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The picture is of a KTM 890 Adventure that Mike Roberts had out for a test ride 

while his Explorer was having a new tyre fitted. 

Mike Roberts also did the digital editing. 

 

Please send in Pictures for our 2021 magazines 

 

 
A few small hills Phil Acton  
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Hello all 

I was sitting here looking at a blank screen 

wondering what pearls of motorcycling 

wisdom I could come up with this month – 

based as usual on my own mishaps. My mind 

and the screen remained blank for some time 

and then I recalled our chip run the other 

Thursday night when off duty SAM Observer 

Mike Roberts was in collision with a low 

flying pigeon and got his helmet visor badly 

damaged. 

This reminded me in a roundabout way of my 

own recent faux pas involving helmet and 

visor. Whereas Mikes incident was [allegedly] the fault of the pigeon (and it 

must be noted that no witnesses leapt to the defence of the pigeon at the chip 

shop court hearing), mine was entirely of my own making. 

I was a SAM volunteer marshal at the recent CCMC Fun Run. On arrival at my 

allotted junction I looked for the best place to park my bike which turned out to 

be at the side of the road on the widest and straightest part. Having then taken my 

helmet off, and knowing that they always look precarious and vulnerable when 

perched on a motorbike seat, I elected to place it over my mirror. This was fine 

until a nice man living right by the junction kindly offered his drive as a safe 

parking place for my bike. Eager to accept his offer but equally conscious that 

the arrival of the fun run riders was imminent, I hurriedly started to push the bike 

backwards and into the drive, and of course the inevitable happened – my helmet 

came of the mirror and fell onto that strip of the road edge that is part tarmac and 

part dirt and gravel. In that split second I had an automatic urge to want to catch 

the helmet but my subconscious quickly told me not to let go of several thousand 

pounds worth of bike in order to catch a five hundred pound helmet! – Handy 

things to have, these subconscious’s!  
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I suppose I should count myself lucky that my visor was open and it took the 

impact of the fall, popping one side hinge out and putting an ugly scratch right in 

the centre. Oddly enough I can see quite well either side of the scratch but it’s 

aggravating and distracting as I can still see it out of focus hovering there. It’s 

cost me one hundred and two of our Great British Pounds for a new visor and 

Pinlock so I’m not best pleased – especially when you can get a whole new street 

legal and CE marked helmet for about the same price – a subject for debate 

another day perhaps! 

So, having looked it up on the interweb, this month’s top tip if you need to 

temporarily park your helmet while off your bike for a short while and haven’t 

got a suitable top box or panniers, is to lay your gloves flat on the ground next to 

your bike and then place your helmet the right way up on top of them. This will 

keep the neck of the helmet clean and should also stop creepy crawlies from 

getting into it – simples! – Why didn’t I do that? 

Well, I’ve now worked my way through about a page and a half of waffle and 

also made some use of a fairly damp and miserable August Bank Holiday 

Monday, so that’s it for this month. What do you reckon the chances are of an 

Indian summer?! 

Cheers for now 

 

Martin    
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Obituary 
BRIAN GREEN 

 

It’s with great sadness that a Life member of SAM Brian Green passed away on 

the 17th of August 2021 aged 89 after suffering from Parkinsons for a few years. 

 

Leaving a wife Brenda a son Stephen and Daughter Sue. 

 

Brian joined the group in August 1994 and quickly became a prolific observer. 

He later took on the role of group secretary and was the calming, realistic, 

advisory during my tenure as chairman. 

 

Brian was the son of Lance Green who started the Greens motorcycle repairers in 

1947 in an old military hut at Wrentham. After a move to bigger premises in 

Wrentham and with Brian Joining the business after a spell in the military and 

ultimately a move to Beccles in 1959 where the business is still run today by 

Brians Son Stephen and Daughter Sue. 

 

Brian was made a life member of SAM as a reward for his excellent service to 

the group as a great Observer, Secretary, mediator often going beyond his remit 

to the benefit of the groups success. 

 

Brian was also a great Sidecar racer during the sixties and seventies and made 

several appearances the Isle of Man TT races. He was also a lifelong supporter of 

the TT Riders Association and would attend the yearly TT riders annual dinner 

held in recent years at the National Motorcycle Museum at which I was fortunate 

enough to be his guest some years ago. A surreal experience being in the same 

room as lots of the past and present TT stars. 

 

He was also an accomplished 

engineer building some beautiful 

motorcycles, sometimes out of all 

sorts of odd motorcycle parts. A 

girder forked, JAP engined, Drag 

bike comes to mind. 

 

Brian and passenger Danny Fynn 

(Norton) leading at Signpost 

Corner at the 1962 TT. 
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A great family man who ran a business that embraced all of his family and their 

partners to achieve what has to be one of the regions longest surviving 

motorcycle dealerships. 

 

I have been privileged to know him and have the opportunity to pop in and have 

chinwag and a cuppa with him and Brenda on many occasions and I personally 

will miss him as I know he will be really missed by his family and many friends. 

 

Rob Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Associate Members 
 

A warm welcome is extended to our most recent Associate members: 
 

Martin Chandler   William Burl 
 

If anyone else has joined us and not had a mention yet, let the Editor know and 

he will put your name in the next Issue 

 
 

IAM Test Passes 
 

Congratulations to the members who have passed their  

Advanced test this month. 
 

Nicholas Sargant  his Observer was    Tony Chyc 

Grant Smith    his Observer was     Graham Parker 
 

When you pass your advanced test please let Paul Ballard or Geoff Scott know. 
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SAM Theory Evenings 
 

 

As most of you know, on the 3
rd

 Thursday evening every month, SAM holds its 

monthly Theory Evening. Based on an ever revolving subject list of important 

rider skills these nights are an informal evening of facts and lively banter all 

aimed at improving your ride based on the information in the 

Advanced Rider Course Logbook. 
 

Each session covers one of the four main topic areas; 
 

Overtaking  Planning & Positioning 

Cornering   Gears & Acceleration 
 

Mainly aimed at Associates going through the course, these 

evenings are also a good way for full members to brush up on 

their theory and add their experiences and questions to the session. 
 

The great benefit of attending these sessions in the classroom means it saves time 

on the road, covering theory and has the added advantage of an opportunity to 

discuss any issues you may have generally on your Advanced Rider Course. 
 

Paul Ballard      SAM Chief Observer 
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Please come and take part in the 

David Rudland 
Testimonial Ride 

 

Sunday 3
rd

 October 

All proceeds in aid of 

Motor Neurone Disease charities 

 

David has been a SAM Observer for 16 years but, as most of you will know, is 

now having to retire after being diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease (MND) 

The ride will consist of a choice of a long or a short route, both to the same venue 

serving refreshments of all types including breakfasts 

A minimum donation of £5 per bike is suggested but larger donations will be 

gladly accepted 

Full details will be sent by email to all SAM Members shortly after publication 

of this magazine.  
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2021 SAM Calendar 
Challenge 

sponsored by 
Mototechniks 

 

I am pleased to announce that Simon and Luke from Mototechniks in 

Stowmarket have kindly offered to hold a presentation evening at their premises 

for us to have the prize draw for the Calendar Challenge. 

This will be on Tuesday 21
st
 September from 18:30 onwards. The shop will be 

open and there will be a selection of demo bikes for us to try out so please bring 

along your national insurance number and drivers licence. Refreshments will be 

supplied by Ma Hubbards catering van.  

Commemorative glasses will be presented to those members that visited at least 6 

locations on the calendar. Please try and attend if you have entered the Challenge 

so we can hand over the prizes in person. 

Simon has sent a list of the bikes that should be available for demo on the night:- 

Yamaha Tracer 900 Gt   Aprilia Tuono 1100 factory 

Yamaha Tracer 700                        Aprilia 660 Tuono 

Yamaha MT10     Aprilia RS660 

Yamaha MT09     Motoguzzi V85TT 

Yamaha MT07     Motoguzzi V7 

Yamaha Tenere 700    Vespa GTS 300 

       Vespa Electrica 

 

I look forward to seeing you all there. 

Nigel Chittock 
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Ride Leaders 
 

 
 

 

Ride Leader 
 

 Richard Ockelton 

 
Ride Leaders 

 

 

 Eric Aldridge    Ken Beckinsale    Kevin Bolt    Chris Bond 

 Martin Drury    Brian Ellis    Vini Evans    Dave Frankin 

 Karl Grimwade    Glyn Hill    Alex Jones    Trevor Read 

 Mike Roberts    Fred Sparrow    Adrian Tadman    David Wood 
 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar and SAM Forum on-line for last minute 

changes/cancellations. On the Forum you will also find the routes as text, route 

cards, and on Google Maps / Streetview, along with a photo of the destination, so 

you can familiarise yourself with the route before the day. 
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If you have 9 days… 
 

Our trip started separately even though we live 30 minutes apart! My son Jake 

decided to take his bike, a 1050 Speed Triple, in his van and meet me at a 

campsite in Cumbria, whereas I would ride from home on my Multistrada 1200 

Pikes Peak. This would be the start to our 2021 tour of the West Coast of Bonnie 

Scotland. 

 

With the Triumph unloaded and the BBQ alight we enjoyed an evening of 

anticipation over a couple of beers. I had devised a rough route and booked our 

first campsite in Scotland at Kilberry, on the Kintyre Peninsula but the rest was 

fluid. An early start with bikes packed saw us head to Ardrossan for the Calmac 

ferry direct to Campbell Town skirting south of the Isle of Arran. The crossing 

was like a mill pond with a few porpoises putting in an appearance. It was a 

smart move as we were immediately immersed in our mini adventure riding the 

narrow wild roads of the peninsular, with Atlantic views to our left. Our first 

camp was a peach right by the sea offering a beautiful sunset – perfect! 

 

Heading north and hugging the coast as much as we could, we stopped at Oban 

for a seafood snack and to buy Jake some thermals – he had underestimated the 

cold weather! We then rode the excellent road from Fort William to Mallaig, 

beside the ‘Harry Potter’ railway line, where we intended to camp. However, 

with plenty of daylight left, we decided to take the late Calmac ferry to the Isle of 

Skye and camp somewhere on the island. As we thought, most campsites were 

‘full’ because of covid – empty really but they each had their own take on their 

regulations. After fish and chips in Portree, we were prepared for and quite 

looking forward to wild camping but found a site just before dark in the north at 

Staffin. Upon entering the virtually empty field, we were confronted by three 

unhappy campers, each with a midge net over their heads! So, it looked like we 

would have some company tonight we thought! I slept with about 100 of our 

little friends but luckily was not troubled at all. Jake saw them leave when I 

opened my tent door in the morning - does that tell me something about my 

personal hygiene! The next day the campsite owner recommended that we ride 

the Quiraing route nearby. This was a stunning ride, after which we looped back 

to Portree and then back over the bridge to the mainland. 

 

From Skye we had a brief stop to admire Eilean Donan Castle in the sunshine 

before heading over the Applecross pass to spend the night at Sheildaig, a lovely 

village with a view over Loch Sheildaig. Here we managed to book in the local 
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pub for a meal and a few beers while watching Scotland lose in the Euros – we 

did cheer them on honestly! Now firmly on the NC500, our next stop was 

Clachtoll, where it looked like Jake would get his wish to try out his new 

waterproofs. It was a beautiful campsite with just enough room for us on their 

‘emergency pitches’ beside a sandy beach where we went for a quick swim – it 

was cold though! Luckily there was a small ‘shop’ in a shed nearby so we cooked 

up a meal in their sheltered kitchen area and washed it down with a couple of 

beers. That night it hammered and Jake woke to find a large pool of water inside 

his tent! With the rain set in, we had a quick pack up and back on the road with 

our waterproofs doing their best to protect us. Today we were heading over the 

top via Durness and along to John O Groats. The weather was mixed and we had 

some great riding along the often narrow but fast roads. There were more camper 

vans and motorhomes than normal but this was expected but most quickly pulled 

over to let us pass. 

 

John O Groats was dry and it offered us a bit of time off the bikes to walk up to 

the Ness of Duncansby to stretch our legs. The weather was still dire though and 

with Jakes tent leaking like a sieve, we decided on a B&B for the night and found 

a lovely, friendly house in Wick – the Impala Guest House. The host even 

insisted on washing and drying Jakes wet clothes! After a hearty breakfast and 

with dry roads, we headed south for a jaunt on Loch Ness before continuing back 

through Fort William to a lovely campsite at Glencoe. The site was ‘full’ but the 

owner, using a bit of common sense, let us on as we only had a couple of small 

tents. Our pitch overlooked the beautiful Loch Leven and we were treated to 

another stunning sunset. We had a ‘substantial’ meal at the local pub, which was 

a bit ‘covid weird’ – we entered the main hotel building but were told we should 

go around the back of the building next door. When entering this building we 

saw the same person we had just seen – a bit Mr Benn like! 

 

Glencoe is stunning and it offered us a great last ride out of the highlands 

towards Glasgow and back down the M6 to our campsite in Dufton, Cumbria 

where Jake had left his van. We had another night here, talking about what we 

had just experienced before travelling home our separate ways. All in all, a great 

trip with some ‘progressive’ riding on lovely twisty roads. Our ‘feathered’ front 

tyres tell the story! 

 

Phil Acton 
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Two men and a Ninja 
 

It all started with a group night chat about what a good idea it would be if two 

blokes of similar vintage rode the same bike and then compared notes. Such a 

good idea, what could go wrong? 

 

It all started in the late summer of 2019 (just as those Covid winds were starting 

to blow into Wuhan). For a while I’d been contemplating getting myself a second 

bike. The Africa Twin is a truly great bike, but it is a bit over the top for my daily 

sixteen-mile commute, and I really fancied “something a bit sporty for the 

weekends”. Then I saw it at our friendly local Kawasaki dealer….an almost new, 

Kawasaki Ninja 400. What fun could I have on that I thought. Commute all week 

and then maybe try a track day or two at the weekends. I negotiated with “her 

indoors,” which resulted in her telling me to “do what you like”. So, I did, as I 

went off to Orwell M/Cs with the money ready to spend. Only to find some 

b*****d had beaten me to it! In fact, I was later to find that I’d been beaten to it 

by my old friend and SAM member Paul Sharpe. 

 

This is where we’ll take up Pauls story…. My reason for purchasing the Ninja is 

somewhat different to Martins, I only tend to have one bike to do it all, which 

means up until I retired in April a 50-mile daily commute, it’s also a bike for fun 

days out and most importantly for long distance trips: I like to go abroad 

typically once a year, I travel mostly solo and will do up to 500-mile days to get 

me there or back. As a wage slave I’ve typically needed to do this quicky and 

hence larger capacity bikes capable of long days and reasonable speeds. For 

example, my last two bikes were a Honda Transalp and before that the Honda 

VFR800. With this purchase I wanted something smaller and with less 

environmental impact, I have always admired the old RD350 and Kwak KR1S 

for their handling and styling. I also primarily wanted to consider something 

smaller because I feel too many bikes are underutilised; over 100 HP bikes that 

rarely see more than half throttle that are not ridden but rather sat upon and allow 

the bike to do the work. I wanted to have to really ride the bike to get the most 

out of it and to make it work close to its performance. The Ninja 400 was perfect 

for all the above reasons and was being marketed as a sports tourer so it sounded 

perfect for my needs. I am an inch or so shorter than Martin so the smaller size is 

not as much of a concern for me, plus the light weight means I can easily wheel it 

in and out of my garage and put a flat foot on the floor at junctions etc. 
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To be honest I was looking at two Ninja 400’s, the other being at Colchester 

Kawasaki. The one at Orwell’s (this one) had the performance pack (Akrapovic 

end can, tank pads and seat hump) and the one in Colchester had done less miles 

but was standard, but I knew soon after purchase the original end can would need 

to be changed so I plumped for the Orwell bike. I was not aware that I was 

robbing Martin of the bike at the time, but it is rather amusing and to be fair the 

best man won �. 

 

The only mods that I’ve done are a double bubble screen, extenders for the 

mudguard and hugger, 2 frame tidies and adjustable levers to help keep it clean 

and comfier for me  plus give it a minimal bit of bling. 

 

Back to me (Martin). As I was bemoaning the premature sale of the nearly new 

Ninja to Stephan (Orwell’s Salesman), he said “We can do you a brand-new bike 

for just a bit more”. I snatched at the bait and an excellent deal was done. 

 

I didn’t use the little Ninja (and I mean little, when you’re used to an Africa 

Twin) much during the winter of 2019/2020 but was looking forward to a spring 

of commuting and in anticipation of a couple of track days, I bought a matching 

set of green, black and white leathers (with pristine white knee sliders). I’ve only 

ever worn them in the shop. and was worried I’d get mistaken for Jonathan Rea. 

 

And then the C bug got here and I found myself working from home, with both 

bikes now sat on battery minders. A year on, and I just about managed the first 

500 mile service (the trip to Orwell’s was via north Norfolk). Even to this day, 

the mileage is under 2000. 

 

Back to modern times. I met Paul at the oft postponed SAM AGM and there we 

decided it would be fun to take the two bikes out for a ride and compare 

notes….but where to go? Someone (OK me) had the bright idea of visiting the 

premises of Kawasaki UK at Bourne End, near Marlow in the picturesque (and 

expensive) Chiltern Hills. Why…just for a photo of course! 

 

(Paul) I’ve done a few rides to see if the Ninja will fit my sports tourer needs, I 

did a 320-mile day on the calendar challenge and this seemed a good excuse to 

ride with Martin who is highly skilled and to chat about our Ninjas. As I usually 

ride solo it’s nice to ride with someone that you know and that will be safe � 

plus give me the chance to test out whether my reasons for purchasing the Ninja 

stacked up. 
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(Martin) We met up at a dull and dismal McDonalds in Colchester, with an idea 

of avoiding the most obvious route of A12/M25/M40 and headed off into the 

north Essex countryside. The twisty roads of this part of Essex are fun, especially 

when you’re on a light, revvy and tiny 400cc bike. But an hour later we were still 

in Essex. We did eventually stop in Ware (Hertfordshire) for a break and decided 

to take a more direct route via the A414 via Hatfield and St. Albans and onto the 

M25. Everything went well with the two of us, making good progress through 

quite heavy traffic, until a lorry got between us on a large roundabout and Paul 

went off on the planned route, and I headed into Hemel Hempstead for a date 

with the famous (or should that be infamous) Magic Roundabout (Google it). 

 

Paul will tell you about his journey, but mine was via lovely, but very busy 

commuter towns like, Berkhamsted, Amersham and Beaconsfield, finally 

arriving at Kawasaki HQ about an hour after Paul. A couple of quick snaps later 

(and a funny look from a Kawasaki employee who was passing) and I made my 

way back using the same route to Hemel Hempstead (I was intending to take an 

illustrative photo of the Magic Roundabout on my return, but couldn’t find 

anywhere safe to park). Then home via the A1M/A505/A11/A14. (Followed by a 

quick apology to Paul for losing him).  

 

So my (Martin’s) honest appraisal of the Kawasaki Ninja 400, is that it is indeed 

great fun to ride. Very cheap to run (almost 80 mpg on the above trip) and the 

280 odd mile journey was reasonably comfortable for my 5ft. 11in aging body. I 

don’t think I can say it’s likely to be my “only bike” but now I know that it’s 

good to have at least two different bikes to ride (and I’m currently working on a 

third). 

 

Taken only half an hour after 

Paul had left to return home. 

 

I followed Martin on a lovely 

route through Essex and into 

Hertford, the bikes were 

perfect for the roads and 

returning over 75mpg’s, 

comfort was good as was the 

handling and view around 

other vehicles. We are both 

used to a higher viewpoint but 

to be fair the lower position did not seem to hamper our progress or safety. 
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For family reasons I needed to be home earlier than Martin, therefore after lunch 

we decided to take a more direct route which I lead after setting my satnav to go 

direct to the destination. Unfortunately, we got split up and separated at a 

junction by a truck in heavy traffic. After waiting at the first safe place to stop 

(not many of those on the A10 �) I retraced my steps to no avail and then 

decided to head for the destination for the obligatory picture. 

My route from here was A10, M25 and M40 which was a perfect test for the 

sports touring part of any euro trip. 

 

 

Conclusion (Paul) : the bike passed with flying colours, it will never be as comfy 

as my old Transalp or the all-conquering VFR800, but it did a marvellous job of 

completing 260 miles on varying road types, no aches or pains for me the next 

day and 75mpg and 230 miles from a tank full and is very capable at motorway 

speeds and excels on minor roads. The two things that limit it are its pillion 

carrying capacity, my wife was not impressed on a short trip to Great Bentley, 

but I have now bought a BSA Starfire with a nice flat seat to solve that issue � 

and its luggage carrying capability is also quite minimal. I can fit soft panniers 

and tank bag which is enough for me for a week as long as I use hotels. It’s a 

brilliant bike and It’ll do nicely for me � 

 

Martin Andrew & Paul Sharpe 
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Editorial 
 

My turn to stare blankly at my 

screen. Not a lot has happening in 

the GTR department, I’ve again 

failed to get out on the challenge 

which is a shame, there’s just so 

much going on, and SAM is 

cranking up the events so please 

look out for the emails inviting you 

to attend,  

 

Next month’s Breakfast run is in aid 

of Motor Neurone Disease charities so please attend if not then a contribution 

would be gratefully received  

 

From September the 1
st
 the new E10 petrol is being introduced which could play 

havoc with bikes that aren’t used as much as they should be, like my poor old 

GTR, Apparently the USA use it and it doesn’t seem to have caused to much 

problems, I hear reports of winterizing the bike by filling the tank with 

“Snowfoam” to stop the fuel going off in the long winter nights but don’t take 

my word for it 

 

Safe Riding  Felix... Editor 
 

 
 

Bowman’s Barn, Back Street, Gislingham, Suffolk. IP23 8JH. 

Tel: 07712649860 
 

editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

 
 
 

Thank you 
 

To all the members who have contributed to this month’s magazine.  

But….. what about the rest of you….  
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Throw back picture from Copdock bike parking from 2015 

 

El presidente,  Steve Gocher 
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Note from Editor 

 

Please check the SAM Calendar, Forum & Facebook page for further details and 

for any changes after going to press. Especially in winter months when the 

weather can be unpredictable  
 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles published herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Institute of Advanced Motorists or the Suffolk Advanced Motorcyclist Group. 

They are the opinions of individual contributors and are published with a view 

that free expression promotes discussion and interests. 
 

Any comments please email the editor. 

 

 

 

 

Closing date for copy MondayMondayMondayMonday after club night 
 

If you’d like to help save the Group on the printing and postage costs of your 

monthly ‘hard copy’ of the ‘SAM Observer’ by opting to receive an email 

notification instead, then please give me your email details on Group Night or 

send me an email. 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the reports that members who go on ride outs 

have written, and as you can see, it doesn’t have to be a wordy passage, so feel 

free to scribble a few words down, a few pictures and next month you will have 

another great magazine to read  

 

Don’t forget to take your cameras and a notebook to record your trip then you 

can write a nice article about it for your favourite magazine. I have a word 

template if anyone would like it, email me and I’ll send you a copy which has all 

the formatting re-set on it. Please remember that we use Times New Roman as 

the main font for the magazine at a size 16 so that when the printer converts the 

A4 pages down to A5 the font looks like a 12. I like pictures to be separate to 

your articles because I can make them bigger or small to fill the page 
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Advertise in our magazine 
 

Annual Advertising Rates:  
 

Advertise on the SAM website for an additional £25. 
 

Contact Felix for more details 07712649860

 editor@suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com 
 

£50 for ½ page  £75 for full page 
 

 

 
 

Norfolk Advanced Motorcyclists 
 

3
rd

 Monday of the month, 19:30, at Dunston Hall, A140, 

Norwich, NR14 8PQ 
 

Chairman,  Rob Chandler,  01493 730409 

Secretary,  Alex Mason,  01603 716735 

 

 
 
SAM Events for your Diary 

2021 
Please see website and magazine for updates 

 

 

 

September 2021 
 

Wednesday 15
th

 
 
 SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30~22:00 

followed Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, 

Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30. Bar 

serving drinks, including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 16
th

   Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Cornering Contact: Geoff Scott. Meet in 

The Board Room 
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Saturday, 18
th

    Safe Rider is a joint initiative between Suffolk and 

Norfolk Constabularies which aims to reduce motorcycle casualties. If you can 

help the Publicity Team on the Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn Hill 

on 07986-319163 
 

Saturday 18
th

  Copdock show marking the parking area SAM needs 

volunteers to help marking the motorcycle parking a day before the show. 

Contact Eric Aldridge 
 

Sunday 19
th

   East Anglian Copdock Bike Show. We will be asking for 

SAM members to help run the motorcycle parking on the day nearer the event. If 

you would like to help please contact the Eric Aldridge 
 

Tuesday 21
st
  Calendar Challenge Presentations. 18:30 – 21:00. 

Mototechniks Ltd, Tothill, Bury Rd, Stowmarket IP14 3QQ, Presentation 

evening and the prize draw for the Calendar Challenge 2021 
 

Thursday 23
rd

   Chip Run to Aldeburgh, meet 18.15 
 

Saturday, 25
th

    Safe Rider is a joint initiative between Suffolk and 

Norfolk Constabularies which aims to reduce motorcycle casualties. If you can 

help the Publicity Team on the Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn Hill 

on 07986-319163 
 

Saturday, 25
th

   M/C Dexterity & Control All events start at 09:00 

SHARP and the venue will be the playground of Sidegate Primary School, 292 

Sidegate Ln, Ipswich IP4, UK,  Observers: Paul Ballard 
 

October 2021 
 

Sunday 3
rd

   Breakfast Run  All proceeds in aid of Motor Neurone 

Disease charities to Stamford Garden Centre, meet 09.00 Stowmarket Tescos 
 

Wednesday 6
th

    SAM Committee meeting 19:30~22:00. Kesgrave War 

Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 

1JF  
 

Saturday, 9
th

    Safe Rider is a joint initiative between Suffolk and 

Norfolk Constabularies which aims to reduce motorcycle casualties. If you can 

help the Publicity Team on the Saturday of this event, please contact Glyn Hill 

on 07986-319163 
 

Saturday 16
th

   Saturday Jaunt to Scotts Date Great Shelford 
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Wednesday 20
th

 
 
 SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30~22:00 

followed Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, 

Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30. Bar 

serving drinks, including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 21
st
  Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Planning and Positioning Contact: Paul 

Ballard. Meet in The Board Room 

 

Sunday, 24
th

    M/C Dexterity & Control All events start at 09:00 

SHARP and the venue will be the playground of Sidegate Primary School, 292 

Sidegate Ln, Ipswich IP4, UK,  Observers: Paul Ballard 

 

November 2021 
 

Wednesday 3
rd

  SAM Committee meeting 19:30~22:00. Kesgrave War 

Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 

1JF 

 

Sunday 7
th

    Breakfast Run  Melbourne Fun Farm, meet 09.30 

 

Sunday 14th   Sunday Jaunt to Old Buckingham Airfield, meet 12:00 

midday 

 

Wednesday 17
th

 
 
 SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30~22:00 

followed Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, 

Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF SAM Group Night. Announcements at 19:30. Bar 

serving drinks, including teas and coffees. 
 

Thursday 18
th

   Theory Evening Kesgrave War Memorial Community 

Centre, Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Ipswich IP5 1JF Come along and 

learn more about Roadcraft. Topic: Gears and Acceleration Contact: Paul 

Ballard. Meet in The Board Room 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

A lot of useful information about SAM and its activities is available on our 

website. Below are some key links members will find useful. 
 

CONTACTS 
Contact details of SAM’s Committee & Observers, complete with photographs 

so you can recognise everyone. 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/com 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/obs 
 

CALENDAR 
Our online calendar with relevant links which can also be linked to your 

smartphone.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/cal 
 

OBSERVER ASSOCIATE CHARTER 
What is expected of the Observer and Associate while preparing for the IAM 

motorcycle test.   Contact: Derek Baker 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/chart 
 

CARING SAM 
Our customer service & complaints procedures.   Contact: Brian Ellis 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/care 
 

DISCOUNT SCHEME 
Proof of identity will be required to be shown. (e.g. Current IAM/SAM 

membership cards). Save your membership fee, and more, by using these 

retailers who give a discount to SAM members.  Contact: Dean Harris 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/disc 
 

ADVERTS 
Got something to sell? Want to see what other members are selling? See our 

online adverts section.   Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/ads 
 

SHOPS 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, hats, and more are available from SAM’s two 

online shops.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/shop 
 

FORUM 
All the latest news and discussion on all things SAM and motorcycle related. 

Have a read, and then register to join in.  Contact: Mike Roberts 

http://www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com/forum 
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Social Rides Policy 
 

 

 

NOTICE OF NEW POLICY,  

RIDING & NAVIGATION GUIDELINES  

AND RULES. 

 

Please note that we have updated and modified all previous information and 

instruction documents into a single SAM Social Rides Policy which is available 

to view and/or download on the SAM website forum under the Events section 

 

Part of the changes are that all participants on a social ride will be required to 

sign the run sheet to acknowledge that they have read and agree to abide by the 

Riding & Navigation Guidelines and Rules. These are also separately available to 

view and/or download from the SAM website as above. 

 

You will notice some other changes and we will be providing further briefings in 

the magazine and at Group Nights to explain and expand on these. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMd-dQHzWg 
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  Mud  
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Campsite. Phil Acton 
 

 



The SAM Observer September 2021            www.suffolk-advanced-motorcyclists.com Page 36  


