with some other like-minded SAM members 
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but don’t necessarily know who they are or how to contact them. All you need to 

do is sign up on the SAM website forum and register for the ‘new post’ alert 

service for the Ride Outs section. Any member can then post their own planned 

ride out on the forum and all those who have registered for the alert service will 

receive an email and can respond accordingly. The more people who use it the 

more effective it will be. 

 

Still loosely on the ride out subject, I am aware that some new Associates are 

waiting a long time to be assigned an Observer. This is due to the high demand 

following the easing of lockdown. However, as an interim measure, the Ride 

Leader and Observer teams will together be organising at least one (and more if 

necessary) ‘Associates only’ observed rides. It won’t be quite the same as one-to-

one tuition but some good tips and experience can be gained in readiness. Plans 

are yet to be finalised but if you are a waiting Associate you will be emailed with 

the final details and the recommendation that you participate if you can. 

 

Well that’s it from me for this month. Enjoy the rest of the magazine (I’ve no 

idea what’s in it yet!) 

 

Best regards 

 

Martin 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SamHam Challenge 

Sonnie Westley 
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New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Ian Andrews   Nicholas Sargant 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 
 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Richard O'Rielly   his Observer was    Glyn Hill 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let Paul ballard or Geoff Scott know. 

 

 

Welcome to our new 
Observers  

 

It give me immense pleasure to announce our new Observers to the team 
 

Andrew Robotham  

David Franklin 

Karl Grimwade 
 

After a lot of dedication and hard work by them spanning months (more months 

than usual this year), they have achieved their IMI Institute of Motor Industries 

accreditation. They will be a real asset to the team who are already busy with an 

increasing list of associates to coach. 
 

Also a thank you to the stooges, Local and National Observers who have given 

their time and experience to help them in their training. Great work by all!  
 

Paul Ballard 
Chief Observer  

Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
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IAM Membership 
 

You will be aware of SAM’s affiliation to the IAM. It has always been the case 

that in order to be a member of SAM you must also be a member of the IAM.   

 

We work closely with the IAM on promotion of road safety and marketing events 

and receive all our Observer training support from them, in addition all of SAM's 

insurance needs are provided for under the umbrella of the IAM, with cover only 

afforded to paid up members (including associate members) of the IAM, so your 

support of both organisations is vital. 

 

If you do not renew your IAM membership, The IAM is obliged under the Data 

Protection Laws, to un-link you from any local group membership register 

including SAM. Your membership of both groups effectively ceases. 

 

The IAM will send a new IAM Blue card when your membership is due for 

renewal, but it is not activated until you pay the renewal cost, as stated in the 

pack containing the new card.  

 

Renewal is simple, just follow the instruction sent with your new card, or go to: 

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/renewals 

 

Why not set up a ‘Standing Order’ the next time you renew, it’s safe, secure and 

means you don’t have to remember in the future. 

 

Next month some important news about membership renewal to SAM. 

 

Dave Franklin.  
 

SAM Membership Secretary 

On behalf of SAM committee 
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Don't head butt the 
Mangoes 

 

Few years back and my motorbiking was restricted to an annual trip to the Alps 

with some London based biker mates. I was working in Nigeria and under strict 

company rules about what was/wasn't allowed, which was sort of fair enough 

given there were lots of opportunities to get yourself into a spot of bother if you 

pushed your luck. 

 

The roads were probably the most dangerous aspect to living in Nigeria, and I 

say that with knowledge of the dangers from kidnappings, armed robbers and 

malaria to name but three quite common occurrences. So my driving was very 

much limited to a Sunday drive to the beach on a quiet day when my driver was 

given a day off. I hadn't really known any expats who rode motorbikes, until I 

came across a French guy relocating home looking to offload a KTM offroader. 

 

Now it would be rude not too, so a bank transfer later and I was the proud owner 

of said year old 450 EXC. I soon sorted some insurance and next up was the need 

for an ocada license. Ocada is the Nigerian word for a motorbike taxi and an 

ocada license was needed as my Nigerian driving license didn't cover 

motorbikes. My UK license was not valid as foreigners could only drive on them 

for the 1
st
 six months of living there, much the same as UK rules for expats in the 

UK today. 

 

I tracked down our "fixer" who duly dug out the form for the license. It asked the 

question whether I had ever had any motorcycle training or not? I duly ticked the 

box, paid the £20 and a few days later I was the proud owner of a Nigerian 

motorbike taxi license. The good news here is that whilst I was officially licensed 

to provide a taxi service, it wasn't compulsory. Another issue was dealing with 

the Nigerian police, who were not shy in stopping vehicles with expat passengers 

and asking for "assistance". I had been asked for cash for a number of things, 

illegal u-turns, driving the wrong way down a one way and my favourite, not 

driving close enough to the car in front. Was another year before I would be 

fined for driving with my arm out of the window, another misdemeanor that only 

seemed to apply to foreigners. 

 

Anyhow, so now I had the KTM, the insurance, the driving license, I had even 

invested in some black long sleeve gear that meant I looked like a local and was 
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thus far less likely to get pulled / harassed by the local law enforcement officers. 

What I clearly didn't have was any experience of riding a motorbike on Nigerian 

roads. Indeed I'd never ridden an off roader at all. Luckily my house had a short 

track round it that meant I could practice on the bike without the inherent dangers 

of Lagosian traffic. Round and round I went, getting used to the height of the 

bike, the gears, the brakes etc. All crucial to keeping you safe in a city where the 

traffic is another level of mental. If you are bored (on lockdown) put Oshodi 

market into google and you will get a feel for some of the traffic, albeit a Sunday 

is much quieter than other days. 

 

So round and round I went and as I did, I started to get more and more confident 

on the bike, even standing up on the pegs as I went over some of the more bumpy 

parts of my garden. Which brings me to the Mango tree. There was a branch with 

a Mango hanging down and I thought it would be a good idea to head butt it. 

Now before I get too much stick, I was on my own property and it was probably 

30 plus in the heat of the day. There was no traffic and any fall would have been 

onto soft land. So a helmet was very much not on my head. And Mangoes are 

soft, right? 

 

So as I passed for the nth time I stood up on the pegs, stretched back and 

expecting a soft football type connection I gave it a full on head butt, wondering 

how far I could send it towards the fence, something Trevor Whymark would 

have been proud of. Only it never quite materialised as I anticipated, said Mango 

clinging on to its branch and my head left with a big red circle right in the middle 

of my forehead from the impact. I hit it so hard that the red marking was still 

there the next day when I went into work and explained that I had head-butted a 

Mango to my boss who not unreasonably wanted to know why I had a big red 

circle on my forehead. 

 

Well turns out mangoes are only soft when they are ripe, before that they are 

very, very hard. And this Mango was not in any way ripe. So there you are 

people, I feel it is important that we share our biking knowledge and share I will, 

in the interests of keeping everyone safe. I'll concede it unlikely but nonetheless 

if you ever find do yourself tempted to head butt a Mango whilst on an off-road 

trail, do check it's ripe before applying a head butt. That, or put your helmet on 

first. 

 

Nick Braley 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

Watch out for updates as the club is holding Zoom meetings, further details as 

they become available 

 

As most of you know, on the 3
rd

 Thursday evening every month, SAM holds its 

monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of important 

rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively banter all 

aimed at improving your ride based on the information in the 

Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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Sunday Social Ride 

Next ride out Sunday 27th September 2020 
 

Thursdays Chips  
 

Cancelled until further notice 
 

 

 

SAMHAM CHALLENGE 2020 
 

Well, another one bites the dust. After a shaky start thanks to the dreaded virus, 

the Ipswich crew have completed another challenge. 

 

March, clues released, all registered then lock down everything stopped. Anyway 

clues solved, maps checked and as restrictions ease the decision is made yep we 

will go ahead and complete the task. Many thanks to Steve again for the time 

drinking coffee at his house, discussing routes and downloading into his trusty 

satnav (all socially distancing of course) and my thanks to Jean for patiently 

sitting behind me. 
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It was decided to complete the challenge in 4 sections 2 x Suffolk and 2 x 

Norfolk starting on Sunday 28th June followed by the Sunday 4th July to 

complete the Suffolk sections ( the short ones), the Norfolk bits being completed 

on Sundays 19th July and 2nd August both of which turned out to be a lot of fun 

and somewhat more demanding covering a lot more miles. With restrictions as 

they have been it was necessary to carry refreshments with us but fortunately 

they eased enough to allow for the odd coffee break and toilets breaks during the 

longer Norfolk sections.  

 

 
 

Many thanks to Nigel and Judy for an interesting, challenging and sometimes 

devious competition you must have spent hours poring over google maps, thanks 

again to Steve and his satnav for riding point to get us to where we needed to go,  

 

I rode point to get us back home. Hopefully as long as restrictions allow there is 

still enough summer to get a few more rides under our belts.  

 

Sonnie Westley. 
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Covid 19  
Restricted Social Ride 

 

The next Covid 19 affected Social Ride will be held on Sunday 27
th

 September 

2020. 

 

 Any SAM member wishing to take part in the ride MUST text 

Richard Ockelton using the number given in the magazine. 

 

 The closing date to send texts will be Friday 18
th

 September 2020 

(noon) 

 

 From received texts Richard will allocate the rider with a ride leader 

 

 Richard will contact the riders to confirm their ride leaders, starting 

point and time. 

 

 Each ride leader will have a different route from start to finish 

 

 Only the ride leader will be issued with the route (all of which are 

now tried and tested) and there are 8 available. 

 

 Richard will use a ‘spreadsheet’ so that if this process needs to 

continue into October riders will not be allocated to the same route twice. 

 

 Any rider not allocated a ride leader cannot take part on a ride. 

 

 Any rider arriving late and missing the briefing will not be allowed to 

join the ride. 

 

It may be possible to stop for refreshments during the ride so bring these with 

you. Please note if the ride leader deems social distancing and Covid 19 rules 

cannot be maintained then there will not be a stop 



The SAM Observer September 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 16 
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South Island of New 
Zealand – January 2011 

Part 2 
 

10
th

 January, Queenstown. 171 Kms, 2.5 hours ride. 

Today started pretty well, with blue sky and sunshine, and another great 

breakfast, but we had no idea then just how brilliant the day would turn out to be! 

We made a quick visit to a bank for more cash, and topped up with fuel, before 

saying “goodbye” to lovely Te Anau, and riding the relatively short distance to 

Queenstown- The Capitol City of Adventure. 

 

It‘s called that for a reason, as we soon discovered, we stopped a couple of times 

on the road side, to admire the great views of lakes and mountains each time one 

came into sight, but we were at our next hotel by lunch time. The Coronation 

Lodge, which was really lovely, very modern, and with loads of pine panelling 

throughout.  
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On the way into Queenstown Claire spotted a Hang Glider silently floating down 

the valley, and was reminded that that was one of the things on her bucket list, 

well what better place to do it? So once in the hotel we made a couple of calls 

and booked a tandem flight for her 4pm! 

 

A mini-bus duly arrived at the hotel to take her up the mountain, while I (of 

course) opted to take the bike, it was an incredible ride just getting there as the 

road wound higher and higher above the valley, giving breath taking views of the 

town and lake below, as far as the eye could see were range upon range of 

mountains, with dramatic jagged shapes, some forested, some just rock, but all 

stunning. 

 

Once at the top, and properly dressed in the appropriate gear, Claire was given 

her briefing on what to do, by her pilot, Augustus, from Chile, who looked like 

he had done this before, basically all she had to do was to hold the “handles” on 

his suit, and run off the 

cliff,  that’s all there is to it.  

 

The thermals were so good 

that they were able to stay 

up for ages in fact it was 

quite difficult to get down, 

but eventually gravity had 

its way. Once on the ground 

the mini bus was waiting to take 

her back to the hotel. Picture on 

back page. 

 

To finish the day we had booked up 

to go up the mountain on a 

Gondola, to have dinner in the Sky 

Line restaurant, before which we 

were also booked to watch the Kiwi 

Haka- the traditional Kiwi Warriors 

Challenge and welcome It was 

brilliant, and a great photo 

opportunity, after which we had a 
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well-earned drink in the sky line bar with views out over Queenstown.  

 

At our appointed time of 8pm, we went to the restaurant for dinner, and were 

shown to our table by a young Chinese girl. She then told us that we had the best 

table in the restaurant! And she wasn’t lying. It was right by the window, in the 

corner with glass on both sides. So we had views from every side. It was the 

most stunning sight, seeing the whole of Queenstown set out in the valley below, 

and the beautiful Lake Wakatipu. 

 
The food was fantastic, a buffet with just about everything you could wish for. 

Fresh seafood, soup, cold meats, salads, roast meats, curried venison, or chicken, 

fish, or pasta. Then desserts, ice creams, gateaux, crème brulee, chocolate 

mousse, jelly, meringue. You name it, it was there. Oh and cheeses, tea, coffee 

too. 

 

Well to say we ate well is an understatement. But boy was it good. It was the 

most magical end to a truly magical day. 

 

Sadly that too came to an end, and we staggered towards the gondola for our ride 

down the mountain and the short walk back through the town which was just 

revving up for a night of fun. Young back-packers were all heading to the bars 

and clubs, to soak up the Queenstown atmosphere, while we were heading to 

bed. 
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11
th

 January, Queenstown- rest day – well sort of 

This morning we stumbled into Starbucks in the town centre for a quick coffee. 

Once again we had a brilliant day ahead of us with great weather to match. 

 

We decided to go for a long walk around the north end of the lake, starting from 

the town centre. It was so pretty, through the conifers, right along the shore. The 

path was easy and flat and we were constantly being passed by joggers and 

cyclists. 

 

At 1pm we went to find the organisers for the white water rafting on Shotover 

River, which we had already signed up for before we left England. 

 

We were taken in buses up to their riverside location, to change into wet suits. 

Then it was another 40min bus ride up a steep mountain gorge, along an un-made 

road with no barriers, and 400m drops! It was exhilarating to say the least. The 

guide who rode with us was hilarious and got everyone in a fun mood for the 

next adventure. 

 

We arrived unscathed and began the training brief for the rafting. In groups of 7 

plus a guide we climbed aboard and began the descent to the valley in our blue 

rubber boats. There were about 8 in all. The descent was about one and half 

hours long, and began quite gently, with plenty of time to be coached in all 

eventualities. Before long we were paddling like pro’s, and even had time to 

dunk ourselves in the cold water to stop us over heating in the hot sunshine. 

 

The rapids were small to begin with but still fun, and gradually got bigger and 

more exciting. Water gushed at us and over us, as we bounced and swirled 

around rocks and drops. 

 

It caused great hilarity in all the boats  who were travelling in a little convoy 

down the river together. At all times safety was a priority, with all the guides 

looking out for each other. It was kind of controlled madness! 

Towards the end came a long low tunnel, which we rode through in darkness. 

You could just about make out the water bubbling furiously under the boats, and 

suddenly we wooshed out from the other end and down into the bigger rapids. 

 

We had been warned but it was still a massive adrenaline rush to find yourself 

being drenched by the sudden huge wave of water over our heads, and the raft 

spinning madly in the currents. 
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Finally though we were at the bottom, and had to extract ourselves from our wet 

suits and get changed. 
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By now it was getting on for 6pm, so beer was called for in celebration of a safe 

trip down. Dinner was a pizza the size of a cart wheel in a cosy log cabin, with 

the chef cooking in the open restaurant and tables set in booths. The pizza was 

delicious. 

 

Queenstown has definitely been a real high light of the trip. The town is beautiful 

and although quite commercial it retains style and charm. The properties are all 

well maintained, very expensive though. It has a sort of Ski- Resort glamour to it 

with great restaurants and shops. 

 

So tomorrow we must leave Queenstown and move on once again, pity really as 

we both felt we could stay here for a while longer. 

 

12
th

  January, Fox Glacier Village-381 Kms, 5.5 hours ride. 

We departed Queenstown after a quick breakfast in our room, and as advised by 

our tour operator, we made a slight detour to a nearby location called 

Arrowtown. This was an old mining town, where the Gold-miners had lived in 

the 1800’s when there was a big gold mining industry. It had been exceptionally 

well preserved and retained many of the original features, making an interesting 

stop for a half an hour. 

 

Moving on we rode over a fantastic pass called Crown Range. The road was the 

highest tar sealed road in New Zealand, and the views were spectacular. It 

twisted around bends, making it a popular ride for motorcyclists, if only time had 

allowed, I would have been happy to turn round and ride back up again, just to 

enjoy the ride down a second time.   

 

The weather was dry but a bit overcast, but we had a long way to ride today so 

we just kept moving on, stopping occasionally to take photos. One of the places 

which we stopped at was called The Gates of Haast. It was a bridge over a 

massive waterfall, which was pretty amazing. 

 

We arrived at about 3.30pm at the Motel. It was very nice and comfortable. We 

went straight to the Fox Glacier but unfortunately couldn’t walk up to it as the 

torrential rain of last week had washed the track away.  

We had dinner in a local cafe, which was good, as always, but then came back to 

the motel as there was really nothing else to do in Fox Glacier. It is a really small 

town with just a few motels and cafes. 

 

13th January, Punakaiki. 244 Kms- 3.5 hours ride. 
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This morning the weather had improved again and the sun was shining. We got 

up quite early, as we wanted to try once again to see Mount Cook, which can be 

viewed from Fox Glacier Village, we did see some of Mount Cook but the clouds 

did not clear completely so the very peak remained hidden from view. It is 

always snow-capped, and I know it would have been really stunning, but sadly 

was not to be. 

 

Onwards we rode to the next stop, Frans Joseph Glacier. This was not too far 

away and we were there by late morning. A quick change of clothes in the car 

park, into our jeans and we were ready to hike. The walk was about an hour and 

half round trip, up the track towards the glacier. Unfortunately, you can only go 

onto the glacier with a guide so we just marched up to the edge to stand and 

admire it. It was incredible. One of nature’s more spectacular events occurring 

over hundreds of years, and forever changing and moving. 

 

Then it was back on the bike and made our way to Punakaiki, it was a beautiful 

ride along the west coast, with views of the ocean, the road had the usual twists 

and bends, enough to keep any biker happy. 
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This nights’ accommodation was in the Resort Hotel on the beach, in fact that’s 

about all is here! It is peaceful, with the sound of the ocean roaring in the 

background, the sea is quite rough here swimming is not advised, but the beaches 

are all so gorgeous and natural, hardly any development at all. 

 

The main highlight of the area is the “pancake rocks” so called because of their 

stack like appearance, the sea crashes through them, making great “boom” 

sounds and forcing spray to shoot up high into the air. They call them “Blow 

Holes” but we didn’t see them blow really high. I suppose you need a Spring tide 

for that to happen, but the walk was still wonderful. 

 

We had dinner in the hotel’s restaurant, sipping wine and beer whilst looking out 

over the ocean, bringing to an end another memorable day in New Zealand, just 

one more day on the bike now and we will both be really sad to have to leave. 

 

14th January – Christchurch via Arthurs Pass. 300 Kms, 4.5 hours ride. 

This morning arrived sunny and bright, as promised with the waves still 

pounding the shore, so after a quick cuppa we packed up our stuff before leaving 

to make our way to the next point of interest. 

 



The SAM Observer September 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 25 

We had breakfast in the small town of Moana, which had a beautiful lake. We sat 

at a cafe facing the lake and ordered coffee and some light snacks. The sun was 

beginning to get hot, so eventually we had to leave.  

 

The ride was great, as always, but tinged with a sadness today as we knew that 

this was going to be our last glimpse of the mountains and the last chance to ride 

the bike through twisty mountain passes. 

 

The views en-route as always were stunning, and although the scenery gradually 

changed it never became boring. The mountains changed from green to brown, 

with less forestation but were still awe inspiring. 

We took a break mid-morning, getting changed in the car park, to walk up to the 

“ Punchbowl Waterfalls” in Arthurs Pass. It was a pretty walk, up to a water fall, 

along a forest trail. Then back to the bike and on again. 

 

We arrived back at Kaipoi late in the afternoon, where Mike and Carole live. 

Sadly this was where we had to return the bike. The sun was still blazing down as 

we pulled into their driveway about 5pm. 

 

We gave a full report on all that had happened to Mike and Carole. A great 

couple, who worked hard to make their business successful, but seem to have 

achieved a great life-style in the process. 
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We were transported to our hotel for tonight by Mike, along with 4 of their 

friends, who they were dining with. The trip by land-rover was very funny, and 

after a couple of glasses of wine with everybody we were really relaxed and 

enjoying ourselves. I think it helped ease the pain of separation from the Bike! 

 

15th January – Christchurch 

Our final day on the South Island was spend strolling around Christchurch, which 

was showing the signs of the recent earthquake, while waiting for our flight to 

Auckland in the evening, and then on to our long flight back to the UK via Los 

Angeles, where we enjoyed the day all over again, having crossed the date line 

along the way. 

 

All in all one of the best and most memorable holidays – so far, if you get the 

chance to go explore New Zealand don’t hesitate – you won’t regret it. 

 

Les & Claire Smith 
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Ride Co-ordinators and 
Ride Leaders 

 

 
 

Ride Co-ordinator and Ride Leader 
 

 Ride Leader, Richard Ockelton 
 

 Robert Baker    Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Karl Grimwade 

 Dave Frankin    Glyn Hill    Dean Harris    Trevor Read 

 David Wood 
 

Ride Leaders 
 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Chris Bond  Roy Cribb 

 Martin Drury    Alex Jones    Nigel Pye    Tim Wash 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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Editorial 
 

 

My parts arrived and I managed to 

collect them, fortunately the car 

park at Orwells was empty so had 

plenty of room to manoeuvre the 

van with the trailer on the back, 

although that nice bollard stick thing 

in the centre of the driveway had a 

bit of a wobbly as I missed it within 

a hairs breadth  Silly place to leave 

it if you ask me…… 

 

It’s funny how things all happen at once… end of the month my MOT on the 

bike is due, also the Chief’s challenge needs to be done, unfortunately I don’t 

think I’m going to be able to get round, not through lack of trying it’s just 

everything just happens. 

 

Work has kicked off and its funny how many people call me wanting stuff 

yesterday…. I can recommend “Bodge and Scarper” if you’re in that much of a 

hurry.. I’m now booked up until early next year, Looks like my holiday this year 

is going to be cancelled along with everything else. I’m beginning to like zoom 

meetings, I’ve discovered that my phone can Bluetooth the zoom meeting to the 

van speakers so at least I can listen to the waffle while driving home. 

 

Safe Riding Felix... Editor 
 

 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….   
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Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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SAM Events for your Diary 
 

Check the SAM website and Facebook page for 
any updates 

 
 

September 2020 
 

Thursday 17
th

  Theory Evening. Currently being conducted via Zoom, 

Contact Paul Ballard for more information. Come along and learn more about 

Roadcraft. 19:30. This month’s topic: Overtaking 
 

Friday 18
th

  ~ Saturday 19
th

   Safe Rider is a joint initiative between Suffolk 

and Norfolk Constabularies which aims to reduce motorcycle casualties. If you 

can help the Publicity Team on the Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn 

Hill on 07986-319163 
 

Sunday 27
th

   Special Social Ride 09:00 – 13:00 Covid 19 Restricted Social 

Ride - Exactly the same details as in the this edition of The SAM Observer 

magazine,. Times to be confirmed by email once you have registered. 
 

October 2020 
 

Friday 2
nd

 ~ Saturday 3
rd

  Safe Rider is a joint initiative between Suffolk 

and Norfolk Constabularies which aims to reduce motorcycle casualties. If you 

can help the Publicity Team on the Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn 

Hill on 07986-319163 
 

Note from Editor 
 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 
 

 



The SAM Observer September 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 36 

  

B
ik

e p
ark

in
g

 in
 cen

tral L
o

n
d

o
n

…
 G

T
R

 lo
o

k
in

g
 o

u
t o

f p
lace 

 



The SAM Observer September 2020            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 37 

Social Rides 
 

Please note that it is you, the rider, who is deemed to be in control of the vehicle 

at all times during an Observed Run and during all other Group activities and that 

the Committee of Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclists cannot and do not accept any 

liability whatsoever for any injury to person or damage to vehicle occurring in 

the course of any rally or other event organised by the Group.  Any member 

attending such an event does so entirely at his or her own risk and must maintain 

their own insurance to cover any said injury to person or damage to vehicle and 

must be riding a road legal vehicle, having valid road tax, insurance and MOT 

certificate (if applicable). 

 

Participants on S.A.M social rides are advised of the Events Committee’s 

guidelines as follows: 

 

 You will be expected to provide a suitable means of carrying a map of 

the route 

 

 If possible, have breakdown cover for your machine. 

 

 Be responsible for your own safety 

 

 Rides will commence promptly at the published departure time. 

 

 Have a FULL tank of fuel 

 

 No more than 5 in a group. 

 

Please watch our light hearted video with a serious message explaining all of the 

above. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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  Mud  
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Soaring like an Eagle. Les & Claire Smith  
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